Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


^.c//^///////i^^//f  (A 


JOHN  F.  COLLIN, 


Hillsdale,  N.  Y. 


/ 


/^ 


> 


f 


/t.^^ 


/l,-^'-tf^^t--7-'T^ 


( 


FINANCIAL 


AND 


POLITICAL 


AiFairs  of  the  Country. 


-•["o.^n*- 


Being  a  Series  of  Communications  on  various  topics,  to 
the  "Hudson  Gazette,"  during  the  years  1876-79. 


BY  JOHN  F.  COLLIN. 


■♦#♦> 


HUDSON,  N.  Y. 

PKINTKD  BY  M.    PAKKKU  WILLIAMS,   KEGI8TER  XKD  O.VZETTE   OFFICE. 

1879. 


INTRODUCTION. 


■•-»♦■ 


In  the  series  of  communications  here  published,  the 
writer  calls  public  attention  to  the  facts  that  while  other 
nations,  ancient  and  modern,  have  made  glorious  histo- 
ries of  a  thousand  years  or  more,  the  American  United 
States  Government,  founded  upon  a  Constitution  pro- 
verbially wise  above  the  age  in  which  it  was  written, 
and  which  after  an  experience  of  three-fourths  of  a  cen- 
tury, was  universally  pronounced  to  be  ''  the  best  that 
Heaven  ever  blest  a  people  with,"  now  stands  revolu- 
tionized,  with  its  Constitution  and  every  object  for  which 
that  Constitution  was  made,  violated — the  sovereignty 
and  jurisdiction  of  States  over  all  their  internal  interests 
which  the  Constitution  was  made  to  protect,  has  been 
usurped — the  grossest  injustice  has  been  substituted  in 
the  place  of  that  justice  which  the  Constitution  was 
made  to  establish — civil  war  has  been  provoked  in  the 
place  of  that  domestic  tranquility  which  the  Constitu- 
tion was  made  to  provide. 

Instead  of  providing  for  the  public  welfare,  the  peo- 
ple are  oppressed  by  a  most  enormous  debt — by  the 
most  extravagant  expenditures — by  the  most  grinding 
taxation — and  by  the  most  enormous,  unjust  and  unequal 
of  tariffs,  and  the  sword  is  being  used  as  the  instrument 
for  depriving  the  people  and  their  posterity  of  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty.  That  sword  is  in  the  hands  of  one  not 
elected  by  the  people,  and  he  is  claiming  a  right  to  use 


4  INTRODUCTION. 

it  in  a  way  that  cost  Charles  the  First  his  head  and  made 
James  the  Second  a  fugitive,  and  would  banish  any 
other  English  monarch  from  his  throne.  He  has  been 
placed  in  the  position  he  occupies  by  a  most  stupendous 
fraud,  and  is  backed  in  his  usurped  prerogatives  by  the 
descendants  of  those  who  whipped  and  hung  Baptists 
and  Quakers,  and  sold  their  children  into  slavery ;  and 
who,  with  their  rum,  guns  and  powder,  have  been  en- 
gaged in  the  African  slave  trade  annually  during  our 
whole  history,  and  are  now  using  those  imported  Afri- 
cans and  their  descendants  to  maintain  their  despotism 
and  secure  their  plunder. 

Through  a  stupendous  fraud  they  have  got  possession 
of  the  national  sword,  and  arc  making  mighty  eflForts  to 
possess  themselves  of  the  purse  also.  In  addition  to  the 
negroes,  they  have  got  possession  of  much  of  the  pub- 
lic domain  and  the  public  stocks  and  corporate  property, 
and  most  of  the  wealth  of  the  nation.  Through  their 
tariffs  and  taxes  they  control  the  markets  for  agricultu- 
ral productions;  and  are  holding  all  persons  in  debt  at 
their  mercy,  and  are  backed  by  the  influence  of  a  hun- 
dred thousand  ofl&ce-holders. 

They  have  subsidized  the  political  and  religious  press, 
and  have  corrupted  the  ballot  box ;  and  in  our  future 
elections  they  will  use  all  these  facilities  to  an  unheard 
of  extent.  And  yet  the  writer  of  these  communica- 
tions is  buoyant  with  the  hope  that  the  people,  taught 
by  past  experience,  will  restore  the  Uovernment  to  its 
first  principles  under  which  it  m^  yet  make  a  glorious 
history. 

Hillsdale,  N.  Y.,  1879.  THET  AUTHOR. 


NATIONAL  IMPORTANCE. 


To-day  commences  the  hundredth  year  of  our  national  exist- 
ence. There  will  be  fifty-two  weeks  in  the  year,  and  fifly-two 
questions  of  national  importance  have  been  suggested  to  my 
mind.  I  will  submit  a  few  of  them  for  public  consideration. 
One  of  these  questions  was  suggested  in  a  local  paper  of  this 
week,  in  which  it  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  wealth  of 
our  nation  increased  $14,000,000,000  between  the  years  1860 
and  1870.  That  wealth  being  $16,000,000,000  in  1860,  and 
$30,000,000,000  in  1870. 

Now  I  submit  the  question  :  What  constitutes  that  fourteen 
thousand  millions  of  dollars  of  increased  wealth  ?  In  solving 
this  problem  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  of  the  wealth  ex- 
isting in  1860,  three  thousand  millions  of  dollars  had  been 
extinguished  by  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  ten  thousand 
millions  had  been  expended  in  the  civil  war. 

Again,  in  1860  two-thirds  of  the  commerce  of  the  country 
was  done  upon  American  capital ;  whereas,  in  1870  two-thirds 
of  that  commerc  was  done  upon  foreign  capital.  And  in  1870, 
by  census,  the  value  of  the  agricultural  productions  of  the  coun- 
try was  no  greater  upon  an  inflated  currency  basis  than  it  was 
in  1860  upon  a  gold  basis,  having  been  estimated  in  both  periods 
at  about  $2,500,000,000. 

With  these  suggestions  I  submit  the  question :  What  consti- 
tutes the  $14,000,000,000  of  increased  wealth  between  the  years 
1860  and  1870  ? 

On  the  solution  of  this  question  is  involved  some  of  the  most 
important  principles  of  political  economy,  and  I  shall  be  happy 
to  wait  such  solution. 

January  1,  1876. 
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PUBLIC  DEBTS  AND  CREDITORS. 


In  1^60  the  wealth  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  amounted 
to  sixteen  thousand  millions  of  dollars. 

Of  that  they  expended  ten  thousand  millions,  and  wiped  out 
of  existence  three  thousand  millions  more  in  the  succeeding  ten 
years;  and  yet  *  the  wealth  of  the  people  during  that  time  in- 
creased to  thirty  thousand  millions  of  dollars,  or  nearly  doubled. 
Now,  I  will  enquire  why  a  people  capable  of  procuring  such 
vast  wealth,  under  such  circumstances,  should  be  deprived  of 
the  use  of  such  a  currency  as  is  enjoyed  by  all  other  civilized 
people?  Why  they  should  be  compelled  to  use  nothing  but 
an  inflated  paper  currency  in  all  their  business  transactions  ? 

In  the  census  of  1870,  agriculture  with  its  appurtenances,  was 
estimated  at  about  ten  thousand  millions  of  dollars,  and  manu- 
facturing capital  at  two  thousand  five  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 
The  other  tangible  wealth  of  the  nation  was  its  cities,  corpor- 
ations and  what  was  left  of  property  invested  in  commerce.  So 
that  of  course  many  thousand  millions  of  public  and  private 
indebtedness  constituted  much  of  the  thirty  thousand  millions 
of  imputed  wealth  of  the  nation. 

The  creditors  were  few,  but  the  debtors  were  the  whole  people. 
To  the  creditors  their  debts  were  wealth  ;  to  the  debtors  they 
were  poverty.  To  creditors  they  were  a  blessing ;  to  the  debt- 
ors they  were  a  curse.  The  causes  which  led  to  that  indebtedness 
tended  to  make  the  rich  less  numerous  but  more  rich,  and  the 
poor  more  numerous  but  more  poor.  As  far  as  legislation  was 
concerned,  they  were  just  the  causes  and  effects  that  Daniel 
Webster  pointed  out  and  deprecated  in  his  memorable  speech  at 
Faneuil  Hall  in  1820.  But  those  causes  with  their  effects  are 
now  adopted  as  our  most  favored  national  policy. 
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Tn  1865  the  war  had  imposed  upon  the  nation  many  thousand 
millions  of  dollars  of  debt,  and  Jay  Cook,  through  whom  all  the 
financial  aflfairs  of  the  nation  were  and  had  been  transacted, 
published  a  parnplilet,  entitled  ^'IIow  to  Make  our  National 
Debt  a  National  Blessing."  On  the  sixth  page  he  asserted  that 
the  debt  was  a  blessing,  and  to  pay  it  would  **  be  an  inconceiv- 
able national  misfortune."  The  reasons  which  he  gave  in  favor 
of  public  debts  would  apply  as  well  to  all  private  indebtedness. 
The  civil  war  was  demoralizing,  but  the  policy  of  Jay  Cook  was 
infinitely  more  so. 

Ilis  policy  was  wonderfully  alluring  to  corrupt  men  in  office. 
It  was  wonderfully  alluring  to  those  who  desired  to  tax  the 
many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few ;  and  his  influential  position 
gave  a  ready  excuse  for  the  adoption  of  his  policy.  If  the  debt 
was  a  blessing  its  increase  was  a  greater  blessing  without  any 
regard  to  the  means  of  such  increase.  Corrupt  legislators  con- 
cluded that  if  they  could  be  made  the  happy  recipients  of  that 
increase  of  indebtedness,  it  would  be  adding  doubly  to  the  wealth 
of  the  nation,  and  would  be  doubly  blessed.  Hence  the  Credit 
Mobilier  and  the  salary  grab,  and  the  numerous  other  acts  of 
official  corruption,  which  has  caused  the  civilized  world  to  look 
down  upon  us  with  pity  and  contempt  Corrupt  legislation  ha» 
thrown  burthens  upon  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  It 
has  deranged  our  system  of  labor,  and  consequently  throwa 
millions  of  people  out  of  employment,  and  filled  the  country 
with  tramps  and  vagabonds.  The  policy  of  transmitting  the 
people's  money  to  the  pockets  of  men  in  office,  has  been  adopted 
by  burglars,  and  in  the  sight  of  Heaven  the  crime  is  no  greater 
in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other. 

Public  and  private  debts,  to  a  large  extent  created  under  the 
Jay  Cook  policy,  constitute  a  large  per  cent  of  our  boasted  na- 
tional wealth;  and  the  condition  of  the  nation  growing  out  of 
that  policy,  is  happily  described  in  the  third  annual  report  of 
the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor,  made  to  the  Massachusetts 
State  Senate  in  1872,  and  published  at  the  expense  of  the  State 
for  gratuitous  distribution.     On  the  -iWth  page  it  reads  as  fol- 


8  FINANCE   AND   POLITICS. 

• 

lows :  "  Was  there  ever  a  time  in  our  history  when  the  abomin- 
ation of  desolation  in  wickedness  and  crime  was  more  shamefully 
rampant  than  now — when  the  vast  aggregation  of  riches  by  the 
few  has  produced  inordinate  poverty  among  the  many — when 
the  greed  for  wealth  has  seemed  to  justify  the  most  nefarious 
means  for  its  attainment — when  honesty  amon^t  officials  is  a 
virtue  of. great  rarity  amidst  prevailing  knavery?" 
January  13th,  1876. 


TRAITORa 


TRAITORS  OF   1812. 


-•-•- 


No  intelligent  man  at  the  present  day  will  deny  that  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  the  war  of  1812  was  one  of  the  most 
just  and  unavoidable  that  was  ever  waged.  Without  the  least 
justification  Great  Britain  had  caused  the  capture  of  six  hun- 
dred of  our  ships  and  twelve  thousand  of  our  seamen,  and  had 
forced  many  of  the  seamen  to  do  duty  in  her  own  ships  of  war ; 
so  that,  after  two  years  of  fruitless  remonstrance,  the  United 
States  was  compelled  to  take  up  arms  in  its  own  defence.  The 
people  of  Massachusetts  opposed  that  war.  As  far  as  they  were 
able  ihey  refused  to  supply  their  quota  of  troops,  or  pay  their 
proportion  of  taxes.  They  kept  open  trade  with  the  enemy, 
allowed  them  to  land  on  their  soil,  furnished  supplies  to  their 
blockading  ships,  and  gave  them  every  possible  aid  and  com- 
fort ;  while  they  perverted  even  the  pulpit,  in  exciting  prejudice 
against  their  own  government  and  the  war  it  was  waging. 

When  Mr.  Webster's  attention  was  called  to  these  facts  in 
1850  he  did  not  deny  them,  but  sought  their  palliation  by 
asserting  that  the  war  and  the  embargo  that  preceded  it  inter- 
fered with  the  most  cherished  interests  of  Massachusetts. 

Now  I  will  inquire  what  were  those  most  cherished  interests 
of  Massachusetts  ?  Agriculture  was  not  one  of  those  cherished 
interests,  for  Massachusetts  can  never  be  specially'tin  agricultur- 
al State ;  and  really  the  interest  of  agriculture  was  promoted  by 
the  war.  Commerce  generally  was  not  one  of  those  cherished 
interests,  for  two-thirds  of  our  commerce  has  ever  been  done 

in  the  city  of  New  York.     Manufacture  was  not  one  of  those 
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cherished  interests,  for  general  manufactures  had  not  then  come 
into  existence  in  this  country.  And  I  submit  for  public  consid- 
eration :  Wliat  were  those  most  cherished  interests  of  Massachu- 
setts, for  which  her  people  would  sacrifice  the  interests  and 
honor  of  their  country  ?    January  15th,  1876. 
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OUR  VICIOUS  CURRENCY 


•^•^ 


Having  submitted  for  public  consideration  the  inquiry:  Why 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  could  not  supply  its  peo- 
ple with  such  currency  as  all  others  enjoy,  when  they  were 
found  capable  of  nearly  doubling  their  wealth  while  expending 
or  sacrificing  thirteen  sixteenths  of  it ;  I  will  now  proceed  to 
notice  some  of  the  circumstances  under  which  that  phenomenon 
has  occurred.  That  these  circumstances  have  produced  wide 
spread  moral  corruption  among  all  classes  of  people,  and  filled 
the  country  with  vagabonds  and  burglars,  and  banished  official 
integrity  from  the  land,  is  apparent  to  all  and  admitted  by  alL 

Among  the  first  of  these  circumstances  is  the  fact  that  in  1861 
there  were  thousands  of  millions  of  private  debts  contracted  in 
gold  or  its  equivalent,  and  Congress  corruptly  passed  an  act 
compelling  those  creditors  to  take  their  pay  in  currency  at  fifty 
per  cent  discount,  notwithstanding  the  members  of  that  Con- 
gress had  sworn  in  the  presence  of  their  God  to  support  the 
Constitution,  the  preamble  to  which  declared  its  object  to  be  the 
establishment  of  justice. 

A  second  circumstance  is  that  in  1865  a  public  debt  of  many 
thousand  millions  of  dollars  had  been  contracted  in  currency,  at 
fifty  per  cent  discount,  and  Congress  by  its  acts  compelled  that 
debt  to  be  paid  in  gold.  The  reader  will  understand  that  Con- 
gress, sworn  to  support  a  Constitution  made  expressly  to  estab- 
lish justice,  compelled  payments  to  be  made  in  depreciated 
currency  on  contracts  made  in  coin,  and  on  the  other  hand  com- 
pelled payments  to  be  made  in  coin  on  contracts  made  in  a 
depreciated  currency. 

Again,  in  1865,  a  system  of  finance  was  existing  that  would 
have  paid  the  public  debt  in  five  years  without  oppressing  any- 
body.    But  under  the  policy  of  Jay  Cook,  that  the  debt  was 
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national  wealth  and  a  blessing,  and  that  its  payment  would  be 
an  inconceivable  national  misfortune,  Congress  repealed  the  laws 
that  imposed  its  payment  upon  wealth,  and  left  the  interest  of 
that  debt  and  the  support  of  the  Government  to  be  borne  by  the 
laboring  poor. 

To  still  further  guard  against  the  payment  of  that  debt,  and 
in  fact  to  render  its  payment  impossible  till  long  years  in  the 
future.  Jay  Cook,  with  one  banking  house  in  Washington  and 
another  in  London,  has  been  employed  under  the  name  of  Syn- 
dicate to  transmit  to  foreign  lands  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
millions  of  dollars  of  the  public  debt  It  requires  nearly  eighty 
millions  of  dollars  in  gold  to  pay\he  annual  interest  on  that 
foreign  debt,  and  the  payment  of  that  interest  is  imposed  upon 
a  people  whose  only  circulating  medium  is  a  depreciated  paper 
currency.  The  payment  of  that  foreign  interest  exhausts  all 
the  coin  the  country  can  produce,  and  of  course  to  supply  the 
people  of  the  States  with  such  currency  as  others  enjoy  is  an 
impossibility. 

This  state  of  things  has  not  been  produced  by  necessity,  but 
by  design.  And  as  I  have  already  suggested,  that  design  has 
been  to  retain  that  debt  as  a  national  blessing,  and  to  promote  a 
policy  by  which  the  poor  were  made  poorer  and  the  rich  richer. 

There  are  two  ways  by  which  the  people  can  be  raised  from 
their  financial  embarrassments.  One  is  to  restore  the  moral  tone 
of  the  people  and  confine  the  general  government  to  its  preroga- 
tives outside  of  the  State,  as  contemplated  in  the  Constitution, 
and  to  leave  the  States  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  internal  sover- 
eignty which  was  reserved  to  them  at  the  formation  of  the 
Federal  Union.  And  above  all,  not  to  tamper  by  legislation 
with  the  industry  of  the  country,  but  to  leave  it  to  be  governed 
by  the  natural  laws  of  trada  This  policy,  if  persevered  in, 
would  soon  restore  the  prosperity  of  the  country  and  place  it  at 
the  head  of  the  civilized  world. 

The  other  way  to  restore  the  finances  of  the  country  is  to 
keep  on  in  the  policy  we  are  now  pursuing.  And  when  the 
capitalists  of  Massachusetts  and  their  partisans  shall  have  mo- 
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nopolized  all  the  wealth  of  the  country,  and  shall  have  got 
the  control  of  the  public  lands,  our  cities,  our  corporations,  our 
railroads,  and  last,  though  not  least,  the  long  staple  cotton  lands 
of  the  South,  the  only  section  of  the  world  where  it  can  be 
grown,  then  through  their  carpet  baggers  they  can  contrive  to 
provoke  the  negroes  of  some  of  the  Southern  States  into  some 
acts  of  atrocity  that  will  shock  the  sensibilities  of  the  world, 
and  divest  them  of  human  sympathy.  They  will  then  reduce 
these  negroes  to  a  condition  worse  than  ordinary  slavery,  and 
use  them  to  raise  annually  ten  millions  of  bales  of  that  long 
staple  cotton.  With  that  they  can,  if  they  please,  restore  a 
specie  currency ;  but  national  liberty  will  be  gasping  beneath 
their  feet,  and  what  is  left  of  public  virtue  will  retire  to  the 
shades. 
January  17th,  1876. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  INTERESTS. 


-♦♦« 


Having  in  a  former  article  submitted  the  inquiry  what  thase 
"cherished  Massachusetts  interests"  were  that  indnced  her  to 
give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy  in  the  war  of  1812,  I  now 
propose  to  answer  it  We  have  already  considered  that  they 
are  not  agriculture  or  manufactures  or  commerce  generally. 
Mr.  Webster  spoke  of  them  in  the  plural  number,  and  that  they 
were  of  such  magnitude  that  the  embargo  reduced  thousands  of 
families  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  to  beggary. 

Well  then,  in* brief,  one  of  those  interests  was  the  fisheries  in 
which  Massachusetts  has  uniformly  employed  about  one  thou- 
sand vessels.  A  second  interest  was  the  exchanging  those  fish 
in  the  West  Indies  for  uniformly  one  hundred  thousand  hogs- 
heads of  molasses.  A  third  interest  was  the  converting  of  most 
of  the  molasses  into  Boston  rum.  And  lastly,  the  exportation 
of  a  thousand  hogsheads  of  that  rum,  with  thousands  of  cheap 
Belgian  muskets  and  tons  of  powder  annually  to  the  coast  of 
Africa  to  be  exchanged  for  slavea  The  fisheries  would  have 
been  of  small  account  without  the  West  India  market,  and  the 
molasses  would  have  been  of  small  account  had  it  not  been  con- 
verted into  rum.  The  Rev.  Jeremy  Belknap,  in  his  history  of 
slavery,  says  Boston  rum  was  its  main  spring;  and  these  inter- 
ests have  been  so  associated  from  the  first  settlement  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  the  present  day.  The  first  settlers  who  landed  on 
Plymouth  Bock  had  been  fishermen  in  Holland,  and  cotemporary 
with  the  sailing  of  the  May  Flower  was  one  of  their  ships  loaded 
with  fish,  which  was  exchanged  in  the  West  Indies  for  slaves 
which  they  landed  in  Virginia,  and  was  the  first  slave  ship  in 
the  United  States.  Sixteen  years  later  the  ship  Desire^  built  at 
Marblehcad,  landed  the  second  cargo  of  slaves  at  Salem,  a  dis- 
tillery having  already  been  erected  in  Massachusetts. 
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From  1636  to  1855  Massachusetts  had  annually  sent  rum, 
guns  and  powder  to  the  west  coast  of  Africa  to  be  invested  in 
slaves.  When  the  market  for  slaves  failed  in  the  United  States, 
South  Amerir*aan(l  the  West  Indicf^,  Mnsaachusetts  sent  no  more 
rum  to  the  western  slave  coast  of  Africa.  ,  But  a  slave  market 
having  been  opened  in  the  East  Indies,  she  now  sends  her  rum 
to  harbors  contiguous  to  the  easterly  coast  of  Africa. 

By  a  reference  to  the  224th  and  278th  pages  of  the  govern- 
ment report  upon  commerce  and  navigation  for  the  year  ending 
the  30th  of  June,  1873,  it  will  be  seen  that  1,001,155  gallons  of 
that  rum  was  exported  from  Boston  to  Africa,  or  harbors  con- 
tiguous to  it,  at  an  export  price  of  about  forty-eight  cents  per 
gallon.  Of  course  that  rum  had  never  paid  the  internal  tax  of 
seventy  cents  per  gallon  imposed  upon  the  distillation  of  all 
other  liquors.  Had  that  tax  been  imposed  it  would  have  made 
the  rum  too  expensive  for  the  slave  market  Such  a  tax  upon  a 
hundred  thousand  hogsheads  of  rum  distilled  in  Boston  would 
be  a  grievous  burden  upon  that  cherished  interest  Should  the 
seven  millions  of  dollars  which  such  tax  would  produce  annu- 
ally, be  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the  national  debt, 
according  to  the  national  philosophy  dictated  by  Massachusetts 
statesmen,  and  promulgated  by  Jay  Cook  and  adopted  by  the 
government,  it  would  be  to  that  amount  divesting  the  nation  of 
a  blessing  and  contributing  to  an  inconceivable  national  mis- 
fortune. 

February  3d,  1876. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  PATRIOTISM. 


In  the  war  of  1812  the  public  and  private  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States  took  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seven 
vessels  from  the  enemy,  and  captured  upon  them  8,084  guns  and 
11,797  seamen.  In  all  naval  conflicts  upon  anything  like  an 
equality,  the  American  arms  were  successful  with  one  extra- 
ordinary exception,  and  that  exception  I  will  proceed  to  notice. 
The  Chesapeak  was  a  first-class  frigate,  scarcely  inferior  to  a 
ship-otthe-lina  In  fact.  Commodore  Barron  was  tried  by  a 
naval  court-martial  and  dismissed  from  the  service  for  not  favor- 
ably resisting  a  British  ship-of-the-line  (the  Leopard)  before  the 
war,  but  lowering  his  flag  and  allowing  seamen  to  be  taken  from 
the  deck  of  the  CfiesapeaJc  Yet,  on  the  first  of  June,  1818,  that 
Chesapeak  was  captured  in  just  eleven  minutes  by  the  Shannon^ 
a  second-class  frigate,  all  of  her  officers  and  one-half  of  her  sea- 
men having  fallen — the  Shannon  in  the  meantime  having 
received  no  injury  to  either  ship  or  crew,  except  from  the  ex- 
plosion of  an  armed  chest  on  the  quarter-deck  of  the  Chesapeak^ 
of  which  they  had  possession. 

The  conflict  occurred  in  the  following  manner:  For  two 
months  the  Chesapeak  had  been  laying  in  Boston  harbor  with  no 
responsible  officer  on  board  and  with  less  than  a  full  comple- 
ment of  men.  And  for  some  weeks  the  Shannon  had  been 
kying  off  the  harbor.  On  the  first  of  June  Commodore  Lau- 
rence having  arrived  and  taken  command  of  the  ship,  the  people 
of  Boston  instructed  him  as  to  the  character  of  the  Shannon  and 
offered  to  reinforce  his  crew  with  auxiliaries,  in  order  to  effect 
the  capture.  The  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  wind  being  south- 
west, at  noon  the  pursuit  was  commenced.  After  a  chase  of 
five  hours  and  thirty  minutes  the  Shannon  threw  her  head  to 
the  south-east,  and  at  pistol  shot  distance  gave  the  advancing 


MASSACHUSETTS   INTERESTS.  17 

Chesapeak  three  raking  broadsides  and  immediately  boarded  her. 
Lieutenant  George  Budd,  though  wounded,  still  remained  on 
deck.  He  twice  called  for  boarders  and  once  to  haul  on  board 
the  fore-tack,  but  no  one  answered  to  his  call,  his  own  men 
having  either  fallen  or  were  drunk.  And  the  Boston  auxiliaries 
who  had  designedly  incapacitated  the  men  were  safely  ensconsed 
in  the  hold.  The.  whole  proceedings  proved  to  be  a  Yankee 
trick.  For  the  benefit  of  their  cherished  interests  the  people  of 
Boston  had  entered  into  an  amicable  arrangement  with  ofSicers 
of  the  British  fleet,  and  the  Chesapeak  had  been  sent  to  Boston 
to  interfere  with  that  arrangement  Hence,  during  the  two 
months  that  the  ship  lay  there  without  a  responsible  commander, 
to  prevent  the  sailors  from  interfering  with  their  arrangements 
they  demoralized  them  by  every  species  of  dissipation  and 
debauchery.  The  Boston  auxiliaries  sent  on  board  the  Chesa- 
peak  were  intended  to  betray.  And  the  Shannon  was  purposely 
prepared  for  the  occasion,  having  in  addition  to  her  full  crew  an 
officer  and  sixteen  men  from  the  ship  Belk  Poule  and  a  part  of 
the  crew  of  the  Sindoo. 

Thus  freed  from  the  Chesapeak  the  cherished  interests  of  Mas- 
sachusetts continued  to  flourish  under  British  protection  or 
forbearance  during  the  rest  of  the  war. 

Just  fifty-seven  years,  on)B  month  and  seven  days  after  the 
surrender  of  the  Chesapeak^  and  on  the  8th  day  of  July,  1870,  a 
Republican  Congress  authorized  the  issue  of  six  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  thousand  dollars  of  four  per  cent  government 
certificates  to  pay  Massachusetts  for  her  services  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  thus  added  that  much  to  our  "national  blessing." 

February  10th,  1876. 
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NATIONAL  EMBARRASSMENTS. 


-♦♦♦* 


That  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  nearly  doubled 
their  wealth  while  expending  over  three-fourths  of  it,  appears  to 
be  an  undisputed  fact,  and  yet  they  are  suffering  financial  em- 
barrassments beyond  all  other  people.  The  causes  of  these 
embarrassments  are  three-fold.  First,  the  national  debt  Sec- 
ond, the  interference  of  the  general  government  with  the  indus- 
trial interests  of  the  people.  And  lastly,  oflBicial  corruption.  A 
removal  of  either  of  these  causes  would  do  much  towards 
restoring  national  prosperity. 

I  have  asserted  in  a  former  article,  and  now  repeat,  that  "  if 
the  financial  policy  thai  existed  in  1865  had  been  continued,  the 
national  debt  would  long  since  have  been  paid."  By  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  in  1866,  the  revenues  of 
the  Government  were  $519,949,564.  From  that  sum  should  be 
deducted  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  civil,  diplomatic, 
military,  naval,  Indians  and  miscellaneous,  amounting  to  $60,- 
056,754.  I  have  selected  this  sum  as  it  was  the  expenditure  of 
1860,  which  the  sixth  section  of  the  national  Eepublican  platform 
of  that  year  denounced  as  recklessly  extravagant  Then  deduct 
also  from  the  reveiiues  of  1866,  $15,615,287  paid  in  pensions, 
and  it  would  leave  $444,277,527  to  be  applied  upon  the  national 
debt  Then  it  must  be  taken  into  account  that  with  judicious 
management  the'revenues  from  the  public  lands  and  from  cus- 
toms, and  from  the  restored  Southern  States  might  have  been 
greatly  increased.  From  these  circumstances  it  will  appear  to 
the  most  obtuse  mind  that  it  would  have  taken  but  a  few  years 
to  pay  the  national  debt  Had  that  debt  remained  in  American 
hands  and  been  paid  in  gold,  that  gold  would  have  remained  in 
the  country  and  been  the  basis  for  giving  the  people  such  cur- 
rency as  others  enjoy.  That  gold  would  not  only  have  remained 
in  the  country,  but  the  rapidly  diminishing  national  debt  would 
soon  have  made  currency  its  equivalent    But  it  was  the  policy 
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of  a  Republican  govemmetit  to  consider  that  debt  a  national 
blessing,  and  its  payment  an  inconceivable  national  misfortune. 
To  avoid  its  payment,  therefore,  it  used  even  arbitrary  means  to 
transfer  that  debt  to  the  hands  of  foreigners,  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  which  exhausts  the  country  of  all  its  coin,  ren- 
dering the  payment  of  the  principal  nearly  impossible.  To 
reduce  the  revenues  of  the  Government  they  have  squandered 
the  public  lands,  and  have  thrown  every  possible  embarrassment 
in  the  way  of  the  industries  of  the  country,  particularly  at  the 
South,  and  while  heaping  most  oppressive  duties  upon  the  im- 
ports of  the  country,  have  made  a  free  list  of  over  one  hundred 
and  fifty  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  imported  goods  annually, 
and  that  free  list  is  made  specially  to  benefit  the  rich,  and  when 
the  poor  are  apparently  benefitted  by  it,  it  really  operates  to 
heap  upon  them  many  fold  greater  burthens. 

The  act  of  Congress  making  1879  a  financial  millenium  is  a 
humbug.  With  all  the  coin  of  the  country  exhausted  in  pay- 
ing the  interest  on  our  foreign  debt,  we  shall  be  no  better  pre- 
pared to  resume  specie  payments  then  than  now.  That  act  is  not 
only  an  imposition,  but  sets  another  precedent  of  violation  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  for  it  excludes  from  its  operations  individ- 
ual debts  already  contracted.  Therefore,  the  many  millions  of 
those  debts  still  existing,  contracted  in  coin  or  its  equivalent 
prior  to  1862,  and  such  of  those  debts  as  were  re-invested  when 
payment  was  compelled  in  a  depreciated  currency,  are  excluded 
from  the  benefits  of  that  law. 

There  may  have  been  some  excuse  for  the  original  injustice 
as  a  dire  necessity,  but  there  can  be  no  such  excuse  after  four- 
teen years  of  peace.  It  was  just  such  corrupt  legislation  that 
prompted  the  remark  in  the  New  York  Ledger  of  March  loth, 
1873,  "that  we  must  reform  or  perish  as  a  nation."  A  similar 
expression  will  be  found  in  the  Christian  Union  of  December 
29th,  1875,  for  the  same  reason.  And  that  law  gives  additional 
justification  to  the  report  of  the  bureau  of  the  Massachusetts 
Senate,  "  that  the  abomination  of  desolation  and  wickedness  was 
never  so  shamefully  rampant  in  our  country  as  now." 

February  17th,  1876. 
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SPECIE   PAYMENTS. 


The  act  of  Congress  fixing  1879  Tor  the  restoration  of  specie 
payments  is  to  be  the  great  panacea  for  all  our  national  troubles. 
Woe  to  the  Republican  who  should  dare  to  express  a  doubt  of 
it  And  even  a  prominent  Democrat,  who  should  dare  express 
such  a  doubt,  would  draw  upon  himself  the  maledictions  of  the 
whole  subsidised  Republican  press. 

Therefore  an  act,  fraught  with  such  w5nderful  consequences, 
will  bear  a  little  examination  : — 

Its  first  section  provides  for  withdrawing  from  circulation  the 
whole  fractional  currency  and  substituting  silver  <join  in  its 
stead.  As  that  silver  coin  by  our  government  standard  is  alloyed 
and  debased  below  that  of  all  other  nations,  it  is  not  easy  to  con- 
ceive  how  the  people  are  to  be  benefitted  by  the  exchanga  For 
all  conceivable  purposes  the  fractional  is  the  most  convenient  cur- 
rency. 

The  second  section  provides  for  coining  gold  bullion  without 
charge,  and  of  course  is  of  no  concern  to  the  pcopla 

The  third  section  provides  for  contracting  a  foreign  debt  of 
three  hundred  millions  of  dollars  in  the  procurement  of  coin  as 
a  basis  for  restoring  specie  payment,  thereby  increasing  that  for- 
eign debt  to  two  thousand  millions  of  dollars,  the  interest  upon 
which  would  require  in  coin  the  annual  payment  of  at  least 
ninety  millions  of  dollars. 

That  act  also  provides  for  an  extension  of  our  paper  currency, 
which  is  now  but  little  short  and  may  soon  exceed  one  thousand 
millions  of  dollars. 

That  three  hundred  millions  of  coin  is  therefore  to  be  the 
basis  to  secure  specie  payments  for  that  thousand  millions  of 
paper  currency,  and,  if  required,  for  the  thousands  of  millions 
of  individual  indebtedness  and  the  payment  in  coin  of  ninety 
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millions  of  dollars  i^nnually  in  interest  to  the  foreign  creditor. 
As  the  interest  to  the  foreign  creditor  would,  in  a  few  years, 
exhaust  the  whole  of  that  three  hundred  millions  of  coin,  I  must 
beg  to  be  permitted  to  pronounce  that  whole  act  of  Congress  a 
humbug. 

That  foreign  debt  should  never  have  been  contracted,  and 
should  not  under  any  circumstances  be  increased.  It  was  con- 
tracted with  the  American  creditors  in  currency.  The  Ameri- 
can people  possessed  thirty  thousand  millions  of  dollars  of 
wealth,  nearly  one-half  of  which  was  a  floating  capital  seeking 
investments,  and  the  government  indebtedness  was  one  of  the 
investments.  But  to  promote  the  cherished  interests  of  Massa- 
chusetts under  the  direction  of  a  Massachusetts  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Congress  passed  acts  by  which  those  investments  were 
arbitrarily  forced  &om  the  hands  of  Americans  into  those  of  the 
foreign  creditors.  Had  those  investments  remained  in  American 
hands  and  the  financial  policy  of  1865  been  continued,  they 
would  long  since  have  been  paid.  And  even  under  the  Bepub- 
lican  policy  of  taking  the  payment  of  that  indebtedness  from 
property  and  imposing  it  upon  the  industry  of  the  country,  the 
eighty  millions  of  coin  now  annually  paid  in  interest  to  the 
foreign  creditor  would  have  been  retained  in  this  country,  pro- 
viding us  with  five  or  six  hundred  millions  of  dollars  of  coin 
upon  which  to  base  specie  payment& 

February  18th,  1876. 
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TWO  CIVILIZATIONS. 


The  New  York  Christian  Advocate  of  October  7th,  1875,  said  : 
"There  are  in  this  country  two  diverse  forms  of  civilization, 
**  which  slavery  has  largely  intensified,  and  they  did  anticipate 
"  the  extension  of  northern  civilization  till  that  of  Massachusetts 
**  should  lean  upon  the  Rio  Grand."  To  the  existence  of  the  two 
civilisEations  intensified  by  slavery  the  editor  imputed  the  divi- 
sion of  the  Methodist  church,  and  of  course  all  the  evils  which 
have  afflicted  our  country.  Though  slavery  has  ceased  to  exist,  yet 
those  different  civilizations  prevent  the  union  of  the  church  and 
keep  up  discord  in  the  nation.  Massachusetts  could  not  tolerate 
two  religious  in  the  days  of  Boger  Williams,  and  she  cannot  tol- 
erate two  kinds  of  civilizations  now.  It  may  be  well  therefore 
to  refer  to  her  peculiar  civilization  at  different  periods  of  her  ' 
history. 

First,  then,  in  the  war  of  1812,  because  the  war  interfered 
with  her  cherished  interests,  as  war  always  does  with  all  people, 
she  made  common  cause  with  the  enemy  against  her  own  coun- 
try.  While  the  war-ships  of  her  country  made  glorious  histo- 
ries, she,  by  her  treachery,  caused  the  capture  of  one  of  the  best 
of  them  by  an  inferior  ship,  and  in  eleven  minutes,  and  attended 
by  the  unexampled  slaughter  of  all  her  officers  and  half  the 
crew. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  1814,  commissioners  of  the  two  nations 
met  at  Ghent,  in  Flanders,  to  negotiate  a  peace.  The  British 
claimed  that  the  Indians  within  the  United  States  had  been  their 
allies,  and,  therefore,  privileges  must  be  extended  to  them  as 
though  they  were  a  separate  and  independent  people.  Without, 
however,  claiming  that  the  people  of  Massachusetts  had  been 
their  allies,  they  prepared  certain  provisions  for  their  benefit 
They  prepared  to  extend  to  them  all  privileges  of  British  sub- 
jects in  fishing  in  British  waters,  and,  as  the  people  of  Massachu- 
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setts  had  expressed  violent  opposition  to  the  purchase  of  Louisi- 
ana, including  all  territory  westof  fhe  Mississippi,  they  proposed 
that  all  that  territorv  should  be  ceded  to  the  British  crown. 

In  reply  the  American  commissioners  stated  that  such  propo- 
sitions would  only  be  a  fit  subject  for  deliberation  when  it 
became  necessary  to  decide  upon  the  expediency  of  an  absolute 
surrender  of  national  independence. 

The  British  commissioners  expressed  regret  at  the  refusal  to 
discuss  their  propositions,  and  the  British  government,  conjoint- 
ly with  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  took  measures  to  compel  a 
compliance  with  theuL 

The  British  sent  a  fleet  and  army  into  Chesapeake  bay,  and 
burned  the  city  of  Washington  and  bombarded  Baltimore. 
They  sent  another  fleet  and  army  to  take  possession  of  the 
Louisiana  Territory,  and  Massachusetts  concentrated  twenty 
thousand  of  her  troops  at  Boston.  She  did  more.  Uuder  a  rep- 
resentation that  the  affairs  of  the  general  government  were  mis- 
managed, her  Governor  called  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature, 
which  met  on  the  8th  of  October,  and  passed  an  act  recommending 
a  convention  to  deliberate  upon  the  state  of  the  nation  and  to 
dictate  certain  terms  to  the  government  Upon  the  provisions 
of  that  aid  the  notorious  Hartford  convention  assembled  in 
December,  and  their  deliberations  were  cut  short  by  the  treaty 
of  peace.    Such  was  Massachusetts  civilization  then. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  1870,  a  Republican  Congress  passed  an 
act  authorizing  the  issue  of  six  hundred  and  seventy-eight  thou- 
sand dollars  of  four  per  cent  script,  to  pay  Massachusetts  for  her 
auxiliaries  on  board  the  Chesapeak  in  1813,  and  to  pay  for 
her  twenty  thousand  troops  concentrated  at  Boston  in  1814. 
And  that  is  a  sample  of  their  civilization  now.  Ilad  those 
claims  been  just,  would  their  payment  have  been  delayed  for 
half  a  century  ?  If  such  civilization  commends  itself  to  the 
editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate,  can  it  meet  the  approbation  of 
an  enlightened  and  patriotic  people  7 

February  24th,  1876. 
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AGRICULTURAL     INTERESTS. 


With  a  territory  equal  in  extent  to  that  of  all  Europe,  with 
every  variety  of  climate  and  most  fertile  soil,  and  with  a  most 
intelligent,  enterprising  and  industrious  people,  the  United  States 
ought  to  be  the  granary  of  the  world.  And  yet  its  agriculture 
has  sunk  into  a  second-rate  interest,  the  annual  productions  of 
which  have  not  been  increased  during  the  last  fifteen  years,  not- 
withstanding our  vast  increase  of  {X)pulation ;  and  much  of  the 
present  production  of  agriculture  is  of  a  spontaneous  growth 
and  not  the  fruits  of  industry. 

These  facts  are  specially  worthy  the  attention  of  political 
economists  and  statesmen.  They  will  readily  discover  that  they 
are  the  fruits  of  what  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Christian 
Advocate  is  pleased  to  call  "  the  advancing  civilization  of  Massa- 
chusetts." They  are  the  eflFects  of  the  policy  adopted  to  promote 
the  cherished  interests  of  Massachusetts  ;  and  her  statesmen,  now 
having  the  control  of  the  government,  are  influenced  by  the 
same  selfish,  wicked  policy  that  they  manifested  in  the  war  of 
1812.  Fifteen  years  ago  two-thirds  of  our  commerce  was  done 
in  American  ships.  Now  two-thirds  of  our  commerce  is  done 
in  foreign  ships ;  and  the  same  causes  which  have  depressed 
agriculture  have  depressed  commerce.  During  the  last  fifteen 
years  the  products  of  manufacturers  have  nearly  doubled,  and 
the  same  causes  that  have  depressed  agriculture  and  commerce 
have  produced  this  increase  of  manufactures. 

Fifteen  years  ago  the  annual  products  of  agriculture  exceeded 
that  of  all  others.  Now  the  products  of  manufacturers  exceed 
that  of  all  others.  And  yet\he  capital  invested  in  agriculture  is 
over  ten  thousand  millions  of  dollars,  employing  nearly  six  mil- 
lions of  laborers;  while  the  capital  invested  in  manufactures  is 
only  about  two  thousand  millions  of  dollars,  employing  only 
about  two  millions  of  laborers. 
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The  policy  which  has  produced  these  effects  has  produced  all 
the  evils  under  which  the  nation  has  suffered  during  the  past 
fifteen  years.  It  has  produced  the  cancer  that,  in  the  language 
of  the  C/iristian  Union^  is  imperiling  our  nation.  It  is  the  source 
of  that  corruption  from  which,  in  the  language  of  the  New  York 
Ledger^  we  must  reform  or  perish.  It  is  the  source  of  that  Wick- 
edness and  crime  which  is  declared  in  the  report  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Senate  bureau  to  be  rampant  over  our  country.  It  has 
stirred  up  sectional  prejudices  and  hatred.  It  has  disturbed  the 
whole  industrial  interests  of  our  country,  and  filled  it  with 
tramps,  vagabonds  and  burglars.  It  has  produced  inordinate 
wealth  with  the  few  and  abject  poverty  with  the  many. 

The  people  can  remedy  all  these  evils  if  they  act  in  time ;  but 
delay  may  put  the  remedy  beyond  their  reach.  The  few  in 
whose  hands  the  wealth  of  the  nation  will  be  concentrated  will 
have  their  feet  upon  the  necks  of  the  people.  A  large  stride 
has  already  been  made  towards  that  result 

To  be  brief,  the  remedy  for  that  corruption  is  in  stopping  the 
march  of  that  peculiar  Massachusetts  civilization — the  most 
marked  characteristic  of  which  is  to  possess  herself  of  the  fruits  of 
others'  industries  without  an  equivalent  To  do  so,  absolute 
sovereignty  over  all  their  internal  interests  must  be  restored  to 
the  Statea  The  general  Government  must  be  restricted  from 
iterfering,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  industry  of  the 
people  within  the  States.  Such  industry  should  be  left  to  the 
natural  laws  of  trada  And  the  hackneyed  doctrine  of  govern- 
mental protection  to  industry  should,  above  all  things,  never  be 
tolerated.  And  no  man  should  be  elected  to  office  who  shall 
not  stand  pledged  to  such  policy.  And  since  clergymen  have 
become  rabid  politicians,  their  support  should  depend  upon  their 
making  the  same  pledge. 

March  9th,  1876. 
4 
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THE  MASSACHUSETTS  PHALANX. 


■♦♦* 


Greece,  in  the  days  of  Alexander,  did  not  much  exceed  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  it  extent  and  population,  and  yet,  aided 
by  the  Macedonian  phalanx,  she  held  the  world  in  subjection 
for  agea  Massachusetts  has  more  than  one  phalanx,  each  of 
which  are  vastly  more  numerous  than  those  of  Greece.  Through 
her  carpet-baggers  she  controlls  a  phalanx  of  a  million  ignorant 
negroes,  to  be  used  at  the  polls  or  battle-field,  as  occasion  may 
require. 

Through  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  office-holders,  she 
controls  a  phalanx  among  whom  a  Massachusetts  official  bureau 
has  reported  that  honesty  and  virtue  is  a  great  rarity. 

Through  at  least  twenty  thousand  clergymen,  she  controls  a 
phalanx  that  the  Eev.  James  H.  Fairchild,  the  President  of 
Oberlin  College,  in  Ohio,  in  a  published  pamphlet,  says  are 
spreading  corruption  and  crime  and  periling  the  safety  of  the 
Republic.  Instead  of  the  olive  branch,  the  clergymen  associate 
the  sword  with  the  cross;  instead  of  the  precepts  of  the  Bible, 
they  propogate  the  dogmas  of  the  politician ;  instead  of  love 
they  stir  up  hate ;  instead  of  peace  they  fan  the  flames  of  war. 
These  are  the  instruments  with  which  Massachusetts  now  con- 
trols the  destinies  of  this  nation.  In  brief,  these  instruments  are 
ignorance,  knavery  and  hypocrisy ;  and,  if  required,  Mr.  D.  A. 
Brayton  says  "  they  will  associate  another  phalanx  composed  of 
Chinese."  By  his  showing  the  two  millions  of  manufacturing 
laborers  were  formerly  Americans.  For  them  they  are  substi- 
tuting Europeans,  and  will  soon  fill  their  places  with  Chinese. 
Or,  in  the  language  of  the  Massachusetts  bureau,  changing  intel- 
ligent men  for  witless  ones. 

If  these  Massachusetts  politicians  are  to  be  our  future  mas- 
ters, it  is  wise  to  study  their  antecedents.    It  is  their  boast  that 
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tbey  are  the  descendants  of  those  who  landed  on  Plymoth  Bock, 
the  most  marked  characteristics  of  whom  and  their  posterity 
have  been  bigotry  and  avarice.  Though  the  people  of  England 
have  ever  sustained  a  high  religious  character,  the  emigrants  to 
this  country  could  not  endure  them  because  tbey  favored  the 
doctrine  of  Armenius  and  the  Episcopal  form  of  religion.  Those 
emigrants  therefore  went  to  Amsterdam,  in  Holland,  and  some 
technical  difference  in  doctrine  or  forms  in  church  government 
Boon  caused  a  feud  among  themselves,  and  they  separated,  a 
part  remaining  in  Amsteniam  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  the 
Bev.  John  Smith,  and  a  part,  at  much  ^sacrifice  to  themselves, 
emigrating  to  Leyden  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  Bev.  John 
Bobinson  and  the  Bev.  Samuel  Ames.  After  a  sojourn  of 
twelve  years  in  Holland  they  found  that  they  could  not  endure 
the  Dutch  because  they  were  too  tolerant  of  all  religions,  they 
therefore  emigrated  to  America.  Because  the  Indians  were 
heathen  they  made  slaves  of  theuL  They  even  sold  into  slave- 
ry the  grand  children  of  Massasoit,  who,  in  days  of  their  n#ed, 
had  been  their  protector  and  benefactor.  In  the  language  of 
Edward  Everett,  "  they  sold  those  children  from  the  cool  breezes 
of  New  England  to  gasp  under  the  lash  beneath  the  burning 
sun  of  the  tropics  in  the  West  Indiea"  They  could  not  endure 
the  Baptists,  therefore  they  imprisoned,  whipped  and  hung  thenrL 
To  avoid  such  fate,  Boger  Williams  had  to  flee  to  the  wilder- 
ness and  make  his  home  among  the  savages.  They  could  not 
endure  Quakers,  therefore  they  imprisoned,  whipped  and  bung 
them,  and  ordered  their  children  to  be  sold  into  West  Indian 
slavery. 

They  cannot  now  endure  the  Catholics,  and  are  preparing  to 
open  a  political  campaign  against  them.  And  according  to  the 
New  York  Christian  Advocate  of  October  7th,  1875,  there  is  a 
southern  civilization  that  they  cannot  endure,  and,  in  conse- 
quence they  are  going  to  plant  Massachusetts  civilization  upon 
the  shores  of  the  Bio  Granda  But  avarice,  after  all,  has  been 
their  most  marked  characteristic,  and  that  we  will  consider  in  a 
future  number. 

March  16th,  1876. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  CIVILIZATION. 


#■» 


The  idea  of  carrying  Massachusetts  civilization  to  the  Rio 
Grande  is  as  old  as  our  Government,  and  it  has  been  a  marked 
characteristic  during  our  whole  history,  and  will  account  for 
much  which  would  otherwise  be  inexplicable. 

The  compromise  of  1850,  into  which  all  the  then  existing  par- 
ties entered,  if  persisted  in  would  have  been  fatal  to  that  policy. 
To  obviate  such  a  consequence  the  Republican  party  sprang 
into  existence  in  1856,  and  provoked  the  civil  war  and  rushed 
madly  into  it,  giving  it  characteristics  of  atrocity  that  has  aston- 
ished the  whole  civilized  world,  to  one  of  which  I  will  call  atten- 
tion^  The  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  was  fought  on  Saturday,  the 
80th  of  August,  1862,  in  which  the  Government  army  was  defeat- 
ed with  the  loss  of  thirty  odd  thousand  men,  thirty  thousand  stand 
of  arms,  a  vast  amount  of  military  stores  and  forty  cannon. 
Incidents  in  connection  with  that  battle  fully  illustrates  the 
Massachusetts  and  Southern  civilization.  Partisans  of  Massa- 
chusetts had  control  of  the  Government,  and,  of  course,  con- 
trolled its  sword  and  purse.  Through  that  control  they  had 
their  hands  in  every  man's  pocket  and  their  yoke  upon  every 
man's  neck  and  their  gag  in  every  man's  mouth  ;  and  they  estab- 
lished a  most  arbitrary  censorship  over  the  press,  and  they  made 
public  declaration  that  they  would  attain  their  object,  whatever 
it  may  be,  if  it  took  the  last  man  and  the  last  dollar  to  do  so. 
Whatever  eminated  from  that  press  under  that  censorship,  may 
therefore  be  set  down  as  authentic  history. 

As  already  suggested,  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  was  on 
Saturday,  the  30th  of  August  On  Thursday,  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember, the  following  was  published  in  the  Washington  Repub- 
ftc— government  paper — and  on  the  6th  copied  into  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce: — 
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"Messrs.  Winter,  Stoddard  and  Boyd,  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Hutchinson,  of  the  Inter- 
nal Department,  arrived  in  this  city  last  night,  direct  from  the 
Bull  Run  battle-field.  They  were  the  remnant  of  a  party  of  vol- 
unteers who  w<5nt  down  irom  the  city,  about  thirty  of  whom 
succeeded  in  going  on  to  the  field  on  Monday  morning,  where 
they  found  enough  to  do  in  saving  the  lives  of  our  wounded 
soldiers.  They  worked  industriously  night  and  day.  The  field 
over  an  extent  of  five  miles  in  length  by  three  in  widlh,  was 
found  completly  strewn  with  our  dead  and  wounded.  One 
space  of  several  acres  was  found  very  thickly  strewn,  some  lying 
in  masses.  About  twenty  surgeons  were  with  the  party.  The 
great  want  was  food,  some  of  the  wounded  had  not  taken  food 
lor  four  days  and  some  died  of  hunger.  It  was  horrible  to  wit- 
ness the  agonies  of  those  men.  They  said  they  were  compelled 
to  leave  on  account  of  hunger  themselves,  leaving  only  ten  of 
their  number  on  the  field.  Many  of  those  dying  might  be  saved 
if  relief  was  promptly  sent  The  prisoners  seen  by  the  party 
represented  that  they  were  well  treated  by  the  enemy,  except  in 
the  matter  of  food,  which  the  enemy  did  not  have  in  their  pos- 
session. They  said  that  they  sent  to  the  enemy  for  supplies 
which  was  always  granted,  and  which  was  certainly  creditable 
to  the  enemy,  and  showed  that  a  humane  feeling  still  possessed 
their  breasts,  notwithstanding  the  terrible  war  that  was  now  waged 
against  them.  On  Thursday  a  train  of  ambulances  was  sent  by 
the  Government  Surgeon-general  which  brought  off  the 
wounded." 

The  Philadelphia  Enquirer  published  on  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber that  "  the  enemy  treated  the  wounded  very  carefully  and 
**  rendered  all  possible  assistance  to  the  nurses,"  and  that  "  they 
^*  were  parolling  prisoners  by  thousands,"  and  that  "they  made 
"  exchanges  with  their  prisoners,  giving  them  one  hundred  dollars 
**  in  greenbacks  for  five  in  silver."  That  "  many  of  the  men  took 
*^  advantage  of  that  exchange  and  in  consequence  were  purchas- 
"  ing  all  sorts  of  trumpery." 

Now  the  facts  here  stated  are  official,  mostly  published  in  a 
Government  paper  and  the  balance  published  under  the  eye  of 
a  Government  censorship,  and  nothing  in  atrocity  can  exceed  it 
in  history.  To  have  unnesessarily  left  a  single  wounded  indi- 
vidual four  long  days  and  nights  to  suffer  and  starve  is  too  hor- 
rible to  contemplate,  and  would  be  a  matter  of  national  concern. 
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And  then  the  idea  of  leaving  twenty  thousand  in  that  condition 
must  astonish  the  world  of  mankind  in  alL  future  time.  Even 
the  savage  Indian  will  run  almost  any  hazard  to  carry  his 
wounded  companion  from  the  battle  deld.  And  the  care  of 
their  dead  and  wounded  in  battle  has  ciiaracterized  all  people  in 
history.  Homer  tells  us  that  a  noble  Trojan  chieftain,  dying 
upon  the  battle-field  three  thousand  year:*  ago,  said  to  his  second 
in  command : — 

"  Now  lead  my  troops  and  combat  at  their  head, 
Inspire  the  living  and  supply  the  dead, 
That,  taught  by  thy  example,  all  may  try 
Like  me  to  vanquish  or  like  me  to  die/' 

The  battle  of  Bull  Bun  was  near  a  station  on  a  railroad  of 
iNchich  the  government  had  control.  That  station  was  twenty- 
seven  miles  from  Alexandria,  and,  of  course,  but  a  little  over 
one  hour's  ride  from  the  city  of  Washington.  The  Government 
had  thousands  of  surgeons  and  nurses  at  command,  and  yet  never 
sent  one  to  the  relief  of  the  wounded.  None  went  but  vol- 
unteers from  among  the  citizena  The  Government  might  have 
had  thousands  of  ambulances  on  the  field  early  Sunday  morn- 
ing, and  yet  none  were  sent  till  Thursday  after  thousands  had 
starved  and  perished. 

Before  the  excitement  of  the  battle  had  subsided  Southern 
civilization  induced  them  to  parole  nine  thousand  prisoners  and 
to  treat  with  kindness  their  wounded  enemies,  and  to  divide  with 
them  their  supplies,  while  Massachusetts  civilization  induced 
them  to  leave  their  thousands  to  perish  miserably  on  the  field. 
Southern  civilization  induced  them  to  trade  with  their  prisoners 
of  war  and  give  large  odds  between  greenbacks  and  silver, 
while  ladies*  spoons  were  not  safe  in  the  pantry  against  the 
chivalric  civilization  of  Massachusetts. 

And  yet  what  an  awful  tax  in  blood  and  treasure  we  have 
paid  in  order  to  carry  that  Massachusetts  civilization  to  the  Bio 
Grande. 

March  23rd,  1876. 
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The  characteristics  exhibited  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull 
Ran,  was  conspicious  during  the  whole  progress  of  the  civil  war. 
On  the  part  of  the  North  the  same  reckless  disregard  of  human 
life  and  suffering,  and  the  same  apparent  dodged  determination 
to  sacrifice  the  last  dollar,  if  necessary,  to  attain  their  object 
The  people  of  the  South  at  the  same  time  were  characterized  for 
their  bravery  and  humanity. 

The  censorship  of  the  press  has  thrown  a  cloud  over  much  of 
the  true  history  of  the  war.  and  the  incidents  of  the  second  bat- 
tle of  Bull  Run  would  never  have  been  so  trudy  published  had 
not  that  censorship  been  temporarily  relaxed  through  the  paralyz- 
ing influence  of  a  terrible  defeat     It  has  been  the  studied  object 
of  the  government  not  only  to  conceal,  but  to  falsify  the  history 
of  passing  events,  and  to  that  end  it  has  not  hesitated  to  resort 
to  most  horrible  atrocities.     It  caused  an  innocent  woman  to  be 
hung  in  order  to  conceal  the  actual  author  of  President  Lincoln's 
assassination ;  and  it  caused  an  innocent  German  to  be  hung  in 
order  to  divert  public  attention  from  the  authors  of  the  suffer- 
ings at  Andersonville ;  and  it  may  be  well  to  raise  the  veil  and 
look  at  the  true  authors  of  those  sufferinga     A  record  kept  bj 
Dorance  Atwater  could  give  that  history.    He  belonged  to  the. 
Connecticut  Cavalry,  and  was  long  a  prisoner  at  Andersonville^ 
and  was  employed  there  to  keep  a  record  of  the  prison,  a  copy 
of  which  he  retained.    Secretary  Stanton  sought  and  obtained 
possession  of  that  record,  and  threw  Atwater  into  prison  for 
attempting  to  get  it  back.     The  Berkshire  Cowrier  of  January 
5th,  1876,  says:    "Through  the  influence  of  friends  Atwater 
*'  was  finally  released  from  prison,  and,  to  cover  the  scoundrel* 
**  ism  of  the  War  Department,  was  sent  as  Consul  to  the  Scy- 
<<chelle  Islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,"  which  certainly  waa 


32  FINAXCE    AND    POLITICS. 

equivalent  to  imprisonment     The  record,  of  course,  will  never 
be  permitted  to  come  to  the  light 

The  Rev.  N.  Norton,  a  member  of  the  Erie  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  General  Financial  Agent  of 
Allegany  College,  accompanied  by  others,  visited  the  Anderson- 
ville  prison  and  published  the  result  of  his  observations  in  the 
Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate  ol  March  3rd,  1866.  lie  stated  "that 
"  the  prison  location  was  healthy  and  the  water  pure,  and  that  it 
"  was  evidently  so  regarded  by  the  rebel  authorities  when  they 
"located  it  there."  He  said  :  "  Through  the  humanity  of  those 
"  having  charge  of  the  cemetery  each  man  had  a  separate  grave, 
"  numbered  and  the  name,  regiment  and  date  of  death  marked 
"  upon  the  grave  and  entered  in  a  carefully-preserved  register, 
"  and  perhaps  in  no  other  soldiers'  cemetery  are  the  graves  so 
"  accurately  identified,  and  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  deaths  there 
"  occurred  during  the  sickly  months  of  August,  September  and 
"  October." 

Mr.  Ould,  the  Southern  Commissioner,  early*in  the  year  pro- 
posed the  exchange  of  prisoners,  to  avoid  which  the  North  inter- 
posed a  negro  question.  Mr.  Ould  then  consented  that  the 
exchange  might  be  made  upon  any  terms  the  North  might  dic- 
tate, and  that  was  refused.  He  then  proposed  in  August  that  if 
ships  were  sent  for  the  purpose  the  prisoners  would  be  released 
without  exchange,  and  this  was  neglected  till  the  month  of 
December,  when  the  sickly  season  had  passed. 

The  productions  of  the  southeastern  States  are  cotton,  tobacco 
and  sugar,  and  are  not  grain-growing ;  and  Harper^s  Magazine  for 
March,  1876,  tells  us  that  at  one  time  the  women  and  children  were 
put  upon  half  rations  in  order  to  supply  the  army  with  food. 
Under  such  circumstances  it  would  not  be  surprising  that  30,000 
prisoners  of  war  should  be  somewhat  limited  in  provisions. 
Certain  imported  drugs  are  necessary  to  the  health  of  the  people 
of  the  South  during  the  sickly  season,  and  in  consequence  the 
Government  had  made  those  drugs  contraband  of  war.  If, 
therefore,  the  people  suffered  for  want  of  those  drugs,  how  much 
more  so  must  thirty  thousand  unaccli mated  soldiers  suffered  in 
aa  overcrowded  prison.     Instead,  therefore,  of  its  being  surpris- 
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ing  that  twelve  thousand  of  those  prisoners  died,  it  is  surprising 
that  eighteen  thousand  should  have  survived. 

The  editor  of  the  Berkshire  Courier  called  the  action  of  the 
Government  "a  scoundrelism,"  while  the  Rev.  Mr.  Norton 
credited  the  South  with  honesty  and  humanity. 

The  Southern  soldiers  exhibited  the  same  humanity  at  Manas- 
sas, and,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  there  they  marked  the  graves 
of  their  slain  enemies,  and  sent  word  to  their  relatives  through 
the  paroled  prisoners.  They  did  so  in  the  case  of  the  son  of 
Mr.  William  Chamberlain,  of  Red  Hook,  Dutchess  county,  and  in 
consequence  the  body  of  young  Chamberlain  now  sleeps  in  his 
native  town. 

The  Government,  in  violation  of  all  civilized  warfare,  inflicted 
unnecessary  suffering  upon  the  peopjf  of  the  South  during  the 
war.  As  far  as  it  was  able  it  deprived  the  people  of  subsistence 
and  the  means  of  preserving  health.  It  caused  their  houses  to 
be  plundered  and  their  habitations  to  be  burned.  And  it  was 
considered  an  extraordinary  act  of  humanity  that  the  people  of 
Atlanta  were  permitted  to  move  their  sick  and  helpless  to  the 
fields  and  forests  before  applying  the  incendiary  torch  to  their 
city. 

The  Government  seemed  equally  reckless  and  indifferent  to  the 
physical  suffering  of  its  own  people  during  the  war,  and  is  now 
indifferent  to  their  financial  sufferings,  and  has  done  much 
wantonly  to  increase  and  perpetuate  their  sufferings,  while  its 
demagogues,  by  misrepresentations,  are  seeking  to  make  politi- 
cal capital  out  of  both  those  physical  and  financial  sufferings. 
Because  one  of  those  demagogues  received  a  fitting  rebuke,  a 
professedly  religious  paper,  called  the  New  York  Witness^  has 
expressed  very  great  indignation. 

W  hen  a  people  have  become  hopelessly  or  overwhelmingly  cor- 
rupt they,  of  course,  become  indifferent  to  a  public  exhibition 
of  that  corruption.  That  such  is  our  condition  is  proveil  by  the 
result  of  the  late  elections  under  recent  exhibitions  of  oflScial 
crime. 

When  a  Government  has  become  overwhelmingly  corrupt,  it 

increases  the  wealth  of  the  rich  and  lessens  that  of  the  poor. 
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That  such  is  our  condition  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  Gov- 
ernment, while  expending  three-fourths  of  the  wealth  of  the  peo- 
ple, have  apparently  doubled  the  wealth  of  the  nation,  while  the 
people  are  suffering  financial  embarrassment 

When  a  church  shall  have  been  made  instrumental  in  produc- 
ing this  overwhelming  corruption,  it  must  have  been  bribed  to  do 
so.  That  such  is  our  condition  is  proved  by  the  late  annual 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  which  he 
stated  that  in  a  "brief  period  the  church  wealth  has  been 
"  increased  from  eighty-three  millions  of  dollars  to  one  thousand 
"  millions  of  dollars."  And  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  that 
increase  of  church  property  occurred  when  the  Government  was 
expending  three-fourths  of  the  wealth  of  the  people. 

One  of  the  pillars  reliecj^on  to  support  our  free  institutions 
was  a  pure  and  perfect  religion.  That  such  is  not  now  the  pre- 
vailing religion  in  our  country  is  proved  by  the  fact  that,  while 
churches  have  doubled  their  numbers  and  more  than  ten-folded 
their  wealth,  wickedness  and  crime  have  had  a  corresponding 
increase. 

March  SOth,  1876. 
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An  immortal  poet  has  said  of  Lord  Bacon  that  ^^  he  was  the 
*'  greatest,  wisest,  meanest  of  mankind."  The  same  may  be  said 
of  those  who  have  made  the  history  of  Massachusetts.  They 
possessed  characteristics  by  which  they  could  have  made  them- 
selves and  the  people  of  the  United  States  the  most  happy,  pros- 
perous and  respected  of  the  world.  And  yet  they  have  indulged 
in  characteristics  which  have  made  them  the  reverse  and  which 
will  bring  upon  themselves  retribution,  unless  they  are  wise  in 
time  and  change  that  policy.  The  characteristics  which  have 
wrought  the  great  mischief  have  been  avarice  and  bigotry — the 
one  the  root  of  all  evil,  the  other  the  fountain  of  all  uncharita- 
blenesa  In  proof  of  the  position  I  have  taken,  I  will  refer  to 
their  antecedents.  Their  cherished  interests  during  most  of  their 
history  have  been  the  fisheries,  the  distillation  of  rum  from 
molasses,  and  the  slave  trade — interests  distinct,  yet  in  their  case 
inseparabla  Fisheries  have  made  nations  rich,  and  theirs  was 
the  best  in  the  world  and  would  have  satisfied  a  reasonable  peo- 
ple, but  greed  of  gain  caused  them  to  associate  the  rum  and 
slave  interests,  thereby  brutalizing  themselves  and  working  a 
mighty  mischief  to  the  nation. 

MASSACHUSETTS    DtolODUCES  SLAVERY. 

1620. — In  this  year  the  people  of  Virginia  were  surprised  by 
the  arrival  in  their  waters  of  a  cargo  of  slaves,  the  first  that  had 
ever  been  imported  into  the  United  States.  They  had  been  sent 
there  by  the  Patriarch  Fathers  of  Massachusetts,  who  had  been 
fishermen  in  Holland  and  had  exchanged  a  cargo  of  those  fish 
for  their  slavea 

1636. — A  second  cargo  of  slaves  was  brought  into  the  United 
States  on  the  ship  Desire^  of  Marblehead,  Mass.     They  were 
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landed  at  Salem,  and,  by  order  of  the  general  court  of  the  State, 
the  oflBcers  of  that  ship  were  specially  compensated  for  their 
services  in  keeping  and  distributing  those  slaves. 

1641. — The  Massachusetts  general  court  passed  an  act  author- 
izing slaves  to  be  made  of  Indians,  negroes  and  criminals,  and, 
of  course,  was  the  first  State  to  recognize  slavery  by  legal  enact- 
ment 

1658. — Lawrence  Southwick  and  wife,  for  being  Quakers, 

were  whipped  ten  stripes  and  fined  ten  pounds  and  banished  on 
pain  of  deatL  They  took  refuge  in  Shelter  Island,  where  they 
died.  Their  son  and  daughter  were  also  whipped  and  fined  ten 
pounds,  and,  in  default  of  its  payment,  were  ordered  to  be  sold 
in  Barbadoes. 

In  1676  hundreds  of  Indians  were  sold  as  slaves,  and,  among 
them,  the  grand-children  of  Massasoit,  the  special  friend  and 
protector  of  the  first  white  settlers. 

1703. — The  Massachusetts  Legislature  passed  an  act  forbid- 
ding the  freeing  of  a  slave  unless  the  master  gave  a  bond  for  his 
future  support  It  also  passed  an  act  forbidding  slaves  being 
abroad  after  9  o'clock  at  night 

1705. — The  Legislature  passed  an  act  forbidding  the  marriage 
between  negroes  and  white  persons,  and  making  such  marriage 
void  and  imposing  a  fine  of  fifty  pounds  upon  any  clergyman 
solemnizing  such  marriage. 

1761. — Several  copies  of  instructions  from  owners  to  com- 
manders of  slave  ships  are  preserved,  in  which  it  appears  that 
the  slaves  were  to  be  purchased  with  rum  and  the  officers  of  the 
ships  were  to  be  paid  in  rum  and  slaves,  and  if  any  old  slaves 
were  taken  they  were  to  be  close-shaved  and  oiled  before  going 
on  shore  to  improve  their  appearance. 

1768. — Isaac  Royal  and  his  son-in-law,  William  Pipperell,  were 
extensively  engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade.  The  one  was 
twenty-two  years  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature, 
and  the  other  commanded  the  troops  who  took  Louisburgh  from 
the  French.  Through  their  instrumentality  the  Rev.  George 
Whitfield  took  forty  slaves  to  Georgia,  though  Governor  Ogle- 
thorpe and  the  Trustees  of  the  State  did  all  they  could  to  pro- 
hibit it 
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1771. — The  Legislature  of  Virginia  had,  at  twenty-three  dif- 
ferent times,  passed  acts  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  that  State,  and,  through  the  influence  of  Massachusetts 
slave-traders,  the  King  would  not  allow  the  enforcement  of  the 
acts  and  threatened  the  people  of  that  State  with  his  rojal  dis- 
pleasure for  their  persistence  upon  that  subject. 

1776. —In  his  draft  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  Mr. 
JeflFerson  made  that  action  of  the  King  one  of  the  grievances, 
and  a  special  committee,  of  which  a  Massachusetts  member  was 
Chairman,  struck  it  out 

1780. — Massachusetts  adopted  a  constitution  which  declared 

liberty  to  be  an  inalienable  right,  and,  after  eight  years  litigation, 

the  court  decided  that  that  clause  in  the  constitution  abolished 

slavery  in  the  State  and  set  free  the  hundreds  of  negroes  then  in 

slavery  there. 

1788. — Upon  the  decision  of  the  court  in  respect  to  slavery, 

the  owners  of  slaves  resorted  to  strategy  in  order  to  save  their 
interests  in  slaves.  They  therefore  caused  Pero  Harding,  of 
Bridgewater,  to  be  whipped  till  he  acknowledged  that  the 
negroes  contemplated  the  assassination  of  the  white  people  in 
Massachusetts.  Under  the  excitement  of  that  confession  the 
Legislature  on  the  26th  of  March,  1788,  passed  an  act  excluding 
all  negroes  from  the  State  under  a  penalty  of  being  whipped  for 
every  ten  days  that  they  remained.  Under  the  operation  of 
that  law  the  slaves  were  shipped  and  sold  in  the  West  Indies. 
In  1800  two  hundred  and  fifty  more  negroes  were  shipped  and 
sold  under  the  operation  of  that  law,  and  it  was  continued  in 
force  till  1834,  when  it  was  formally  repealed. 

There  was  a  continual  feud  between  the  people  of  Massachu- 
setts and  the  King  during  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  that 
they  were  subject  to  the  crown.  The  King  yielded  much,  but 
never  enough  to  satisfy  their  greed.  He  compelled  the  people 
of  Virginia  and  Georgia  to  receive  the  slaves  from  the  Massachu- 
setts slave-traders.  In  treaties  of  peace  with  France  and  Spain 
there  were  special  provisions  made  securing  to  Massachusetts  the 
monopoly  in  the  African  slave  trade,  Boston  rum  being  its  main- 
spring.    Bat  in  each  of  those  treaties  the  King  gave  great  offence 
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hj  allowing  the  French  to  participate  in  these  fisheries,  and  still 
greater  ofifence  in  trying  to  raise  revenae  from  the  cherished  in- 
terests  of  Massachusetta  They  became  so  exasperated  that 
Hugh  Peters,  a  clergyman  of  Massachusetts,  became  one  of  the 
masked  executioners  of  Charles  the  First 

Since  the  States  have  become  independent  of  the  crown,  there 
has  been  one  continued  persistent  eflbrt  to  lay  the  people  of  the 
other  States  under  contribution  for  the  benefit  of  Massachusetts, 
and  to  these  efibrts  I  will  call  attention  in  a  future  article. 

April  6th,  1876. 
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The  fact  that  the  people  of  Virginia  long  vainly  sought  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  slaves  into  their  State  is  a  matter  of 
official  record  as  well  as  history. 

The  fact  that  in  his  draft  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
Mr.  Jefferson  sought  to  make  the  forcing  of  slaves  into  Virginia 
one  of  the  grievances  against  the  crown,  will  be  found  in  Mar- 
shairs  Life  of  Washington. 

The  fact  that  Virginia  opposed  and  Massachusetts  favored  and 
carried  by  the  united  New  England  votes  the  provision  in  the 
Federal  Constitution  extending  irrevocably  the  African  slave 
trade  for  twenty  years,  will  be  found  in  Elliot's  Debates  upon 
the  Federal  Constitution. 

The  fact  that  in  1800  Massachusetts  enforced  the  act  of  1788 
against  250  negroes  will  be  found  in  Moore's  History  of  Slavery 
in  Massachusetts,  published  by  Appleton  &  Son  in  1866. 

A  number  of  those  negroes  had  in  their  infancy  been  brought 
from  Africa.  Their  parents  had  been  sold  in  the  slave  market, 
and  the  children  had  been  sent  to  and  retained  in  Massachusetts* 
till  age  had  qualified  them  for  that  market  The  law  of  1788* 
was  found  very  convenient,  not  only  for  making  sale  of  such 
children,  but  of  such  other  negroes  as  might  happen  to  go  into 
the  State  through  ignorance  of  that  law.  The  venerable  Wil- 
liam GuUen  Bryant  can  probably  bear  witness  to  the  fact  that  a 
negro  called  "AUeck,"  living  in  the  family  of  Capt  Snell,  of 
Cummington,  lured  by  the  blandishments  of  a  courtesan,  came 
very  near  being  sold  as  a  slave  under  that  law.  That  law  wa» 
amended  in  1798,  and  in  1802,  1807, 1821,  1823,  1825,  but  it» 
effect  in  respect  to  negroes  was  never  modified  or  repealed  till 
April,  1884.  The  confession  extorted  from  Pero  Harding,  under 
the  whip,  could  not  have  kept  the  people  of  Massachusetts  in 
mortal  terror  so  long. 


40  FINANCE   AND   POLITICS. 

Bigotry,  of  course,  makes  people  very  unhappy,  but  avarice 
makes  them  much  more  so. 

I  have  already  shown  how  restless  and  unhappy  those  infirm- 
ities made  the  people  of  Massachusetts  while  under  the  Crown, 
and  I  will  call  attention  to  the  influence  of  those  infirmities  upon 
them  as  members  of  the  States. 

The  people  of  the  different  States  followed  such  occupations 
as  soil,  climate  and  circumstances  justified.  Her  fisheries  being 
the  best  in  the  world,  Massachusetts  adopted  that  as  her  most 
cherished  interest,  and  with  an  assurance  that  ought  to  make 
every  American  blush,  she  sought  and  obtained  a  Congressional 
act  in  1793  by  which  all  other  interests  have  paid  tribute  to 
those  fisheries.  I  have  before  me  the  official  record  which  shows 
that  from  1793  to  1846  there  had  been  over  eight  million  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars  paid  to  those  fisheries  from  the  Na- 
tional treasury  by  way  of  bounties.  In  addition  to  that,  over 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  had  been  drawn  from  the  treasury 
on  the  exportation  of  a  portion  of  those  fish  ;  and  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  more  had  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  on  the 
exportation  of  rum,  which  was  a  product  of  those  fisheries. 

It  has  been  characteristic  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts  to 
be  irresistible  in  their  blandishments  to  those  who  have  favored 
their  selfish  policy,  and  to  exhibit  an  irreconcilable  malignity  to 
all  who  opposed  it. 

Boston  rum  being  the  main-spring  to  the  African  slave  trade, 
and  certain  of  the  Southern  States  being  opposed  to  the  impor- 
tation of  those  slaves,  they*  incurred  the  malignant  hatred  of 
those  slave  traders.  The  people  of  the  South  were  also  opposed 
to  being  laid  under  contribution  for  the  benefit  of  the  fisheries, 
and  that  excited  a  still  more  malignant  hatred. 

Previous  to  1812  the  British  had  been  capturing  our  ships  and 
impressing  our  seamen.  She  had  captured  six  hundred  of  those 
ships  and  twelve  thousand  of  our  seamen,  and  war  became  inevi- 
table. Massachusetis,  aware  that  war  would  interfere  with  her 
cherished  interests,  prepared  beforehand  to  make  terms  with 
those  who  were  to  become  our  enemies.  The  most  conclusive 
proof  of  this  fact  having  been  obtained,  the  President,  in  his 
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war  message  to  Congress,  said  that  "  a  secret  agent  of  the  Brit- 
"  ish  Government  was  intriguing  for  the  subversion  of  our  Gov- 
"ernment"  And  the  committee  to  whom  the  message  was 
referred  reported  the  same  fact  In  the  war  that  ensued  it  is 
notorious  that  Massachusetts  kept  open  and  friendly  intercourse 
with  the  enemy  and  gave  special  aid  in  the  capture  of  the  Chesa- 
peak  frigate. 

In  181^  the  enemy  oflEered  terms  of  peace,  but  those  terms 
were  equivalent  to  a  sacrifice  of  nationality  on  the  part  of  the 
States,  Massachusetts,  however,  being  allowed  to  'enjoy  all  the 
privileges  of  British  subjects  in  respect  to  her  cherished  interests. 
When,  upon  the  rejection  of  those  terms,  the  enemy  made  her 
most  vigorous  effort  in  prosecuting  the  war,  Massachusetts  gave 
that  enemy  aid*and  comfort  by  calling  a  large  army  of  c^serva- 
tion  into  the  field  and  calling  a  special  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture with  a  declared  object  specially  hostile  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States ;  and  through  the  action  of  the  Legislature 
reassembling  a  convention  with  the  same  object  The  delibera- 
tions of  that  convention  have  been  concealed,  but  in  its  midst 
it  was  broken  up  by  a  peace  made  upon  terms  most  honorable 
to  both  nations.  The  enemy  having  lost  their  fleet  upon  Lake 
Champlain  and  been  defeated  at  Fort  Erie  and  Plattsburgh,  and 
repulsed  at  Baltimore  with  the  loss  of  their  General,  and  the 
result  at  New  Orleans  becoming  foreshadowed,  made  peace,  leav- 
ing Massachusetts  to  her  fate.  They  loved  the  treason  but 
despised  the  traitor. 

The  admirers  of  Massachusetts  civilization  may  claim  that 
they  are  a  different  people  now  from  what  they  were  in  the  war 
of  1812,  and  it  may  be  interesting  to  inquire  whether  in  this 
difference  there  has  been  an  improvement  The  recent  act  giv- 
ing six  hundred  and  seventy-eight  thousand  dollars  for  services 
rendered  in  the  war  of  1812 — over  half  a  century  after  they 
occurred,  and  when,  in  fact,  those  services  were  rendered  for  the 
benefit  of  the  enemy — would  not  seem  to  indicate  a  much 
improved  civilization. 

Then  again  in  Charles  Goodrich's  history. of  the  United  States 

it  reads  that  in  calling  the  special  session  of  the  Massachusetts 
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Legislature  the  Governor  stated  that  in  his  apprehension  the 
affairs  of  the  United  States  were  mismanaged. 

Beally,  in  looking  at  the  characters  of  the  men  and  their  action 
then  and  now,  if  shame  would  allow  it,  it  would  provoke  our 
laughter.  Then  James  Madison  was  our  President  One  of  the 
fathers  of  our  country  and  one  of  the  drafters  of  our  Federal 
Constitution,  James  Monroe,  was  the  Secretary  of  State.  Another 
of  the  fathers  of  our  country,  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Albert  Galletin,  of  Pennsylvania,  James  A.  Bayard,  of  Dela- 
ware, and  John  Quincy  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  were  our  for- 
eign ministers ;  and  such  men  as  Daniel  Webster  and  John  C. 
Calhoun  were  in  our  halls  of  legislation  ;  and  Andrew  Jackson, 
WinfieM  Scott,  Jacob  Brown-,  William  H.  Harrison  and  Alex- 
ander Macomb  had  the  command  of  our  armies ;  and  Thomas 
McDonough,  Oliver  H.  Perry  and  Stephen  Decatur  and  others 
of  the  same  character  had  command  in  our  navy.  And  during 
the  whole  of  that  year,  both  by  sea  and  land,  we  were  achieving 
glorious  victories.  Massachusetts  was  not  satisfied  with  that 
state  of  things,  and  therefore  her  special  session  of  Legislature 
and  the  Hartford  Convention.  She  has  got  the  control  of  the 
Government  now,  and  Ulysses  S.  Grant  is  our  President  His  min- 
ister to  England  has  just  had  to  interpose  his  official  prerogative 
to  avoid  a  British  jail,  and  he  is  obliged  to  resort  to  most  morti- 
fying means  to  save  his  official  associates  from  the  penitentiary. 

Had  the  Governor  of  New  York,  in  1864,  have  called  an 
extra  session  of  the  Legislature  and  assigned  the  same  reason 
for  the  call  with  that  given  by  Governor  Strong  for  the  extra 
session  of  the  Legislature  in  Massachusetts  in  1814,  at  the  tink- 
ling of  Mr.  Seward*s  little  bell,  or  by  the  fiat  of  a  military  tri- 
bunal, he  would  have  been  made  an  inmate  of  Fort  Layfayette 
or  been  made  a  fugitive  from  his  country,  like  Yalandingham, 
and  some  surplus  portion  of  the  million  of  troops  the  Govem- 
rnent  had  in  the  field  would  have  taken  possesion  of  the  State 
of  New  York  and  a  Massachusetts  General  would  have  been  mak- 
ing free  with  ladies*  spoons  in  the  city  of  New  York,  as  he  pre- 
viously had  done  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Had  the  people 
of  New  York  resisted  such  invasion  of  their  territory  their  cities 
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would  have  been  visited  by  the  incendiary  torch  as  were  those 
of  Atlanta,  in  Georgia.    And  though  the  people  of  New  York 
may  have  been  made  victims,  the  national  wealth  would  have 
been  greatly  increased. 
April  6th,  1876. 
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DRAINS  ON   THE  TREASURY. 


♦  •• 


As  has  already  been  suggested,  it  takes  five  times  as  much 
capital  and  three  times  asmach  labor  to  produce  a  given  amount 
of  productions  in  agriculture  as  it  does  in  manufactures,  and 
nearly  the  same  proportion  in  the  fisheries.  And  yet  were  boun- 
ties from  the  National  Treasury  bestowed  upon  the  wheat,  corp, 
hay,  wool,  or  any  other  of  the  productions  of  agriculture — or 
were  drawbacks  allowed  upon  their  exportation — or  were  duties 
imposed  for  their  special  protection,  it  would  raise  a  terrible 
howling  among  Massachusetts  politicians  who  could  easily  point 
out  its  impropriety,  injustice  and  unconstitutionality.  And 
therefore  no  bounties,  drawbacks  or  tariff  protections  have  ever 
been  asked  for  in  respect  to  any  production  of  agriculture  or  any 
cherished  interest  in  the  aerricultural  States.  Yet,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  there  is  not  a  single  cherished  interest  but  that 
in  some  way  has  been  made  a  pensioner  upon  the  National 
Treasury. 

Their  fisheries  have  drawn  bounties  from  the  Treasury  from 
almost  the  first  year  of  our  history,  and  those  bounties  amount 
in  the  gross  now  to  about  twelve  millions  of  dollara  By  official 
documents  they  amounted  in  1846  to  $8,700,000,  and  $10,000 
more  has  been  annually  drawn  from  the  Treasury  by  way  of 
drawbacks  upon  the  portion  of  those  fish  exported. 

The  distillation  of  rum  from  the  molasses  taken  in  exchange 
for  fish  has  been  another  of  the  cherished  interests  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  that  rum  has  ever  been  the  main-spring  to  the  Africat 
slave  trada 

So  said  Dr.  Belknap,  and  in  1868,  when  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 
on  the  floor  of  Congress,  was  advocating  the  exemption  of  Bos- 
ton rum  from  the  tax  imposed  upon  other  liquors,  he  said: 
'^  rum  was  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  trade  with  Africa.'' 
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While  that  rum  has  been  exempted  from  the  tax  imposed  upon 
other  liquors,  a  drawback  of  $10,000  annually  has  ever  been 
allowed  upon  its  exportation. 

But  manufacturing  is  now  the  great  overshadowing  cherished 
interest  of  Massachusetts,  and  she  cannot  bear  competition  in 
that  any  more  than  she  can  in  her  civilization,  and  formerly 
could  in  her  religion,  and  therefore  duties  must  be  imposed  upon 
imports  to  the  amount  of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent  to 
prevent  such  competition,  and  those  duties  must  not  be  imposed 
ad  valorem^  but  specific,  and  the  numberof  threads  in  the  square 
inch  in  every  package  must  be  counted.  Those  manufactured 
goods  in  Massachusetts  in  1870  amounted  to  five  hundred  and 
fifty-one  millions  of  dollars.  The  imposition  of  duties  enabled 
those  goods  to  be  sold  for  twice  the  sum  paid  for  them  in  other 
countries,  and  thereby  enables  Massachusetts  manufacturers  to 
plunder  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  annually  from  the  peo- 
ple. And  this  is  why  the  products  of  the  manufacturers  exceed 
that  of  all  other  interests  in  this  country,  and  why  those  of  agri- 
colture  which  once  exceeded  all  others  has  got  to  be  only  sec- 
ondary. 

Not  content  with  this,  Massachusetts  politicians  seek  to  have 
their  manufactures  exempt  from  the  taxation  imposed  upon 
other  people  and  other  interests.  Therefore  over  one  hundred 
and  .fifty  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  foreign  imports  are  made 
free  of  duty,  and  they  are  just  the  goods  that  are  taken  in 
exchange  for  Massachusetts  exports  or  their  people  have  occa- 
sion to  consume. 

The  exemption  of  Boston  rum  from  the  seventy  or  ninety 
cents  per  gallon  imposed  upon  the  distillation  of  other  liquors, 
enables  them  to  export  that  rum  to  Africa  at  an  export  price 
of  from  twenty-eight  to  forty  eight  cents  per  gallon,  or  only 
about  one-half  Che  tax  imposed  upon  other  liquors.  Our  Gov- 
ernment has  so  long  submitted  to  these  impositions  that  it  has 
made  Massachusetts  politicians  audacious,  and  their  Congress- 
man, Oakes  Ames,  was  the  author  of  the  Credit  Mobilier,  which 
took  fifty  millions  of  dollars  from  the  Treasury  to  go  into  the 
pockets  of  individuals ;  and  the  same  iufiuence  took  $678,000 
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from  the  Treasury  to  pay  Massachosetts  for  her  treason  in  1814, 
and  the  same  influences  produced  the  salary  grab  which  made 
deeent  Congressmen  blush. 

The  refining  of  sugar  has  been  another  of  Massachusetts' 
cherished  interests ;  and  over  two  millions  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  has  been  paid  in  bounties  to  that  interest 

But  there  was  a  closing  scene  in  the  late  civil  war  so  much  in 
character  with  the  boasted  civilization  of  Massachusetts  that  it 
should  be  preserved  as  a  part  of  our  history,  and  I  will  therefore 
call  public  attention  to  it  The  war  really  commenced,  when, 
on  the  8th  of  April,  1861,  a  fleet  and  army  was  sent  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  territory  of  South  Carolina,  and  a  Mr.  Harvey  was 
employed  by  the  Government  to  notify  South  Carolina  of  the 
pending  invasion.  Massachusetts  politicians,  however,  date  the 
commencement  of  the  war  to  the  firing  upon  Sampter  on  the 
12th  of  April,  which  occurred  in  resistance  to  the  impending  inva- 
sion. Its  actual  commencement,  however,  was  on  the  15th  of 
April,  when  the  President,  without  the  authority  of  Congress, 
called  upon  the  States  for  75,000  men.  By  his  subsequent  mes- 
sage to  Congress  in  July  he  expressed  doubts  of  the  constitution- 
ality of  his  right  in  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

What  were  the  producing  causes  of  this  war  has  been  a  sub- 
ject of  doubt  Some  have  imputed  it  to  slavery,  and  Massachu- 
setts has  been  the  sole  cause  of  its  existence  here.  Some  have 
imputed  it  to  the  love  Massachusetts  bore  to  the  Union,  and  yet 
her  system  of  bounties,  drawbacks  and  protective  tarifl*have  ever 
been  in  violation  of  the  foundation  of  that  Union ;  her  'love 
could  not  have  extended  beyond  its  being  the  means  through 
which  she  plundered  the  peopla  Some  have  imputed  it  to  the 
love  that  the  people  of  Massachusetts  bore  to  the  national  flag, 
and  yet  she  did  not  hesitate  to  assist  the  eneniy  in  the  war  of 
1812  to  trail  that  flag  in  the  dust  Her  leading  statesmen  did  not 
hesifxte  to  call  it  "  hate's  polluted  rag  "  till  they  saw  it  waving 
over  the  broken  fragments  of  a  once  glorious  Union,  and  they 
never  expressed  their  admiration  of  it  till  they  saw  it  waving 
over  fields  drenched  with  fraternal  blood.     Some  have  imputed 

it  to  the  desire  of  Massachsetts  to  carry  her  civilization  to  the 
Bio  Oraude. 
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Whatever  may  have  been  its  caase,  in  1864  it  had  continued 
over  those  years  one  of  the  most  lamentable  in  history.  It  had 
cost  a  million  of  lives  and  ten  thousand  millions  of  treasure,  and 
the  South  had  been  driven  to  extremity  ;  her  armies  were  com- 
paratively but  shadows;  her  people  were  living  upon  half 
rations ;  they  were  imploring  the  Government  to  take  their  pris- 
oners of  war  off  their  hands  to  free  them  from  their  support ; 
and  they  were  seeking  peace  in  every  practicable  way.  At  the 
same  time  the  Government  had  a  million  of  well-drilled  men  in 
the  field  with  an  abundance  of  supplies ;  and  in  this  state  of 
things  it  called  for  five  hundred  thousand  more  troops,  or  two- 
thirds  as  many  as  Napoleon  Bonaparte  had  in  the  field  when  he 
was  at  war  with  all  Europe. 

Now  the  question  is,  what  was  the  object  of  that  call  ?  The 
men  were  not  wanted  and  they  were  never  raised ;  and  yet  they 
were  commuted  for  and  not  one  dollar  of  that  commutation  ever 
went  into  the  National  Treasury.  Had  the  Government  fixed 
the  price  of  commutation,  it  would  have  gone  to  the  Treasury, 
but  that  commutation  and  its  disposition  was  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  a  Massachusetts  General,  the  most  reckless  and  unscrupu- 
lous man  of  the  world,  who  fixed  the  price  at  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars for  each  conscript,  and  thereby  four  hundred  millions  of 
dollars  was  taken  from  the  pockets  of  our  already  almost 
exhausted  people  to  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  Massachusetts 
authors  and  managers  of  the  war,  and  many  of  the  towns  in  the 
State  of  New  York  are  now  in  debt  and  paying  interest  in  con- 
consequence  of  that  commutation. 

Massachusetts  statesmen,  or  Republicans  who  are  but  their 
cneatures,  are  now  manifesting  a  disposition  to  pay  to  the  people 
the  expense  of  that  commutation.  And  how  do  they  propose  to 
do  it  ?  By  an  issue  of  stocks  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  foreigners 
upon  which  an  interest  in  gold  was  to  be  paid,  and  thereby 
increasing  the  burthen  which  is  entailing  upon  the  people  finan- 
cial embarrassment  and  a  depreciated  currency  for  generations 
to  come. 

April  20th,  187a 
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LIBERIA. 


Its  History. —Boston  Rum  as  a  Civilizer. 


The  history  of  the  colony  of  Liberia  is  interestingly  connect- 
ed with  that  of  our  country.  Some  sixty  years  ago  philanthropic 
men  commenced  its  establishment  and  devoted  their  wealth,  time, 
and  in  some  instances  their  lives  to  its  interests.  It  gave  flat- 
tering encouragement  that  through  its  influence  civilization  and 
Christianity  would  be  extended  over  the  whole  continent  of 
Africa.  In  1865  it  contained  about  forty  thousand  inhabitants, 
and  the  soil  was  fertile  and  the  climate  congenial  to  the  people. 
Special  pains  had  been  taken  to  educate  a  portion  of  the  emi- 
grants, and  many  of  them  were  worthy  members  of  the  different 
Christian  churches.  The  Methodist,  in  fact,  had  established  a 
conference  there  under  the  Episcopal  supervision  of  the  Eev. 
Bishop  John  W.  Roberts.  They  had  an  established  legislature 
and  their  governors  were  gentlemanly,  educated  men,  qualified 
to  appear  to  advantage  in  any  of  the  Courts  of  Europe. 

Having  been  established  under  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  it  remained  under  its  paternal  control  up  to  1865.  Then 
its  prosperity  began  to  excite  Massachusetts  greed,  and  the  goy- 
ernment  was  influenced  to  divest  the  society  of  its  control  by 
the  establishment  of  diplomatic  and  commercial  relations  with 
the  people  of  the  colony.  Boston  rum  had  ever  been  excluded 
from  the  people.  But  no  sooner  than  the  society  had  lost  its 
control  than  3,612  gallons  of  that  rum  was  imported  there.  In 
1866  thirty-six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-nine  gallons 
was  imported  there,  or  nearly  four  gallons  to  each  adult  male 
inhabitant     In  1867,   89,457  gallons  was  imported  there.     In 
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1870,  13,289  gallons  was  imported  thera  In  1872  the  people 
were  losing  their  thrift  and  their  numbers,  and  only  4,180  gal- 
lons was  imported  there,  and  only  6,065  gallons  was  imported 
there  in  1873. 

Through  their  poverty,  they  could  no  longer  promote  that 
cherished  interest  of  Massachusetts,  and  in  1874  no  rum  was 
imported  there.  From  an  industrious,  sober  people,  they  had 
become  drunken  vagabonds.  Their  population  had  dwindled 
from  forty  thousand  to  eleven  thousand  persons.  They  lost 
their  Christain  character,  and  in  1875  for  the  first  time  in  many 
years  they  do  not  appear  in  the  records  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  They  were  either  starving  or  living  upon  the  spon- 
taneous growth  of  vegetation.  One  of  their  late  Governors 
was  drowned  in  attempting  to  swim  to  a  vessel  in  the  harbor, 
having  been  pursued  by  a  drunken  mob.  And  when  last  heard 
from  they  were  calling  for  help  to  preserve  them  from  annihila- 
tion by  the  hands  of  surrounding  natives.  If  it  is  not  Massa- 
chusetts rum  that  has  worked  their  ruin  in  the  short  period  of 
ten  years,  their  history  is  conclusive  proof  that  the  negro  is  not 
qualified  or  characterized  for  the  support  of  civil  government 

LIBERIAN  CIVILIZATION"  IN  AMERICA. 

The  same  avarice  that  has  worked  the  ruin  of  Liberia  is  work- 
ing -the  ruin  of  some  of  the  States  of  our  Union.  When  the 
boast  of  Mr.  Brayton,  the  Lowell  Nabob,  shall  be  realized,  and 
a  million  Chinese  voters  in  the  North  under  Massachusetts  car- 
pet-bag influence  shall  be  added  to  the  million  of  negro  voters 
in  the  South,  the  ruin  which  has  been  brought  upon  Liberia 
will  be  of  small  account  in  comparison  to  that  which  will  be 
visited  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States.  When  Chinese 
legislators,  in  imitation  to  negroes  in  Southern  States,  and  acting 
under  Massachusetts  dictation  and  governmental  protection,  shall 
impose  taxes  upon  the  people  of  New  York  beyond  their  abili- 
ty to  pay,  by  a  very  simple  process  their  property  will  pass  to 
the  hands  of  those  who  through  bounties,  drawbacks  and  protec- 
tive tariffs,  are  now  hoarding  annually  their  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  And  thus  through  Chinese  suffrages  Massachu- 
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setts  civilization  will  obtain  control  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
as  through  negro  suffrages  it  is  obtaining  control  in  South  Caro- 
lina and  other  States,  and  will  have  made  a  large  stride  towards 
the  Bio  Grand. 

The  boast  of  overwhelming  ns  with  Chinese  immigrants  was 
not  an  idle  one,  for  numerous  ships  with  thousands  of  Chinese 
in  the  steerage  of  each  are  now  bringing  those  immigrants 
to  our  shores.  Avarice  is  the  root  of  all  evil — all  evil  No 
wickedness  or  crime  is  excepted.  And  it  is  now  a  conceded 
fact  that  that  wickedness  and  Crime  is  rampant  over  our  whole 
country.  As  crows  are  allured  to  carrion,  wickedness  and  knave- 
ry rush  to  the  support  of  a  corrupt  political  party.  Every 
development  of  corruption  and  crime  in  high  places  is  an  inspira- 
tion to  the  ambitious  ignorant,  the  avaricious  knave,  or  the 
clerical  hypocrite,  and  hence  the  recent  boast  of  political  success. 

As  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  Presidential  election,  what  a  con- 
stellation of  illustrious  names  the  party  which  has  for  fifteen 
years  been  corrupting  the  people  of  the  nation  can  present  for 
their  sufi&age.  First  in  the  list  is  Grant,  Babcock  and  Belknap ; 
the  shield  of  the  one  protecting  the  others  from  the  eonse- 
quences  of  their  crimes.  And  then  again  there  is  Bobert  CL 
Schenck,  who  has  long  distinguished  our  country  as  minister  to 
the  court  of  St  Jamea  Humility  must  be  his  most  marked 
characteristic,  for  in  leaving  his  charge  he  did  not,  like  his  pre- 
decessors, bow  his  head  to  royalty,  but  even  sent  his  parting 
greeting  to  the  Earl  of  Derby  by  the  hands  of  a  constable. 
Then  again  there  is  Benjamin  R  Butler,  who  could  furnish  the 
executive  mansion  with  facilities  long  since  obtained  in  New 
Orleans.  Had  Oakes  Ames,  the  author  of  the  Credit  Mobilier, 
been  living  he  would  have  been  a  noble  financial  President,  and 
we  can  be  consoled  for  his  loss  by  the  fact  that  Jay  Cook  and 
George  &  Boutwell  have  been  left  to  us.  Their  financial  abili- 
ty has  been  developed  through  their  syndicate,  and  by  transfer- 
ing  the  debt  of  the  country  to  foreign  hands  they  have  inflicted 
the  greatest  possible  injury  to  the  people.  Schuyler  Colfax 
would  make  a  good-natured,  truthful  and  honest  President  He 
proved  by  his  poverty  that  he  had  not  participated  in  any  por- 
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tion  of  the  fifty  millions  stolen  through  the  agency  of  the  Credit 
Mobilier,  and  all  that  a  burglar  could  find  of  bis  property  lying 
loose  was  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  Government  stocks. 

If  it  is  desirable  to  have  infused  a  little  more  piety  into  a  Presi* 
dential  candidate,  there  is  the  Bev.  Mr.  Winslow.  As  a  citizen, 
clergyman  and  editor,  he  has  been  a  model  Bepublican.  His 
sympathies  for  the  negro  have  been  excruciating.  The  Govern- 
ment, through  ignorance  or  design,  fails  to  use  the  extradition 
treaty  in  respect  to  him,  and  under  Republican  regime  he  would 
make  a  very  appropriate  President  And  then  again  there  is 
the  Bev.  Bishop  Haven.  He  has  once  occupied  the  same  edito- 
rial chair  with  the  Bev.  Mr.  Winslow,  and  he  is  an  enthusiastic 
admirer  of  the  present  executive  head  of  our  Government,  and 
as  President  he  would  doubtless  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
illustrious  predecessor.  Then  last,  though  not  least,  I  will  notice 
the  Hon.  James  G.  Blaine.  If  he  had  only  raised  the  veil  over  the 
scenes  of  the  second  Bull  Bun  battlefield,  as  he  did  over  those 
of  Andersonville,  bia  qualifications  for  the  Presidency  would 
liave  been  shown  beyond  dispute. 

But  we  may  be  saved  from  having  any  such  men  inflicted 
upon  us.  There  are  epidemics  in  the  moral  as  well  as  the  phys- 
ical world.  If  there  should  chance  to  come  an  ebb  in  the  epi- 
demic of  crime  that  has  long  been  overwhelming  us,  we  may  be 
rescued  from  impending  national  ruin. 

April  27tb,  1876. 
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CIVILIZATION  AND  BARBARISM. 


►•♦■ 


The  Jews,  Greeks  and  Bomans  rose  from  barbarism  to  the 
highest  state  of  civilization,  and  each  have  made  a  glorious 
national  history  of  over  a  thousand  years.  The  people  of  France, 
England  and  Germany  rose  from  barbarism  to  the  highest  state 
of  civilization,  and  each  nation  has  made  a  glorious  history  of 
over  a  thousand  years  and  are  continuing  to  do  so.  The  people 
of  Switzerland,  Holland,  Portugal,  Denmark  and  Sweeden  have 
attained  a  high  state  of  civilization,  and  though  the  population 
of  each  nation  does  not  exceed  that  of  many  of  our  States,  yet 
they  have  all  made  glorious  histories,  some  hundreds  and  some 
a  thousand  years.  While  the  people  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  commencing  in  the  highest  state  of  civilization,  and  with 
the  best  Government  that  Heaven  ever  blest  a  people  with,  are,  in  a 
single  century,  disgracefully  standing  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  with 
wickedness  and  crime  rampant  among  them,  and  corruption  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest,  like  an  ulcer,  putting  in  peril  all  the 
civil  institutions. 

In  1850  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  prosperous  and 
happy,  and  possessed  all  of  the  characteristics  which  make  a 
nation  great.  In  1875  no  people  in  the  world  had  ever  made 
more  rapid  progress,  to  disgrace  and  moral,  political  and  finan- 
cial ruin. 

Slavery  could  not  have  been  the  cause  of  this  degeneracy,  for 
slavery  existed  among  the  Jews,  Greeks  and  Romans  during 
their  whole  history.  It  had  also  been  existing  among  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  for  over  two  centuries,  and  most  of  the 
degeneracy  has  occurred  since  its  extinguishment 

Democracy  cannot  have  been  the  cause  of  this  degeneracy,  for 
during  its  whole  progress  the  Democracy  has  been  in  an  almost 
hopeless  minority,  and  all  in  our  country  of  which  we  have  cause 
to  be  most  proud,  has  occurred  under  Democratic  ascendency. 
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It  is  specially  worthy  of  notice  that  Republicans  designate  two 
kinds  of  Democracy,  and  that  which  is  their  special  dread  is 
what  they  are  pleased  to  call  Bourbon  Democracy.  That  Democ- 
racy, which  has  fallen  under  the  influence  of  the  wickedness  and 
crime  now  rampant  throughout  the  country,  they  are  rather 
pleased  with,  and  with  it  they  like  to  assimulate,  and  through 
their  connivance  such  Democrats  often  get  into  high  places  and 
bring  reproach  upon  their  party.  But  that  which  they  are 
pleased  to  call  Bourbon  Democracy,  under  which  our  country  has 
enjoyed  all  its  prosperity  and  in  the  absence  of  which  we  have 
experienced  all  our  degeneracy,  receives  all  their  party  maledic- 
tions. There  must  be  a  cause  and  there  may  be  a  remedy  for 
that  degeneracy.  But  that  cause  must  be  ascertained  before  the 
remedy  can  be  applied.  Bepublicans  have  imputed  the  cause 
to  Jefferson  Davis  and  those  he  represented,  and,  in  consequence, 
they  once  loaded  him  with  irons  and  kept  him  in  prison  for 
years,  and  disfranchised  him  and  tenaciously  refused  to  remove 
that  disfranchisement  Had  they  submitted  his  case  to  the  judi- 
cial tribunals,  when  Salmon  P.  Chase  was  its  Chief  Justice,  it 
would  have  been  ascertained  whether  he  or  they  were  the 
authors  of  the  national  degeneracy.  But  knowing  this,  Bepub- 
licans avoided  such  trial  I  propose  now  to  put  him  upon  trial 
before  a  popular  tribunal  As  a  humble  citizen  he  was  respect- 
ed by  all  In  the  National  Legislature  he  was  characterized  by  his 
prudence  and  eloquence.  As  the  National  Secretary  of  War  he 
was  above  reproach  or  criticisuL  As  a  soldier  he  saved  our  army 
from  defeat  at  Buena  Vista  and  crowned  it  with  victory,  and 
he  received  the  congratulations  of  General  Taylor  on  the  battle- 
field, who  expressed  his  regret  that  he  had  not  sooner  apprecia- 
ted his  merit  By  the  suffrages  of  the  people  he  became  the 
President  of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  and  for  this  Republi- 
cans charge  him  with  the  highest  crimes  known  to  our  lawa  On 
this  charge  we  will  put  him  on  trial,  the  indictmerit,  of  course, 
containing  many  counts,  the  first  of  which  is  treason,  for  attempt- 
ing to  take  the  Nation's  life  by  the  secession  from  the  Union  of 
the  Confederate  States. 

It  is  submitted  to  popular  consideration  whether  such  seces- 
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sion,  if  successful,  would  have  taken  the  Nation's  life,  or  pat  it 
to  hazard.  It  would  have  left  to  the  Government  a  territory 
nearly  equal  in  extent  with  all  Europe  and  a  population  exceed- 
ed but  by  few  civilized  Governments,  and  with  resources  sufficient 
to  put  a  million  of  men  in  the  field  and  to  blockade  thousands 
of  miles  of  coast  and  to  maintain  our  army  and  navy  to  that 
extent  for  years.  It  is  submitted  to  consideration  whether  that 
secession  put  to  hazard  the  Nation's  life  or  only  lessened  the 
cumbers  to  be  plundered  by  bounties,  drawbacks  and  protective 
tariffs,  and  set  an  example  to  others  to  secede  if  denied  the  mutual 
benefits  which  the  Federal  Constitution  contemplated. 

The  next  question  is,  was  secession  from  the  Union  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  ?  and  we  will  call  as  our  first  witness  the 
Fathers  of  the  American  revolution,  who  will  point  to  their 
record  and  say  it  was  not  a  violation  of  national  rights.  Then 
we  will  call  upon  the  Fathers  of  the  American  Confedracy,  and 
they  will  point  to  their  record  and  say,  our  first  provision  was 
to  reserve  to  the  States  their  sovereignty,  and  if  the  general 
Government  either  directly  or  indirectly  interfered  with  the  civil 
rights  or  industrial  interests  of  the  people  of  the  States  it  was 
their  duty  to  withdraw. 

Then  we  will  call  upon  the  Fathers  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, and  they  will  point  to  their  record  and  say  that  we  delib- 
erately struck  from  the  first  draft  of  that  Constitution  the  provi- 
sion to  coerce  States  to  remain  in  the  Union,  and  we  gave  the 
most  emphatic  declaration  against  that  policy. 

Then  we  will  call  upon  the  individual  authors  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  see  what  they  will  say  upon  the  subject  We  will 
call  first  upon  James  Madison,  one  of  the  drafters  of  that  Con- 
stitution, and  he  will  point  t*3  his  record  on  the  140ih  page  of 
the  Madison  papers,  which  show  that  on  the  30th  of  May,  1787, 
the  first  clause  of  the  sixth  resolution,  authorizing  an  exertion 
of  the  force  of  the  whole  against  a  delinquent  State,  being  under 
consideration,  he  expressed  his  doubts  of  its  justice  and  propri- 
ety, and  he  moved  that  it  be  stricken  out  and  his  motion  was 
agreed  to  unanimously.  Then  we  will  call  upon  liobert  R.  Liv- 
ingston,    lie  was  a  member  of  the  convention  that  made  the 
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Federal  Constitution,  and  he  was  the  President  of  the  State  Con- 
vention that  adopted  it  He  will  point  to  his  record  and  say 
that  he  was  one  of  those  who  unanimously  voted  to  strike  from 
the  Constitution  the  authority  of  the  Government  to  force  a 
delinquent  State.  And  he  will  point  to  his  opening  address  to 
the  State  Convention,  in  which  he  told  them  that  our  Govern- 
ment under  the  proposed  Constitution  was  to  depend  for  its 
existence  upon  intimate  connections  and  mutual  wants,  and 
not  to  be  like  other  Governments,  the  children  of  force  and 
fraud. 

And  then  we  will  call  upon  the  Massachusetts  State  Conven- 
tion, which  adopted  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  it  will  point 
to  its  record  and  say  that  168  of  its  number  out  of  355  mem- 
bers voted  against  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  through 
fear  that  the  general  Government  would  encroach  upon  the 
unreserved  sovereign  rights  of  States,  and  a  majority  was  only 
obtained  through  an  assurance  given  that  amendments  would  be 
made  further  guaranteeing  against  such*  encroachment 

We  will  then  call  upon  Samuel  Adams,  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished  men  that  Massachusetts  ever  produced,  and  he  will 
point  to  the  ISlst  page  of  the  II  volume  of  Elliotts  Debates  upon 
the  Constitution,  in  which  he  said  he  voted  with  the  majority  in 
favor  of  adopting  the  Constitution  with  the  understanding  that 
each  State  reserved  its  sovereignty. 

We  will  then  call  upon  Theodore  Sedgwick.  He  was  an  offi- 
cer in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  and  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress  and  the  Federal  Congress,  and  a  United  States  Senator, 
and  long  a  Chief  Justice  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  he 
procured  the  decision  by  which  slavery  was  abolished  in  this  Stata 
And  he  will  point  to  his  record  on  the  60th  page  of  Eliot's  debates, 
in  which  he  said :  "  if  the  proposed  Constitution  would  inter- 
"^  fere  with  the  State  Legislature  he  would  be  the  last  to  vote  for 
"it 

We  will  then  call  upon  the  New  York  Convention,  which 
adopted  the  Constitution,  and  it  will  point  to  its  record  and  say 
that  twenty-seven  out  of  fifty-seven  of  all  the  members  voted 
against  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  through  fear  that  the 
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general  Government  would  encroach  upon  the  sovereign  rights 
of  the  State,  and  had  not  assurances  been  given  to  the  contrary 
not  a  single  vote  could  have  been  obtained  for  its  adoption. 
In  proof  of  this  we  will  call  upon  Alexander  Hamilton.  He  was 
one  of  its  authors  and  its  most  zealous  advocate.  He  will  point 
to  his  record  on  the  233rd  page  of  Eliot's  Debates,  where  he 
said :  ''  that  to  coerce  the  States  was  one  of  the  boldest  projects 
"  that  was  ever  conceived. 

What  a  picture  does  this  idea  present  to  our  view.  Congress 
marching  the  troops  of  one  State  into  the  bosom  of  another 
would  be  a  nation  at  war  with  itself.  Can  any  reasonable  man 
be  well  disposed  toward  a  Government  which  makes  war  and 
carnage  the  only  means  of  supporting  itself — a  Goverment  that 
can  exist  only  by  the  sword.  Every  peaceable  citizen  should 
be  disposed  against  such  a  Government.  It  is  a  dream — an 
impossibility  that  one  State  should  be  used  as  a  means  for  coerc- 
ing others. 

With  these  suggestions  I  submitt  this  count  in  the  indictment 
for  public  consideration.  If  they  should  doom  Jefferson  Davis 
to  public  execution  for  having  borne  the  banner  of  State  rights, 
they  would  do  well  to  let  James  G.  Blaine  be  his  executioner. 

May  4th,  1876. 
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It  has  been  the  preponderance  of  bigotry  and  avarioe  that  dur- 
<tDg  the  past  fifteen  years  has  been  so  swiftly  sweeping  the 
United  States  into  the  gulf  of  wickedness  and  crime. 

Through  bigotry  the  attempt  has  been  made  by  force  and 
fraud  to  carry  Massachusetts'  peculiar  civilization  to  the  Bio 
Grande,  and  through  avarice  by  the  same  means  the  attempt  has 
been  made  to  have  a  reflex  wave  sweep  the  wealth  of  the  nation 
and  the  fruits  of  its  industry  back  into  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts. In  the  pursuit  of  t'his  policy  General  Robert  C.  Schenck 
has  been  a  prominent  actor,  and  his  history  has  been  somewhat 
adventurous.  He  had  the  command  of  a  brigade  in  the  first 
battle  at  Bull  Bun.  His  defeated  brigade  returned  to  Washing- 
ton having  sufiered  the  usual  casualties  of  war.  His  horse  also 
returned  in  the  care  of  his  servant,  but  the  General  was  among 
the  missing.  A  few  days  subsequently  he  returned  to  Wash- 
ington in  a  most  pitiable  plight.  By  his  version  it  appears  that 
finding  his  brigade  was  advancing  into  danger  he  left  it  and  his 
horse  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering,  and  he  continued  to 
reconnoiter  till  the  army  was  routed  and  driven  from  the  field. 
A  few  weeks  earlier  he  had  a  similar  adventure  on  a  small  scale 
while  advancing  upon  Vienna.  He  was  again  a  fugitive  at  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Bun.  Finding  it  more  congenial  to  him 
to  use  troops  against  civilians  than  soldiers,  his  command  was 
transferred  to  Baltimore,  where 

He  found  it  safer  through  the  camp  to  go. 
And  spoil  a  subject  than  despoil  a  foe. 

In  his  diplomatic  capacity  he  has  been  equally  unfortunate, 
and  he  had  occasion  to  leave  his  charge  very  much  like  a  fugi- 
tive.    He  has,  however,  been  whitewashed,  and  he  may  now 
return  and  take  a  more  reputable  start  for  home.     In  doing  so, 
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however,  he  has  to  encounter  two  dangers.  His  resignation 
having  been  accepted,  Lord  Derby  may  not  feel  himself  obliga- 
ted to  protect  him  from  the  rude  hands  of  a  constabla  And  there 
is  a  committee  at  Washington  which  very  unceremoniously  rubs 
whitewash  oS.  He  doubtless  would  not  object  to  the  execution 
of  Jefferson  Davis. 

Having  already  considered  the  subject  of  secession,  we  will 
now  consider  that  of  the  firing  upon  Sumpter.  The  Constitution 
has  expressly  prohibited  the  Government  from  creating  a  fort, 
within  the  limits  of  a  State  without  first  obtaining  the  consent 
of  the  State  to  do  so,  and  in  every  instance  where  a  State  has 
consented  to  the  erection  of  such  fort  the  State  has  reserved  jur- 
isdiction over  such  fort  for  all  purposes,  except  for  the  defense 
of  the  city  and  harbor,  and  the  expression  has  been  invariably 
used,  '^  that  the  United  States  shall  retain  jurisdiction  for  the 
"  defense  of  the  city  so  long  as  the  fort  shall  be  used  for  that 
"  purpose  Mid  no  longer,"  the  Government  being  sovereign  over 
the  fort  for  a  certain  purpose  and  the  State  sovereign  for  all  other 
purposes.  In  England  the  Queen  is  sovereign  for  certain  pur- 
poses, and  Parliament  is  sovereign  for  certain  other  purposes.  For 
one  to  encroach  upon  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other  would  bring  on 
collision.  So  in  this  country  the  Government  is  sovereign  for 
certain  purposes  and  the  States  sovereign  for  certain  other  pur- 
poses, and  for  one  to  encroach  upon  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other 
is  liable  to  bring  on  collision.  It  is  a  wise  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  however,  that  the  Government  cannot  use  force 
without  the  deliberate  action  of  Congress  ;  and  a  State  will  not 
proceed  to  use  force  unless  its  case  is  so  clearly  just  as  to  invite 
the  assistance  and  co-operation  of  other  States. 

Alexander  Ilamilton  did  more  in  making  and  procuring  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  than  any  other  one  man, 
and  he  was  charged  with  being  too  favorable  to  the  authority  of 
the  general  Government  Therefore  his  opinion  in  respect  to 
the  rights  of  the  States  ought  to  be  conclusive  authority.  On 
page  233  of  the  II  volume  of  Eliot*s  Debates  upon  the  Consti- 
tution he  said :  "  Resistance  to  the  Government  will  not  be  con- 
"  fined  to  a  single  State.     Others  would  assist  which  were  in  the 
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•*  same  sitaation.  To  give  the  Government  unlimited  power 
**  would  be  to  establish  a  despotism."  On  page  266  he  said : 
"  The  State  Legislatures  will  be  standing  bodies  of  observation, 
"  and  jealous  of  Federal  encroachments  and  armed  with  every 
**  power  to  check  th6  first  essay  of  treachery."  On  page  304  he  said  ; 
''While  the  Constitution  continues  to  be  read  and  under- 
**  stood  the  idea  of  sacrificing  the  States  to  the  general  Govem- 
"  ment  is  wholly  inadmissable,  and  this  conviction  can  never 
"  leave  the  people  unless  they  become  mad  men.  The  idea  of 
^  reducing  the  State  Legislatures  to  a  shadow  and  a  name  is 
"  shocking  to  common  sense."  On  page  355  he  said :  "  The 
*' States  can  never  lose  their  powers  till  the  whole  people  of 
"  America  are  robbed  of  their  liberties." 

These  sentiments  of  Mr.  Hamilton  were  entertained  by  those 
who  made  the  compromise  of  1850,  and  prevailed  among  the 
people  up  to  1860.  That  our  Union  was  a  league  of  friendsliip 
made  to  establish  justice  and  promote  the  general  welfare,  with- 
out exception  of  location  or  interest,  and  bound  together  by 
common  interests  and  mutual  wants  solely,  was  the  common 
sentiment  But  the  politicians  of  Massachusetts,  who  were  the 
Fathers  of  the  Eepublican  party,  did  not  approve  of  such  a 
Government  They  had  been  unjustly  drawing  millions  of  dol- 
lars from  other  sections  and  interests  by  their  cunningly  devised 
system  of  bounties,  drawbacks  and  protective  tariffs  for  years, 
and  their  power  to  do  so  in  the  future  was  held  by  too  feeble  a 
tenure  under  our  present  form  of  Government  Having  obtained 
the  power  they  determined  to  change  our  league  of  friendship 
into  a  nation  of  force  and  fraud,  like  certain  other  nations.  By 
their  organization  of  1856  they  had  subsidized  three-fourths  of 
the  public  press  and  a  large  majority  of  the  clergy.  Through 
the  cunning  of  sucl}  men  as  Benjamin  F.  Butler  and  Caleb 
Cashing,  they  had  elected  a  President  with  but  a  little  over  one- 
third  of  the  people's  suffrages,  and  had  thereby  got  possession 
of  the  sword  and  purse  of  the  nation.  If  then  they  could  bring 
on  a  collision  of  arms,  in  sixty  days  they  would  have  the  people 
under  their  feet  The  President  had  been  raised  from  a  Missis- 
sippi boatman,  and  dazzled  by  his  unexpected  elevation  would 
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doubtless  be  their  willing  tooL  Or  if  he  should  stand  in  the 
way,  a  simple  tragedy,  such  as  occurred  four  years  later  at  Ford's 
theatre,  would  place  a  man  from  Maine  in  the  Executiye  chair 
upon  whom  they  could  rely.  Should  the  President  comply 
with  their  wishes  and  do  a  little  violence  to  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, the  new  Congress  was  so  constituted  as  to  be  ready  par- 
ticipants in  his  crime  and  thereby  disqualify  themselves  for 
impeaching  or  trying  him.  The  Southern  States  had  seceded, 
and  could  they  be  constrained  to  fire  the  first  gun,  the  war  could 
go  on  without  waiting  the  tardy  action  of  Congress.  If  the  press 
remonstrated,  shut  it  out  of  the  mails ;  if  men  remonstrated, 
send  them  to  Fort  Lafayette;  if  Congressmen  remonstrated^ 
expel  them  from  its  halls  and  teach  them  that  when  war  pre^ 
vailed,  whether  legitimate  or  not,  the  Constitution  slept 

Fort  Sumpter  had  been  seized  upon  and  held  in  violation  of 
the  Government  right,  and  the  President  sent  a  fleet  and  army 
to  invade  South  Carolina,  and  employed  a  Mr.  Harvey,  who  was 
subsequently  made  minister  to  Portugal,  to  notify  the  Govern- 
ment of  South  Carolina  of  the  contemplated  invasion.  Had  that 
invasion  been  ordered  by  Congress  it  would  have  been  legiti- 
mate war,  for  Congress  had  the  power  to  levy  war  against  a 
Nation  or  State  at  its  discretion.  But  that  invasion  was  by 
order  of  the  President,  who  had  no  such  authority.  And  in 
either  case  the  Confederate  States  were  compelled  either  to  sub- 
mit and  admit  that  there  was  no  power  to  check  Government 
usurpation,  or  to  resist  and  take  the  chances  of  civil  war.  They 
took  the  latter  course  and  Fort  Sumpter  was  fired  upon  and  taken^ 
and  I  submit  to  the  people  whether  Jefferson  Davis  ought  to  bo 
hung  for  it 

May  11th,  1876. 
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In  the  days  of  the  American  Bevolation,  Mr.  Pitt  said  in  the 
British  Parliament  that  under  certain  circumstances  the  King 
might  still  continue  to  wear  his  crown,  but  it  would  not  be 
worth  his  wearing ;  so  in  respect  to  the  Eepublican  boast  of 
haying  saved  the  Union.  What  they  have  saved,  and  are  pleased 
to  call  the  Union,  is  so  steeped  in  wickedness,  corruption  and 
crime  that  it  is  not  worth  the  saving.  It  would  have  been  bet- 
ter by  &r  if  the  Union  had  never  been  made.  In  that  case  the 
States  would  now  have  constituted  independent  sovereignties 
like  those  of  Europe,  and,  with  equal  intelligence,  would  have 
been  equally  respected,  instead  of  now  being  the  object  of  their 
pity  and  contempt  If  the  whole  policy  of  the  Republican  party 
fihoold  be  abandoned,  and  the  Government  be  brought  back  to 
its  first  principles,  there  is  enough  intelligence  and  integrity 
among  the  people  to  restore  our  nation  to  the  respect  of  the 
world. 

The  Federal  Constitution  was  said  to  be  wise  above  the  age  in 
which  it  was  made,  and  yet  the  Government  under  it  has  degen- 
erated to  be  the  worst  in  the  civilized  world.  The  fault  has  not 
been  in  the  Cionstitution,  but  in  the  construction  that  wicked  and 
corrupt  men  have  put  upon  it  That  Constitution  was  made  to 
carry  out  certain  objects,  and  the  Constitution,  by  its  provisions, 
was  amendable,  but  the  objects  were  not ;  to  violate  any  of  them 
was  death  to  the  Union,  and  left  only  a  despotism  in  its  place. 
Those  objects  were  expressed  in  the  following  words :  "We,  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect 
union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for 
the  common  defence,  promote  general  welfare,  and  secure  the 
blessing  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain,"  &c. 

Every  word  in  this  preamble  was  full  of  meaning,  which  was 
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thoroughly  explained  by  the  patriotic  men  who  made  it  Those 
explanations  show  that  the  objectjoF  the  Union,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, was  to  undergo  and  make  sovereign  the  power  of  the 
Government  over  the  external  commercial  interests  of  States, 
and  to  make  the  States  sovereign  overall  their  internal  interests, 
and  to  make  the  States  the  guardians  against  Government  asur-  * 
pations.  Most  of  the  provisions  in  the  preamble  to  the  Consti- 
tution were  expressed  in  the  articles  of  the  confederation,  and 
the  perfecting  of  the  Union  consisted  in  enlarging  the  commer- 
cial powers  of  the  Government  and  curtailing  one  of  its  implied 
domestic  powers.  Under  both  the  confederation  and  Constitu- 
tion the  Government  had  the  power  to  impose  taxes.  Under 
the  confederation  it  could  impose  taxes  upon  the  States,  and  the 
power  to  impose  implied  the  power  to  collect,  and  the  power  to 
collect  implied  the  power  to  use  the  military.  Under  the 
Constitution  the  Government  had  only  the  power  to  impose  the 
taxes  upon  the  people  of  the  States,  to  be  collected  by  the  civil 
or  judicial  power,  and  was  prohibited  from  using  the  military  in 
that  or  in  any  other  case  within  States,  unless  by  the  permission 
or  invitation  of  the  States  themselves.  And  hence  the  change 
in  the  expression  from  "we,  the  States  in  the  Confederacy,"  to 
^*we,  the  people  of  the  States  in  the  Constitution."  Such  was 
the  explanation  of  this  change  made  by  Bufus  King  and  Alex- 
ander Hamilton,  both  old  school  Federalists,  who  were  charged 
with  being  too  favorable  to  the  prerogatives  of  the  GenQ^al  Gov- 
ernment, Their  explanations  will  be  found  on  the  55th,  355th, 
S56th  and  S62d  pages  of  Eliot's  Debates,  from  which  I  have 
quoted  in  a  former  number.  Under  a  different  construction  of 
that  expression  of  **t«;e,  tktpeoph^^^  in  the  Constitution,  Republi- 
cans hav«  brought  upon  the  nation  all  the  evils,  wickedness  and 
crime  under  which  it  has  suffered  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  They 
claim  that  that  expression  in  the  Constitution  reduced  the  States 
to  a  shadow  and  a  name,  and  for  them  to  resist  any  act  of  the 
Federal  Government  was  rebellion  and  treason.  They  deny  that 
there  is  any  power  to  prohibit  Government  usurpation  except  the 
people  by  their  suffrages  in  their  individual  capacities.  To  illus- 
trate this  doctrine  let  us  suppose  the  purse  and  sword  of  the  nation 
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to  be  in  such  bands  as  Grant,  Babcock,  Belknap,  Schenck,  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  office-holders  like  them,  with  six 
millions  of  negroes  and  carpet  baggers  controlling  the  Southern 
States,  and  Chinese  and  carpet  baggers  controlling  the  States  oq 
the  Pacific  slope,  and  with  laws  that  took  hundreds  of  millions 
of  dollars  annually  from  the  industry  of  the  people  to  go  into 
the  pockets  of  Massachusetts  nabobs,  with  which  to  operate  upon 
all  that  is  corruptable  among  the  people  of  the  whole  country,  and 
what  would  the  liberties  of  the  people  be  worth.  What  security 
should  we  have  for  the  establishment  of  justice,  or  to  insure  do- 
mestic tranquility,  or  to  promote  the  general  welfare.  Would 
such  a  government  be  worth  the  sacrifice  of  a  million  of  lives  ? 
In  the  war  of  the  Eevolution,  while  the  infant  States  were  waging 
war  against  one  of  the  most  powerful  governments  in  the  world, 
the  confederacy  was  formed,  which  carefully  preserved  to  the 
people  the  liberty  of  speech  and  the  press.  The  cause  itself 
was  a  sufficient  protection  against  that  liberty. 

In  the  war  of  1812,  when  the  States,  still  in  infancy,  was  wag- 
ing war  against  the  conquerer  of  the  conquerer  of  Europe,  the 
liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press  was  preserved.  The  justice  of 
the  cause  itself  was  a  sufficient  protection  against  such  liberty ; 
but  in  our  late  Civil  War,  when  our  Government  was  passing 
from  being  a  Union  of  common  interests  and  mutual  wants  to 
one  of  force  and  fraud,  and  when  the  States  were  being  deprived 
of  their  internal  sovereignty  and  being  reduced  to  mere  shadows 
and  names,  an  expression  of  an  opinion  would  consign  a  mafi  to 
a  prison  and  exclude  the  effusions  of  the  press  from  the  mai|s,  and 
expel  a  member  from  the  Halls  of  Congress,  and  banish  him 
from  his  country,  and  all  this  was  done  under  the  Bepublican 
Constitution  of  "we,  the  peopla"  Had  Alexander  Hamilton  been 
living,  and  had  said  that  this  coercing  of  States  is  one  of  the 
maddest  projects  that  was  ever  devised,  he  would  have  been  sent 
to  a  prison.  Had  he  said  in  Congress  as  he  said  in  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention  :  "  that  no  reasonable  man  could  be  well  dis- 
**  posed  to  a  Government  that  made  war  and  carnage  the  only 
"  means  of  supporting  itself ;  a  Government  that  could  exist 
"  only  by  the  sword,"   he  would  have  been  expelled  and  ban- 
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ished  from  his  country.  He  would  not  have  been  allowed  to 
say,  as  a  citizen  or  otherwise,  as  he  said  in  the  Constitutional 
Convention :  "  that  the  States  could  not  be  deprived  of  their  sover- 
'*eign  capacities  till  the  whole  of  the  American  people  are 
"robbed  of  their  libertiea"  He  would  not  have  been 
allowed  to  say,  as  he  did  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  : 
^^  that  the  States'  Legislatures  should  be  standing  bodies  of 
"  observation,  jealous  of  the  encroachments  of  Federal  power, 
"  and  armed  to  check  such  encroachments."  The  cause  in  our 
late  Civil  War  would  not  allow  of  such  liberty  of  speechi 
and  the  authors  of  the  war  conscious  of  it  and  the  ruin  that  it 
brought  upon  the  country  was  the  object  at  which  they  aimed. 
They,  as  individuals,  enjoy  what  the  country  generally  suflfera 
I  believe  that  there  is  intelligence  enough  among  the  people  to 
burst  the  chain  that  has  bound  them.  But  to  do  so  they  must 
have  the  whole  cherished  policy  of  the  Republican  party  done 
away  with  and  the  Government  must  be  returned  to  its  first 
principles.  In  the  attainment  of  this  object  the  people  should 
be  careful  to  elect  no  man  to  an  office  who  shall  not  stand 
pledged  to  support  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  over  all  their 
internal  interests,  and  who  shall  not  stand  pledged  to  oppose 
any  interference  of  the  General  Government,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, with  the  internal  interests  of  States,  and  who  shall 
not  stand  pledged  to  oppose  the  imposition  of  any  duties 
upon  imports  except  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
mefit,  and  shall  not  stand  pledged  to  have  taxes  imposed  upon 
property  to  pay  the  National  debt  and  all  expenses  except  those 
ordinarily  accruing  for  the  support  of  the  Government  And, 
if  clergymen  will  be  politicians,  to  sustain  no  one  who  will  not 
stand  pledged  to  the  above  policy,  let  the  people  take  the  stand 
I  propose,  and  corruption  will  vanish  like  dew  before  the  sun, 
and  we  shall  soon  be  enjoying  financial  and  industrial  prosperity. 
May  18th,  1876. 
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The  UnioQ  of  the  American  States  was  made  for  certain  objects, 
and  the  Constitution  was  made  to  carry  out  those  objects.  When 
the  Government  ceased  to  sustain  those  objects  the  Union  ceased 
to  exist,  and  the  Government,  if  forced  upon  the  States,  became 
a  usurpation,  a  despotism  ;  and  there  is  not  one  of  those  objects 
that  the  Government  under  Republican  domination  has  not  vio- 
lated. One  of  the  objects  of  the  Union  was  to  confer  upon  the 
Federal  Government  sovereign  power  over  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  to  be  sustained,  regulated,  cherished  and  protected. 
Instead  of  discharging  this  duty  the  Government  under  Repub- 
lican policy  has  made  it  the  instrument  of  burthening  and 
impairing  certain  interests  for  the  promotion  of  others,  thereby 
instead  of  sustaining  and  cherishing  that  commerce  it  is  doing 
much  to  depress  and  destroy  it  Formerly  two-thirds  of  that 
commerce  was  done  in  American  ships.  Now,  under  Bepub* 
lican  policy,  two-thirds  of  that  commerce  is  done  in  foreign 
ships. 

One  of  the  objects  of  the  Union  was  to  secure  to  the  States 
sovereignty  over  all  of  their  internal  interests  and  to  exclude 
the  General  Government  from  any  interference  with  those  inter- 
est&  To  that  end  the  Government  was  not  permitted  to  build 
a  fort  or  any  other  erection  within  the  State  without  first  obtain- 
ing the  formal  consent  of  such  State.  In  time  of  peace  the 
Gt>vernment  was  not  permitted  to  enter  the  State  with  troops 
for  any  active  purpose  without  the  consent  or  invitation  of  such 
State.  It  was  not  permitted  to  adjudicate  between  the  citizens 
of  the  same  State.  Any  of  the  duties  the  Government  had  to 
exert  within  the  limits  of  a  State  were  to  be  exerted  with  individ- 
uals and  not  with  or  against  the  State ;  and  when  the  civil  act 
of  the  Government  came  in  conflict  with  a  prior  act  of  the  State 
9 


66  FINANCE  AND   POLITICS. 

the  Grovernment  had  to  yield  to  that  prior  act,  as  in  case  of  the 
collection  of  taxes  where  both  had  levied  upon  the  same  prop- 
erty. 

Under  Republican  policy  commerce  has  been  perverted  to 
oppress  and  burthen  the  interests  and  industry  of  some  States, 
to  foster  and  promote  interests  in  others.  Taxes  have  been 
imposed  upon  the  people  of  some  States  to  be  bestowed  in  boun- 
ties upon  the  people  of  others.  And  now  an  unconstitutional 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  has  been  iliade  providing  that 
the  Government  might  interfere  by  legislatio©  with  certain  inter- 
nal interests  in  States.  That  amendment  is  unconstitutional 
because  it  was  not  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  in  fact, 
but  an  amendment  of  an  object  of  the  Union  for  which  the  Con- 
stitution was  made,  which  was  not  amendable.  That  amend- 
ment if  persisted  in  is  a  precedent  fatal  to  the  sovereign  rights  of 
States,  and  leaves  them  but  a  shadow  and  a  name. 

One  of  the  objects  of  the  Union  was  the  establishment  of 
Justica  And  yet  it  is  the  policy  of  Republicans  to  tax  annually 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  upon  the  people  to  be  bestowed 
upon  Massachusetts  fisheries,  and  tens  of  thousands  annually  to 
be  bestowed  in  drawbacks  upon  the  exportation  of  some  of  those 
fish,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  annuallv  to  be  bestowed 
upon  the  exportation  of  Boston  rum  to  Africa  to  be  invested 
in  the  slave-trade,  and  to  impose  extortionate  duties  upon 
imports  to  enable  Massachusetts  manufacturers  to  monopolize 
the  markets  and  double  the  prices  of  their  productions.  And 
certain  creditors  for  thousands  of  millions  of  dollars  invested  in 
coin  or  its  equivalent  are  compelled  by  Republican  policy  to 
take  their  pay  in  a  depreciated  paper  currency,  or  what  is  worse, 
in  silver  adulterated.  And  thousands  of  millions  of  dollars  of 
debts  contracted  in  a  depreciated  paper  currency  are  compelled 
to  be  paid  in  coin  of  the  standard  of  the  world. 

One  of  the  objects  of  the  Union  was  to  insure  domestic  tran- 
quility ;  and  yet  under  it,  through  Republican  policy,  the  nation 
has  been  plunged  into  one  of  the  most  wasteful,  terrible  an  dis- 
graceful Civil  Wars  that  was  ever  waged.  Two  millions  of  the 
adult  male  population  of  the  country  has  been  called  to  the 
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battle-field,  and  ten  thousand  millions  of   dollars    has    been 
expended  in  that  war. 

One  of  the  objects  of  the  Union  was  to  promote  the  general 
welfare,  and  yet,  under  Republican  policy,  agriculture,  the  most 
important  interest,  has  been  made  secondary,  and  manufactures, 
a  secondary  interest,  has  been  made  by  partial  and  unconstitu- 
tional legislation  to  exceed  in  its  products  and  profits  that  of  all 
other  interests. 

One  of  the  objects  of  the  Union  was  made  for  the  common 
defense,  and  yet  fortifications  for  that  purpose  have  been  used 
to  bold  States  in  subjection  and  to  imprison  individuals  without 
process  of  law  or  being  charged  with  crime. 

One  of  the  objects  of  the  Union  was  to  secure  the  blessing  of 
liberty  to  us  and  our  posterity.  Slavery  consists  in  the  arbitrary 
control  of  labor.  Under  Republican  policy  one-half  of  the  labor 
of  the  country  is  arbitrarily  taken  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  na- 
tional debt  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  late  Civil  War,  and  the 
•tealing  by  corrupt  men  in  office  and  the  favoritisms  of  bounties, 
drawbacks  and  tariffs,  and  this  slavery  is  to  be  entailed  upon 
our  posterity  if  the  Republican  policy  is  permitted  to  prevail  in 
the  future. 

The  Patriot  Fathers  who  established  this  Union  told  us  in 
their  published  proceedings  that  they  looked  to  the  individual 
States  for  its  preservation  and  for  the  protection  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  and  certain  of  the  States  vamly  strove  to  do  so. 
But  hope  of  civil  liberty  and  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
States  bade  the  world  farewell  when  Robert  E.  Lee  surrendered 
his  sword  at  Spottsylvania  Court  House. 

In  the  destruction  of  the  objects  for  which  our  Union  was 
made,  Republicans  have  not  left  an  uncommitted  crima  By 
their  selfish  policy  they  have  excited  sectional  prejudices  in  the 
country.  Through  their  subsidized  press  they  have  fomented 
angry  passions  among  the  people,  and  drove  States  into  secession 
from  the  Union.  They  persistently  held  forts  in  violation  of 
the  rights  of  States.  Professing  secrecy  of  action  they  employed 
agents  to  give  the  notice  that  they  would  provoke  a  conflict  of 
arms.     Without  the  authority  of  Congress,  which  possessed  the 
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sole  war  power,  requisitions  were  made  upon  States  for  troopSi 
and  States  were  invaded  and  battles  fought  In  the  prosecutioa 
of  that  war  they  stole  private  property,  burned  bouses  and  cities 
and,  like  savages,  tried  to  obtain  success  through  the  sufferings 
of  women  and  children,  whom  they  drove  to  the  fields  and  forests 
to  escape  from  their  burning  buildings,  and  made  the  remedies 
necessary  for  their  health  in  their  climate  contraband  of  war. 
They  treated  their  prisoners  with  cruelty,  and  became  so  brutal' 
ized  that  they  even  neglected  to  provide  reasonably  for  their 
own  killed  and  wounded. 

In  order  to  plunder  their  own  people  they  called  for  half  a 
million  of  troops  they  did  not  need,  and  thereby  allowed  unprin- 
cipled officers  to  exact  millions  of  dollars  from  the  people  by 
way  of  commutations  to  be  dhrided  among  themselves.  And, 
to  cap  the  climax,  they  procured  the  assassination  of  their  own 
President  because  he  stood  in  the  way  of  their  policy  of  recon- 
struction. To  conceal  Republican  agency  in  that  transaction 
they  now  publish  Brick  Pomeroy's  foolish  version  upon  the 
subject  But  had  Pomeroy  been  sufficiently  paid  he  would 
have  invented  a  much  more  plausible  theory,  or  he  does  not  pos- 
sess the  reckless  ingenuity  for  which  he  has  credit  But  I 
repeat  emphatically,  that  Republicans,  to  carry  out  their  wicked 
policy,  procured  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  the 
proof  of  which  I  will  produce  in  a  future  number. 
*    June  1st,  1876. 


i 


POLITICAL    STRATEGY.  69 


POLITICAL  STRATEGY. 


■♦♦-< 


The  "  Policy  "  of  the  Republican  Party. 


Notwithstanding  the  Republicans  had  subsidized  three-fourths 
of  the  public  press  and  the  almost  entire  Methodist  clergy,  and 
through  bounties,  drawbacks  and  protective  tariff,  had  acquired 
wealth  through  which  to  command  every  corruptable  element 
among  the  people,  yet  in  1860  they  were  conscious  of  being  in 
a  hopeless  minority  and  could  only  attain  success  through  po- 
litical strategy.  It  was  a  part  of  that  strategy  to  employ  such 
men  as  Benjamin  F.  Butler  and  Caleb  Gushing  to  divide  the 
Democratic  party.  It  was  a  part  of  that  strategy  to  nominate 
just  such  a  man  as  Abraham  Lincoln  for  the  Presidency.  Raised 
from  a  humble  station,  with  but  little  experience  as  a  statesman 
and  with  talents  but  a  little  above  mediocrity,  they  were  con- 
scious that  he  would  be  a  willing  tool  in  their  hands.  The 
result  justified  their  calculation.  Through  the  division  of  his 
opponents  Mr.  Lincoln  was  elected  President,  though  he  had 
received  only  a  little  over  one-third  of  the  popular  votea  And 
within  fifty  days  after  his  inauguration  he  had  been  beguiled 
into  acts  so  plainly  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  that  he  was 
liable  to  be  impeached  by  a  unanimous  vote  and  had  to  rely  for 
protection  upon  Republican  Congressmen.  From  that  period  he 
became  the  mere  tool  of  the  party,  and  the  Executive  power 
passed  into  the  hands  of  John  A.  Andrew,  th€  Governor  of  Mas- 
8achusett&  With  such  an  Executive  and  the  War  Department 
in  the  hands  of  Edward  M.  Stanton,  and  such  Generals  in  the 
field  as  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  stealing,  robbing,  burning  and 
«vei7  other  atrocity,  could  not  excite  surprise. 
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In  1864  Mr.  Lincoln  was  again  elected  President  He  had 
looked  on  with  impotent  regret  at  occurrences  during  his  first 
administration.  He  did  not  feel  himself  under  great  obligations 
to  Republicans  for  his  second  election,  and  he  was  conscious 
that  for  his  success  he  was  indebted  more  to  their  fears  than 
their  good  will.  He  was  conscious,  too,  that  his  second  election 
had  released  him  from  accountability  for  any  occurrences  under 
his  first  administration,  and  he  was  determined  to  avoid  acts  in 
the  future  which  might  subject  him  to  impeachment  He  was 
determined  to  retain  the  executive  power  in  his  own  hands.  He 
was  determined  to  bring  the  war  to  a  close,  and  to  restore  the 
Government  and  Union  to  their  first  principles.  To  that  end 
he  sent  Francis  P.  Blair  to  Richmond  to  invite  the  appoint- 
ment of  Commissioners  to  meet  him  in  consultation.  He 
met  those  Commissioners  in  Hampton  Roads  and  signified  to 
them  his  wishes.  On  the  3rd  of  March  he  made  known  to  his 
Cabinet  the  terms  upon  which  he  proposed  to  receive  the  sur- 
render of  the  Southern  armies  and  to  close  the  war.  Mr.  Stan- 
ton, as  Secretary  of  War,  being  one  of  his  Cabinet,  in  a  very 
excited  and  vehement  manner  signified  to  the  President  that 
if  such  was  his  policy  lie  had  better  never  be  inaugurated. 

Though  yielding  to  Mr.  Stanton  on  that  occasion,  he  still  per- 
sisted in  his  pacific  policy,  and  in  pursuance  of  it  received  the 
surriender  of  the  army  of  General  Lee,  and  two  days  after  was 
assassinated  by  John  Wilkes  Booth,  whose  associates  were  Harold, 
an  idiot,  Payne,  a  lunatic,  and  Atzerot,  a  foreign  adventurer, 
not  capable  of  speaking  the  English  language.  Booth  was  the 
actor  in  the  assassination,  and  morally  the  only  responsible  man. 
He  was  the  friend  and  associate  of  John  N.  Hale,  a  leading 
Republican  United  States  Senator,  and  was  the  accepted  suitor 
of  Hale's  daughter.  He  was  also  the  friend  and  associate  of  Mr. 
Weachman,  an  employee  of  Mr.  Stanton  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  through  Weachman  was  made  acquainted  with  Payne, 
an  associate  assassin.  Having  fractured  his  leg  in  fleeing  from  the 
scene  of  the  assassination,  he  went  for  relief  to  Dr.  Mudd,  who 
is  now  a  Republican  Senator  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  who 
not  only  set  his  limb  but  aided  in  his  escape.     Of  course  Repub- 
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licans  manifested  great  lamentation  at  the  assassination,  and  to 
show  their  zeal  they  hang  Mrs.  Suratt,  an  innocent  woman,  and 
they  paid  ten  thousand  dollars  from  the  Government  Treasury 
to  a  Mr.  Conover  as  a  witness,  who  was  convicted  of  perjury  and 
sent  to  the  Albany  Penitentiary.  And  the  Republican  Congress 
appointed  a  committee,  with  Benjamin  F.  Butler  at  its  head,  to 
investigate  and  ascertain  who  were  the  authors  of  the  assassina- 
tion. That  committee,  as  was  to  be  expected,  has  taken  no 
action  upon  the  subject,  but  in  common  with  the  whole  Repub- 
lican party  are  content  to  adopt  the  foolish  version  invented  by 
Brick  Pomeroy. 

Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  Andrew  Johnson  became  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and,  like  Mr.  Lincoln,  attempted 
to  restore  the  Government  to  its  first  principles,  and  though  he 
escaped  assassination,  a  still  more  wicked  attempt  was  made  to 
consign  his  name  to  everlasting  infamy  by  impeachment ;  and 
failing  in  that  attempt  the  Republican  Congress  divested  him  of 
almost  all  the  prerogatives  of  his  office.  Their  object  of  this 
action  is  defined  in  Francis  Drake's  American  Biography,  pub- 
lished by  James  R  Osgood  &  Co.,  in  Boston,  in  1872,  where  it 
reads  that  President  Johnson  was  so  opposed  to  the  reconstruc- 
tion policy  of  Congress  that  he  was  impeached.  With  the  same 
truth  and  propriety  it  might  be  said  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  so 
opposed  to  the  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress  that  he  was 
assassinated.  Had  Jefferson,  Madison,  Livingston,  or  any  other 
prominent  men  who  made  the  Federal  Constitution  been  filling 
the  places  of  Lincoln  and  Johnson,  it  would  have  been  said  of 
them  that  they  were  so  opposed  to  the  reconstruction  policy  of 
Congress  that  they  were  either  assassinated  or  impeached.  The 
impeachment  was  more  wicked  as  it  was  a  living  death,  and  as 
the  case  of  President  Johnson  involved  official  perjury  as  well 
as  murder.  It  was  pronounced  official  false  swearing  by  one  of 
the  Republican  United  States  Senators  before  whom  the  case 
was  tried,  and  the  Hon.  William  M.  Evarts,  one  of  the  counsel 
who  tried  the  case,  notified  the  Senate  that  it  was  one  of  those 
cases  where  they  could  remember  the  admonition  :  "  Thou  shalt 
not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain."    And  it  is  a 
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lamentable  fact  that  the  present  most  prominent  Bepublican  can- 
date  for  the  Presidency  was  a  Congressman  who  voted  for  tho 
impeachment  of  Andrew  Johnson. 

The  Union  was  made  to  give  to  a  General  Government  the 
power  and  influence  of  all  the  States  collectively  in  war,  ia 
diplomacy,  in  foreign  commerce,  in  the  commercial  and  postal 
intercourse  between  States,  and  similar  prerogatives  outside  of 
Statea  In  every  other  respect  the  States  were  to  be  as  sovereiga 
and  independent  as  though  the  Union  had  not  been  made. 
But  this  understanding  of  the  Union  did  not  satisfy  Massachu- 
setts greed,  and  she  has  persistently  sought  under  the  Union 
to  lay  all  the  people  of  the  States  under  contribution  to  promote 
her  cherished  interests.  Conscious  that  this  policy  was  not 
consistent  with  justice  and  mutual  friendly  intercourse,  she 
has  sought  and  succeeded  in  making  the  Union  one  of  force 
and  fraud  in  reducing  the  States  to  a  shadow  and  a  name. 
Hence  the  war — hence  the  debt  of  thousands  of  millions  of  dol- 
lars growing  out  of  the  war — hence  the  policy  of  delaying  the 
payment  of  that  debt  for  forty  years  to  be  extended  another 
forty  years  if  Eepublican  policy  is  allowed  to  prevail— hence  the 
policy  of  denying  to  the  people  of  the  States  the  currency 
enjoyed  by  all  other  civilized  people. 

That  this  is  Republican  policy  and  not  a  matter  of  necessity 
is  evident  to  every  intelligent  mind.  The  financial  policy  of 
1865,  if  persisted  in,  would  have  paid  the  national  debt  in  five 
years  and  not  been  burthensome.  In  the  war  ten-sixteenths  of 
the  wealth  of  the  nation  was  expended.  It  would  now  take 
only  two-thirtieths  of  the  nation's  wealth  to  pay  the  debt  Under 
such  circumstances  it  certainly  could  not  be  burthensome  to  pay 
that  debt  in  five  years.  It  would  take  only  two-tenths  of  the 
annual  products  of  the  nation  to  pay  that  debt,  and  of  course 
the  debt  could  be  paid  in  five  years  without  feeling  it  But  to 
pay  that  debt  would  spoil  all  Republican  policy.  The  protec- 
tive policy  would  have  to  be  abandoned,  and  a  large  source  of 
stealing,  robbing  and  public  plunder,  would  be  cut  offi  I  trust 
the  people  will  take  this  subject  into  serious  consideration  at  our 
coming  Presidential  election. 
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If,  instead  of  a  union  of  sovereign  States  bound  together  to 
establish  justice  by  mutual  wants  and  common  interests,  they 
desire  a  despotism  sustained  by  force  and  fraud — if,  instead  of 
independent  States  associated  together  for  mere  commercial 
purposes,  they  prefer  States  divested  of  all  sovereign  preroga- 
tives and  pinned  together  by  a  million  of  bayonets — ^if,  instead 
of  relying  on  States  to  protect  the  people  from  Oovemmeat 
usurpations,  they  prefer  to  have  the  people  rely  for  such  proteo- 
tion  upon  the  negroes  at  the  South  or  Chinese  at  the  West,  or 
upon  bribed  whites  at  the  North,  they  will  vote  for  a  Eepubli- 
can  Congress  and  President 

If  they  wish  the  people  of  all  the  States  taxed  five  hundred 
millions  of  dollars  annually  to  promote  the  cherished  interests 
of  Massachusetts — if,  instead  of  leaving  the  industrial  interests 
to  the  natural  laws  of  trade  under  which  the  products  of  agri- 
culture would  exceed  those  of  all  others,  and  under  which  our 
country  would  become  the  granery  of  the  world,  they  desire  a 
protective  policy  by  which  the  products  of  agriculture  shall  be 
reduced  to  one-half  of  those  of  the  manufacturers,  they  will  vote 
for  a  Republican  Congress  and  President 

If  they  prefer  to  have  the  people  for  all  time  deprived  of  such 
currency  as  all  other  civilized  people  enjoy,  and  they  prefer  to 
thrust  the  burden  of  supporting  the  Government  and  the  pay- 
ments of  its  debts  upon  labor  rather  than  capital,  they  will  vote 
for  a  Republican  Congress  and  President 

If,  instead  of  paying  two  thousand  millions  of  debt  in  a  period 
of  five  years  out  of  a  national  wealth  of  thirty  thousand  millions 
of  dollars,  they  prefer  to  delay  the  payment  of  that  debt  for 
forty  years  to  be  held  by  foreigners,  the  interest  upon  which 
would  exhaust  all  the  coin  of  the  country,  leaving  to  the  people 
only  an  irredeemable  paper  currenc}^  to  sustain  all  their  industry, 
they  will  vote  for  a  Republican  Congress  and  President 

If  they  are  opposed  to  paying  the  national  debt  in  five  years 
out  of  ten  thousand  millions  of  annual  production  ;  if  they  pre- 
fer to  delay  the  payment  of  that  debt  for  forty  years  with  all  its 
baleful  consequences,  they  will  vote  the  Republican  ticket 

K  they  prefer  to  have  the  Government  retained  in  the  hands 
10 


74  FINANCE  AND  POLITICS. 

of  thieves  and  robbers,  and  prefer  to  have  labor  instead  of 
csapital  taxed  to  pay  for  those  stealings  and  to  pay  the  extra 
expenses  of  the  Government  and  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Govern- 
ment, they  will  vote  for  a  Bepublican  C!ongre8sand  President 

And  finally,  if,  Instead  of  honest,  pious  men,  they  prefer 
knavish  hypocrites  for  clergymen,  they  will  vote  the  Bepublican 
ticket,  for  it  is  a  part  of  Bepublican  strategy  to  lure  men  into  the 
ministry  by  selfish  considerations. 

June  8th,  187& 
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In  a  communication  prepared  for  the  JRepublican  I  have  read 
a  furious  criticism  upon  mj  conmiunication  published  in  the 
Begisteb  of  the  25th  of  May  inst.  In  that  criticism  the  writer 
is  pleased  to  construe  the  word  "  they  "  as  meaning  '^  the  loyal 
supporters  of  our  country's  flag."  Now  the  author  of  that 
article  knew  better  than  to  put  such  a  construction  upon  that 
word.  In  my  communication  I  was  fixing  a  long  train  of  respon- 
sibilities upon  the  Bepublican  party,  and  in  that  connection  I 
used  the  word  "  they"  To  them  I  imputed  those  evils,  and  cer- 
tainly not  to  the  men  who  by  repeated,  inexorable  drafts  had 
been  forced  into  the  field.  I  did  not  mean  to  include  even 
Abraham  Lincoln,  as  he  had  been  made  only  the  tool  of  the  party 
and  his  regrets  for  being  such  a  tool  cost  him  his  life.  I  did  not 
mean  to  include  specially  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  as  he  was  a  mere 
spawn  of  the  party,  and  when  reflection  had  called  out  his  better 
nature  he  died  prematurely  with  remorse. 

The  writer  for  the  Bepnilican  denies  unqualifiedly  that  the 
Crovemment  failed  to  provide  for  its  own  killed  and  wounded, 
and  says  the  charge  is  too  ridiculous  to  notice,  and  he  calls  for 
proo£  In  a  former  communication  I  have  produced  the  most 
conclusive  proof  on  that  subject,  to  which  I  refer  that  corres- 
pondent I  will  merely  make  a  brief  allusion  to  those  proofs. 
At  the  second  Bull  Bun  battle  twenty  thousand  Federal  killed 
and  wounded  men  were  scattered  over  a  section  nine  miles  long 
by  three  miles  wide,  and  were  left  from  Saturday  till  the  next 
Thursday,  the  living  to  suffer,  starve  and  die,  and  that,  too, 
within  two  hours'  ride  by  railroad  from  the  city  of  Washington. 
Whatever  the  correspondent  of  the  Bepublican  may  think  of  it, 
an  intelligent  world  will  pronounce  it  the  most  wantonly  barba- 
rous act  in  history.  For  the  proof  of  this  fact  I  have  already 
cited  as  authority  the  Washington  Bepuilic  and  the  New  York 
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Journal  of  Comm&ce^  which,  for  the  benefit  of  future  genera- 
tions, I  have  cut  out  and  preserved  in  my  scrap-book.  I  also 
have  referred  to  Messrs.  Winters,  Stoddard  and  Boyd,  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  and  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Hutchinson, 
of  the  Internal  Revenue  Department,  who  went  as  individuals  to 
the  battle-field  and  pronounced  the  suflTerings  there  as  most  hor- 
rible ;  and  it  was  upon  their  representations  that,  after  a  delay  of 
five  days,  the  Government  sent  ambulances  to  remove  the  wound- 
ed. I  can  tell  other  cases  almost  equally  atrocious,  but  I  will 
not  pain  the  reader  by  the  recital 

With  equal  mendacity  the  correspondent  of  the  BepubUcan 
denies  that  Confederate  prisoners  were  treated  with  cruelty. 
Without  referring  to  particular  cases,  I  will  settle  this  question 
of  veracity  by  citing  an  officially  established  fact  During  the 
war  there  were  220,000  Confederate  prisoners  taken,  of  whom 
26,486,  or  about  twelve  per  cent,  died  in  Government  prisons. 
During  the  same  time  there  were  270,000  Federal  prisoners  taken, 
of  whom  22,576,  or  about  eight  and  one-half  per  cent,  died  in 
Confederate  hands,  nearly  one-half  of  whom  perished  at  Ander- 
sonville,  and  I  have  already  shown  that  the  Federal  Government 
was  responsible  for  their  deaths.  And  deducting  the  deaths  at 
Andersonville  would  reduce  the  number  of  deaths  in  Confeder- 
ate hands  to  about  five  per  cent 

On  the  467th  page  of  the  History  of  the  United  States,  by 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  published  in  1872,  he  refers  to  the  same 
fact  that  I  do  to  prove  the  cruel  treatment  of  Confederate  prison- 
ers. The  death  of  twelve  per  cent  of  Confederate  prisoners  in 
the  cool  breezes  of  the  North,  in  the  midst  of  abundant  supplies, 
will  prove  the  cruel  treatment  if  anything  will.  On  the  other 
hand  the  deaths  of  only  five  per  cent  of  Federal  prisoners  under 
the  tropical  heat  of  the  South,  where  the  people  generally  were 
suffering  for  the  means  of  life  and  health,  is  proof  positive  that 
the  prisoners  were  treated  with  humanity.  I  do  not  expect  that 
these  facts  will  convince  the  Republican's  correspondent,  as  I 
Buspect  him  to  be  of  the  school  of  whom  Hudibras  sung : — 

*'  Convince  a  man  against  his  will, 
He's  of  the  same  opinion  still." 

June  8th,  187& 
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A  late  correspoDdent  of  the  Bepublican,  over  the  signatare  of 
*'  D.,"  has  taken  offence  at  my  communications  published  in  your 
papers,  and  however  ambitious  I  may  be  to  please  the  gentle- 
man or  desirous  to  avoid  his  denunciations,  I  cannot  consent  to 
0ogar-coat  the  pills  already  administered,  or  falsify  the  truths  I 
propose  to  say  in  the  future. 

I  have  before  me  the  New  York  Tribune  of  April  20th,  1863^ 
in  which  is  approvingly  quoted  the  resolution  of  the  New  York 
Ciooference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  expressed  in  the 
following  words :  "  The  war  is  unutterably  glorious,  and  as  far 
'*as  we  may  judge  our  nation  is  a  choice  and  chosen  instrument 
"for  the  establishment  of  Christ's  Kingdom  upon  the  earth." 
I  did  not  entertain  those  sentiments  at  that  time  and  do  not  now. 
I  expressed  my  sentiments  upon  the  subject  in  the  Gazette  on 
that  occasion  then,  and  repeat  them  now,  however  much  I  may 
suffer  in  the  estimation  of  correspondent  ^^D/' 

Without  undertaking  to  decide  the  merits  of  the  cause  for 
which  Eobert  E.  Lee  fought,  I  did  say  that  when  Lee  surrendered 
the  principle  was  lost  that  States  were  the  protectors  of  the 
people  against  Oovernment  usurpations.  If  correspondent  "D." 
thinks  a  million  of  negro  suffrages  is  a  better  protection,  I  can- 
not concur  with  him. 

I  have  chained  Bepublicans  with  having  committed  many 
crimes,  and  supposed  the  fact  to  be  indisputable.  But  if  cor- 
respondent "D."  thinks  them  pure  and  spotless,  I  do  not  envy 
his  obtuseness.  If,  after  having  read  my  communications,  he  is 
not  willing  to  admit  that  Republicans  have  violated  all  the  ob- 
jects for  which  the  Constitution  was  made,  I  shall  not  waste 
words  with  him  upon  the  subject 

The  ^wantonly  leaving  twenty  thousand  wounded  men  for  four 
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long  days  and  nights  upon  the  Bull  Bun  battle-field  to  suffer, 
starve  and  die,  correspondent  "D."  thinks  was  no  neglect  of 
duty,  and  censures  me  for  calling  public  attention  to  it  He 
ought  to  have  a  word  to  say  to  the  Republican  editor  of  the 
Berkshire  Gdzarier,  for  in  his  paper  of  January  5th,  1876,  he  says : 
'^  The  banishing  of  Dorrance  Atwater  to  an  island  in  the  Pacific 
'^  Ocean  was  to  conceal  the  scoundrelism  of  the  War  Department 
*'of  the  Government  for  the  neglect  of  the  prisoners  at  Ander- 
"  sonville." 

Correspondent  "  D."  thinks  it  was  no  act  of  cruelty  to  allow 
twelve  per  cent  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  Confed- 
erate prisoners  to  die  in  Government  prisons,  and  I  beg  of  him 
to  indulge  me  in  very  honestly  differing  with  him  upon  that 
subject 

But  my  greatest  offense  has  been  in  not  believing  in  the  Brick 
Pomeroy  version  of  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Adam,  through  importunity  of  Mr&  Eve,  brought  a  terrible 
judgment  upon  the  world  of  mankind.  Mr&  Delila  had  the 
address  to  bring  Sampson  to  grief.  Uriah's  wife  beguiled  King 
David  into  the  commission  of  a  terrible  crime.  The  Queen  of 
Sheba  made  Solomon  act  very  unwisely.  Cleopatra  made  Mark 
Anthony  so  forgetful  of  his  duty  that  he  sacrificed  his  empire 
and  his  life.  And  Homer  sung  of  Grecian  Hellen  in  the  follow- 
ing strains : — 

"  No  wonder  such  celestial  channs 
For  nine  long  years  have  kept  the  world  in  arm." 

The  daughter  of  a  Bepublican  Senator  lavished  her  smiles 
upon  John  Wilkes  Booth,  and  showered  boquets  upon  him  in 
the  theatre.  It  cannot  therefore  be  surprising  that  he  was  easily 
persuaded  to  shoot  a  President  who  had  become  obnoxious  to 
her  Senatorial  father. 

In  common  with  the  leaders  of  both  the  Democratic  and 
Whig  parties,  including  such  men  as  Henry  Clay  and  Daniel 
Webster,  I  heartily  approved  of  the  compromise  of  1850,  and  it 
was  in  most  perfect  accordance  with  the  first  principles  of  our 
Government  In  1856,  when  the  Republican  party  was  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  overthrowing  the  compromise  of  1850,  I 
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regretted  it  exceedingly,  and  in  a  communication  published  in 
the  Hudson  Gazette,  which  I  have  in  my  scrap-book,  I  pre- 
dicted that  the  policy  of  that  party  would  lead  to  Civil  War, 
and  I  used  the  following  language :  ^*  When  all  shall  be  over- 
"  whelmed  with  debt  and  taxes,  and  our  commerce  ruined  and  our 
*'  fSarmers  reduced  to  poverty,  and  mourning  and  desolation  be  car* 
"  ried  to  every  hamlet,  we  shall  have  rolled  back  the  car  of  free- 
"  dom  for  at  least  half  a  century,  and  may  have  blotted  out,  per- 
•*  haps  forever,  that  fair  fabric  of  freedouL" 

When  the  war  that  I  had  predicted  actually  came,  I  could  not 
throw  up  my  hat  and  shout  in  joyous  gladness.  I  mourned,  and  in 
consequence  such  men  as  correspondent  "  D."  called  me  a  "  cop- 
"  perhead."  And  now,  when  all  the  consequences  of  that  war  that 
I  predicted  are  visited  upon  us,  correspondent  "D"  takes  offense 
that  I  complain,  and  he  doubtless  would  consign  me  to  banish- 
ment or  a  prison  were  I  not  protected,  not  by  his  negro-sustained 
Government,  but  by  the  Government  of  the  State  which  yet  has 
tome  prerogatives  left 

June  8th,  1876. 
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THE  REPUBLICAN  PARTY. 


I  have  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  1860  the  Bepubli- 
can  party,  though  sustained  by  a  subsidized  press  and  the 
almost  entire  Methodist  clergy,  obtained  but  a  little  over  one- 
third  of  the  popular  votea  They  elected  their  President  through 
the  division  of  their  opponenta  I  have  noticed  that  in  less  tbaa 
fifty  days  after  the  inauguration  of  that  President,  without  the 
authority  of  Congress  and  in  the  plainest  violation  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  he  plunged  the  nation  into  one  of  the  most  lament- 
able civil  wars  that  ever  disgraced  humanity.  In  the  prosecu- 
tion of  that  war  ten -sixteenths  of  the  wealth  of  the  nation  was 
expended,  and  yet  church  property  was  increased  ten  fold  and 
wickedness  and  crime  had  a  corresponding  increasa  In  April, 
1868,  seores  of  battles  had  been  fought,  and  such  scenes  as  that 
at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  had  been  exhibited.  At  that  pe- 
riod the  New  York  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
held  its  annual  session.  It  was  composed  of  hundreds  of  clergy- 
men. Among  its  resolutions  the  following  sentiments  were 
offered :  "  The  war  is  unspeakably  glorious.  So  far  as  we  may 
''judge  our  nation  is  a  choice  and  chosen  instrument  for  the 
"  extension  and  establishment  of  Christ's  Kingdom  on  the  earth." 
Those  resolutions  were  received  with  the  most  rapturous 
applause — with  the  clapping  of  hands  and  stamping  of  feet  and 
with  shouts  of  "  Amen,"  "  God  be  praised,"  Bless  the  Lord," 
&a  The  IHbunej  from  which  I  quote,  said  :  "  So  vociferous 
"  were  those  patriotic  demonstrations  that  the  eminent  gravity 
"  of  the  presiding  officer  was  disturbed,  and  Bishop  Scott  arose 
''  and  said  he  dissented  from  such  modes  of  expression  and  he 
"wished  the  gentlemen  to  remember  they  were  clergymen." 
"  To  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Foster  replied  that  he  manifested  his 
"conversion  to  God  in  the  same  way." 
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The  only  voice  raised  in  opposition  to  those  resolutions  was 
hissed  down. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Osborn,  of  White  Plains,  said :  "  Where  he 
''  lived  the  infamous  Copperheads  were  as  thick  as  blackberries, 
'^  and  he  thought  thrashing  them  would  be  a  Christian  virtue, 
"  and  if  he  were  President  Lincoln  he  would  hang  theuL" 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Foster  said :  "  He  was  in  favor  of  war  before  a 
''  gun  was  fired.  The  South  hated  the  l^nkees,  and  he  wanted 
^'  that  hellish  devilish  idea  whipped  out  of  them  ;  and  to  accom- 
^  plish  that  object  he  did  not  care  if  the  war  went  on  one,  two 
"  or  three  years* "  He  said  "  the  ladies  in  New  Orleans  showed 
''  their  contempt  for  the  Yankees  by  crossing  to  the  other  side 
*'  of  the  street,  and  he  wanted  that  feeling  whipped  out  of  them 
"  by  shot  and  shell." 

The  Rev.  J.  B.  Wakely  said  :  "  The  proper  way  to  treat  Cop- 
"  perheads  was  to  stamp  on  them,"  and  his  declaration  was 
received  with  applause. 

The  clergymen  composing  that  Conference  were  a  sample  of 
those  composing  the  whole  church. 

When  it  is  considered  that  it  is  the  peacemaker  that  receives 
Heavenly  commendations,  and  that  love  is  the  only  principle 
constituting  the  Christian  character,  can  it  be  surprising  that 
such  clergymen  should  corrupt  the  people  and  be  in  an  eminent 
d^ree  the  authors  of  the  wickednes  and  crime  ^bat  prevades  the 
country  ?  Can  it  be  surprising  that  hate  predominates  in  what 
was  to  be  a  league  of  friendship  ?  Or  that  war  should  be  sub- 
stituted for  domestic  tranquility  ?  Or  that  a  despotism  should 
be  established  in  the  place  of  a  free  Government  ? 

It  is  readily  discernable  that  the  late  correspondents  of  the 
Republican  are  imbued  with  the  same  spirit  of  the  clei^men  of 
1863. 

I  believe  if  the  honest  intelligence  of  the  country  could  be 
made  to  act  in  concert,  despotism  would  be  shaken  off  and  a 
principle  of  justice  would  be  restored,  and  wickedness  and  crime 
would  ccsase  to  predominate. 

We  can  never  be  a  free  and  prosperous  people  till  the  national 
debt  is  paid.     It  will  ever  be  like  a  mill  stone  about  our  necks, 
11 
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while  requiring  eighty  millions  of  coin  annually  to  pay  the  inter- 
est to  the  foreign  creditors. 

Two-thirtieths  of  the  wealth  of  the  nation,  or  two-tenths  of 
the  annual  income  of  that  wealth,  would  pay  the  debt  in  a 
single  year.  And  notwithstanding  the  many  naughty  things  the 
BepvhlkariLS  correspondent  has  said  of  me,  I  would  gladly  con- 
tribute four-thirtieths  of  my  property,  in  addition  to  four-tenths 
of  my  income,  if  by  doing  so  I  could  secure  the  payment  of  that 
national  debt 

Instead  of  the  civil  war  being  "  glorious  "  beyond  the  power 
of  speech  to  utter,  the  Devil  would  have  credited  that  glory  to 
the  scene  on  the  second  Bull  Bun  battle-field  And  to  look  at 
the  wickedness  and  crime  into  which  we  are  engulfed  we  must  be 
constrained  to  say  that,  as  far  as  we  may  judge,  our  nation  has 
been  the  choice  and  chosen  instrument  for  the  establishment  of 
Satan's  Kingdom  upon  earth. 

June  22d,  1876. 
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The  Doctrine  of  Sectional  Hate. 
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The  Methodist  clergy  were  once  distinguished  for  their  zeal 
and  piety,  and  many  of  them  were  men  of  superior  intelligence, 
and  it  is  iilstructive  to  trace  their  downward  history  till  a  large 
majority  of  them  wear  the  livery  of  Heaven  to  serve  the  Devil 
in.  There  were  some  developments  in  the  late  General  Confer- 
ence of  that  church  at  Baltimore  that  gave  us  hopes  of  reforma- 
tion, among  which  was  the  removal  of  Daniel  Curry  from  the 
editorial  chair  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  revise  the  James  Floy  hymn-book,  and  the 
rebuke  inflicted  upon  clerical  political  agitators. 

I  have  called  attention  to  the  acts  of  the  New  York  Annual 
Conference  in  April,  1863,  in  which,  when  battle-fields  were 
being  heaped  with  mountains  of  the  dead,  a  professed  minister 
of  the  Prince  of  Peace  and  the  one  professing  a  religion  the  alt 
important  attribute  of  which  was  love,  stood  up  declaring  that 
be  was  in  favor  of  war  from  head  to  foot,  from  hair  to  heel,  and 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  such  a  war  before  a  gun  was  fired.  And 
because  the  women  of  New  Orleans  manifested  a  dislike  to 
Yankees  he  wanted  that  **  hellish,  devilish  spirit  whipped  out 
of  them  by  shot  and  shell,"  and  he  did  not  care  if  it  took  one, 
two  or  ten  years  to  effect  that  object  I  have  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  such  language,  instead  of  being  rebuked  was 
applauded  by  the  Conference.  I  now  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  that  clergyman  some  nine  years  subsequently  was  made  a 
Bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Id  October,  1866,  the  New  York  East  Annual  Conference  of 
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the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  held  its  session  in  Brooklyn, 
Bishop  Scott  presiding,  which  sent  the  following  telegram  to  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South, 
then  in  session  at  New  Orleans,  Bishop  Kavenaugh  presiding : — 

"  Whereas,  The  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Charch 
8oath,  is  now  in  session  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  therefore 

Besohed,  That  we,  the  New  York  East  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  hereby  present  to  that  venerable  representative  body  our 
Christian  salutations,  and  cordially  invite  them,  together  with  us,  to  make 
next  Sabbath  a  day  of  special  prayer,  both  in  private  and  the  public  congre- 
gations, for  the  peace  and  unity  of  heart  of  our  common  country,  and  for  the 
full  restoration  of  Cliristian  sympathy  and  love  between  the  churches,  and 
especially  between  the  different  branches  of  Methodism  within  the  nation  ; 
and  upon  the  receipt  of  an  acceptable  affirmative  reply  this  concert  of  prayer 
will  be  considered  by  this  Conference  as  adopted.'* 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  telegram  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lee,  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference,  said :  "  I  do  not  know  what  to  say  on  this 
"  subject  This  message  may  be  the  keenest  policy  they  could 
"  have  adopted.  If  it  is  mere  policy  I  protest  against  it  But 
"  I  am  not  opposed  to  praying  on  any  subject  at  any  time  and 
"  anywhere." 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Jones,  of  the  Mississippi  Conference,  said :  "  I 
"  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  resolution  was  oflFered  by  my 
"  father-in-law,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bangs,  and  d  better  and  a  purer 
**  Christian  than  he  never  lived.  If  he  offered  it  and  that  body 
"  endorsed  it,  it  is  all  right" 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Marshall,  of  the  Mississippi  Conference,  said : 
"  I  believed  in  the  late  civil  war  our's  was  the  cause  of  right 
"  I  still  believe  it ;  and  while  I  honor  the  Nation  and  the  Church 
"  and  the  Government,  and  the  great  institutions  of  Methodism 
"  North  and  South,  as  far  as  the  principles  which  our  Christian 
"  association  requires,  I  will  still  cherish  this  principle  above  any 
"  Church  and  State  in  which  and  under  the  inspiration  of  which 
"  I  have  for  years  as  sincerely  served  God  as  I  ever  expect  to 
"  serve  Him  when  I  reach  the  Kingdom  above  ;  but  when  I 
"hear  that  telegraphic  request  that  we  should  join  them  in 
"  prayer — when  that  message  in  so  simple,  beautiful  and  touch- 
"  ing  terms  as  those  conveyed  over  the  mysterious  wires  comes 
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"  as  with  the  inspiration  and  burning  voice  of  right,  I  may  truly 
"  say  with  all  my  heart :  '  let  us  pray.'  I  thank  God  that  it  was 
''  in  their  hearts  to  send  us  that  messaga  I  say,  oh,  Thou 
"  searcher  of  the  heart,  Thou  knowest  how  glad  I  am  that  the 
''  hearts  of  our  bretheren  on  the  other  side  have  prompted  them 
"  to  send  us  that  message  through  this  mysterious  agency.  I  say 
'*  let  us  accept  it  If  it  shows  anything  indicative  of  evil,  let  us 
^'  not  be  the  first  to  suspect  it  I  care  not  who  offered  it,  whether 
"  it  was  the  venerable  Bangs  or  the  youngest  member  of  the 
'^  Conference,  I  thank  him  for  it  It  has  the  ring  of  true  Meth- 
''  odism  and  of  true  piety,  and  I  wish  to  say  that  when  to-morrow 
''  dawns  upon  my  eyes,  as  God  sends  His  light  into  my  room 
"  I  will  pray  that  we  may  be  united  in  the  true  spirit  of  religion. 
"  The  war  is  over  and  the  sword  is  turning  the  turf  for  the  com. 
''  Let  the  past  be  buried  and  let  the  spirit  of  religion  reign.  The 
''  Spirit  of  the  fiend  has  reigned  long  enough,  and  if  those  whom 
"  we  deemed  to  have  manifested  an  ungenerous,  wicked  and 
**  worldly  spirit  toward  the  South  are  not  as  bad  as  we  had 
**  conceived,  and  are  ready  to  extend  the  right  hand  of  fellowship 
**  and  brotherly  love,  let  us  receive  it  I  am  for  continuing  our 
*' church  as  it  stands,  but  I  say,  as  the  Church  South,  let  us 
"  pray." 

Dr.  W.  A.  Smith,  of  the  Virginia  Conference,  said :  "  1  am 
'*  tempted  to  speak  in  the  hope  that  I  shall  see  a  unanimous 
'*  vote  in  favor  of  accepting  that  tel^ram,  and  I  cordially  and 
'*  heartily  unite  with  the  brethren  with  uplifted  hands  in  saying : 
" '  let  us  pray.' " 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Dums  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  said : 
"  I  am  for  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  of  accepting  unanimously, 
"  and  I  imite  with  Dr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  in  hoping  that  every 
"  man  will  vote  for  them.  If  I  supposed  there  was  a  trick  in 
"  this  invitation,  still  I  think  I  would  pray.  We  can  not  be  in- 
"  jured,  for  brethren,  if  they  try  to  play  a  trick  on  us,  if  in  the 
"  simplicity  of  our  hearts  we  adopt  the  resolution  of  acceptance, 
"  I  hope  the  resolution  will  be  adopted,  and  to  their  cordial  greet- 
"ing  a  brotherly  response  from  us  will  be  sent  over  the  wires." 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Sehon,  of  the  Louisville  Conference,  said :   "  In 
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"  the  sincerity  of  my  heart  I  hail  the  resolution  of  acceptance 
"  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  and  I  hope  that  by  a  rising  vote 
"  every  member  of  this  body  will  signify  his  approval  of  it,  and 
"  that  to  the  Father  of  all  mercies  we  shall  present  ourselves  fer- 
"vently  and  with  self-abasement  before  His  throne.  I  hope 
"speedily  that  we  may  send  a  fraternal  answer  back  and  that 
"God  may  look  down  upon  this  scene  of  two  antagonistic 
"branches  of  the  church  united  in  prayer  for  a  common  bless- 
"ing  to  rest  upon  ua" 

Upon  the  motion  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  Walker,  of  the  Louisville 
Conference,  the  resolution  was  passed  by  a  rising  vote,  and  it 
was  in  the  following  words : 

"  Eesoked,  That  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  8oath,  is  always  ready  to  entertain  with  Christian  courtesy  any  pro- 
posals looking  to  the  cultivation  of  kindly  and  brotherly  relations  with  other 
branches  of  the  common  Methodism  of  the  country,  and  do  hereby  cordially 
agree  to  unite  on  to-morrow  with  New  York  East  Annual  Conference  in 
special  or  solemn  prayer  in  private  and  the  public  congregations  for  the  very 
desirable  object  expressed  in  the  fraternal  message  of  that  Conference." 

When  this  telegram  was  received  by  the  New  York  East  Con- 
ference they  refused  to  act  upon  it  They  laid  it  on  the  table, 
and  the  author  of  the  correspondence  admitted  that  his  object 
was  to  "  smoke  them  out" 

The  editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  of  April  19th,  1866,  says: 
"  We  were  among  those  who  voted  the  paper  on  the  tabla  We 
"  have  now  no  quarrel  with  the  Southern  Methodist  Church,  but 
"  only  a  few  such  correspondences  will  be  necessary  to  give  us  a 
"  pretty  large  one.  The  smoking  out  process  intimated  is  not  to 
"our  taste*" 

With  such  a  clergy  as  those  of  the  New  York  and  New  York 
East  Conferences,  is  it  surprising  that  there  should  have  been  a 
Eepublican  party  ?  With  such  a  Eepublican  party  as  has  domi- 
nated in  this  country,  is  it  surprising  that  there  should  have 
grown  up  such  a  clergy  as  those  in  these  two  conferences?  With 
such  a  party  and  such  a  clergy,  is  it  surprising  that  wickedness 
and  crime  should  have  become  rampant  over  our  country  ?  and 
is  it  surprising  that  the  church  wealth  of  that  clergy  should  be 
increased  ten  fold  while  ten-sixteenths  of  the  wealth  of  the  .nation 
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was  being  expended  in  a  wasteful,  wicked  war?  Is  it  surprising 
that  a  million  of  lives  should  have  been  sacrificed  jn  that  war? 
Is  it  surprising  that  Bepublicans  are  seeking  to  fasten  upon  the 
country  for  forty  years  to  come  the  enormous  debt  created  in  that 
war,  thereby  unsettling  all  the  industries  of  the  coxmtry  and  deny- 
ing to  the  people  such  currency  as  all  other  civilized  people 
enjoy?  It  is  surprising  that  Republicans  have  created  and  are 
still  fanning  the  fiames  of  sectional  hatred  among  the  people,  and 
have  sought  and  succeeded  in  changing  our  Union  from  a  league 
of  friendship  to  one  of  force  and  fraud? 

All  this  ought  not  to  surprise  anybody,  and  it  ought  to  be 
surprising  if  there  is  not  virtue  and  intelligence  enough  among 
the  people  to  shake  off  the  incubus  of  such  a  party  and  such  a 
clergy.  To  do  this  no  ambitious  aspirations  ought  to  prevent 
the  honest  intelligence  of  the  country  from  uniting  in  the  zealouB 
support  of  the  Democratic  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 

June  13th,  1876 
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AFRICAN  SLAVE-TRADE. 
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Scraps  of  History  for  Republican  Samts. 


In  the  c5ommercial  intercourse  of  nations,  neither  foreign  or 
domestic  vessels  are  permitted  to  load  and  leave  for  foreign  ports 
till  they  have  filed  in  the  Custom  House  a  duly  consigned  man- 
ifest of  their  cargo ;  and  no  vessel,  foreign  or  domestic,  from  a 
foreign  port  is  permitted  to  break  bulk  in  any  of  die  harbors 
in  the  commercial  world,  without  first  having  filed  in  the  Cus- 
tom House  their  manifest,  under  a  penalty  of  being  arrested  for 
smugghng  or  piracy.  Under  these  regulations  bills  drawn  upon 
consignees  constitute  bills  of  exchange  through  which  countless 
milKons  of  commerce  is  carried  on  without  the  aid  of  coin,  and 
under  these  commercial  regulations  it  was  one  of  the  cherished 
interests  of  Massachusetts  for  over  a  century  to  export  rum, 
guns,  powder  and  lead  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  be  exchanged 
for  slavea  But  in  1788  a  decision  of  the  Court  would  not  allow 
those  slaves  to  be  landed  in  Boston,  and  nations  began  to  agitate 
the  question  of  making  African  slavery  piracy.  To  avoid  the 
consequences  of  such  action,  Fisher  Ames,  of  Massachusetts,  in 
1793  had  the  address  to  procure  an  act  of  Congress  under  which 
the  Collectors  of  the  Customs  were  authorized  to  license  vessels 
to  touch  and  trade  at  any  foreign  port  or  place  without  being 
specially  consigned.  This  act,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
American  policy  denying  tlic  right  of  search,  was  an  express 
license  for  piracy,  whereas  without  it  piracies  werc  almost  impos- 
sible. Under  that  act  the  American  flag  has  been  made  to  wave 
over  a  thousand  pirates'  decks  since  the  African  slave-trade  has 
been  made  piracy  by  the  laws  of  nations. 
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On  the  160tli  page  of  Lorenzo  Sabine's  Report  prepared  for 
the  Treasiiiy  of  the  United  States,  he  says  that  law,  which  was 
still  in  force,  had  been  extremely  beneficial,  but  was  liable  to  bo 
abused.  Thomas  Corwin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his 
annual  report  to  Congress  in  1853,  adopted  and  presented  thiSi 
view  of  Mr.  Sabina 

It  must  indeed  be  admitted  that  that  act  was  liable  to  be 
abused.  It  has  in  fact  had  some  connection  with  all  the  wicked- 
ness and  corruption  under  which  our  nation  has  suffered,  and  is 
now  standing  on  the  brink  of  ruin-  Without  that  act  Massa- 
chusetts could  not  have  made  common  cause  with  the  enemy  in 
the  war  of  1812.  Without  that  act  she  could  not  have  kept 
constant  trade  with  the  South,  supplying  them  with  arms  and 
military  stores  in  exchange  for  cotton  during  the  civil  war. 
Without  that  act  she  could  not  have  monopolized  the  supplying 
the  people  of  the  South  with  drugs  vitally  important  to  their 
health,  to  facilitate  which  monopoly  she  had  managed  to  have 
those  drugs  pronoimced  contraband  of  war.  Her  action  in  her 
intercourse  with  the  South  during  the  war  is  alluded  to  on  the 
767th  page  of  Harper's  Magazine  for  November,  1874,  on  which 
it  reads:  "It  is  to  the  disgrace  of  our  country  that  goods 
"smuggled  into  the  Confederacy  by  way  of  Nassau  were 
"from  Northern  ports,  as  for  example  ship  loads  of  pistols 
"  were  brought  from  Boston  in  barrels  invoiced  as  lard."  With- 
out the  act  of  1793  the  African  slave-trade  would  have  ceased  as 
soon  as  nations  had  concurred  in  pronoimcing  it  piracy,  and  in 
consequence  slavery  would  long  since  have  ceased  to  exist  in 
this  country,  or  would  have  been  merely  nominal 

At  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1793  slaves  were  comparatively 
few  in  this  coimtry,  and  nearly  one-half  of  whom  were  ultimately 
French,  as  the  others  would  have  been,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
thousands  annually  supplied  from  Africa  by  the  Massachusetts 
slave-traders. 

The  operations  of  those  traders  are  discussed  in  No.  43  of 

Executive  Documents  of  the  first  session  of  the  Twenty-ninth 

Congress,  in  volume  IIL     The  first  is  a  letter  from  George  W. 

Slocum,  United  States  Consul  at  Eio  Janeiro,  to  Daniel  Web- 
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ster,  United  States  Secretary  of  State,  dated  September  4th,  1841, 
in  which  it  states  that  the  brig  Sophia^  Augustus  W.  Kjook, 
owner,  sailed  from  Rio  Janeiro  on  the  21st  of  February,  1841, 
Matthew  Hale  and  W.  P.  Sumner  captain  and  mate.  On  her 
arrival  at  Benguela,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  she  was  at  once  trans* 
f erred  into  a  slaver  and  was  loaded  with  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
slaves.  The  American  sailors  were  all  put  on  shore  and  all 
perished  but  one,  and  Portuguese  sailors  were  employed.  The 
American  sailor  that  survied  was  rescued  by  Captain  Dodgely, 
of  the  brig  Ceyhn,  He  subsequently  gave  affidavit  that  he  saw 
the  slaves  put  on  board,  and  he  saw  that  the  brig  remained  under 
the  American  flag.  Two  others  of  the  sailors  were  found  alive 
by  W.  E.  Newcomb,  and  taken  on  board  the  brig  WiUiam  Jaties^ 
but  they  died. 

In  several  other  letters  to  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Slocum  gave  the 
history  of  other  American  ships  sold  to  foreigners  to  be  employed 
in  the  slave-trade  under  the  American  flag,  and  thereby  under 
the  protection  of  the  act  of  1793,  and  he  expressed  a  wish  that 
means  shoidd  betaken  that  our  flag  should  no  longer  be  so  pros- 
tituted. He  stated  that  very  high  prices  were  paid  for  Ameri- 
can vessels  by  Brazilians  and  Portuguese  wherever  they  could 
induce  the  master  to  give  them  the  use  of  the  register.  He 
recommended  that  a  law  be  passed  making  it  felony  for  any 
master,  owner  or  agent  to  sell  a  vessel  on  the  African  coast  or  in 
any  place  deliverable  on  the  coast ;  and  what  would  be  still  better, 
to  recommed  the  passage  of  an  act  that  any  vessel  cleared  from 
the  United  States  for  Africa  should  be  obliged  to  return  direct, 
bringing  vrith  her  the  proceeds  of  her  outward  cargo. 

In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Webster  of  July  1st,  1843,  he  said :  "  The 
"  American  vessels  engaged  in  trade  between  Eio  Janeiro  and 
**  Africa  are  invariably  slave  dealers,  sailing  with  the  American 
"  flag  and  register  under  a  charter  party.  The  vessels  are  char- 
"  tered  in  Massachusetts  and  consigned  to  James  Birkhead,  of 
"  Rio  Janeiro.  The  brig  Duan^  of  Beverly,  a  harbor  fifteen  miles 
"  from  Boston,  was  of  218  tons  burden,  and  owned  by  Bryan  & 
^*  Foster,  was  chartered  as  containing  ninety  pipes  of  wine  con- 
"  signed  to  James  Birkhead.    But  upon  arriving  at  Rio  Janeiro 
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**  flie  pipes  were  found  to  contain  only  water.  That  manifest^  liowr 
**  ever,  under  the  act  of  1793  gave  a  license  to  the  slave-trade  in 
"  which  the  vessel  sailed  August  20th,  1842,  and  again  in  February 
**  26th,  1843,  and  was  preparing  to  sail  again  October  6th,  1843/' 

He  gave  the  names  of  other  vessels  engaged  in  the  same  trade^ 
among  which  was  the  HulacOj  of  Belfast,  the  PamiUa,  of  Salem, 
and  tfie  Lucy  Peneman^  of  Macbias. 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  TJpsher,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated 
October  6th,  1843,  Mr.  Slocum  stated  that  notorious  slave  deal- 
ers would  pay  very  high  prices  for  American  ships  with  the 
American  flag  and  papers,  as  no  other  flag  carried  with  it  the 
same  immuniti^.  He  said  that  the  American  flag  and  papers 
was  a  protection  against  detention,  search  and  exposura  He 
therefore  recommended  legislation  which  would  effectually  check 
that  infamous  trade  and  free  our  common  coimtry  from  tha 
reproacL 

While  the  African  slave-trade  was  for  all  time  thus  carried  on 
by  foreigners  under  the  protection  of  the  American  flag,  a  much 
more  extensive  trade  was  carried  on  direct  from  Boston  under  the 
protection  of  the  act  of  the  treaty  of  1793.  By  referring  to  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  commerce  and  nav- 
igation for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1843,  it  will  be  seen 
that  during  that  year  there  was  exported  from  Boston  to  the 
alave  coast  of  Africa  245,547  gallons  of  rum,  199,270  pounds  of 
powder,  and  2,169  muskets. 

These  I  have  given  as  samples  of  the  slave-trade  under  that 
infamous  act  of  1793.  I  have  stated  and  now  repeat  that  that 
act  has  had  some  connection  with  all  the  evils  with  which  our 
country  has  been  visited.  Had  it  not  been  for  that  act  the  dis- 
graceful capture  of  the  iJlhesapeak  would  never  have  occurred. 

Massachusetts  would  never  have  put  20,000  troops  in  the 
field  to  menace  the  Government  of  the  country  in  its  infancy, 
when  struggling  in  war  with  a  mighty  nation-  She  would  never 
have  called  an  extra  session  of  her  Legislature  with  avowedly 
hostile  objects  to  that  Government  She  would  never  have  leg- 
islated into  existence  the  Hartford  Convention.  She  would 
never  have  had  cause  after  a  lapse  of  flfty  years  to  call  upon  the 
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Government  to  pay  for  troops  she  had  raised  to  make  common 
cause  with  the  enemy.  She  would  never  have  been  visited  by 
the  two  English  parliamentarians,  Wilson  and  Strompson,  itt 
1811  and  1835,  who  came  to  this  country  to  systematise  and  stir 
up  treason.  She  would  never  have  provoked  and  plunged  the 
nation  in  a  civil  war,  and  then  supplied  both  sides  with  the  means 
of  carrying  it  on. 

As  I  have  before  stated,  without  that  act  slavery  would  not 
in  1860  had  an  existence  in  this  country,  or  would  have  been 
merely  nominal  There  would  have  been  no  bleeding  Kansas. 
There  would  have  been  no  civil  war — no  sacrifice  of  a  million  of 
lives — no  sacrifice  of  $10,000,000,000  of  treasury — no  contracting 
of  $2,000,000,000  debt — no  transfering  such  debt  to  tlfe  hands 
of  foreigners — no  draft  upon  the  country  of  $80,000,000  of  coin 
annually  to  pay  the  interest  on  that  debt— no  wholesale 
derangement  of  the. whole  industrial  interests  of  the  country, 
filling  it  with  tramps,  vagabonds  and  burglars — no  corrupting 
the  clergy  and  the  people,  and  making  our  land  proverbial  for 
wickedness  and  crime-no  converting  our  Union  from  a  league 
of  friendship  to  a  tyranny  to  be  supported  and  sustained  by  force 
and  fraud — no  party  claiming  that  the  people  and  the  States 
have  no  other  protection  against  the  usurpations  of  the  General 
Government  except  a  million  of  negro  suffragers. 

In  fact,  instead  of  there  being  a  million  of  negroes  in  this  cotiu- 
try  whose  suffrages  wicked  and  corrupt  men  could  use  to  des- 
troy the  liberties  of  the  people,  those  simple-minded  negroes 
would  have  been  in  Africa,  in  a  climate  congenial  to  them  and 
among  whom  Dr.  Livingston  could  travel  fifteen  thousand  miles 
with  more  safety  to  person  and  property  than  he  could  in  com- 
pany of  certain  Massachusetts  Generals. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  act  of  1793  no  perjured  Massachusetts 
Custom  House  ofiicers  would,  for  promoting  the  African  slave- 
trade,  have  invoiced  water  for  wine,  or  to  facilitate  Massachu- 
setts intercourse  with  the  enemy  in  the  late  civil  war  have 
invoiced  pistols  as  lard  In  fact^  there  would  have  been  no  civil 
war  and  none  of  the  horrors  of  the  battle-fields  of  Bull  Run  and 
Winchester,  or  Andersonville  prison — there  would  have  been 
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no  party  taking  victims  from  those  fields  or  that  prison  for  the 
purpose  of  pressing  them  into  the  Presidential  chair,  hoping 
through  him  to  obtain  a  further  lease  of  four  years  in  which  to 
plunder  and  rivet  chains  upon  the  people.  We  should  have 
seen  no  executive  officer  transferred  to  a  penitentiary  or  foreign 
ministers  using  their  prerogatives  to  screen  him  from  arrest  by 
a  constable 

Mr.  Webster  must  have  blushed  for  his  country  in  1842  and 
1843,  when  reading  the  letters  of  Mr.  Slocum.  He  was  well 
aware  of  the  slave-trade  as  carried  on  from  Boston  and  through 
the  aid  of  rum,  and  for  the  other  evils  that  might  have  occurred 
under  the  provisions  of  the  infamous  act  of  1793 ;  yet  he  dare 
not  move  its  repeal,  stiU  aware  that  such  action  would  have 
caused  the  doors  of  Fanual  Hall  to  be  shut  against  him. 

As  I  have  once  before  suggested,  Massachusetts  contains  the 
greatest,  wisest  and  meanest  of  mankind,  and  the  latter  has  the 
political  ascendency  there.  Yet  she  has  many  noble  men  who 
would  rejoice  if  the  people  would  imite  and  shake  off  the  party 
that  has  festered  into  existence  through  the  corrupt  influence  of 
such  acts  as  that  of  1793,  and  who  are  one  day  begging  of  the ' 
people  for  a  new  lease  of  political  life  by  profuse  promises  of 
reform,  and  the  next  in  a  party  platform  boasting  of  their 
achievements. 

July  13th,  1876. 
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THE  REPUBLICAN  PLATFORM. 


In  the  late  national  Republican  platform  it  reads  that  "  their 
deeds  have  passed  into  history  and  they  look  back  to  them  with 
pride."  Those  deeds  are  too  numerous  to  be  noticed  in  gross, 
therefore  I  will  only  notice  some  of  them  in  detaiL  Among  the* 
last  though  not  the  least  of  them  is  the  annulment  of  the  extradi* 
tion  treaty  with  England.  There  is  a  possibility  that  at  the  next 
election  the  people  may  put  the  rod  of  empire  into  the  hands  of 
the  Democracy,  and  in  that  case  the  prison  doors  might  be  stand- 
ing open  for  the  reception  of  countless  thousands  who  for  years 
have  been  plundering  the  National  Treasury.  Therefore  the 
annulment  of  the  extradition  treaty  to  them  must  be  a  glorious 
consummation-  Tliey  have  only  to  step  into  Canada,  and  then 
through  the  annulment  of  that  treaty  they  can  set  at  defiance  a 
Democratic  administration-  Even  General  Grant  could  safely  en- 
joy his  accumulated  millions  among  the  cool  breezes  of  Upper 
Canada  In  fact,  a  whole  section  of  Canada  might  be  settled  by  a 
colony  of  those  refugees,  whose  great  wealth  and  deep  piety  would 
induce  certain  of  the  clergy  to  conclude  that  they  were  *iihe  choice 
and  chosen  instruments  for  the  establishment  of  Christ's  King- 
dom upon  the  earth."  But  instead  of  carrying  their  peculiar 
civilization  to  the  Rio  Grande,  they  would  not  think  prudent  to 
venture  with  it  below  the  south  bank  of  the  St  Lawrence. 

By  a  provision  in  the  Webster  and  Ashburton  treaty,  made 
in  1842,  certaincriminals  were  to  be  extradited  upon  the  requis- 
ition of  either  Government,  but  from  that  act  political  criminals 
were  to  be  exempted.  Our  country  had  ever  been  the  asylum 
of  all  who  had  raised  their  hands  against  tyrants  or  who  sought 
to  protect  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  against  usurpers, 
or  who  from  any  political  cause  had  become  obnoxious  to  their 
Government     Among  persons  so  protected  are  the  names  of 
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Louis  Philip,  Louis  Napoleon,  Count  Pulaski,  Kossuth,  Kos- 
ciusco,  John  Mitchell,  and  thousands  of  others  among  whom  are 
names  which  have  become  immortal  in  history.  Such  men  of 
course  were  exempted  fh)m  the  extradition  treaty.  And  to  pre- 
vent a  corrupt  Government  from  getting  possession  of  such  men 
by  getting  them  extradited  for  pretended  crimes,  the  British 
Crovernment  by  special  act  of  Parliament  required  that  the 
requisition  of  a  criminal  should  contain  a  provision  that  he 
should  not  be  tried  for  any  other  offense  than  that  for  which  be 
had  been  extradited.  Without  such  provision  each  country 
would  cease  to  be  the  asylum  of  political  offenders.  And  yet, 
under  fear  of  what  the  people  may  do  at  the  coming  election, 
and  especially  disliking  the  precedents  already  set  by  Governor 
Tilden  in  respect  to  Government  peculators,  our  Government 
have  seized  upon  the  flimsy  excuse  of  the  action  of  the 
British  Gt)vemment  to  annul  the  extradition  treaty  altogether, 
thereby  securing  to  themselves  a  place  of  refuge  where  they  can 
enjoy  impunity  from  their  crimea  Of  this  act,  among  others  of 
a  kindred  character,  they  feel  their  boasted  pride,  and  in  the 
exuberance  of  their  joy  doubtless  consider  it  unutterably  glo- 
riousL 
July  27th,  187a 
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THE  EXTRADITION  TREATY. 


It  will  be  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  Devil  is  not  as  black  as 
he  has  been  painted  or  we  have  imagined. 

It  was  a  mournful  thought  that  by  the  annulment  of  the 
extradition  treaty  our  Kepublican  Government  had  provided  an 
asylum  for  all  its  official  thieves,  for  incendiaries,  for  burglars 
and  for  murderers,  and  had  thereby  given  a  new  impulse  to  the 
wickedness  and  crime  which  was  prevading  our  country. 

It  was  a  mournful  thought  that  our  property  and  lives  were 
no  longer  under  legal  protection,  but  in  a  few  hours  the  plun- 
derer of  the  one  or  the  destroyer  of  the  other  could  place  himself 
beyond  the  reach  of  accountability. 

.  It  was  a  mournful  thought  that  if  Bepublicans  should  succeed 
at  the  coming  Presidential  election,  this  state  of  things  was  to 
continue  for  all  future  tima 

It  was  a  mournful  thought  that  this  immunity  to  crime  crea- 
ted a  new  element  of  strength  to  the  Republican  party,  as  it 
secured  to  them  all  the  suffrages  of  those  who  have  made  oar 
country  proverbial  for  wickedness  and  crima 

It  was  a  mournful  thought  that  our  Government  could  shame 
lessly  assign  as  a  reason  for  the  annulment  of  that  extradition 
treaty  that  England  sought  to  remain  the  asylum  to  all  who  might 
seek  protection  from  tyrants  and  usurpera 

But  the  suggestion  in  the  Eegister  of  July  25th  that  a  new 
extradition  treaty  is  in  contemplation  does  something  to  dispel 
this  gloom. 

Of  course  in  any  new  treaty  England  will  retain  the  right  to 
be  the  asylum  to  the  wickedly  oppressed. 

Of  course  our  Kepublican  Government  will  not  hesitate  to 
yield  that  point  if  it  can  retain  an  asylum  which  shall  secure  it 
from  accountability  for  its  past  peculations  and  crimes. 
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Of  coarse,  then,  any  extraditioQ  treaty  that  our  Bepublicaa 
Government  will  consent  to  make  will  have  to  operate  upon 
crimes  committed  in  the  future.  Such  a  provision  will  bridge 
over  the  whole  (lifficulty.  It  would  leave  all  criminals  of  the 
past  a  refuge  in  which  to  enjoy  their  plunder.  It  would  save 
the  extraditing  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Winslow,  who  as  a  clergyman, 
an  editor  and  a  prominent  actor  in  the  city  of  Boston,  would 
carry  out  his  threat  of  making  developments  which  would  pass 
into  history  and  of  which  even  the  Bepublicans  would  not  feel 
very  proud. 

Bat  we  will  be  thankful  for  any  extradition  treaty  that  shall 
protect  us  from  future  crimes.  If  our  Bepublican  Govern- 
ment will  expedite  such  treaty  we  will  give  the  Devil  his  due 
and  say  he  has  exhibited  one  redeeming  quality  which  you  can 
record  in  his  favorite  column  in  your  paper. 

August  Srd,  1876. 
13 
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FALSE  PRETENSE. 


^•» 


Readved,  That  the  people  justly  view  with  alarm  the  reckless  extravagance 
wich  pervades  every  department  of  the  Federal  Government ;  that  a  return 
to  rigid  economy  and  accountability  is  indispensable  to  arrest  the  systematic 
plunder  of  the  public  treasury  by  favored  partisans — while  the  recent 
startling  developments  of  frauds  and  corruption  at  the  Federal  metropolis 
shows  that  an  entire  change  of  administration  is  imperatively  demanded. 

Nothing  could  be  so  appropriate  to  the  present  times  as  that 
resolution ;  and  yet,  strange  to  say,  that  was  the  sixth  resolution 
in  the  Republican  platform  of  1860,  upon  which  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
nominated  for  the  Presidency. 

That  the  resolution  was  a  false  pretense  subsequent  events 
most  conclusively  demonstrate.  The  whole  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  Federal  Government  for  seventy- two  years  previous  to 
1861  were  $2,297,232,765.53.  The  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
Government  which  accrued  in  twelve  years  previous  to  1873, 
were  $4,977,789,214.90.  During  those  twelve  years  there  was 
the  additional  sum  of  $976,000,000  paid  in  interest  on  the  pub- 
lic debt,  and  $10,000,000,000  more  had  been  expended  in  the 
civil  war.  In  the  three  years  subsequent  to  1872  the  accruing 
expenses  had  been  about  $470,000,000,  and  the  interest  on  the 
public  debt  about  $360,000,000. 

So  that  the  whole  expenditure  of  the  Government  under  Dem- 
ocratic rule  in  seventy-two  years  was  about  $2,300,000,000,  while 
the  whole  expenditure  of  the  Government  in  fifteen  years  under 
Eepublican  rule  was  about  $23,000,000,000,  or  just  about  a  ten- 
fold increase  in  fifteen  years  upon  an  expenditure  of  seventy- 
two  years. 

In  1860  the  expenses  of  the  Government  in  the  civil  list  were 
$6,148,655.41.  .  In  1870  under  Republican  rule,  the  expendi- 
ture in  that  list  was  $19,031,283.55. 

In  1860  the  whole  expenses  of  the  Government,  whieh  the 
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RepablicaDS  in  the  foregoing  resolution  were  pleased  to  charac- 
terize as  recklessly  extravagant,  were  $63,200,875.61.  In  1870 
those  expenses  for  that  year  were  $293,656,005.15. 

In  1860,  in  the  War  Department,  25,000  troops  cost  $10,472,- 
802.72.  In  1873,  in  the  War  Department,  under  Eepublican  rule, 
25,000  men  cost  $42,827,314.71. 

In  1860  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department  just  about 
equalled  its  expenditures.  In  previous  years  the  revenues 
sometimes  exceeded  the  expenditures.  In  one  year  such  excess 
was  over  $800,000.  Now,  under  Republican  rule,  the  expendi- 
tures exceed  the  revenues  to  the  amount  of  $8,131,302.19,  such 
excess  equalling  the  whole  amount  of  the  expenditures  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  in  1860.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  too, 
that  owing  to  the  growing  corruptions  of  Congress  it  has  divested 
itself  of  the  franking  privilege  which  the  Congress  of  1860 
enjoyed. 

Now  this  financial  showing  has  passed  into  history;  and 
Bepublicans  in  a  national  platform  profess  themselves  to  be 
proud  of  it,  and  Mr.  Hayes,  their  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
approbates  that  platform  ;  and  if  he  possesses  intelligence  suffi- 
cient to  qualify  him  for  the  office  he  cannot  be  ignorant  of  that 
financial  policy,  and  if  elected  he  will  preserve  it  in  the  future. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  say,  in  the  presence  of  my  God, 
that  if  the  Republican  policy  shall  continue  to  prevail,  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  will  never  be  relieved  from  grinding  taxation, 
and  they  never  will  be  allowed  the  use  of  such  currency  as  the 
people  of  all  other  countries  enjoy. 

August  10th,  1876. 
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CAUSE  AND  EFFECT. 


^•» 


It  is  important  to  discover  the  cause  in  order  to  procure  a 
remedy  for  both  moral  and  physical  diseases.  That  there  is  a 
perfect  leprosy  of  moral  disease  prevailing  in  the  United  States, 
is  apparent  to  all,  and  is  admitted  by  all  And  that  this  disease 
has  a  political  origin  all  admit  in  their  unanimous  promise  of 
reform  at  the  coming  Presidential  election.  This  disease  did 
not  exist  during  the  first  seventy-two  years  of  our  national  exist- 
ence, but  has  grown  upward  for  fifteen  years  of  Republican  dom- 
ination. Avarice,  the  great  root  of  all  evil,  has  been  its  cause, 
and  it  would  be  lamentably  humiliating  to  consider  it  the  natural 
fruit  of  our  free  institutiona  It  has  passed  into  history  that  this 
moral  disease  is  the  natural  fruits  of  Bepublicanism.  During 
their  fifteen  years  of  rule  they  plunged  the  nation  into  a  civil 
war  which  cost  ten  thousand  millions  of  dollars,  whereas  all  the 
war  expense  of  the  Government  at  the  end  of  seventy-two  years 
was  only  about  three  thousand  millions,  and  during  that  time 
had  occurred  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  that  of  1812  and 
that  with  Mexico,  and  a  series  of  Indian  wars.  The  annual 
expenses  of  the  Government  at  the  end  of  seventy-two  years  was 
only  about  sixty-two  millions  of  dollars,  whereas  at  the  end  of 
fifteen  years,  under  Republican  ascendancy,  those  annual  expen- 
ses had  grown  to  two  hundred  and  eighty  millions.  Any 
attempt  to  curtail  these  expenses  has  been  met  by  a  Republican 
Presidential  veto  and  protest  And  to  avoid  such  curtailment  a 
Republican  Senate  almost  stops  the  wheels  of  Gt)vernment. 

One  of  the  declared  causes  of  the  war  which  cost  the  Gov- 
ernment $10,000,000,000  of  treasure  was  the  existence  of  that 
slavery  which  Boston  rum  and  Fisher  Ames'  congressional  act  of 
1793  had  caused  to  be  inflicted  upon  the  nation.  The  fathers  of 
Republicanism  had  been  its  authora    One  of  the  declared  objects 
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of  the  war  was  the  preservation  of  a  Union  which  Republican 
leaders  had  denounced  as  "a  covenant  with  hell."  Another  of 
the  declared  objects  of  the  war  was  the  defense  of  a  fiiag  which 
Republicans  in  the  colums  of  their  subsidized  press  had  called 
"  hate's  polluted  rag."  Having  possessed  themselves  of  the  sword 
and  purse  of  the  nation,  their  previous  possessions  and  subse- 
quent acts  prove  unmistakably  that  plunder,  not  patriotism,  was 
their  object  in  the  war.  At  its  commencement  the  wealth  of 
the  nation  was  $16,000,000,000.  At  its  close  that  extenuated 
wealth  was  $30,000,000,000,  notwithstanding  the  expenses  of  its 
prosecution.  This  remarkable  result  raises  the  interesting  ques- 
tions :  "  Who  were  the  recipients  of  that  wealth  ?  In  what  did 
it  consist,  and  from  what  was  it  derived  ?"  The  adult  male  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States  are  estimated  at  about  twelve  millions, 
of  whom  one-half  are  farmers.  And  as  their  productions  are 
some  hundreds  of  millions  less  in  currency  than  they  were  in 
coin  in  1860,  they  cannot  be  the  recipients  of  any  portion  of  that 
wealth.  Near  2,000,000  of  that  adult  male  population  are  com- 
mercial men,  and  they  cannot  be  the  recipients  of  any  portion 
of  that  wealth,  as  one-third  of  that  commerce  in  American  ships 
has  been  depreciated.  A  large  portion  of  the  residue  of  that 
adult  male  population  are  mechanics,  laborers  and  servants,  and 
they,  instead  of  being  the  recipients  of  wealth,  through  that 
derangement  of  industry  which  Republican  policy  has  produced, 
have  become  the  objects  of  commiseration.  Of  course  but  a 
very  small  portion  of  that  population  have  become  the  recipients 
of  that  enormous  wealth.  Republican  policy  has  produced  just 
the  fruits  that  Daniel  Webster  predicted  at  Faneuil  Hall  in  1820. 
It  has  made  the  poor  man  numerous  and  more  poor ;  it  has  made 
the  rich  less  numerous  but  more  rich. 

That  increased  wealth  consists  in  part  in  subsidies  bestowed 
npon  the  press  and  pulpit  In  the  late  annual  message  of  the 
President  we  are  told  that  church  property  has  recently  been 
increased  ten-fold,  and  would  soon  be  increased  three- fold  greater 
than  it  now  is.  Hence  the  twenty-thousand  Republican  clergy- 
men who;were  in  favor  of  war  before  a  shot  was  fired,  and  who 
were  lor  punishing  Southern  women*  with  shot  and  shell  if  it 
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took  ten  years  to  do  it,  and  who  called  the  war  unutterably  glo- 
rious, and  as  giving  evidence  that  we  were  the  choice  and  cho- 
sen instrument  for  the  establishment  of  Christ^s  Kingdom  upon 
the  earth.  Other  thousands  of  millions  was  bestowed  upon  a 
subsidized  press  embracing  three-fourths  in  the  nation.  The 
New  York  Tribune^  alone,  which  for  fourteen  years  had  operated 
upon  a  capital  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  was  suddenly  endowed 
by  Republicans  with  a  capital  of  eight  hundred  thousand,  and  one 
of  its  corps  of  editors  received  an  annual  salary  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  to  become  a  tool  of  the  party  and  be  used  as  an  instru- 
ment for  demoralizing  the  people.  A  few  thousand  millions  of 
that  increased  wealth  is  in  manufacturing  capital,  which,  pam- 
pered by  a  corrupt  tariff,  has  increased  three-fold,  and  is  now 
suffering  itself  from  over  productions.  The  balance  of  that 
increased  wealth  is  in  soulless  corporations  or  financial  bubbles. 
Those  financial  bubbles  have  been  used  not  only  to  cheat  and 
plunder  the  people  of  this  country,  but  those  of  Europe,  and  the 
nation  has  been  scandalized  by  having  our  minister  at  the  Court 
of  St  James  an  operator  in  that  financial  bubble,  and  having  to 
use  his  official  prerogative  to  escape  from  the  custody  of  a  con- 
stable. 

The  annual  products  of  the  industry  of  this  country  are 
eight  thousand  millions  of  dollars,  and  through  the  arbitrary 
policy  of  Republicans  the  vastly  accumulated  wealth  has  been 
wrested  from  the  avails  of  that  industry. 

To  perpetuate  Republican  policy,  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  has 
been  nominated  for  the  Presidency,  and  from  all  we  can  learn 
bis  qualifications  for  that  object  are  all  that  Republicans  can 
desira  They  wish  only  a  President  in  name.  The  leaders  of 
the  party  can  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office.  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes  possesses  all  the  negative  qualities  of  the  figure-head  of 
the  old  frigate  Constitution^  and  he  possesses  all  the  positive 
qualifications  of  old  John  Brown.  Without  legal  authority,  but 
as  a  brigand,  John  Brown  invaded  Virginia  at  Harper's  Ferry. 
In  like  manner  in  June,  1861,  Benjamin  F.  Butler  invaded  Vir- 
ginia at  Big  Bethel  And  in  like  manner  in  the  same  month 
Rutherford  B,  Hayes  invaded  Virginia  at  Winchester,    All  their 
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invasions  were  unauthorized.  They  occurred  in  time  of  peace. 
Within  the  last  month  the  Supreme  Court  has  decided  that  no 
legal  war  existed  earlier  than  the  16th  of  August,  1861,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  Court  was  delivered  by  Justice  Story  in  the  case 
of  Matthews  vs.  The  State. 

If  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  did  not  know  that  he  had  no  right  to 
invade  Virginia  without  the  authority  of  Congress,  he  is  not 
intellectually  qualified  for  the  Presidency.  You  cannot  plead 
that  his  wondrous  account  of  the  firing  upon  Sumpter  when  Con- 
gress was  not  in  session,  for  the  Star  of  the  West  was  fired  upon 
when  Congress  was  in  session,  and  by  its  action  Congress  justi- 
fied the  deed  or  treated  it  as  of  small  account 

If  Butherford  B.  Hayes  shall  be  elected  by  a  million  of  negro 
suffrages,  and  through  the  influence  of  a  subsidized  press  and 
pulpit  and  the  corrupting  influence  of  $30,000,000,000  of  capi- 
tal wickedly  obtained,  and  thereby  Bepublican  policy  shall  be 
perpetuated,  the  hope  of  freedom  may  bid  farewell  to  the  world. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  he  shall  be  defeated  in  spite  of  his  party 
denization,  it  will  be  the  most  glorious  triumph  of  human  intel- 
ligence that  has  occurred  in  history. 

August  17th,  1876. 
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POLITICAL  NOTES. 


It  is  announced  in  the  public  press  that  William  D.  Howell 
has  written  the  campaign  life  of  Governor  Rutherford  B.  Hayes, 
which  will  shortly  be  out,  and  it  is  predicted  that  if  he  tells  the 
story  half  as  pleasantly  as  he  writes  of  Yenitian  life  the  book 
will  have  a  host  of  readera 

Mr.  Howell  is  a  prominent  editor  of  the  Republican  subsi- 
dized press,  and  his  inventive  ingenuity  will  doubtless  be  stim- 
ulated from  an  immense  corruption  fund.  But  the  materials  for 
his  work  are  so  meagre  that  instead  of  a  hero  whose  history  may 
be  read  in  a  nation's  eyes,  it  may  not  survive  the  political  cam- 
paign it  is  intended  to  f acilitata 

He  will  look  in  vain  in  the  War  Department  for  important 
communication  from  Mr.  Hayes  or  those  speaking  in  his  praise. 

He  will  look  in  vain  for  his  name  in  histories  of  the  war  writ- 
ten by  such  Southern  men  as  Pollard  and  Stephens.  And  he 
will  look  in  vain  for  his  name  in  the  history  of  the  war  written 
by  Horace  Greeley.  And  if  he  looks  for  materials  in  recent 
editorials,  he  will  find  only  stupid  prose  or  doggerel  poetry.  Yet 
with  his  ingenuity  Mr.  Howell  may  invent  a  very  readable 
book. 

THE   ISSUES  OF  THE  CAMPAIGN. 

The  New  York  Herald,  of  the  15th  of  the  present  month,  says : 
"  We  are  therefore  justified  in  assuming  that  the  Presidential 
"  election  will  turn  mainly  on  two  questions :  first,  political 
"  reform,  and  second,  on  protection  of  negro  rights.  The  first  is 
"  the  Democratic  issue,  ths  second  is  that  of  the  Republicans." 
In  respect  to  the  question  of  reform  the  Herald  says :  "  The 
"  monstrous  abuses  which  demand  reform  have  grown  up  and 
"  flourished  under  Republican  rula  The  Republican  party  has 
"  been  in  power  for  sixteen  years.     Had  it  been  true  to  the 


POLITICAL  NOTEa  105 

"  country  the  reform  question  would  not  have  become  one  of 
"  paramount  inquiry."  He  says :  "  The  question  upon  which  the 
"  Presidential  election  is  to  turn,  is,  whether  official  honesty  and 
"  administrative  reform  is  more  important  than  the  protection  of 
"  negro  rights  at  the  South  ?" 

HOW  THE   ISSUES  ORIGINATED. 

The  fisheries  and  Boston  rum  have  ever  been  cherished  inter- 
ests of  Massachusetts,  and  from  those  interests  sprung  the  Eepub- 
lican  party  and  the  subsidizing  of  the  press  and  pulpit  The 
Massachusetts  historian,  the  Rev.  Jeremy  Belknap,  tells  us  that 
Boston  rum  has  been  the  main-spring  to  the  African  slave-trade, 
and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  Commerce 
and  Navigation  informs  us  that  up  to  1865  thousands  of  hogs- 
heads of  rum,  with  thousands  of  cheap  Belgian  muskets,  with  tons 
of  powder,  was  annually  sent  from  Boston  to  the  slave-coast  of 
Africa ;  and  the  official  letter  of  George  W.  Slocum,  Consul  at 
Rio  Janeiro,  gave  infonnation,  officially,  that  if  the  act  of  1793 
was  repealed  so  as  to  require  the  proceeds  from  that  rum  'to  be 
returned  to  the  United  States,  it  would  do  much  to  prevent  that 
African  slave-trade  that  was  scandalizing  our  country. 

Massachusetts  has  ever  employed  annually  about  a  thousand 
ships  in  her  fisheries.  When  those  vessels  are  liable  to  become 
unseaworthy  from  age,  the  official  letter  of  Mr.  Slocum  informs 
us  that  they  were  loaded  with  pipes  of  water,  which  were  con- 
signed as  wine  to  James  Burkhead,  of  Rio  Janeiro,  where  facilita- 
ted by  an  American  register  and  i)rotected  by  the  act  of  1793,  they 
were  sold  at  enormous  prices  to  slave-traders,  and  the  American 
crews  were  left  upon  the  coast  of  Africa  to  perish,  having  been 
substituted  by  Portuguese  or  Brazilian  seamen.  He  gave  the 
names  of  vessels  thus  disposed  of  and  of  one  of  the  actors  then  at 
Salem,  and  requested  that  he  be  arrested,  but  his  request  was  not 
complied  with. 

A  million  of  the  suffrages  of  those  Africans  thus  imported 
in  the  country  are  used  by  the  Republicans  to  perpetuate  upon 
us  the  monstrous  abuses  that  have  grown  up  under  Republican 
rule,  and  to  protect  those  Africans  in  the  exercise  of  those  suffrages 
is  the  great  Republican  issue  of  the  day.  August  24th,  1876. 
14  • 
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THE  COMPROMISE  OF  1850- 


Massachusetts  and  Virginia. 


Alexander  R  Boteler,  of  Virginia,  waa  an  associate  with  such 
Whigs  as  Henry  Clay  and  Daniel  Webster,  and  with  them  united 
with  the  Democracy  in  the  compromise  of  1850,  which  affirmed 
the  first  principles  of  our  Government  and  recognized  the  full 
sovereignty  of  the  States.  He  was  a  Whig  elector  at  the  Presi- 
dential elections  of  1852  and  1856.  In  1860  he  was  a  member  of 
Congress  representing  the  district  in  which  Harpers  Ferry  is 
Bituated,  and  in  that  year  he  used  the  following  language  in  the 
House :  "  Why  should  our  nation  be  rent  in  pieces  by  this  irre- 
"  pressible  conflict  ?  Is  it  irrepressible  ?  The  battle  will  not  be 
"  fought  out  on  this  floor ;  for  when  the  dark  day  comes,  as  come 
"  it  may,  when  the  question  which  now  divides  us  and  agitates 
"  the  hearts  of  the  people  shall  be  thrust  from  the  forum  of  debate 
"  to  be  decided  by  the  bloody  arbitrament  of  the  sword,  it  will  be 
"  the  saddest  day  for  us  and  all  mankind  that  the  sun  of  Heaven 
"  has  ever  shone  upon." 

How  different,  this  language  and  spirit  from  that  of  the  three 
hundred  clergymen  who  composed  the  New  York  Annual  Con- 
ference in  1862,  who,  when  the  resolution  was  read,  declaring 
that  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword  to  be  unutterably  glorious, 
shouted  "  Amen !"  "  Glory  to  God !"  "  God  be  praised  I"  It 
was  criminal  for  those  clergymen  not  to  know  that  slavery  was 
not  the  cause,  but  the  mere  excuse  for  the  arbitrament  of  the 
sword.  It  was  criminal  in  them  not  to  know  that  Virginia, 
twenty-three  times  through  her  halls  of  legislation,  had  striven 
to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves  into  that  State. 
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It  was  criminal  in  them  not  to  know  that  the  King  bribed 
to  aid  Massachusetts  fishermen  to  sell  their  rotting  vessels  and 
Boston  distillers  to  sell  their  rum  in  the  slave  market,  had 
induced  him  to  instruct  the  Royal  Governors  to  veto  all  those 
acts  of  Virginia  legislators,  and  finally  their  persistence  caused 
him  to  threaten  them  with  his  Royal  displeasure. 

It  was  criminal  in  them  not  to  know  that  in  Mr.  Jefferson's 
draft  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  he  made  this  action  of 
the  Eang  in  respect  to  slavery  one  of  our  national  grievances,  and 
that  that  clause  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  draft  was  stricken  out  through 
the  influence  of  Massachusetts  del^ates. 

It  was  criminal  in  them  not  to  know  that  Massachusetts  dis- 
tillers and  fishermen  were  the  authors  of  that  slavery,  and  Vir- 
ginians were  the  unwilling  victims.  Those  clergymen  were  vol- 
untarily thus  criminal  and  had  been  subsidized  to  be  so  in  com- 
mon with  immense  thousands  of  others,  and  they  have  caused 
crime  and  wickedness  to  correspond  with  their  increasing  wealtL 
May  God  influence  the  thousands  of  clergymen  who  still  retain 
their  Christian  characters  to  step  to  the  front  and  to  rescue  the 
church  and  country  from  the  stigma  that  Republicanism  has  cast 
upon  theuL  And  may  God  influence  the  industrious  and  intel- 
ligent people  of  Massachusetts  to  rise  in  their  strength  and  res- 
cue their  otherwise  glorious  State  from  the  mercenary  control  of 
the  sellers  of  rotten  ships  and  Boston  rum,  and  thereby  avert  the 
terrible  judgments  which  Heaven  sooner  or  later  would  visit 
upon  them. 

September  7th,  1876. 
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POLITICAL  CORRUPTION. 


-«-»^ 


In  a  letter  to  me  dated  January  18th,  1871,  from  an  individ- 
ual distinguished  in  the  literary  and  religious  world,  apjiears  the 
following:  " I  am  disturbed  about  out  country ;  bribery  and  cor- 
"  ruption,  intemperance  and  the  violation  of  the  holy  Sabbath  in 
"  high  places,  provoke  the  displeasure  of  Heaven,  and  I  fear  will 
"  produce  our  undoing.  Honest  Republicans  deplore  the  cor- 
"  ruptions  of  their  party  as  honest  Democrats  deplore  the  same 
"  in  theirs.  Of  the  principles  of  each  party  I  have  nothing  to 
"  say.  That  their  corruptions  as  parties  are  equal  I  have  no 
" doubt 

As  it  has  long  been  the  policy  of  Republicans  to  inculcate  the 
last  expression  of  the  writer  among  the  people,  I  will  call  atten- 
tion to  the  following  facts :  For  over  eighty  years  of  our  national 
history  Democrats  have  held  either  a  controlling  or  restrain- 
ing pow^er,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  poets  sung  of 
us  that  we  were  "  the  pride  of  nations  and  the  hope  of  the 
"  world."  Historians  said  "  our  Constitution  was  wise  above  the 
•*  age  in  which  it  was  written,"  and  Republicans  declared,  trum- 
pct-tongucd,  that  "  our  Government  was  the  best  that  Heaven 
"  ever  blest  a  people  with."  Now,  after  over  fifteen  years  of 
Republican  unchecked  control,  good  men  about  us  say:  "I  am 
"  distressed  for  our  country."  A  Republican  official  bureau  in 
Massachusetts  reports  "  that  wickedness  and  crime  is  rampant 
"  everywhere,  and  honesty  among  officials  is  a  great  rarity." 
And  it  is  the  unanimoiLsly -expressed  sentiment  that  "  We  must 
**  reform  or  we  are  a  ruined  nation." 

With  these  historic  facts  before  them  no  honest  and  intelli- 
gent  men  will  again  say  that  Democrats  are  just  as  corrupt  as 
Republicans. 

In  Elliot  s  Debates  upon  the  Federal  Constitution  we  are  told 
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*'  that  our  Government  was  to  be  one  in  contradistinction  to 
**  those  which  were  the  creatures  of  force  and  fraud."  The  late 
civil  war  and  the  fact  that  three  Louisiana  negroes  and  two 
wliite  men  under  Republican  policy  have  just  set  up  and  sold 
our  Government  at  auction,  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
Government  had  become  the  creature  of  force  and  fraud.  Repub- 
licans having  bid  the  highest  have  obtained  the  control  of  the 
Government  for  four  years  to  coma  As  for  years  past,  they 
promise  no  reform.  Towards  financial  reform  the  President  has 
issued  a  message  which  Republicans  consider  a  paragon  of  wis- 
dom. Upon  the  principle  that  the  hair  of  the  same  dog  will 
cure  the  wound,  the  President  has  recommended  that  to  increase 
our  national  debt  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars 
would  give  to  our  people  the  currency  of  the  world  of  which 
our  great  national  debt  has  for  long  years  deprived  them.  As 
it  requires  the  exportation  of  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars  of 
coin  or  its  equivalent  to  pay  the  interest  upon  our  foreign  .debt, 
for  which  of  course  there  are  no  imports  taken  in  return,  the 
President  in  his  message  is  pleased  to  consider  it  a  balance  of 
trade  and  an  evidence  of  national  prosperity.  And  he  takes  the 
same  view  created  by  the  fact  that  exports  are  estimated  in  cur- 
rency and  imports  are  estimated  in  coin. 

The  Republican  Bureau  of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  which 
cost  the  nation  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  has  in  its  wis- 
dom recommended  another  refonn.  In  its  last  publication  it 
says :  "  There  is  more  danger  at  present  of  over  production  in 
agriculture  than  of  scarcity  or  of  unremunerative  prices,  and 
the  withdrawal  of  workers  from  agriculture  to  other  industrial 
arts,  would  not  only  greatly  facilitate  the  creation  of  wealth, 
**  but  would  stimulate  industry  in  agriculture."  In  my  stupid 
comprehension  this  is  a  strange  recommendation,  when  one-third 
of  our  people  have  been  driven  from  commerce,  and  manufac- 
turers are  suffering  from  over  productions,  and  millions  of  our 
laboring  people  are  out  of  employment  In  1860  when  Demo- 
cratic policy  was  in  the  ascendent,  the  poi)ulation  in  round  num- 
bers were  31,000,000,  and  the  products  of  agriculture  were 
$2,600,000,000,  being  $84  per  capita.     The  productions  of  manu- 
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facturers  were  $1,800,000,000,  or  $58  per  capita.  In  1870, 
under  Republican  policy,  when  the  population  had  increased  to 
88,000,000,the  products  of  agriculture  had  sunk  to  $2,400,000,000, 
or  $68  per  capita,  and  the  products  of  manufactures  had  been 
stimulated  to  $4,800,000,000,  or  $118  per  capita.  It  is  Repub- 
lican policy  that  still  greater  numbers  should  be  withdrawn  from 
agriculture. 

March  3rd,  1877. 
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Democracy  and  Republicanism  Contrasted. 


The  President  of  a  religious  corporation  has  signified  to  me  in 
writing  that  there  are  Bepublicans  who  are  distinguished  for  their 
intelligence  and  piety,  who  are  just  as  honest  in  their  political 
opinions  as  are  Democrats  from  whom  they  differ  so  entirely. 
In  reply,  I  call  their  attention  to  the  fact  that  St  Paul  claimed 
to  be  just  as  honest  in  his  political  opinions  before  he  went  to 
Damascus  as  he  was  after.  Before  he  went  he  thought  that  men 
ought  to  be  controlled  in  their  opinions  even  at  the  peril  of  their 
lives,  and  he  says :  "  When  they  were  put  to  death  I  gave  my 
voice  against  them."  After  he  went  he  thought  that  force  should 
be  substituted  by  the  great  principle  of  charity,  without  which 
all  else  was  a  sounding  brass  and  a  tinkling  cymbal. 

Now  these  opinions  of  St  Paul  at  those  different  periods  con- 
stitute the  most  important  differences  between  Republicanism 
and  Democracy.  The  Democrats  think  that  the  States  of  our 
Union  are  just  as  competent  to  control  all  their  internal  inter- 
ests, moral,  political,  industrial  and  financial,  as  are  the  seven 
small  Governments  in  Europe,  which  have  no  greater  population 
than  our  individual  Statea  And  they  think,  too,  that  moral 
should  be  kept  distinct  from  political  influences,  and  by  so  doing 
political  would  become  subject  to  moral  infiuencea  On  the  con- 
trary, Bepublicans  think,  that  States  in  all  those  interests  should 
be  controlled  by  Federal  bayonets  and  that  morals  should  be  con- 
trolled by  politica  The  general  effects  of  these  two  principles 
have  been  that  after  eighty  years  of  Democratic  domination  the 
world  of  mankind  pronounced  our  Government  to  be  the  best 
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that  Heaven  ever  blest  a  people  with.  And  after  fifteen  yeara 
of  Republican  domination  they  are  just  as  unanimous  in  pro- 
nouncing it  the  worst  that  Heaven  ever  cursed  a  people  with. 

It  is  not  the  natural  character  of  Americans  to  degenerate 
into  darkness  and  crime.  There  must  be  a  cause  for  this  degen- 
eracy, and  if  we  will  look  into  particulars  we  shall  unmistakably 
dicover  that  Republicanism  is  the  causa  There  is  not  a  moral, 
political,  industrial  or  financial  interest  in  this  country  that  has 
not  suflTered  under  Republican  influences.  During  the  fifteen 
years  of  Republican  domination  churches  have  increased  their 
number  and  increased  their  wealth  ten-fold,  yet  wickedness  and 
crime  has  had  a  corresponding  increase.  During  that  time  the 
wealth  of  the  nation  has  been  doubled,  and  yet  that  wealth  has 
been  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  the  few,  while  the  many  have 
been  reduced  to  abject  poverty.  Industry,  which  once  found 
ample  employment,  is  now  paralyzed,  and  millions  of  laboring 
men  for  want  of  that  employment  are  suffering  for  the  necessa* 
ries  of  life,  and  many  of  them  have  become  tramps,  vagabonds 
and  burglars.  Gold,  or  its  equivalent,  which  is  the  currency  of 
the  world,  is  denied  to  Americans  who  have  only  paper  or  an 
adulterated  coin,  depending  upon  Government  authority  for  its 
value  for  their  only  circulating  medium.  States  which  reserved 
their  sovereignty  when  the  Union  was  formed,  are  now  con- 
trolled by  Federal  bayonets.  The  league  of  friendship  has  been 
degenerated  into  a  spirit  of  sectional  hate.  Instead  of  estab- 
lished justice,  certain  sections  of  country,  through  unjust  laws, 
are  plundered  to  promote  the  interests  of  others,  and  the  bur- 
thens of  the  Government  are  very  unequally  imposed  upon  the 
people.  Instead  of  domestic  tranquility  the  nation  has  been 
deluged  by  civil  war;  and  the  very  Government  has  been  set 
up  at  auction  and  sold  by  Southern  negroes  and  still  more  con- 
temptible white  men. 

To  show  the  difference  in  particular  cases  morally  between 
the  policy  of  Democracy  and  Republicanism,  I  will  cite  the  his- 
tory of  the  cause  of  temperance.  In  1808  a  temperance  society 
was  formed  in  the  town  of  Moscow,  in  Saratoga  country,  upon 
the  Democratic  principle  of  moral  suasion,  and  in  twenty-five 
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years  the  members  of  the  society  embraced  half  the  whole  male 
population  of  the  TJaited  States.  There  were  229,617  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  4,607  in  the  county  of  Columbia,  357  in 
Hudson,  with  Laban  Paddock  for  President ;  333  in  Claverack| 
with  Hon.  John  L  Miller  for  President ;  220  in  Hillsdale,  with 
Dr.  Benjamin  Howe  for  President ;  and  the  immortal  Justin 
Edwards,  the  President  of  the  society,  in  an  address,  stated  that 
there  were  1,500,000  members  in  the  United  States,  and  in  his 
address  he  says :  **  We  ask  no  aid  from  force.  We  do  not  look 
"  to  the  arm  of  civil  or  military  power  for  success.  We  wield 
"  not  spear  or  scepter  in  our  coursa  Our  hopes  of  victory  are 
"  based  upon  principles  of  moral  suasion  in  the  hands  of  the 
"patriot,  the  christian  and  the  philanthropist"  Among  the 
members  of  that  society  are  such  names  as  Delavan,  Chancellor 
Walsworth,  Edward  Everett,  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  Hon.  Theo- 
dore Freelinghuysen,  and  others  among  the  most  prominent 
men  in  each  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 

Since  then  Bepublicanism  has  sprung  into  existence,  and  they 
have  taken  under  their  political  control  all  the  moral,  industrial 
and  financial  interests  of  the  country,  and  to  promote  their  po- 
litical views  they  have  subsidized  a  large  portion  of  the  pulpit  and 
the  press  of  the  country,  and  they  loudly  call  for  the  use  of  the 
sword  and  scepter  and  for  the  aid  of  civil  and  military  power. 
They  have  got  a  national  temperance  society,  but  instead  of  a 
Justin  Edwards  at  its  head  they  have  got  William  E.  Dodge, 
who,  if  he  speaks  truly,  never  cheated  the  revenues  of  the  coun- 
try, but  rather  than  have  a  muss  about  it  gave  a  few  hundred 
thousand  dollars  by  way  of  compromise,  and  he  is  certainly 
more  respectable  than  the  Bepublican  office-holders  throughout 
the  country  generally  are.  But  where  are  the  fruits  of  the  pres- 
ent society?  Where  are  its  members?  Echo  must  answer, 
wlterc  f 

In  the  shape  of  Boston  rum  distilling  is  one  of  the  cherished 
interests  of  the  founders  of  the  Republican  party.  That  rum 
has  been  the  main-spring  to  the  African  slave-trade,  and  is 
now  the  main-spring  to  the  Eastern  African  slave-trada  One 
hundred  thousand  hogsheads  are  now  distilled  annually  not 
15 
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charged  with  the  seveoty  cents  internal  tax  imposed  upon 
other  liquors.  In  consequence  they  export  a  million  of  gallons 
annually  at  an  export  price  of  from  twenty-eight  to  forty-eight 
cents  per  gallon,  to  be  used  in  the  slave-trade  and  in  the  ruin  of 
Liberia.  By  ingenious  compoundiug  they  convert  it  into  liquor 
of  every  name  to  be  used  in  the  country,  and  thereby  making 
the  tax  imposed  upon  other  liquors  a  means  of  giving  it  a 
monopoly  in  the  market  And  yet  they  claim  to  be  the  friends 
of  temperance,  and  ask  for  the  enactment  of  laws  and  for  the  aid 
of  the  civil  power. 

The  last  Methodist  almanac  tells  us  that  liquor  drinking  costs 
4he  people  of  the  United  States  a  yearly  expenditure  of  one  thous- 
and five  hundred  millions  of  dollara  Under  Democratic  policy 
one-half  of  the  adult  male  population  of  the  country  were  tem- 
perance men.  Under  Republican  policy,  on  an  average,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  are  annually  expended  for  each  of  our 
adult  male  population  as  a  consequence  of  drinking  intoxicating 
liquors.  It  will  be  found  by  examination  that  the  same  balefiU 
influence  that  Bepublicanism  has  exerted  upon  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance it  has  exerted  upon  every  moral,  political,  industrial  and 
financial  interest  in  the  country. 
.    April  26th,  1877. 
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The  natural  tendency  of  a  Caucasian  population  is  from  bar- 
barism to  civilization.  It  is  the  direct  tendency  of  the  Christ- 
ian religion  to  raise  people  in  the  scale  of  civilization.  And  yet 
in  a  comparatively  short  period  the  people  of  the  United  States 
have  sunk  into  barbarism,  wickednesss  and  crime.  Its  Govern- 
ment for  eighty  years,  proverbially  the  best,  had  become  the 
worst  in  the  world.  "We  have  already  noticed  that  one  cause  of 
this  degeneracy  was  the  Republican  policy  of  making  men  moral 
by  force  rather  than  suasion.  Another  cause  of  this  degeneracy 
was  the  Republican  policy  of  using  Federal  bayonets  in  depriv- 
ing States  of  their  constitutional  prerogatives,  and  thereby  aban- 
doning the  original  principles  and  policy  of  our  Government 

Originally  the  States  were  as  sovereign  and  independent  of 
each  other  as  are  now  the  existing  fourteen  Governments  in 
Europa  When  the  Union  of  the  States  was  made,  the  very  first 
provision  was  that  each  State  retained  its  sovereignty,  and  to 
perfect  that  Union  and  that  retained  sovereignty  was  the  very 
first  specified  object  for  which  the  Constitution  was  made.  The 
Constitution  was  made  amendable,  but  the  objects  for  which  it 
was  made  were  inviolata  By  the  Constitution,  commercial  and 
diplomatic  prerogatives  were  ceded  to  the  General  Government 
But  though  possessing  sovereign  power  over  commerce,  the 
General  Government  never  created  a  Custom  House  or  light 
house  within  the  limits  of  a  State  without  first  obtaining  permis- 
sion to  do  so  from  the  Legislature  of  such  State.  And  although 
as  an  adjunct  to  commerce  a  Government  Judiciary  was  estab- 
lished, it  had  no  right  and  never  did  exercrse  j  urisdiction  between 
citizens  of  the  same  State.  And  although  as  an  adjunct  to  its 
diplomatic  prerogative  the  war  power  had  been  ceded  to  the 
General  Government,  it  did  not  have  the  right  and  never  did 
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erect  a  fort  within  the  limits  of  a  State,  without  first  having 
obtained  permission  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  to  do  so, 
and  in  all  such  cases  was  restricted  in  its  prerogative  over  such 
fort  Any  palpable  encroachments  upon  the  rights  of  States,  it 
was  the  duty  of  States  to  unite  in  resisting.  Were  such  encroach- 
ment questionable,  it  was  a  subject  for  the  Federal  Judiciary. 
And  the  General  Government  had  the  same  right  to  make  war 
upon  States  that  it  had  upon  foreign  Governments,  and  in  the 
same  way,  by  the  declaration  of  Congress,  which  possessed  the 
war  power.  Such  were  the  sentiments  of  Alexander  Hamiltoo, 
one  of  the  most  prominent  makers  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
And  such  were  the  sentiments  expressed  by  Daniel  Webster  in 
his  immortal  reply  to  Mr.  Hayne.  And  such  has  been  the  pre- 
vailing sentiment  in  our  country  during  its  eighty  years  of  glo- 
rious prosperity. 

It  is  an  expressed  provision  of  the  Constitution  that  Federal 
troops  were  only  permitted  to  interfere  within  the  limits  of  a 
State,  even  in  cases  of  insurrection,  unless  invited  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  such  State,  or  by  the  Governor  when  the  Legislature 
was  not  in  session.  That  restriction  in  the  Constitution  was  not 
amendable,  as  the  objects  of  the  Constitution  were  inviolate.  The 
first  and  most  important  object  of  the  Constitution  was  a  per- 
fected union  of  the  States.  An  interference  of  Federal  troops 
within  a  State,  without  the  consent  of  such  State,  could  only  be 
done  in  a  connection  of  States,  not  in  a  union  of  States.  But 
Eepublicans  have  repudiated  this  policy,  and  within  thirty  days 
after  having  obtained  control  of  the  Government,  a  fleet  and 
army  were  sent  to  invade  a  sovereign  State.  An  army  of  sev- 
enty-five thousand  men  were  called  into  the  field,  and  on  the  soil 
of  Virginia  were  heaped  countless  thousands  of  the  dead  with- 
out ever  calling  for  the  action  of  the  Federal  Judiciary  or  wait- 
ing the  authority  of  Congresa  From  that  period  we  can  date 
the  downward  progress  of  our  people  into  wickedness  and  crima 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  made  the  tool  to  bring  this  great  evil  upon  our 
country,  and  when  he  relented  and  sought  to  remedy  it  they  pro- 
cured his  assassination. 

May  10th,  1877. 
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If  the  objects  for  which  the  Federal  Constitution  was  made 
had  ever  been  held  inviolate  as  was  intended,  we  should  to-day 
be  the  freest,  happiest  and  most  prosperous  people  in  the  world, 
and  our  Government  the  best  that  Heaven  ever  blest  a  people 
with.  We  should  have  had  no  secession  of  States — no  firing 
upon  the  &ar  of  the  West  and  Sumter  and  upon  the  national 
flag — and  we  should  have  had  no  civil  war.  And  I  will  here- 
after take  it  upon  myself  to  prove  that  had  not  the  Fisher  Ames 
law  of  1793  bqen  passed,  African  slavery  would  have  ceased  in 
this  country  a  half  century  ago.  Massachusetts  merchants 
would  not  have  sent  thousands  of  muskets,  and  tons  of  powder, 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  gallons  of  rum  annually  to  the 
slave-cost  of  Africa,  and  through  charters  obtained  under  that 
act  Massachusetts  fishermen  could  never  have  sold  their  super- 
anuated  vessels  to  Portuguese  or  Brazilians  to  be  burned  after 
having  landed  one  cargo  of  slaves,  acts  of  frequent  occurrence  and 
of  which  there  is  ample  official  proof. 

The  first  declared  object  of  the  Federal  Constitution  was  a 
perfecting  of  the  Union  of  sovereign  States. 

The  second  was  the  establishment  of  Justice.  Justice  might 
be  violated  but  could  not  be  amended — is  not  amendable.  Any 
law,  fundamental  or  statuary,  that  violated  Justice  was  void. 
Yet  Republicans  admit  that  in  justice  and  equity  Mr.  Tilden 
was  elected  President  of  the*  United  States,  but  in  law  Mr. 
Hayes  was  elected,  and  in  consequence  entitled  to  the  office  So 
says  the  Albany  Express,  and  the  sentiment  is  copied  approv- 
ingly in  other  Republican  papers.  If,  then,  Mr.  Hayes  is  occu- 
pying the  Presidential  chair  under  a  law  which  violates  Justice, 
is  not  he  a  usurper  ?  If  he  takes  the  oath  of  office  in  that  posi- 
tion, is  he  not  at  least  a  moral  perjurer  7    That  immaculate  law 
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was  passed  under  the  influence  of  a  Governor  of  Louisiana,  who 
was  not  elected  by  the  people,  but  made  such  by  Federal  bayo- 
nets and  those  bayonets  used  without  any  judicial  or  Congres- 
sional authority.  The  instruments  for  executing  that  law  were 
the  discretion  of  two  negroes  and  two  less  reputable  white  men- 
And  behind  such  a  law,  and  thus  executed,  eight  Republicans, 
composed  of  Federal  Judges,  Senators  and  Congressmen,  dare 
not  look  to  seek  justice  for  fear  of  violating  State  rights — strain- 
ing at  a  gnat  and  swallowing  a  camel.  It  is  remarkable  that 
Republicans,  who  for  fifteen  years  had  treated  States  as  having 
no  rights  which  the  General  Government  was  bound  to  respect^ 
should  so  suddenly  become  imbued  with  the  doctrine  of  States 
rights  that  they  dare  not  use  their  official  prerogatives  to  save 
from  violation  one  of  the  most  cherished  objects  of  the  Federal 
Union. 
May  17th,  1877. 
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As  has  been  already  suggested,  the  American  States  were 
originally  just  as  sovereign  and  independent  of  each  other  as  are 
any  and  all  the  thirteen  Governments  in  Europe.  In  1778 
those  States  formed  a  Union,  the  first  provision  of  which  was 
that  each  State  retained  its  sovereignty.  In  1787,  in  a  Consti- 
tution, those  States  delegated  to  a  General  Government  sover- 
eignty over  their  diplomatic  and  commercial  interesta  One 
object  for  which  that  Constitution  was  made  was  to  perfect 
the  Union ;  another  of  the  declared  objects  was  the  establish- 
ment of  Justice,  and  the  third  declared  object  was  to  insure 
domestic  tranquility  between  that  family  of  States. 

Under  that  Constitution  with  these  declared  objects,  the  people 
of  the  States  were  prosperous  and  happy  for  three-fourths  of 
a  century.  Now,  after  only  fifteen  years  of  Republican  control, 
the  States  are  gasping  beneath  the  feet  of  a  tyranny.  By  the 
grossest  injustice  commerce  in  American  ships  is  being  driven 
from  the  ocean,  and  agricultural  products  have  been  diminished 
one-fourth,  and  one-fourth  of  the  laboring  population  are 
deprived  of  employment,  and  consequently  driven  into  vagabond- 
ism  and  crima  And  instead  of  domestic  tranquility,  within 
thirty  days  after  those  Republicans  had  gained  the  control  of 
the  Government,  the  country  was  involved  in  civil  war  and  the 
earth  was  made  to  tremble  beneath  the  tread  of  armies,  and 
fields  were  being  heaped  with  mountains  of  the  dead,  not  by 
Judicial  or  Congressional  authority,  but  by  the  mere  fiat  of  an 
executive  officer. 

In  effecting  this  mighty  change  a  million  of  lives  have  been 

^  sacrificed,  ten  thousand  millions  of  treasure  has  been  expended, 

a  debt  of  thousands  of  millions  has  been  contracted,  not  to  our 

own  people   like  sagacious  Governments,  but   to  foreigners^ 
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thereby  exhausting  the  coin  of  the  country  in  paying  the  accru- 
ing interest,  and  entailing  and  reducing  the  people  of  the  States 
to  a  paper  or  a  pewter  currency  for  generations  to  come.  It  will 
be  interesting  and  instructive  to  look  at  the  reasons  that  Repub- 
licans assign  for  their  extraordinary  policy. 
May  24th,  1877. 


EDWARD   KENT.  121 


EDWARD   KENT. 


Another  Scrap  of  Political  History. 


"Maine  went  hell  bent 
For  Edward  Kent." 

The  above  profane  couplet  was  made  very  prominent  through- 
out the  land  when  Maine  was  turned  from  its  Democratic  pro- 
clivities nearly  forty  years  ago,  and  elected  the  late  Edward 
Kent  as  Governor.  These  thoughts  have  been  called  up  by  the 
mention  of  the  name  of  "  Edward  Kent,"  whose  demise  was 
lately  noticed  in  the  Eegister  and  Gazette.  This  mention 
suggests  some  facts  interesting  not  only  to  the  people  of  this 
country,  but  to  the  whole  civilized  world.  He  was  bom  in  1802, 
graduated  at  the  Harvard  University,  and  was  successively  made 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  elected  member  of  the 
L^islature,  Mayor  of  Bangor,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Maine 
and  Conmiissioner  for  settling  the  boundary  line  in  the  Ashbur- 
ton  treaty  with  England.  He  was  also  prominent  in  the  "  Aris- 
took  war,"  where  no  blood  was  shed,  and  history  records  him 
among  the  brave  soldiers  who — 

"  Weary,  weary,  marched  up  the  hUl, 
And  then  marched  down  again." 

There  are  men  now  living  in  New  York  and  other  States  who 
are  reaping  the  benefits,  in  the  way  of  taxation,  of  Kent's  march 
to  the  Aristook  border. 

After  this  famous  exploit  Kent's  services  in  procuring  the 

nomination  of  Zachery  Taylor  for  the  Presidency  gave  him  the 

appointment  of  Consul  at  Bio  de  Janeiro.    When  it  shall  be  taken 

into  account  that  Bio  de  Janeiro  was  of  the  least  possible  com- 

16 
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mercial  importance,  conferring  neither  honor  or  legitimate  profit 
upon  a  Consul  there,  it  will  excite  wonder  why  so  distinguished 
an  individual  should  have  accepted  such  an  appointment,  and 
should  have  received  it  as  a  matter  of  favor.  The  facts  are  that 
though  Rio  de  Janeiro  was  of  little  or  no  conmieircial  importance, 
it  was  of  great  importance  in  promoting  some  of  the  most 
"  cherished  New  England  interests,"  viz :  the  African  slave-trade 
and  the  sale  of  worthless  fishing  vessels  and  Boston  rum,  for 
the  proof  of  which  I  will  give  some  examples  taken  from  reports 
in  executive  documents. 

In  February,  1841,  the  brig  Sophia^  consigned  to  James  Birk- 
head,  arrived  at  Rio  de  Janeiro.  It  was  owned  by  Augustus 
Ej'ook,  and  commanded  by  Matthew  Hale  and  William  P.  Sum- 
ner as  captain  and  mate.  The  brig  was  there  sold  to  be  deliv- 
ered at  Binguela^  in  Africa,  where  she  was  at  once  transferred 
into  a  slaver  and  loaded  with  seven  himdred  and  fifty  slaves. 
The  American  crew  was  left  upon  the  coast  to  perish,  Hale  and 
Sumner  returning  as  passengers.  The  Portuguese  captain  dying 
upon  the  way.  Hale  again  took  command,  and  after  trading  the 
slaves,  burned  the  brig. 

One  of  the  crew  left  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  survived  and  was 
rescued  by  the  captain  of  the  brig  Ceylon^  of  Salem.  All  these 
facts  with  the  proofs  were  sent  by  George  W.  Slocum,  Consul  at 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  to  Daniel  Webster,  Secretary  of  State,  and  he 
suggested  the  propriety  of  having  Hale  and  Sumner  arrested  for 
piracy  and  murder,  and  that  the  law  of  1793  should  be  repealed, 
which  would  put  a  stop  to  the  African  slave-trade  as  disgrace- 
ful to  the  American  character.  But  Mr.  Webster  did  not  cause  the 
arrest  nor  recommend  the  repeal  of  that  law,  nor  try  to  stop  that 
trafiic,  well  knowing  that  such  act  of  his  would  cause  the  doors 
of  Faneuil  Hall  to  be  shut  against  him. 

Mr.  Slocum  continued  to  notify  the  numerous  cases  of  con- 
verting  worthless  New  England  fishing  vessels  into  slavers  at 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  among  which  were  the  Boxbury^  RosoJbiay  Ken- 
iuchy^  Porpoise^  Huska^  Bosaria  Pamelia^  Lucy  Pmniman^  Dnane 
and  Hope, 

The  Dimne  was  of  Beverly,  Massachusetts,  and  she  made  three 
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slaye  trips,  and  the  crew  of  the  Hope  was  sent  home  in  a  French 
vessel  after  Mr.  Slocum  had  made  complaint  for  the  leaving  of 
crews  upon  the  coast  of  Africa* 

During  the  whole  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration,  Mr.  Slocum 
caused  the  suspension  of  that  trade.  But  upon  the  electioA)f 
(jeneral  Taylor,  Mr.  Slocum  was  removed  and  Edward  Kent,  of 
Maine,  appointed  in  his  place,  and  Rio  de  Janeiro  again  became 
the  medium  for  carrying  on  the  African  slave-trade. 

Those  imported  Africans  now  have  become  excellent  voters 
and  l^islators  and  members  of  Returning  Boards  for  making 
Presidents  of  the  United  States.  And  for  their  protection  there 
has  been  made  not  only  an  amendment  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, but  an  amendment  of  the  most  vital  object  for  which  the 
Constitution  was  made,  and  has  placed  the  military  above  the 
civil  power  and  deluged  our  country  in  wickedness  and  crima 

June  7th,  1877. 
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THE  SLAVE-TRADE. 


♦•» 


Who  is  Responsible  for  its  Introduction  ? 


^*»»- 


Among  the  first  official  communications  made  by  President 
Polk  to  the  Twenty-ninth  Congress  was  one  in  respect  to  the 
slave-trade  as  carried  on  through  Kio  de  Janeiro.  The  vessels 
engaged  in  it  were  usually  old  brigs  of  small  tonnage,  manned  by 
six  or  eight  seamen,  who  were  at  times  left  upon  the  African  coast 
to  perish,  having  been  substituted  by  Portuguese  seamen.  Six  or 
eight  hundred  slaves  had  to  be  crowded  into  the  hold  and  con- 
fined in  irons.  Of  course  in  a  sail  of  two  months  across  the 
ocean  under  a  tropical  sun,  they  generated  ship  fever  by  which 
not  unfrequently  one-third  died. 

Under  the  American  name,  flag  and  charter,  the  vessel  was 
loaded  with  slaves.  But  when  they  had  got  so  far  from  the 
coast  as  to  have  no  fears  of  British  cruisers,  they  raised  a  Portu- 
guese flag,  and  gave  the  vessel  a  Portuguese  name  and  produced 
a  Portuguese  register.  Such  was  the  case  with  the  brig  Sophia^ 
noticed  in  my  late  communication.  She  shipped  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  slaves  but  landed  five  hundred,  the  captain  and  mate 
dying  on  the  passage  by  the  ship  fever  generated  by  the  filth  of 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  slaves  crowded  into  the  hold,  and  when 
she  had  got  a  safe  distance  from  the  African  coast,  she  assumed 
the  name  of  the  oriental  brig  Bella  Unio,  with  a  Portuguese  char- 
ter, Matthew  Hale,  the  former  commander,  assuming  to  be  the 
pilot  and  retaining  in  his  possession  the  American  charter.  The 
capture  and  delivery  of  those  slaves  in  Africa  is  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  philanthropist    The  Massachusetts  historian, 
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the  Rev.  Jeremy  Belknap,  says  that  Boston  rum  was  the  main- 
spring to  the  African  slave-trade. 

In  1840,  the  year  previous  to  the  first  official  letter  of  Consul 
Geoi^e  Slocum,  there  were  338,104  gallons  of  that  rum,  10,400 
pounds  of  lead,  715,299  pounds  of  powder,  and  2,623  muskets 
shipped  principally  from  Boston  to  the  slave-coast  of  Africa. 
And  in  successive  years,  the  following  were  shipped : — 


SHIPPED. 


1843 
1844. 
1846. 
1847. 
1848. 
1849. 
1850. 
1851. 
1852. 
1853. 
1855 
1857. 
1868. 
1859 
1860. 
1861. 
1864. 
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MTOEm. 


245,567 
432,219 
412,379; 
378,832 
346,597 
304,665 
412,618 
246,302 
295,234 
445,188 
645,929 
826,668 
872,625 
549,298 
860.553 
1,045,645 
692,553 


199.270 
497,551 
556,486 
360,251 
543 
547,329 
757,587 
663,599 
609,346 
951,635 
568,228 
858,564 
925,213 
903,289 
1,072,615 
987,322 
125,368 


505 
4,000 

500 
4,500 
1,700 
5,520 
4,370 
2,788 


36,446 


2,159 
1,871 
2,028 

300 

353 
1,700 

500 
2,500 

575 
2,600 
3,331 
1,834 
5,628 
7,825 
4,424 
2,533 


Sinoe  that  period  no  rum,  guns,  lead  or  powder  has  been 
exported  froqi  Boston  to  the  western  slave-coast  of  Africa,  but 
to  avoid  losing  that  cherished  interest  of  Massachusetts,  a  slave- 
trade  has  been  opened  between  the  East  Indies  and  the  easterly 
coast  of  Africa,  to  facilitate  which  there  is  exported  annually 
from  Boston  to  the  Island  of  Madagascar  over  one  million  gal- 
lons of  that  rum. 

While  the  trade  was  open  from  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  the 
people  of  Massachusetts  had  the  address  to  get  a  bounty  from 
the  National  Treasury  upon  the  exportation  of  that  rum.  And 
now  tihe  distillation  of  the  rum  exported  to  the  east  coast  of 
Africa  is  exempted  from  the  internal  tax  imposed  upon  the  dis- 
tillation of  other  liquors.  And  yet  the  barbarity  of  that  Eastern 
African  slave-trade  is  shocking  the  humanity  of  the  civilized 
world. 
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For  the  barbarities  of  that  slave-trade,  the  judgments  of  Hearen 
have  been  visited  upon  us.  It  has  involved  us  in  a  terrible  civil 
war;  rolled  upon  us  a  mountain  of  debt;  demoralized  the 
people  80  that  we  are  characterized  for  wickedness  and  crime ; 
has  nearly  put  into  the  hands  of  nc^o  voters  the  balance  of 
power  in  the  nation,  and  in  our  halls  of  legislation  and  in  the 
jury  box,  and  on  the  judicial  bench,  and  given  to  a  negro  Return- 
ing Board  the  power  to  make  a  President  for  us.  It  has  revo- 
lutionized our  Government  by  doing  violence  to  the  object  for 
which  our  CJonstitution  was  made,  and  placing  the  military  above 
the  civil  power,  and  depriving  States  of  all  rights  which  the 
General  Government  is  bound  to  respect,  unless  those  rights  are 
expressed  through  the  report  of  a  negro  Returning  Board. 

June  14th,  1877. 


ILLSSACHUSETTS  INTERESTS  127 


MASSACHUSETTS   INTERESTS. 


Rum,  Slavery  and  War. 


■♦♦« 


In  Mr.  Webster's  celebrated  reply  to  Mr.  Hayne,  of  South 
Carolina,  he  said :  ^^  The  embargo  threatened  utter  ruin  to  the 
most  important  interests  of  Massachusetts.  Thousands  of  fami- 
lies and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  individuals  were  beggared  by 
it"  By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  suffering  interests  were 
specially  those  of  Massachusetts,  she  at  that  time  embracing  the 
State  of  Maina  It  will  also  be  seen  that  those  interests  were 
plural  in  number.  Agriculture  was  not  one  of  those  interests, 
for  she  never  was  an  agricultural  State,  while  other  States  were. 
Manufactures  were  not  one  of  those  interests,  as  they  were  not 
then  established  in  the  country.  Commerce  generally  was  not 
one  of  those  interests,  for  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 
land were  the  principal  commercial  States.  And  the  embarga 
did  not  apply  to  the  fisheries,  as  it  was  only  applicable  to  trad* 
log  vessels.  It  was  applicable  to  vessels  exporting  Massachu- 
setts fi^h  to  the  West  Indies  and  to  the  importation  of  molassea 
taken  in  exchange  for  those  fish,  and  to  the  exportation  of  rum 
to  the  slave-coast  of  Africa,  which  had  hern  distilled  from  that 
molasses,  and  to  the  sale  in  South  America  of  superannuated 
fishing  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  slave-trade. 

These  were  the  interests  that  were  peculiarly  Massachusetts^ 
and  to  which  the  embargo  threatened  utter  ruin,  and  it  involved 
also  the  ruin  of  the  fisheries  which  were  peculiarly  a  Massachu- 
setts interest,  and  in  which  she  employed  a  thousand  vessels 
which  then  and  now  depended  upon  the  West  Indies  and  Afri- 
can trade  for  its  existence,  that  Boston  rum  then  being  the  main- 
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spring  to  the  African  slave-trade  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa 
and  now  being  the  main-spring  to  that  trade  on  the  easterly 
coast  of  Africa.  Mr.  Webster  knew  that  it  was  those  interests 
that  induced  Massachusetts  to  make  common  cause  with  the 
enemy  in  the  war  of  1812,  giving  that  enemy  aid  and  comfort. 
He  knew  the  object  for  which  the  frigate  Chesapeak  had  been 
sent  to  Boston.  He  knew  the  Yankee  trick  by  which  vessels 
were  captured  by  an  inferior  ship  in  eleven  minutes.  He  knew 
that  the  oflBicial  call  of  Governor  Strong  for  the  Hartford  Con- 
vention was  avowedly  hostile  to  the  United  States  Grovemment 
He  knew  that  the  twenty  thousand  troops  that  Massachusetts 
put  in  the  field  in  1814  was  intended  as  a  diversion  in  favor  of 
the  British  invasion  of  New  Orleans;  and  in  his  reply  to  Mr. 
Hayne  he  wisely  avoided  that  part  of  the  subject  And  God  in 
his  mercy  has  saved  Mr.  Webster  the  mortification  of  seeing  a 
Bepublican  Congress  after  the  expiration  of  a  half  century  pay- 
ing to  Massachusetts  $600,000  for  the  expenses  of  those  twenty 
thousand  troops.  He  has  been  saved  the  mortification  of  seeing 
those  Africans,  the  importation  of  whom  constituted  one  of  the 
most  important  interests  of  Massachusetts  involving  the  nation 
in  a  terrible  civil  war — heaping  upon  the  nation  a  mountain  of 
debt — reducing  the  people  to  paper  or  pewter  currency,  and 
deranging  all  their  industrial  interests,  corrupting  the  clergy  and 
characterizing  the  people  for  wickedness  and  crime— revolution- 
izing the  Government  by  placing  the  military  above  the  civil 
power,  and  trampling  upon  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States,  and 
doing  violence  to  the  very  objects  for  which  the  Constitution 
was  mada  And  finally  putting  it  in  the  power  of  a  n^ro 
Beturning  Board  to  inflict  upon  the  nation  a  President  not 
elected  by  the  peopla 
June  21st,  1877. 


POLITICAL  HISTOBT.  129 


POLITICAL  HISTORY. 


By  the  census  of  1840  the  following  were  the  products  of 
industry  of  the  United  States  for  the  preceding  year : — 

Agrlcultiire $654,887,597 

Manafactnres 239,836,224 

Commerce 71,721,086 

Mining. 42,368,761 

Forest 16,855W> 

Ftahariee. 11,996,008 

Toua $1,037,154,786 

The  products  of  agriculture  exceeding  all  others  by  $123,000,- 
000,  and  exceeding  those  of  manufactures  by  $414,000,000,  or 
by  nearly  two-thirds. 

The  fisheries  were  the  only  petted  interest  at  that  date.  In 
1842,  by  an  act  the  most  unreasonable  and  extraordinary  and  in 
yiolaSion  of  the  Constitution,  manufactures  became  a  petted 
interest  That  act  was  modified  in  1846,  but  still  left  manufao- 
tores  the  benefit  of  a  free  list  and  the  incidental  protection  of 
thirty  per  cent  against  foreign  importations.  The  products  of 
manufiustures  in  1850  were  $1,019,106,616,  and  in  1860  were 
$1,886,861,676,  or  about  two-thirds  those  of  agricultura 

Then  Bepublicans,  haying  got  the  control  of  the  Government 
in  all  its  branches,  manufactures  became  petted  to  the  fullest 
fraition,  and  in  1870  its  productions  were  $4,305,932,082,  while 
those  of  agriculture  sunk  to  $2,417,538,658,  or  but  a  little  over 
half  those  of  manufactures.  This  change  has  been  produced  by 
special  l^slation,  and  commerce  has  suffered  in  the  same  pro- 
portion from  the  same  causa  Those  interests  can  never  assume 
their  normal  position,  and  the  people  of  the  country  can  nevw 
become  permanently  prosperous  and  happy  till  that  Bepublican 
17 
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policy  of  special  legislation  shall  be  totally  abolished,  and  till  in 
fact  the  General  Government  shall  cease  to  interfere  with  the 
internal  industry  of  the  country. 

That  the  General  Government  is  sovereign  over  the  commer- 
cial and  diplomatic  interests  of  the  nation  is  conceded.  But 
under  the  exercise  of  those  prerogatives  a  fatal  stab  was  given 
to  the  interests  and  character  of  the  country  by  an  act  in  1793, 
passed  through  the  influence  of  Fisher  Ames,  by  which  the 
American  flag  and  register  protected  piracy  and  the  slave-trade 
upon  the  coast  of  Africa. 

The  next  fatal  stab  to  the  peace,  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
the  country  was  the  act  in  1793,  by  which  bounties  were 
bestowed  upon  the  flsheries,  and  drawbacks  allowed  on  flsh  and 
rum  exported.  That  also  was  another  fostering  influence  to  the 
African  slave-trade,  and  Fisher  Ames  was  its  author.  In  advo- 
cating that  act  he  said :  *^  We  exchange  for  molasses  those  fish 
**  that  it  is  impossible  to  dispose  of  anywhere  else.  We  have  no 
"  market  within  our  reach  but  the  islands  from  whence  we  get 
"  molasses  in  return,  which  again  we  manufacture  into  rum.  It 
''  is  scarcely  possible  to  maintain  our  fisheries  to  advantage  if  the 
"  commerce  for  summer  fish  is  injured,  which  I  conceive  it  would 
"  be  very  materially  if  a  high  duty  is  imposed  upon  molasses ; 
"  nay,  it  would  carry  devastation  throughout  the  New  England 
'*  States.  In  short,  unless  some  extraordinary  measures  are  taken 
"  to  support  our  fisheries,  I  do  not  see  what  is  to  prevent  their 
"  inevitable  ruin.  If  instead  of  protection  from  the  Government 
"  we  extend  to  them  oppression,  I  shudder  for  the  consequences. 
"  It  is  supposed  that  the  fishermen  must  be  poor  if  they  are  not 
"  able  to  bear  the  tax  proposed.  I  contend  that  they  are  very 
**  poor.  They  carry  on  the  business  in  dispair.  They  are  too 
*'  poor  to  live  where  they  are,  and  they  are  too  poor  to  remove." 

The  fisheries  have  been  one  of  the  sources  of  wealth  to  nationSi 
and  those  of  New  England  are  the  best  in  the  world.  And  yet 
Mr.  Lorenzo  Sabine  says  that  Congress  was  not  unmindful  of 
the  representations  and  appeals  of  the  pure  and  highly -gifted 
Fisher  Ames,  and  it  passed  an  act  under  which  the  following 
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bounties  on  fish  and  drawbacks  upon  fish  and  ram  bave  been 
allowed : — 


1793 
17M 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801. 
1802, 
1803. 
1801. 
1805. 
1806. 
1807 
1808. 
1811. 
1817. 
1818. 
1819. 


,163  [if 
,e7ll|1822 
,934|!1823 
,963  1824 
,629|1826 

,746  r"- 

,978  1827 
,427|ll828 


0141 1882 
466|  1833 
186l  1834 
3061 1835 
998  1836 
1261:1837 
,80711838 
,107^1839 
.076  1840 


,160 

,897 

,706 

,954 

,724 

,859 

,185 

,145 

,069 

042 

,428 

715 

182 

,218  i 

784  1 

,091  ( 


71  $11,107 

83  10,168 

08  10,938 

08  10162 

97  10,560 

01  13,640 

66  8,879 

20  9,026  23 


91 


9,007  ( 
1,073  1 


,040 


39  13,466  20 
27  14,392 

40  13,284 
10,856 

9.536 
6,731 
7,360 
5,474 
4.746 
4.953 
4,760 
6.829 
3,315 


4,174 
3,513 


3,189  25 
3,517  60 
2.258  60 
1,952  32 
6,661  03 
11,168  23 
14,712  54 


1,036  92 
1,290  91 
3,110  00 
2,960  08 
11,973  15 
11,484  28 
3,010  84 
4,613  62 
8.589  68 
16.607  36 
26,233  88 
40,684  42 
31,066  89 
12,699  76 
26,032  52 
21,740  28 
9,707  J3 


It  will  be  Been  tbat  the  representations  of  Mr.  Ames  and  Mr. 
Webster,  in  respect  to  tlie  cherished  interest  of  Massachusetts, 
W  the  same,  and  that  the  African  slave-trade  was  one  of  the 
moat  important  of  those  interests.  And  that  that  trade  has 
resnlted  in  corrupting  and  demoralizing  the  people  and  derang- 
ing their  industry,  and  destroying  the  objects  for  which  the 
Constitution  was  made,  and  provoking  civil  war,  and  heaping 
battle-fields  with  mountains  of  the  dead,  and  placing  a  man  in 
the  Prceidential  chair  not  elected  by  the  people. 

Jmie  28th,  1877. 
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NEW   ENGLAND  CANT. 


When  the  slave-trade  flourished  on  the  west  coast  of  Africfty 
we  were  taught  by  New  England  editors  that  it  was  done  by 
Portuguese,  who  employed  the  drunken  King  of  Dahomey  to 
supply  them  with  slaves*  But  in  the  treaty  with  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton  of  1842,  it  was  understood  that  the  trade  was  carried  on  in 
American  vessels  which,  under  an  American  flag  and  charter 
and  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  1798,  could,  though 
loaded  with  slaves,  pass  with  impunity  under  the  guns  of  the 
British  armed  vessels  sent  to  that  coast  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave-trade.  Therefore,  though  foreign  to  the  object  for 
which  the  treaty  was  made,  it  contained  a  provision  that  the 
United  States  should  employ  a  half  dozen  armed  vessels  on  that 
coast  to  aid  those  of  Great  Britain  in  that  cause  of  humanity. 
But  it  was  found  that  the  act  of  1793  made  American  vessels  as 
powerless  as  those  of  England.  Mr.  George  W.  Slocum,  Consul 
at  Eio  de  Janeiro,  exposed  the  manner  in  which  American  ves- 
sels on  the  coast  became  Portuguese  slavers  after  having  left  the 
coast,  and  in  a  series  of  letters  to  the  United  States  Government 
recommended  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  1793  as  an  effectual  rem- 
edf.  Through  his  officiousness  in  this  matter,  and  through 
Massachusetts  influence,  he  was  removed  from  the  office  of  Con- 
sul and  Mr.  Edward  Kent,  ex-Governor  of  the  State  of  Maine, 
appointed  in  his  place.  He  having  been  one  of  the  Commissioners 
in  negotiating  the  Ashburton  treaty,  was  familiar  with  all  the 
details  of  the  African  slave-trade  and  the  relation  that  Bio  de 
Janeiro  held  in  respect  to  it,  and  the  wealth  derived  through 
that  trade  was  doubtless  his  motive  in  accepting  the  appointment 
of  Consul  at  a  post  of  so  small  commercial  importance.  The 
trade  which  had  been  embarrassed  under  the  Consulship  of  fir. 
Slocum  was  made  to  flourish  under  that  of  Mr.  Kent    Now 
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thai  the  slave  trade  has  been  transferred  from  the  West  to  the 
East  coast  of  Africa,  Bepublican  editors  again  charge  it  to  the 
Portuguese.  It  is  an  historic  truth  that  Boston  rum  has  ever 
been  the  main-spring  to  the  African  slave-trada  When  that 
trade  flourished  in  western  Africa,  thousands  of  hogsheads  of 
that  mm  were  sent  annually  from  Boston  to  the  slave-coast, 
accompanied  by  thousands  of  guns  and  tons  of  powder,  and 
hone  was  exported  elsewhere.  Now  that  that  trade  has  been 
transferred  to  the  eastern  coast  of  Africa,  over  a  million  of  gal- 
lons of  that  rum  is  annually  exported  to  that  coast  or  contig- 
uous to  it,  and  none  exported  elsewhere.  By  a  reference  to  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  commerce  and  nav- 
igation for  the  year  ending  in  June,  1873,  it  will  be  seen  that 
1,013,062  gallons  of  rum  was  so  exported.  And  by  a  reference 
to  page  278  it  will  be  seen  that  1,001,155  gallons  of  that  rum 
was  exported  from  Boston  and  the  balance  from  Salem,  Massa- 
cbusetta  It  will  be  seen  also  that  the  export  price  of  that  rum 
was  thirty-one  cents  per  gallon.  Of  course  it  had  not  paid  the 
seventy  cents  per  gallon  internal  tax  imposed  upon  the  distilla- 
tioQ  of  other  liquors.  That  rum  was  exempted  from  that  tax 
by  a  Bepublican  act  of  Congress  passed  through  the  influence  of 
Charles  Sumner  in  the  Senate,  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler  and  Mr. 
Hooper,  of  Boston,  in  the  House.  Upon  the  passage  of  that  act 
the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  commented  as  follows ; — 

"  Mr.  Sumner  wants  a  bill  passed  to  relieve  from  tax  certain 
cargoes  of  rum  now  waiting  shipment  from  Boston  and  Salem  to 
Africa.  This  recalls  the  old  time  when  the  good  people  of  New 
England  did  a  thriving  business  in  bartering  rum  for  slaves.  It 
does  seem  to  us  a  little  odd  that  Mr.  Sumner,  tbe  leader  of  the 
party  of  moral  ideas,  and  Senator  Wilson,  the  head  of  the  Mas- 
aachosetts  teetotalers,  should  be  so  anxious  to  obtain  facilities 
for  the  exportation  of  so  much  rum  to  Africa." 

Had  the  internal  tax  been  imposed  upon  that  rum  exported  in 

1873,  it  would  have  paid  into  the  National  Treasury  $709,000,  no 

email  sum  to  go  annually  into  the  pockets  of  Boston  slave- traders, 

and  no  small  sum  to  be  withheld  annually  from  the  Treasury  of  a 

people  overwhelmed  with  debt  and  taxation.     To  prevent  the 

repeal  of  that  and  other  kindred  acts  and  to  protect  villians  from 
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due  ptinishment,  use  has  been  made  of  a  negro  Beturning  Board 
to  fasten  upon  the  nation  a  President  not  elected  by  the  peopla 
July  5th,  1877- 
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REPUBLICAN  RESPONSIBILITY. 


I 


♦  • » 


Oq  the  22Dd  page  of  the  Oentenmai  Gazetteer^  pablished  by 
Ziegler  &  McCurdy,  it  reads  as  follows :  ^^  The  great  majority  of 
^'  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  engaged  in  agriculture,  which 
*^  here,  as  elsewhere,  forms  the  basis  of  national  wealth." 

By  the  census  of  1840  the  products  of  agriculture  exceeded 
those  of  all  others  by  over  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  By 
the  census  of  1850  and  1860,  the  product  of  agriculture  exceeded 
those  of  all  others  by  many  millions  of  dollars.  But  by  the  cen- 
sus of  1870  the  products  of  the  manufactures  exceeded  those  of 
all  others  by  over  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars,  notwithstand- 
ing the  laborers  employed  in  agriculture  exceeded  those  in  man- 
ufactures three-fold,  and  the  capital  employed  in  agriculture 
exceeded  that  of  manufactures  fiive-fold.  By  the  Oazetteer^  to 
which  I  have  referred,  there  were  employed  in  agriculture 
6,924,471  laborers  and  $11,124,958,765  capital,  while  in  manu- 
factures there  were  employed  only  2,058,998  laborers  and 
$2,118,208,769  capital  This  monstrous  injustice  has  been  pro- 
duced by  Bepublican  legislation  to  prevent  the  repeal  of  legis- 
lation by  which  a  fraudulent  President  has  been  placed  in  the 
Presidential  chair. 

While  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, the  industry  of  the  country  was  left  to  be  governed  by 
the  natural  laws  of  trade,  our  Government  was  proverbially  the 
best  in  the  world.  But  Bepublican  legislation,  in  violation  of 
that  Constitution,  having  for  fifteen  years  interfered  with  that 
industry,  our  Government  has  proverbially  become  the  worst  in 
the  world,  and  the  people  have  degenerated  into  wickedness  and 
crime.  The  President,*  though  having  become  such  by  fraud, 
manifests  by  words  a  disposition  to  atone  for  the  evils  produced 
by  Bepublican  domination.    If  he  will  reduce  those  words  to 
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actions  and  recommend  the  abandonment  of  the  whole  Repub- 
lican policy  and  the  repeal  of  all  laws  interfering  with  the  indus- 
try of  the  people,  he  shall  have  credit  for  the  honesty  of  his 
intentions.  He  shall  have  credit  also  for  bravery,  for  he  will 
arouse  against  himself  the  most  bitter  hostility  from  the  leaders 
of  the  Republican  party.  The  nation  will  never  beconae  pros- 
perous and  happy  till  that  Republican  party  shall  be  abandoned* 
On  the  contrary,  the  labor  of  the  country  will  become  more 
deranged,  and  the  people  will  sink  deeper  in  wickedness  and 
crime,  and  in  the  prophetic  language  of  Daniel  Webster :  "  The 
^^  rich  will  become  more  rich  and  the  poor  more  numerous  and 
"  more  poor." 
July  12th,  1877. 
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THE  ACT  OF  1793. 


»•♦- 


Its  Mischievous  Tendency,  and  Who  Have 

Profited  by  it. 


Massachusetts  has  aniformly  employed  near  a  thousand  ves- 
sels in  the  fisheriea  Much  of  the  avails  of  the  fish  taken  has 
annually  been  distilled  into  over  sixty  thousand  hogsheads 
of  Boston  rum,  which  have  constituted  and  been  employed  to  a 
great  extent  as  the  main-spring  to  the  African  slave-trade.  In 
the  capture  of  millions  of  those  slaves,  millions  have  been 
slaughtered  upon  the  soil  of  Africa,  and  the  slaves  taken  have 
been  the  source  of  infinite  mischief  to  the  people  of  this 
country. 

Consul  George  W.  Slocum  informed  our  Government  officially 
that  the  repeal  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  in  1793  would  put 
a  stop  to  that  slave-trada  Lord  Ashburton  informed  our  Gov- 
ernment officially  that  that  act  of  Congress  made  British  armed 
vessels  powerless  in  the  suppression  of  that  slave-trada 

On  the  160th  page  of  Lorenzo  Sabin*s  Report,  which  was 
adopted  by  Secretary  Thomas  Corwin  and  made  a  part  of  his 
report  to  the  Thirty-second  Congress,  he  says :  "  That  act  of 
1798  has  proved  extremely  beneficial  to  fishing  vessels,  but  has 
been  the  subject  of  abusa"  The  act  was  not  claimed  to  be  ben- 
eficial to  the  fisheries,  but  to  the  vessels,  giving  them  a  market 
when  they  had  become  unseaworthy  and  creating  the  abuse  of 
converting  those  vessels  into  slavers,  with  charters  under  the 
act  of  1793,  by  which  they  could  prosecute  the  slave-trade  with 
impunity. 
18 
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Now  Mr.  Hayes  can  not  fail  to  know  all  this.  To  quiet  pop- 
ular feeling  at  the  fact  of  his  filling  the  Presidential  chair  with- 
out having  been  elected  by  the  people,  he  is  most  profuse  in  his 
promises  of  reform,  and  to  that  end  he  has  admonished  official 
knaves  to  behave  themselvea  As  those  knaves  have  obtained 
official  position  through  the  influence  of  acts  kindred  to  that  of 
1793,  Mr.  Hayes  will  obtain  credit  for  consistency  if  among  his 
first  official  acts  he  shall  reconmiend  the  repeal  of  all  such  laws. 

By  the  Federal  Constitution  a  Government  was  created  exclu- 
sively for  commercial  and  diplomatic  purposes,  and  that  Consti- 
tution did  not  confer  upon  that  Government  any  power  to  into*- 
fere  with  the  internal  industry  of  the  country  except  in  the  case 
of  patent  and  copy  righta  Had  any  such  authority  been  given 
or  intended,  even  by  construction,  provisions  would  not  have 
been  specially  made  for  patent  and  copy  rights,  as  those  provi- 
sions would  have  been  included  imder  such  construction.  Now 
the  most  fertUe  source  of  all  the  evils  and  corruptions  which 
have  been  visited  upon  our  country  and  is  now  overwhelming 
us,  has  grown  out  of  Congress  usurping  the  right  to  l^islate  in 
respect  to  the  internal  industry  of  the  country.  Through  that 
usurpation  the  agricultural  products  of  the  country  have  been  di- 
minished near  twenty  per  cent  during  the  past  fifteen  years,  while 
the  products  of  the  manufacturers  have  been  more  than  doubled 
during  the  same  tima  Official  reports  in  Massachusetts  show 
that  such  has  been  the  result  thera  The  products  of  agriculture 
have  diminished  fourteen  per  cent,  while  those  of  the  manufac- 
turers had  been  increased  from  $255,541,922  in  1860,  to 
$651,805,067  in  1870.  This  increase  occurring,  too,  while  the 
nation  was  expending  its  thousands  of  millions  in  the  civil  war. 

To  perpetuate  this  Republican  policy,  by  which  agriculture 
has  been  depressed  and  manufactures  pampered,  the  clei^  has 
been  corrupted  and  bribed,  and  while  the  nation  was  sinking  under 
the  burdens  of  the  war  the  church  property  was  increased  ten- 
fold. Knowing  these  facts,  if  Mr.  Hayes  has  any  honesty  or 
patriotism  about  him,  among  bis  first  official  acts  he  will  recom* 
ijdend  the  repeal  of  all  laws  of  Congress  affecting  the  internal 
industry  of  the  country. 
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It  is  notorious  that  the  currency  of  England  and  France  is  not 
affected  at  all  by  their  enormous  national  debts,  because  those 
debts  are  retained  among  their  own  people ;  and  it  is  notorious 
the  people  of  the  United  States  are  doomed  for  all  future  time 
to  a  fictitious  currency,  in  consequence  of  Bepublican  policy, 
which  has  transferred  the  national  debt  to  the  hands  of  foreign- 
ers, exhausting  the  country  of  its  coin  to  pay  the  annual  inter- 
est If  Mr.  Hayes  has  patriotism  or  honesty,  among  his  first 
official  acts  he  will  recommend  a  policy  by  which  the  national 
debts  shall  be  returned  and  ret|Lned  by  our  own  countrymen. 

July  19th,  1877. 
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A  DISGRACEFUL  LAW. 


An  association,  where  one  party  supplied  four-fifths  of  the  cap- 
ital and  three-fourths  of  the  labor  and  yet  received  only  one- 
third  of  the  products,  would,  of  course,  remain  in  slavish  poverty, 
while  the  other  party  would  be  wallowing  in  wealth.  And  that 
is  just  the  relation  that  agriculture  bears  to  manufactures  in  this 
country.  Their  associated  invested  capital  is  $13,243,167,584, 
of  which  agriculture  supplies  $11,124,958,765.  The  associated 
laborers  employed  are  7,976,467,  of  which  agriculture  employs 
5,622,471.  The  products  of  the  association  were  $6,679,864,100, 
of  which  agriculture  products  were  only  $2,447,538,658.  To 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  association,  not  that  invested  in  industry, 
but  its  mere  organization  and  the  interest  on  its  debts,  requires 
an  annual  expenditure  of  about  $280,000,000.  That  sum  is  not 
raised  by  a  tax  on  property  nor  on  incomes,  but  upon  the  outside 
intercourse  of  the  association.  It  is  rai^pd  generally  by  duties 
imposed  upon  imports.  Those  imports  in  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  of  June,  1875,  amounted  to  $553,906,153,  of  which 
$386,725,509  was  subject  to  a  duty  of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
per  cent  which  farmers  had  to  pay  either  as  goods  which  they 
consumed  or  as  articles  taken  in  exchange  for  their  products 
exported,'  whereas  $167,180,644  of  those  imports  were  received 
duty  free,  being  articles  which  the  manufacturers  consumed 
or  such  as  were  taken  in  exchange  for  their  products  exported. 

In  the  foreign  and  home  market  the  products  of  the  farmers  had 
to  compete  even-handed  with  the  products  from  all  other  coun- 
tries, whereas  the  products  of  the  manufacturers  were  protected 
from  foreign  competition  by  duties  varying  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  per  cent,  and  if  they  availed  themselves  of  only  one- 
half  that  protection,  it  put  into  their  pockets,  principally  at  the 
expense  of  agriculture,  a  sum  exceeding  annually  over  one  thou- 
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sand  millioDS  of  dollara.  Is  it  surprising,  then,  that  they  have 
been  able  to  subsidize  the  pulpit  and  the  press,  corrupting  both  ? 
All  the  foregoing  are  the  fruits  of  Republican  legislation. 

As  already  stated  the  imports  to  this  country  in  the  year  end- 
ing in  1875  were  over  $658,000,000,  while  the  exports  exceeded 
$663,000,000,  leaving  an  apparent  balance  of  trade  of  $110,000,000 
in  favor  of  this  country,  of  which  Bepublicans  and  their  Presi- 
dent have  boasted  as  an  evidence  of  returning  prosperity.  But 
$100,000,000  of  that  apparent  balance  was  in  the  payment  of 
interest  to  the  foreign  creditor,  and  the  residue  more  than  neu- 
tralized by  the  difference  between  currency  and  coin,  the 
imports  having  been  estimated  in  coin  and  the  exports  in  cur- 
leucy. 

That  immense  export  and  import  business  is  carried  on,  not 
with  coin  or  currency,  but  by  bills  of  exchanga  Those  bills  are 
made  equivalent  to  coin  through  the  commercial  regulations  of 
the  world.  Those  bills  are  often  drawn  and  disposed  of  before 
the  departing  ship  has  left  the  harbor,  it  having  received  its  con- 
signment, insurance  and  custom  house  papers.  Should  that  ship 
break  bulk  in  any  port  or  place  except  that  to  which  the  cargo 
is  consigned,  it  would  be  detained  and  the  officers  arrested.  And 
that  policy  is  necessary  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  world, 
and  to  prevent  illicit  trade  and  piracy.  But  the  act  of  1793 
excepted  from  that  policy  vessels  trading  upon  the  slave-coast 
of  Africa.  Consul  George  W.  Slocum  informed  our  Govern- 
ment that  vessels  were  sent  from  Boston  to  the  slave-coast  of 
Africa,  with  water  consigned  as  wina  Under  such  consignment 
under  the  act  of  1798,  that  vessel  with  any  cargo  could  break 
bulk  in  any  port  or  place  on  the  globa  With  such  consign- 
ment during  our  dvil  war  Boston  supplied  the  Confederate 
States  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  in  exchange  for  cotton. 
On  the  767th  page  of  Harper's  Magazine  for  November,  1874,  it 
reads :"  It  is  to  the  disgrace  of  our  country  that  some  of  the 
"goods  smuggled  into  the  Confederacy  were  from  Northern 
"  ports,  as,  for  example,  ship  loads  of  pistols  were  brought  from 
"  Boston  consigned  as  lard." 

Under  the  act  of  1793  vessels  loaded  with  slaves  could  sail 
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with  impunity  under  the  guns  of  British  armed  vessels  on  the 
coast  of  Africa ;  and  under  its  protection  vessels  loaded  with 
arms  and  munitions  of  the  Confederate  States  could  sail  under 
the  guns  of  the  blockading  squadrons.  Sepublicans  are  the 
offspring  of  the  Massachusetts  dierished  interests,  and  now, 
having  suppUed  both  sides  with  arms  and  munitions  during  the 
civil  war,  on  decoration  days  tliey  make  great  parade  over  the 
ashes  of  the  slain.    July  26th,  1877. 
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REPUBLICAN  POLICY. 


^>» 


What  it  has  led  to,  and  its  Future  Tendency. 


Agriculture  and  manufactures  are  the  two  great  producing 
interests  of  our  country— one  suppling  the  food  and  the  other 
the  clothing  of  the  peopla  When  left  to  the  natural  laws  of  trade 
as  contemplated  by  the  Federal  Constitution,  the  products  of  agri- 
culture exceeded  tiiat  of  all  other  interests  by  hundreds  of  millions 
of  dollars,  feeding  not  only  the  people  of  this  country  but  millions 
of  people  in  other  countrie&  But  it  has  been  Republican  policy 
for  the  past  fifteen  years  to  pamper  manufactures  at  the  expense 
of  agriculture,  and  by  so  doing  they  have  raised  the  products  of 
tiie  manufactures  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars  annually  above 
that  of  all  others,  thereby  enabling  them  to  become  the  owners 
of  the  great  national  debt  which  their  poliqr  has  created. 

Instead  of  applying  those  thousands  of  millions  of  dollars  in 
the  payment  of  that  debt,  it  has  been  their  policy,  through  a 
beautifully-named  Syndicate,  to  transfer  that  debt  to  foreign 
hands,  though  doubtlessly  remaining  the  owners  of  it  themselves, 
it  being  the  best  investment  of  the  country,  the  interest  being 
payable  in  gold,  and  in  foreign  hands  its  payment  being  under 
the  protection  of  the  heaviest  swords  in  Europe. 

That  annual  thousand  million  of  dollars  has  enabled  that 
pampered  interest  to  obtain  all  the  most  valuable  corporate  prop- 
erty of  the  country,  among  which  are  the  railroads,  and  through 
donations  to  those  roads  it  has  got  the  control  of  the  most  valu- 
able portion  of  the  public  domain.  Having  thus  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  wealth  of  the  nation  and  having  subsidized  the 
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pulpit  and  the  press,  if  it  does  not  bring  on  a  conflict  of  capital 
against  labor,  again  deluging  our  country  in  blood,  it  will  not  only 
rob  the  present  generation  by  tariffs,  bounties,  drawbacks  and 
interest  on  the  enormous  national  debt,  but  will  rob  generations 
to  come  whose  ancestors  are  yet  unbora. 
August  2d,  1877. 
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THE  NATION'S  DEBT. 


In  a  pamphlet  issued  by  Jay  Cook  and  published  in  1865, 
appears  the  following :  "  The  funded  debt  of  the  United  States 
"  is  the  addition  of  three  thousand  millions  of  dollars  to  the 
"  wealth  of  the  nation.  It  is  an  addition  to  available  active 
"  capital  To  pay  this  debt  would  be  to  extinguish  this  capital 
"  and  to  lose  this  wealth,  and  it  would  be  an  inconceivably  great 
"  national  misfortuna" 

Subsequently  it  has  been  Republican  policy  to  put  Jay  Cook 
at  the  head  of  what  they  were  pleased  to  call  a  Syndicate,  through 
which  that  debt  has  been  transferred  to  foreign  hands,  giving 
them  all  the  benefit  of  this  great  national  blessing.  That  Syn- 
dicate being  responsible  only  to  the  leaders  of  the  Republican 
party,  has  deemed  that  blessing  to  be  too  good  to  be  enjoyed  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  having  the  entire  control  of 
the  subject,  has  taken  special  pains  to  deprive  them  of  it  and  to 
confer  it  upon  foreigners,  as  appears  from  the  following  extract 
from  the  Columbia  Bepublican  of  July  26th  : — 

"  A  Nevada  bank  stood  ready  to  take  a  hundred  millions  of 
dollars  of  the  new  four  per  cents.,  but  the  Syndicate  refused  and 
the  transaction  failed." 

Of  course  that  hundred  millions  went  into  foreign  hands  to 
add  other  millions  to  the  already  hundreds  of  millions  of  coin  of 
which  our  country  is  drained  to  pay  the  interest  on  that  foreign 
debt  Being  thus  deprived  of  its  coin  the  business  interests  must 
for  all  future  time  depend  upon  a  fictitious  paper  currency  This 
Bepublican  policy  can  only  be  accounted  for  in  the  following 
way  :  By  special  legislation  they  have  built  up  an  interest,  the 
production  of  which  exceeds  all  others  by  a  thousand  millions 
of  dollars  annually.  Those  productions  exceed  annually  over 
four  thousand  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  For  the  ben- 
19 
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efit  of  that  interest  a  tariff,  which  they  are  pleased  to  call  "  pro- 
tective," is  imposed  of  over  fifty  per  cent,  which  doubtless 
bestows  upon  that  interest  annually  a  bonus  of  a  thousand  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  which  they  have  long  enjoyed.  Under  these 
circiunstances  that  interest  is  seeking  all  the  best  investments  of 
the  country  for  its  immense  surplus  capital,  and  among  these 
investments  there  are  none  equal  to  the  Government  liabilities, 
the  interest  on  which  is  paid  in  gold,  and  the  capital  being 
exempt  from  taxation.  To  delay  the  payment  of  those  Govern- 
ment liabilities  to  future  generations  and  to  secure  their  ultimate 
payment  by  the  heavy  swords  of  European  monarchs,  they  have 
been  transferred  to  foreign  hands  nominally,  and  the  Syndicate 
has  been  employed  for  that  parposa  * 

Eepublicans  call  that  debt  a  "  national  blessing,"  to  retain 
which  they  have  used  their  creature,  the  Syndicate,  to  transfer  it 
nominally  to  foreign  hands,  but  actually  being  the  property  of 
their  petted  interest 

August  9th,  1877. 
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At  a  late  Republican  Convention  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  held 
to  nominate  a  Governor  and  other  officers,  the  following  party 
platform  resolution  was  adopted :  "  We  do  most  heartily  sympa- 
"  thize  with  the  condition  of  the  honest  and  industrious  laborers 
"  who  are  willing  to  work  but  remain  unemployed,  or  employed 
"  at  wages  inadequate  to  comfort  and  independence ;  and  as  an 
"  earnest  of  our  desire  to  find  a  remedy  to  their  condition  we 
"  recommend :  first,  that  Congres  establish  a  National  Bureau 
**  of  Industry ;  second,  that  Congress  exert  its  authority  over 
"  all  National  highways  of  trade  by  prescribing  and  enforcing 
"such  reasonable  regulations  as  will  tend  to  prove  safety  of 
"  travel,  secure  fair  return  for  capital  invested  and  fair  wages  to 
"employes,  preventing  mismanagement,  improper  discrimina- 
"  tions  and  the  aggrandnzement  of  officials  at  the  expense  of 
"  stockholders  and  shippers  and  employes ;  third,  that  provi- 
"  sions  be  made  for  statutory  arbitrations  between  employers  and 
"  employes  to  adjust  controversies,  reconcile  interests  and  estab- 
"lish  justice  and  equity  between  them." 

That  resolution  is  barefaced  Republicanism  boiled  down. 
That  Congress,  whose  authority  they  thus  invoke,  was  invested 
with  mere  commercial  and  diplomatic  prerogatives  outside  of 
States,  not  being  allowed  to  erect  a  fort  or  light-house  within  a 
State  without  the  consent  of  its  Legislature  first  obtained — had, 
under  Republican  policy  during  the  past  15  years,  usurped  con- 
trol over  the  industrial  interests  of  States,  and  in  the  exercise  of 
that  prerogative  had  reduced  our  Government  from  the  best  to 
the  worst  in  the  world  ;  had  diffused  wickedness  and  crime  over 
the  whole  country ;  had  created  a  debt  of  thousands  of  millions  of 
dollars :  had  transferred  that  debt  to  foreign  hands  so  that  the  mere 
interest  should  exhaust  the  coin  of  the  country,  thereby  fasten- 
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ing  upon  the  people  for  all  time  a  fictitious  paper  currency  ;  had 
raised  the  annual  expenses  of  the  Government  from  sixty  mil- 
lions to  throe  hundred  millions  of  dollars ;  had  reduced  agricul- 
tural productions  to  one-third  of  what  they  would  have  been 
under  the  natural  laws  of  trade  as  contemplated  by  the  Federal 
Constitution  ;  had  reduced  commerce  in  American  ships  in  the 
same  proportion,  thereby  throwing  two  millions  of  laborers  out 
of  employment  and  reducing  the  others  to  inadequate  compen- 
sations, thereby  filling  the  country  with  tramps,  vagabonds  and 
burglars;  and  finally,  by  political  legislation,  building  up  a 
petted  interest  whose  products  should  annually  exceed  all  others 
by  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars,  and  through  over  productions 
compelling  even  that  interest  to  discharge  its  laborers  or  to 
employ  others  at  starvation  prices.  And  now,  as  the  immediate 
representatives  of  a  President  not  elected  by  the  people,  but 
imposed  upon  the  country  by  fraud,  they  are  calling  upon  that 
Congress  to  usurp  all  the  industrial  prerogatives  of  States,  even 
to  the  creating  of  tribunals  to  adjudicate  between  capital  and  labor, 
when  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  had  never  assumed 
the  right  to  adjudicate  between  the  citizens  of  the  same  State. 
The  annual  sura  of  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars,  corruptly 
thrown  into  the  hands  of  a  petted  interest,  has  been  used  to  sub- 
sidize the  press  and  pulpit,  and  to  corrupt  the  suffrages  of  the 
people  and  to  overawe  legislators,  and  the  secret  influence 
of  concurring  Governors  of  States  has  been  used  to  the  same 
end,  and  the  next  session  of  Congress  will  be  called  upon  to 
supply  the  fraudulent  President  with  troops  and  an  uncontrolled 
power  over  them,  so  that  he  can  enforce  Republican  policy  how- 
ever repugnant  it  may  be  to  the  Federal  Constitution.  If  the 
people  give  the  present  Congress  assurance  that  they  will  stand 
by  them  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties,  they  will  do 
much  to  avert  the  evils  that  Republicans  have  created,  and  by 
confining  its  legislation  to  its  legitimate  prerogatives,  will  leave 
the  States  to  restore  the  industry  and  prosperity  that  the  people 
of  the  country  enjoyed  before  Republicans  got  the  ascendency. 
August  16  th,  1877. 
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In  the  2d  article  of  the  Confederacy,  which  formed  the  Union 
of  the  States,  each  State  reserved  its  sovereignty.  The  3rd  arti- 
cle described  the  UnioQ  to  be  a  league  of  friendship,  its  object 
being  the  common  defense  and  the  security  of  their  liberties  and 
their  mutual  and  general  welfare,  binding  all  the  States  to  assist 
each  State  against  all  force  offered  to  or  attacks  made  upon  the 
States  or  upon  any  of  the  States  on  account  of  their  religion  or 
of  iheir  individual  sovereignty,  trade,  or  any  other  pretense  what- 
ever. 

The  Federal  Constitution  was  expressly  made  to  perfect  the 
Union  under  these  provisions.  And  its  further  declared  object 
was  to  establish  Justice  and  insure  domestic  tranquility  between 
the  family  of  States.  The  Constitution  being  merely  the  means 
for  attaining  those  objects,  was  made  amendable,  while  the 
objects  were  inviolate  themselves.  Any  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution that  should  touch  upon  the  sovereignty  of  the  individ- 
ual States,  or  upon  principles  of  justice,  or  disturb  the  harmony 
of  the  States  with  each  other,  would  be  void.  Sovereign  power  was 
conferred  upon  the  General  Government  outside  of  States.  It 
had  sovereign  power  over  diplomacy  and  commerce,  and  the 
means  and  power  for  the  common  defensa 

In  the  Convention  for  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  Chan- 
cellor Livingston  said :  **  It  had  pleased  Heaven  to  afford  the 
^'  United  States  the  means  to  the  establishing  a  Government 
"  based  upon  a  pure  and  perfect  religion  lending  its  mild  light 
"to  philosophy,  and  in  that  respect  differed  from  Governments 
"which  were  the  creatures  of  force  and  fraud."  Under  these 
principles  thus  construed  our  country  flourished  beyond  prece- 
dent for  three-fourths  of  a  century  and  up  to  1860,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment was  universally  conceded  to  be  the  best  that  Heaven 
ever  blest  a  people  with. 
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In  1861  the  Republicans  got  the  control  of  the  Government, 
and  ignoring  religious  influences  established  a  system  of  force 
and  fraud.  Within  forty  days  of  their  ascendency  they  pro- 
voked a  collision  of  arms,  and  without  waiting  religious  influ- 
ences or  the  deliberate  action  of  Congress,  which  under  the  Con- 
stitution possessed  the  war  power,  they  plunged  the  commercial 
sovereignty  of  the  Government  into  war  with  the  civil  sover- 
eignty of  the  States,  and  prosecuted  that  war  for  months  upon 
their  own  responsibility,  leaving  to  Congress  the  simple  prerog- 
ative  of  accepting  and  prosecuting  it  Thus  commencing  a  stu- 
pendous system  of  force,  they  have  perfected  it  by  a  stupendous 
fraud  by  the  imposition  upon  the  country  of  a  President  who  was 
not  elected  by  the  people.  In  thus  revolutionizing  our  Government 
they  have  inflicted  upon  the  people  immense  evil  They  have 
deranged  industry,  throwing  millions  of  .people  out  of  employ- 
ment They  have  imposed  upon  them  debts  and  taxation  and  a 
fictitious  currency.  They  have  provoked  hatred  between  the 
people  of  different  States,  and  seek  to  fan  that  hatred  by  cele- 
brating days  that  call  to  mind  the  civil  war.  They  have  diffused 
wickedness  and  crime  among  the  people,  and  filled  the  country 
with  tramps,  vagabonds  and  burglars.  Their  interference  with 
the  industry  of  the  country  has  provoked  a  conflict  between 
capital  and  labor,  and  they  are  using  that  as  an  excuse  for  giv- 
ing increased  military  power  to  their  fraudulent  President  In 
fine,  they  have  so  far  corrupted  the  religion  of  the  country  as  to 
make  church  prosperity  by  their  own  admission  an  evil  rather 
than  a  blessing. 

President  Grant,  in  his  seventh  annual  message  to  Congress, 
said  :  "  The  evil  of  the  accumulation  of  vast  amounts  of  untaxed 
"  church  property,  which  had  risen  from  $83,000,000  in  1850 
"to  $1,000,000,000  in  1875,  unless  checked,  would  reach 
"  $3,000,000,000  in  1900.''  By  returning  to  the  original  principles 
of  our  Government,  as  understood  my  the  makers  of  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution  and  as  was  defined  and  established  by  the  com- 
promise of  1850,  all  these  described  evils  would  be  removed  and 
industry  would  find  employment  Agriculture,  however 
expanded,  would  find  a  market  for  its  productions,  giving  to 
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commerce  ample  employment  Even  manufactares  and  the 
natural  laws  of  trade  would  be  able  to  compete  even-handed 
with  those  of  other  nations  in  all  the  markets  of  the  world,  and 
would  not  suffer  as  now  by  over  productiona  And  religion,  not 
corrupted  by  politics,  would  be  a  blessing  rather  than  an  evil 
requiring  Government  checking,  as  suggested  by  President 
Grant 
August  23rd,  1877. 
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MORE  REPUBLICAN  POLICY. 


There  is  no  fact  more  strongly  demonstrated  than  that  it  has 
been  the  policy  of  Republicans  to  violate  levery  object  for  which 
the  Federal  Constitution  was  made  and  the  Uaion  of  the  States 
was  formed. 

There  is  no  fact  more  strongly  demonstrated,  than  in  forming 
the  Federal  Union  each  State  reserved  its  sovereignty  over  all 
its  civil  and  industrial  interests.  It  was  so  expressly  declared 
in  the  articles  of  Confederation.  Its  perfection  was  expressly 
declared  in  the  preamble  to  the  Constitution.  It  was  so  declared 
in  the  speeches  of  Hamilton,  Madison  and  Livingston,  and  in 
the  unanimous  action  of  the  whole  Convention  which  made  the 
Constitution.  It  was  so  expressly  declared  in  the  State  Con- 
ventions which  adopted  the  Constitution.  It  was  so  admitted  by 
the  whole  action  of  the  Government  up  to  1860.  For  though 
possessing  the  war  power,  it  never  erected  a  fort  or  navy-yard 
within  a  State  without  first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  L^is- 
lature  of  such  Stata  Though  possessing  sovereign  power  over 
commerce,  it  never  erected  a  custom-house  or  light-house  withia 
a  State  without  first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of 
such  State  for  its  erection.  And  the  Federal  Judiciary  never 
claimed  a  right  to  adjudicate  between  the  citizens  of  the  same 
State. 

If  these  States  were  thus  sovereign,  the  General  Government 
could  not  use  force  against  such  State  except  in  a  belligerent 
capacity.  It  could  not  use  force  except  upon  a  deliberate  decla- 
ration of  Congress  upon  which  the  Constitution  had  solely  con- 
ferred the  war  power.  It  has  pleased  Sepublicans  to  deny  that 
the  States  possessed  any  prerogatives  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment was  bound  to  respect 

In  1861  certain  of  the  States,  feeling  themselves  aggrieved, 
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had  withdrawn  from  the  councils  of  the  nation,  and  in  the  inter- 
est of  peace  respectfully  sent  Commissioners  to  treat  with  the 
General  Government  upon  the  subject  The  Government 
refused  to  recognize  those  Commissioners.  On  the  contrary, 
provoked  a  collission  of  arms  and  commenced  a  civil  war  with- 
out waiting  the  action  of  Congress.  In  that  war  they  sacrificed 
a  million  of  lives  and  ten  thousand  millions  of  treasure.  In  one 
of  the  battles  the  Government  troops  were  defeated,  leaving 
twenty  thousand  killed  and  wounded  men  upon  the  field.  Dis- 
daining to  recognize  sovereignty  in  the  States  by  sending  a  flag 
of  truce,  they  left  those  killed  and  wounded  four  long  days  and 
nights  upon  the  field  to  rot,  suffer,  starve  and  perish. 

When  thirty  thousand  men  had  been  driven  into  a  fortress  at 
Andersonville,  which  had  been  prepared  only  for  ten  thousand, 
and  in  the  midst  of  a  population  suffering  themselves  for  food 
and  the  medicine  indispensable  in  that  climate,  rather  than  re- 
cognize the  war  as  belligerent  by  treating  for  the  exchange  of 
those  prisoners  or  their  delivery  without  equivalent,  they  left 
those  prisoners  for  months  during  the  most  sickly  season  to  suffer 
and  dia 

In  1864,  with  troops  reduced  to  one-sixth  of  their  opponents 
and  with  resources  exhausted,  the  States  fighting  in  the  despera- 
tion of  despair,  sent  Commissioners  to  treat  for  peace  and  the 
Government  refused  to  receive  them,  and  the  subsequent  cam- 
paign proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  sanguinary  of  the  war. 
When  General  Eobert  E.  Lee,  driven  to  extremity,  offered  to 
treat  for  a  surrender  of  his  army,  the  Government  answer  was  a 
refusal  to  treat  with  him,  and  the  order  to  General  Grant  was  to 
push  his  military  advantages  to  the  utmost  The  consequence 
was  the  sacrifice  of  many  thousands  of  lives. 

When  President  Lincoln  had  been  elected  for  a  second  term 
he  felt  released  from  radical  Republicanism,  and  regretting  the 
sufferings  of  his  country  of  which  he  had  been  made  an  instru- 
ment, and  feeling  that  the  States  did  possess  prerogatives  which 
the  Government  was  bound  to  respect,  he  resolved  to  grant 
reasonable  terms  of  peace,  to  prevent  which  a  mad -cap  suitor  to 
the  daughter  of  the  most  radical  of  Republicans  was  employed  to 

20 
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assassinate  him.  For  twelve  years  since  the  iron  heel  of  the 
Government  has  been  upon  the  necks  of  certain  of  the  States, 
and  has  only  been  removed  upon  the  conditions  that  the  President 
be  inaugurated  who  had  not  been  elected,  and  that  officials  guilty 
of  crime  should  not  be  prosecuted,  and  that  one  of  the  most 
vital  objects  for  which  the  Constitution  was  made  should  be  sac- 
rificed. 
August  SOth,  1877. 


CROSS  AND  CRESCENT.  155 


CROSS  AND  CRESCENT. 


The  "  Eastern  Question  "  With  a   Local 

Application. 


In  1423  the  Turks  conquered  Constantinople ;  and  for  over 
four  hundred  and  forty  years  the  Cross  and  Crescent  have 
waved  in  harmony  together,  two-thirds  of  the  population  being 
Christian.  That  harmony  would  still  have  continued  had  not 
the  greed  of  the  Russian  Government  fomented  discontent  among 
the  Christian  population  and  incited  them  into  insurrection* 
That  preponderance  of  Christian  population,  after  nearly  five 
centuries  of  subjection,  attests  the  tolerance  of  the  Turkish  Gov- 
ernment On  the  155th  page  of  the  Geographical,  Chronological 
and  Historical  Atlas,  published  by  the  Harpers  in  1826,  it  reads : 
"  The  Christian  religion  is  embraced  by  two-thirds  of  the  inhab- 
"  itants  of  Turkey  in  Europa  The  Patriarch  of  Constantinople 
"  is  revered  as  their  head."  That  preponderance  of  Christians 
has  been  gradually  increasing  there  ever  since. 

On  the  284th  page  of  the  sixth  volume  of  Gibbon's  Decline 
and  Fall  of  the  Boman  Empire,  we  are  told  that  in  1443,  when 
Europe  was  trembling  before  the  advancing  banner  of  the  Cres- 
cent, the  brave  Polanders  in  a  great  victory  arrested  that  advanca 
Thirteen  Bashaws,  nine  standards  and  four  thousand  captives 
were  the  trophies  of  victory.  And  the  Poles  blended  with  the 
pride  of  conquest  the  humble  temper  of  Christianity.  The 
Divan  solicited  peace,  evacuated  Hungary,  restored  Servia  and 
ransomed  the  prisonera  For  nearly  four  centuries  after  that 
victory  Poland  remained  among  the  most  intelligent  and  liberal 
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of  Christian  natioDs,  and  then  Russia  entered  into  a  combination 
with  other  crowned  heads  to  conquer  and  partition  that  country. 
The  brave  Poles  of  course  resisted,  and  a  scene  of  that  resistance 
is  thus  described  by  the  poet : — 

"  Warsaw's  last  champion  from  her  heights  survejed 
Wide  o'er  the  fields  a  waste  of  rain  laid. 
O,  Heaven!  he  cried,  my  bleeding  country  save; 
Is  there  no  hand  on  high  to  shield  the  brave  ? 
What  though  oppression  sweeps  our  lovely  plains. 
Rise,  fellow  men  !  our  country,  our  country  yet  remains. 
In  its  dread  name  well  wave  the  sword  on  high 
And  swear  with  it  to  live,  for  it  to  die. 
In  vain,  alas  in  vain,  ye  gallant  few. 
From  rank  to  rank  your  vollied  thunders  flew. 
Oh,  bloodiest  picture  in  the  book  of  time! 
Sarmatia  fell  unwept  without  a  crime, 
Hope  for  a  season  bade  the  world  farewell. 
And  freedom  shrieked  as  Rosciusco  fell. 
The  sun  went  down,  nor  ceased  the  carnage  there; 
Tumultuous  murder  shook  the  midnight  air. 
On  Prague's  proud  arch  the  fires  of  ruin  glow, 
Its  blood-dyed  waters  murmuring  far  blow." 

Russia  is  now  seeking  in  a  most  sanguinary  war  to  raise  her 
arbitrary  eagles  upon  the  towers  of  Constantinople  as  she  did 
upon  those  of  Warsaw.  She  calls  it  a  holy  war.  And  she  has 
the  outspoken  sympathy  of  the  descendants  of  those  who 
whipped,  imprisoned  and  hung  Baptists  and  Quakers,  and  sold 
their  children  into  slavery,  and  who  compelled  Soger  Williams 
to  seek  the  protection  of  savages. 

October  4th,  1877. 
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The  following  appeal  in  the  San  Jose  (CaL)  Daily  Mercury  of 
September  21st : — 

"  One  of  the  ablest  Christian  preachers  and  purest  and  best 
of  men  of  our  acquaintance  is  the  Eev.  L.  Hamilton,  formerly 
pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  this  city.  For  presuming  to 
DC  wise  and  daring  in  the  magnanimity  of  nis  heart  to  assert,  in 
the  face  of  that  iron-clad  Calvinism  that  peoples  hell  with 
infants'  souls,  that  possibly  somehow  and  somewhere  in  the  lov- 
ing mercy  of  the  infinite  Father  human  souls  born  under  and 
hedged  in  with  especial  sinful  conditions  in  this  life — souls  that 
have  had  no  chance  for  spiritual  development  here — would  be 
given  another  trial  or  at  least  would  not  be  consigned  to  ever- 
lasting punishment  and  torment  for  what  they  could  not  help. 
For  this  offense  he  was  arraigned,  found  guilty,  and  the  pulpit 
of  the  church  of  his  choice  closed  to  him  forever. 

"  Another  case  is  that  of  the  Rev.  D.  A.  Dryden,  a  clergyman 
of  eminent  ability  and  one  well  calculated  to  enlighten  and  bless 
the  world  with  his  Ininistrations,  and  a  man  of  spotless  life  and 
character.  His  offense  consisted  in  publishing  to  the  world  his 
disbelief  in  the  literal  physical  resurrection  of  the  dead.  For 
this  his  name  was  dropped  from  the  roll  of  the  Methodist 
clergy. 

**  Among  the  earnest  friends  and  supporters  of  Mr.  Dryden 
is  that  excellent  preacher  and  estimable  Christian  gentleman, 
Eev.  Q.  J.  Collin,  of  this  cit^,  who  dared  to  protest  through  the 
public  prints  against  the  injustice  done  to  nis  friend  Dryden. 
And  for  thus  coming  to  the  rescue  of  a  friend  we  learn  that  he, 
too,  has  brought  down  upon  his  head  the  ire  of  the  narrow 
minds  who  seem  to  run  the  Conference." 

It  will  appear  from  the  foregoing  that  the  same  wicked  cor- 
ruption that  during  fifeen  years  of  Bepublican  domination  has 
been  made  to  prevail  among  the  people  of  the  country,  has  been 
infused  into  a  certain  class  of  the  clergy.  Had  St  Paul  lived 
at  the  present  time,  and  in  speaking  of  the  resurrection  of  the 
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dead  he  had  used  the  language  he  did  to  the  Corrinthians :  *'  It 
'*  is  sown  a  natural  body  and  is  raised  a  spirtual  body/'  these 
politically  corrupted  clergymen  would  deny  him  Christian  fel- 
lowship, and  their  pulpit  doors  would  be  closed  against  hioL 
October  11th,  1877. 
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THE  REPUBLICAN  PARTY. 


■»*^ 


Senator  (yonkling,  in  his  late  speech  at  Bochester,  said :  ^'  The 
"  people  made  the  Republican  party,  and  the  people  have  upheld 
^^  it  in  a  cause  of  usefulness  and  achievements  such  as  no  other 
'*  party  in  history  can  boast"  So  far  from  this  declaration  being 
true,  it  was  only  one-third  of  the  people  that  put  the  sword  and 
purse  into  the  hands  of  the  Republican  party  in  1860,  and  they 
have  used  the  sword  and  purse  to  maintain  their  party  ascend- 
ancy ever  since ;  and  no  party  in  history  can  boast  of  having 
achieved  so  much  mischief,  wickedness  and  crime  as  they  have 
done.  They  acknowledge  themselves  that  the  Government^ 
when  it  passed  into  their  hands,  was  the  best  that  Heaven  ever 
blessed  a  people  with ;  and  they  now  acknowledge  that  it  has 
become  so  corrupted  that  reform  is  the  great  idea  overshadowing 
all  others. 

The  clergy  have  suffered  in  the  common  demoralization,  and 
as  early  as  October,  1868,  the  Bible  Society  Becord  said :  ''  The 
*^  Christian  world  is  presenting  an  anomalous  spectacle  at  the 
*'  present  time,  and  as  Dr.  Peabody  very  truly  remarks,  that  if 

the  author  of  the  ^  Age  of  Reason '  had  lived  at  this  day  he 

might  have  published  his  tracts  over  the  title  of  the  Rev. 
"  Thomas  Paine  and  occupied  a  professedly  Christian  pulpit,'* 
Since  that  publication  the  clergy  has  continued  to  sink  in  intol- 
erance and  bigotry,  till  now  we  see  the  Rev.  L.  Hamilton,  with- 
out protest,  excluded  forever  from  a  Christian  pulpit  for  express- 
ing a  doubt  about  hell  being  peopled  with  in&nts  not  a  span 
long ;  and  the  Rev.  D.  A.  Dryden  expelled  from  the  pulpit  for 
expressing  an  opinion  in  favor  of  an  exclusive  spiritual  resurrec- 
tion, and  that  infinite  love  constitutes  the  enjoyment  of  Heaven 
as  finite  love  constitutes  the  only  enjoyments  of  earth. 

October  8th,  1877. 
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THE  FISHERIES  QUESTION. 


NUMBER    ONE. 

After  the  capture  of  six  hundred  ships  and  twelve  thousand 
seamen,  noiany  of  whonoi  were  compelled  to  serve  in  the  British 
navy,  the  United  States  declared  war  against  Great  Britain  in 
1812.  In  1814,  through  the  offered  mediation  of  a  friendly 
European  power,  ministers  assembled  at  Ghent  to  negotiate 
terms  of  peaca  The  terms,  however,  proposed  by  the  BriUsh 
Ministers  were  rejected  by  those  of  the  States,  accompanied  by 
the  declaration  that  they  could  not  be  considered  till  the  people 
were  prepared  to  surrender  their  national  existenca  England 
had  then  sent  a  mighty  army  from  the  battle-field  for  the  con- 
quest of  New  Orleans.  Had  she  succeeded  in  that  object  the 
Mississippi  river  would,  doubtless,  this  day  have  formed  the 
western  boundary  of  the  United  States.  Massachusetts  bad  all 
along  opposed  the  war,  and  had  given  aid  and  cbmfort  to  the 
enemy.  Therefore,  at  that  critical  period,  the  Governor  of  that 
State  recommended  and  the  Legislature  passed  resolutions  call- 
ing a  Convention  at  Hartford  to  take  into  consideration  the 
incompetency  of  the  United  States  Government,  notwithstand- 
ing such  men  as  James  Madison  and  James  Monroe  were  exec* 
utive  officers,  and  Henry  Clay  and  John  Q.  Adams  were  diplo- 
matists, and  Andrew  Jackson  and  Winfield  Scott  were  in  the 
military.  The  Hartford  Convention  assembled,  and  to  give  it 
influence  Massachusetts  put  twenty  thousand  troops  into  the 
field.  But  England  had  become  ashamed  of  the  war.  The 
finger  of  scorn  was  pointed  at  her  by  the  civilized  world.  Her 
mighty  army  was  meeting  embarrassments  she  did  not  anticipate. 
She  therefore  allowed  the  American  ministers  to  dictate  terms 
of   peace.    That  peace  came  upon  the  Hartford  Convention 
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like  a  thunder  clap,  and  its  members  dispersed  without  letting 
the  world  know  what  they  were  doing,  and  even  their  names 
have  passed  into  oblivion.  Just  fifty-four  years  from  that  time 
a  Credit  Mobillier  salary  grab  Republican  Congress  passed  an 
act  paying  Massachusetts  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the 
twenty  thousand  troops  she  put  in  the  field  in  1814. 

In  1814  our  whole  coast  was  blockaded  by  British  cruisers, 
and  our  commerce  in  consequence  almost  entirely  destroyed. 
But  in  consequence  of  kindly  relations  with  the  enemy  the  Mas- 
sachuaetts  fisheries  were  prosecuted  undisturbed,  even  in  the 
British  waters.  On  the  54th  page  of  a  report  upon  the  fisheries, 
by  Lorenzo  Sabine,  of  Massachusetts,  which  repoi:t  was  sub- 
mitted to  Congress  by  the  Hon.  Thomas  Corwin,  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  as  a  part  of  his  annual  report  on  the  finances,  it 
reads :  *^  The  sale  of  the  fish  exported  in  1814  was  more  than 
^'  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  was  but  a  little  less  in  the  sue- 
"  ceeding  year ;"  so  that  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag 
and  guns  the  people  of  Massachusetts  caught  and  exported  many 
fold  more  fish  in  a  single  year  than  in  any  other  year  in  our 
history.  During  every  year  of  our  national  history  the  Govern- 
ment has  paid  tonnage  bounties  to  the  Massachusetts  fisheries, 
and  has  exempted  their  salt  and  other  imports  from  duty,  and 
the  bounties  and  exemptions  have  amounted  to  many  millions 
of  dollars.  Through  a  reciprocity  treaty  the  fisheries  have  been 
allowed  privileges,  at  a  sacrifice  of  many  millions  of  dollars  to 
other  interests.  By  a  law  of  1793  the  superanuated  fishing  ves- 
sels were  supplied  with  charters  by  which  they  were  disposed  of 
at  Bio  de  Janeiro  or  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  at  fabulous  prices, 
to  be  employed  as  slavers.  And  for  the  past  ten  years,  under 
the  protection  of  armed  ships,  their  fishermen  have  been  tres- 
passing upon  British  waters,  for  which  a  Commission  has  just 
awarded  five  millions  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid 
bj  our  Government  The  fisheries  have  reaped  the  benefit,  and 
the  payment  has  to  be  made  from  a  Treasury  to  which  they  have 
not  contributed  a  dollar. 

December  20th,  1877. 

21 
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THE  FISHERIES  QUESTION. 


NUMBER    TWO. 

The  subject  on  which  the  late  Fishery  CommissioD  has  acted 
has  had  an  important  connection  with  the  past  history  of  oar 
country,  and  may  deeply  concern  its  future  happiness  and  pros- 
perity. For  long  years  before  1812  the  nations  of  Europe  had 
been  involved  in  war,  and  for  the  seven  previous  years  the 
English  had  captured  all  American  ships  not  consigned  to  their 
ports,  and  had  impressed  many  of  the  seamen  into  their  service. 
In  consequence  of  these  captures  and  other  aggressions,  Congress 
declared  war  against  Great  Britain  on  the  18th  of  June,  1812. 
Through  the  mediation  of  a  friendly  power  in  1814,  ministers 
met  at  Qhent  to  negotiate  terms  of  peace. 

The  war  on  the  part  of  the  States  had  been  disastrous.  The 
recruiting  service  had  languished — the  National  Treasury  was 
almost  penniless,  and  National  loans  were  effected  at  ruinous 
discount  And  in  return  for  being  allowed  to  fish  in  British 
waters  and  to  export  their  fish  unobstructed  to  foreign  markets, 
Massachusetts,  then  one  of  the  most  wealthy  and  populous  of 
the  States,  had  made  common  cause  with  the  enemy,  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort,  and  through  the  pulpit  and  press  had 
strove  to  make  the  war  on  the  part  of  the  States  unpopular 
among  the  people. 

In  addition  to  this,  English  ships  were  blockading  the  Ameri- 
can coast  from  Maine  to  Florida,  and  a  veteran  army  had  been 
sent  from  the  field  of  Waterloo  for  the  capture  of  New  Orleans. 
Under  all  these  circumstances  the  British  ministers  presented  their 
terms  of  settlement  on  the  18th  of  August  Among  these  terms 
were  the  propositions  that  the  States  should  cede  to  Great  Britain 
all  of  its  territories  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  should  recognize 
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the  Indian  tribes  within  their  borders  as  independent  sovereign 
people,  and  should  keep  no  war  ships  upon  the  bordering  lakes 
nor  fortifications  upon  their  shores. 

On  the  24th  of  that  month  the  American  ministers  replied, 
stating  those  propositions  would  only  be  fit  subjects  of  deliber- 
ation when  it  became  necessary  to  decide  upon  the  expediency 
of  an  absolute  surrender  of  national  independenca  Of  course 
this  answer  suspended  negotiations  for  a  tima  In  the  meantime 
the  British  fleets  and  armies  had  met  with  signal  reverses,  and 
influenced  by  their  own  sense  of  shame  and  the  disapprobation 
of  the  civilized  world,  on  the  31st  of  October  the  British  minis- 
ters signified  that  the  only  proposition  they  had  to  offer  in  terms 
of  peace  was  that  the  Indians,  who  had  been  their  allies,  be  allowed 
the  same  privileges  they  had  enjoyed  before  the  war,  and  they 
asked  the  American  ministers  to  bring  forward  their  propositions. 
They  did  so,  and  they  were  accepted  at  once.  ' 

In  the  fourth  and  fifth  articles  of  the  treaty,  provisions  were 
made  for  settling  boundary  and  other  controversies  by  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  their  respective  Governments,  and  in  case 
of  a  disagreement  of  these  Commissioners,  the  matters  were  to 
be  submitted  to  a  friendl^'^  sovereign  as  an  umpire,  whose  decision 
was  to  be  conclusive  between  the  parties.  Under  these  articles 
the  Ashburton  treaty  was  negotiated,  the  Commissioners  having 
agreed  upon  the  provisions.  Under  these  articles  the  Fishery 
Commission  was  appointed,  and  the  Commissioners  not  agreeing, 
the  matters  were  submitted  to  the  Belgian  sovereign  as  umpire, 
and  through  his  minister  at  Washington,  Mr.  Dilfoss,  he  has 
awarded  that  the  United  States  pay  to  the  British  Government 
the  sum  of  five  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  matters  submitted  to  the  umpire  embraced  a  period  of  ten 
years,  and  were  two  in  number — one  of  right  and  one  of  dam- 
age. It  was  not  difficult  to  conceive  tliat  American  fishermen 
had  no  more  right  in  British  bays  than  British  oystermen  would 
have  in  the  bays  of  America  ;  and  official  records  show  that  the 
exports  of  American  fishermen  have  rarely  exceeded  the  annual 
sum  of  one  million  of  dollars,  except  during  the  war  of  1812, 
when  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag  the  fish  taken  by 
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Massachusetts  fishermen  in  British  waters  and  exported,  exceeded 
the  annual  sum  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances it  is  easy  to  conceive  that  these  British  fisheries  are 
worth  to  the  people  of  Massachusetts  over  the  annual  sum  of  a 
half  million  of  dollars. 
December  27th  1877. 
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THE  FISHERIES  QUESTION. 


NUMBER   THREE. 

Before  the  Revolution,  the  American  States  were  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  each  other,  except  in  their  allegiance  to  the  crown, 
During  the  war  they  fonned  a  Union  under  the  articles  of  the 
Confederation,  the  first  provision  of  which  was  that  each  State 
retained  its  sovereignty.  There  were  at  that  period  only  two 
great  industrial  interests,  viz  :  agriculture  and  the  fisheries.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  commerce  between  the  States  and  with  for- 
eign countries  sprang  into  existence,  forming  a  third  interest 
To  perfect  the  Union  a  Constitution  was  formed,  creating  a  Gen- 
eral Government  upon  which  was  conferred  sovereign  power 
over  that  commercial  interest,  and  the  revenues  of  that  Govern- 
ment under  ordinary  circumstances  were  intended  to  be  derived 
through  that  interest  But  the  avaricious  greed,  which  has  ever 
characterized  the  fishing  interest  caused  its  people  not  only  to 
seek  to  be  exempted  from  the  burthens  of  the  Government,  but 
for  its  interest  have  the  other  industrial  interests  laid  under  con- 
tribution for  their  benefit  To  that  end  they  sought  bounties 
from  the  Treasury  and  an  exemption  from  duties  upon  imported 
salt  and  molasses.  In  pursuance  of  that  object  he  whom  they 
boastingly  called  the  pure  and  highly-gifted  Fisher  Ames,  spoke 
in  the  first  Congress  in  the  following  manner:— 

''  We  exchange  for  molasses  those  fish  that  it  it  is  impossible 
to  dispose  of  anywhere  else.  We  have  no  market  within  our 
reach  but  the  islands  from  whence  we  get  molasses  in  return, 
which  again  we  manufacture  into  rum.  It  is  scarcely  possible 
to  maintain  our  fisheries  to  advantage  if  the  commerce  for  sum- 
mer fish  is  injured,  which  I  conceive  it  would  be  very  materially 
if  a  high  duty  is  imposed  upon  molasses ;  nay,  it  would  carry 
devastation  diroughout  the  New  England  Statea     In  short, 
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unless  some  extraordinary  measures  are  taken  to  support  our 
fisheries,  I  do  not  see  what  is  to  prevent  their  inevitaole  ruin. 
If  instead  of  protection  from  the  Government  we  extend  to  them 
oppression,  I  shudder  for  the  consequencea  It  is  supposed  that 
the  fishermen  must  be  poor  if  they  are  not  able  to  bear  the  tax 
proposed.  I  contend  thA;  they  are  very  poor.  They  carry  on 
the  business  in  despair.  They  are  too  poor  to  live  where  they 
ore,  and  they  are  too  poor  too  remove." 

Notwithstanding  those  pitiful  representations  of  the  pure  and 
highly-gifted  Fisher  Ames,  we  read  in  the  fishing  history  of 
Lorenzo  Sabine  that  those  fisheries  were  prosperous  beyond 
example,  and  that  the  profits  to  merchants  engaged  in  it  were 
fifty,  sixty,  eighty  and  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  a  single 
season.  Persons  who  commenced  the  business  entirely  desti- 
tute of  capital,  shared  in  these  immense  gains  and  accumulated 
large  fortunes  in  a  short  period.  And  yet  those  bounties  and 
exemption  from  duties  has  remained  to  the  present  time.  By 
giving  the  enemy  aid  and  comfort  they  were  not  interrupted  in 
their  fisheries  during  the  war  of  1812.  Under  an  act  passed  for 
their  special  benefit  in  1793,  they  have  been  able  to  sell  their 
superanuated  vessels  for  many  fold  of  their  worth,  to  be  employed 
as  slavers.  They  have  enjoyed  monopoly  of  the  slave-trade  on 
the  West  coast  of  Africa,  and  are  now  enjoying  a  monopoly  of 
that  trade  on  the  East  coast  And  having  for  the  past  ten  years 
trespassed  upon  the  Canadian  fisheries  under  Government  pro- 
tection, an  umpire  has  awarded  that  the  Government  pay  five 
million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  damages. 

Those  fisheries,  and  its  handmaiden,  manufactures,  are  the 
founders  of  the  Republican  party.  That  party,  after  wading 
through  seas  of  blood,  have  converted  the  Union  of  sovereign 
States  into  a  nation — a  despotism,  like  Russia  and  Germany. 
They  have  converted  the  Union  into  a  Government  of  force  and 
fraud,  such  as  the  founders  of  the  Union  expressly  deprecated. 
They  have  got  the  iron  heel  of  despotism  upon  the  necks  of  the 
States,  just  now  relieved  a  little  from  "policy,"  but  to  be 
resumed  at  their  pleasura  They  have  thrown  not  only  the 
whole  burthen  of  the  Government  upon  the  agricultural  inter- 
est, but  the  burthen  of  paying  bounties  to  fisheries,  and  a  thou- 
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sand  millions  annually  by  way  of  misscalled  protection  to  manu- 
factures, thereby  increasing  the  production  of  those  manufactures 
three-fold,  while  agriculture,  instead  of  increasing  in  propor- 
tion to  population,  have  lessened  their  productions  four  hundred 
millions  of  dollars  since  1860,  and  have  exerted  a  like  injurious 
effect  upon  the  commerce  of  the  country.  They  have  created  a 
national  debt  of  thousands  of  mUlions  of  dollars  as  an  excuse 
for  the  imposition  of  high  duties  upon  imports.  To  perpetuate 
that  debt  they  have  worked  it  into  the  hands  of  foreigners,  who, 
by  way  of  interest,  will  ever  exhaust  the  coin  of  the  country. 

Boscoe  Conkliog  is  their  great  leader.  By  fair  or  foul  means 
they  intend  him  to  succeed  their  present  fraudulent  President 
He  boasts  of  the  great  achievements  of  the  Bepublican  party, 
and  says  it  has  a  further  mission  to  perform.  Doubtless  one 
object  of  that  mission  is  another  Canada  reciprocity  arrange- 
ment, which  will  bestow  countless  millions  upon  the  fishing 
interest  at  the  expense  of  those  of  agriculture. 

January  3rd,  1878. 
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HARTFORD  CONVENTION. 


Who  Called  it,  and  What  Was  Done. 


The  political  history  and  the  Congressional  record  will  show 
that  the  donoiinant  party  in  Massachusetts  were  very  bitterly 
opposed  to  the  acquisition  of  the  territory  West  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. Its  cession  therefore  to  Great  Britain,  or  its  conquest  in 
the  war  of  1812,  must  have  met  their  approbation.  Just  at  the 
period  that  Great  Britain  was  seeking  the  possession  of  that  ter- 
ritory by  conquest,  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  called  a 
special  session  of  the  Legislature.  The  reason  he  assigned  for 
doing  so  was  the  mismanagement  of  the  General  Government 
The  Legislature  met  on  the  8th  day  of  October,  and  appointed 
delegates  to  a  Convention.  Delegates  were  also  appointed  by 
the  Legislature  of  Ehode  Island.  New  Hampshire  and  Ver- 
mont having  refused  to  appoint  delegates,  they  were  appointed 
by  counties.    Maine  then  was  a  part  of  Massachusetts. 

The  Convention  assembled  at  Hartford  on  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber. They  sat  and  deliberated  for  weeks,  but  as  soon  as  they 
learned  that  the  British  ministers  had  consented  to  let  those  of 
the  States  dictate  the  terms  of  peace,  they  made  an  apology  for 
having  assembled,  and  then  dispersed  to  their  homes.  In  that 
apology  they  excused  themselves  for  having  assembled  at  all, 
and  thrust  the  resposibility  upon  the  Legislature  by  which  they 
were  appointed.  Some  of  the  action  of  that  Convention  will  be 
found  in  a  history  of  the  United  States,  published  by  the  Eev. 
Charles  A.  Goodrich,  of  Massachusetts,  in  1823.  One  of  their 
propositions  was  that  an  amendment  should  be  made  to  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  prohibiting  the  election  of  successive  Presidents 


THE  HARTFORD  CONVENTION.  169 

from  the  same  State,  it  being  aggressive  to  Massachusetts  that 
Washington,  Jeflferson  and  Madison  from  Virginia,  had  occu- 
pied the  Presidential  chair  twenty-four  out  of  the  twent-eight 
years  of  our  national  existence. 

Another  of  their  proposed  amendments  was  that  no  natural- 
ized person  should  be  eligible  to  sit  in  either  branch  of  Con- 
gress or  hold  any  office  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 
They  were  aggrieved  that  Albert  Gallatin  had  held  such  official 
position,  notwithstanding  he  had  fought  ](|^the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  had  been  one  of  our  most  distinguished  men  in  legis- 
lation, finance  and  diplomacy,  and  was  one  of  the  ministers  then 
negotiating  the  terms  of  peace  at  Ghent 

As  a  further  excuse  for  having  assembled,  the  members  of 
that  Hartford  Convention  asserted  that  at  that  most  critical 
period  the  Administration  had  committed  the  civil  and  military 
interests  of  the  nation  to  men  condemned  by  a  vast  majority  of 
the  people.  The  men  thus  denounced  by  the  Convention  were 
James  Monroe,  John  Q.  Adams,  Henry  Clay  and  Albert  Galla- 
tin, in  diplomacy  ;  John  Marshall  in  the  Judiciary  ;  and  Andrew 
Jackson,  Winfield  Scott  and  William  IL  Harrison,  in  the  mili- 
tary ;  and  Oliver  H.  Perry,  Wilson  Brainbridge  and  Stephen 
Decatur,  in  the  navy. 

That  Convention  also  complained  that  the  Government  bad 
left  the  sea-board  of  New  England  unprotected.  They  must 
have  been  aware  that  the  Chesapedk  had  been  sent  to  Boston  to 
protect  that  coast,  and  by  a  disgraceful  Yankee  trick  she  was 
captured  in  eleven  minuets  by  an  inferior  ship  of  the  enemy. 

All  this  can  be  explained  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  fish- 
eries was  then  the  great  interest  of  Massachusetts,  employing 
thousands  of  families  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people,  and 
that,  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag,  those  fisheries  pros- 
pered beyond  example  either  before  or  since  that  time,  and  it 
was  in  return  for  those  favors  that  that  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature  was  called,  and  that  Convention  assembled,  and 
twenty  thousand  troops  were  put  in  the  field,  and  the  capture  of 
the  frigate  Chesapeak  was  contrived. 

Those  fisheries  have  ever  enjoyed  bounties  from  the  National 
22 
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Treasury.  Their  imports  have  ever  been  admitted  datj  fre& 
By  a  special  award  the  Government  is  now  required  to  pay  five 
millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  favors  whi6h  those 
fisheries  have  enjoyed,  and  during  ten  years  under  a  Canadian 
reciprocity  arraDgement  they  enjoyed  privil^es  worth  millions 
each  year  at  a  correspondiog  sacrifice  to  the  interests  of  agricul- 
tura  At  his  great  speech  in  the  late  Bochester  Convention, 
Boscoe  CoDkling  boasted  of  the  great  achievements  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  exceedingi^at  of  all  others  in  history,  and  he  said  it 
had  an  uncompleted  mission.  AmoDg  those  unpandled  achieve- 
ments must  have  been  the  paying  of  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  1868  to  Massachusetts  for  the  twenty  thousand 
troops  she  put  into  the  field  in  181^ ;  and  among  their  uncom- 
pleted missions  must  be  another  Canada  reciprocity  treaty 
arrangement,  and  probably  the  paying  for  the  Massachusetts 
sailors,  who  were  the  instruments  used  in  the  capture  of  the 
frigate  Chesapedk, 
January  10th,  187a 


THE  RADICAL  PARTY.  171 


THE  RADICAL  PARTY. 


Its    "  Unparalleled    Achievements  "    and 
"  Unaccomplished  Mission." 


In  his  ambitious  aspirations  for  the  Presidential  chair,  Mr. 
Bo60oe  Conkling  boasts  of  "  the  unparalleled  achievements  of 
the  Republican  party,"  and  claims  for  it  an  "  unaccomplished 
mission."  Bj  a  technical  provision  of  the  Constitution  that 
P^r^y  got  possession  of  the  sword  and  purse  in  1861,  though  it 
had  received  but  about  one-third  of  the  suffrages  of  the  people. 
That  Government  then  only  possessed  a  commercial  sovereignty, 
the  civil  and  industrial  interests  having  been  retained  under  the 
sovereignty  of  the  States. 

One  of  the  first  unparalleled  achievements  of  the  Republican 
party  was  to  enable  the  General  Government  to  usurp  those 
reserved  prerogatives  of  the  States  which  they  had  enjoyed  for 
over  three-fourths  of  a  century. 

Another  of  those  achievements  was  to  pet  certain  of  those 
industrial  interests  at  the  expense  of  others,  and  at  the  expense 
of  that  commerce  for  which  the  General  Government  had  been 
created.  That  commerce  possessed  all  the  elements,  mental  and 
material,  to  exceed  in  enterprise  all  other  people.  But  to  favor 
certain  of  the  usurped  petted  interests,  Republicans  have  sacri- 
ficed that  commerce,  and  have  thrown  three-fourths  of  it  into 
foreign  hands,  and  thrown  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  out 
of  employment 

Another  of  those  achievements  has  been  to  favor  certain  of 
those  usurped  interests  at  the  expense  of  agriculture.    Agricul- 
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ture  is  the  great  source  of  National  wealth  here  as  elsewhera 
The  variety  of  climate,  fertility  of  soil  and  extent  of  territory 
would  enable  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciencies of  the  world  in  agricultural  productions,  and  to  defy 
competition  if  left  to  the  natural  laws  of  trada  But  having  been 
burdened  with  taxes,  bounties  and  tarifis,  and  embarrassed  by 
a  debased  and  fictitious  currency,  its  productions,  which  in  1860 
exceeded  that  of  all  other  interests,  is  now  reduced  to  about  half 
that  of  others,  and  has  thrown  at  least  two  millions  more  labor- 
ers out  of  employment.  Eussia  has  been  the  greatest  competitor 
of  the  people  of  the  States  in  the  foreign  produce  market ;  and 
now  that  she  is  about  to  obtain  the  free  navigation  of  the  Dar- 
denelles,  unless  this  bounty,  tariff*,  taxation  and  adulterated  coin 
policy  of  Eepublicans  shall  be  abandoned,  the  foreign  produce 
market  will  be  entirely  lost  to  the  people  of  the  States.  Then 
woe  to  the  farmer  who  is  in  debt  or  who  commences  without 
capital.  And  woe  to  another  million  of  laborers  thrown  out  of 
employment;  and  the  old  adage  will  be  realized  that  "  the  man 
"  will  be  lucky  who  can  secure  for  a  day's  labor  a  sheep*s  head 
"and  pluck." 

Another  of  those  unparalleled  achievements  is  through  boun- 
ties and  tariffs.  To  benefit  the  favored  interest  a  thousand  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually  are  taxed  upon  the  people ;  and  it  is  an 
unparalleled  achievement  that  such  a  precedent  should  be  se^ 
under  which  favors  may  be  bestowed  upon  petted  interests  lim- 
ited only  by  the  ability  of  the  people  to  bear. 

Another  of  those  achievements  is  the  establishment  of  a  gold 
currency  for  Government  pets,  and  an  adulterated  currency  for 
the  people.  And  it  is  remarkable  that  it  should  be  so  when  the 
States  are  one  of  the  greatest  gold-producing  countries  in  the 
world.  And  it  is  so  because  it  is  one  of  the  Bepublican  achieve- 
ments. 

Another  of  those  achievements  is  that  the  Government  pets 
are  exempt  from  taxation,  either  civil,  internal  or  by  tariff 

Another  of  those  achievements  has  been  to  convert  the  Gov- 
ernment into  one  of  force  and  fraud,  directly  in  opposition  to 
the  declared  intentions  of  those  who  made  it 
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Another  of  those  achievements  has  been  to  make  a  President 
of  the  United  States  not  elected  by  the  people. 

And  the  crowning  achievement  has  been  the  converting  the 
best  Government  that  Heaven  ever  blest  a  peoplf  with  into  the 
worst  among  civilized  nations ;  and  have  arrested  the  onward 
march  toward  which  civilization  and  Christianity  is  naturally 
tending,  and  made  wickedness  and  crime  rampant  among  the 
people,  and  honesty  in  a  money-trosted  official  a  great  rarity  in 
the  midst  of  surrounding  knavery. 

The  further  contemplated  mission  of  the  Republican  party  is 
only  partially  foreshadowed ;  but,  as  ^*  coming  events  cast  their 
shadows  before,"  its  future  mission  will  be  fraught  with  conse- 
quences quite  as  important  as  the  past,  and  it  will  be  well  for  the 
people  to  take  them  into  timely  consideration. 

January  17th,  1878. 
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gONKLING'S  BOAST. 


In  a  recent  speech,  Mr.  Boscoe  Conkling  boasted  that  the  peo- 
ple had  made  and  perpetuated  the  Republican  party,  and  that 
its  achievements  exceeded  that  of  any  other  party  in  history, 
and  that  they  would  stand  in  grandeur  when  the  other  occor- 
rences  of  the  day  would  be  utterly  forgotten. 

When  making  that  boast  Mr.  Conkling  knew  that  it  was  only 
one-third  of  the  suffrages  of  the  people  that  had  put  the  sword 
and  purse  into  the  hands  of  the  Republiban  party,  and  that  the 
use  of  that  sword  and  purse  had  continued  its  existenca 
Through  the  use  of  that  sword  and  purse  a  Union  of  sovereign 
States  had  been  converted  into  a  despotism.  It  was  in  favor  of 
the  continuance  of  that  despotism  that  Mr.  Conkling  made  his 
boastful  speech,  and  the  fact  that  the  mailed  heel  of  that  despot- 
ism had  been  raised  from  the  necks  of  certain  of  the  States, 
provoked  his  bitterest  denunciations. 

It  had  been  through  that  despotism  that  every  object  for 
which  the  Constitution  had  been  made  and  every  important  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  itself  had  been  violated.  It  is  only 
under  a  corrupted  despotism  that  through  a  Constitution  made 
to  establish  justice  a  Federal  Judiciary  could  be  made  the 
instrument  of  inflicting  the  most  grievous  wrongs.  That  not 
only  in  war  but  in  peace  such  judiciary  should  be  made  the 
instrument  to  compel  contracts  of  countless  millions  of  dollars 
made  in  gold  or  its  equivalent  to  be  paid  in  a  fictitious  paper 
currency. 

It  is  only  under  a  corrupted  despotism  that  a  policy  could  be 
adopted  that  would  make  the  few  enormously  rich  while  it  con- 
signed the  many  to  abject  poverty. 

It  is  only  under  a  corrupted  despotism  that  the  many 
should  be  taxed  in  order  to  confer  benefits  upon  a  petted  few. 
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It  is  only  under  a  corrupted  despotism  that  bond-holders 
should  be  exempted  from  taxation  while  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment should  be  imposed  upon  the  laboring  millions,  and  the 
bond-holders  should  be  favored  with  a  gold  currency  while 
the  laboring  millions  were  doomed  to  an  adulterated  fictitious 
one. 

It  is  only  a  corrupted  despotism  that  could  plunge  a  people 
into  a  disgraceful  war,  when  the  declared  object  and  tendency  of 
their  Government  was  to  insure  tranquility. 

It  is  only  under  a  corrupted  despotism  that  the  executive 
head  of  the  Government  could  be  made  to  usurp  the  preroga- 
tives of  Congress  and  plunge  the  people  into  a  deplorable  civil 
war,  and  when  that  executive  had  relented  and  sought  to  remedy 
the  evil  that  he  had  been  instrumental  in  producing,  to  cause 
his  assassination. 

It  is  only  under  a  corrupted  despotism  that  certain  interests 
could  be  petted  by  the  protection  of  others,  thereby  throwing 
millions  of  laborers  out  of  employment,  and  converting  them 
into  tramps,  vagabonds  and  criminals. 

It  is  only  under  a  corrupted  despotism  that  professed  states- 
men could  put  fifty  millions  of  dollars  of  the  public  money  into 
their  own  pockets  through  a  Credit  Mobilier  and  salary  grab. 

It  is  only  under  a  corrupted  despotism  that  the  Government 
could  be  induced  to  spend  countless  millions  in  the  making  of 
railroads,  and  then  bestowing  all  the  lands  adjacent  to  those 
railroads  upon  the  creatures  of  a  Massachusetts  incorporated  emi- 
grant aid  society — lands  equalling  in  extent  one-half  of  all  that 
comprised  the  States  at  the  making  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion. 

It  is  a  mitigation  of  that  despotism  that  Mr.  Conkling  so  much 
deplores,  and  it  has  been  under  the  protection  of  that  despotism 
that  all  the  great  evils  have  been  inflicted  upon  the  Union,  and 
they  constitute  the  achievements  which  Mr.  Conkling  truly  char- 
acterizes as  being  "  unparalleled  in  history." 

The  unaccomplished  mission  of  the  Republican  party,  aside  of 
another  Canada  reciprocity  arrangement,  is  the  building  of 
another  railroad  at  the  expense  of  the  Government  and  the 
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bestowal  of  the  adjacent  lands  upon  the  creatures  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts  Emigrant  Aid  Society.  In  view  of  that  object  coming 
events  cast  their  shadows  before.  A  fraudulent  President  is 
already  expressing  doubts  as  to  the  merits  of  the  late  civil  war. 
While  he  claims  impression  in  favor  of  the  North,  he  concedes 
equally  as  honest  impressions  in  favor  of  the  South.  Could 
there  be  another  Canada  reciprocity  arrangement  and  the  crea- 
tures of  the  Massachusetts  Aid  Society  get  another  empire  of 
land  along  the  contemplated  railroad,  he  would  give  the  South- 
em  people  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  This  of  course  would 
involve  the  assumption  of  the  Southern  war  debt  and  a  pension 
list  and  payment  for  the  emancipated  slaves.  Upon  the  principle 
that  a  national  debt  is  a  national  blessing,  an  additional  five 
thousand  millions  of  debt  would  be  a  great  favor.  It  could  be 
a  three-fold  blessing,  and  the  South  and  the  Nation  and  the 
Massachusetts  Aid  Society  might  appoint  a  jubilee. 
January  24th,  1878. 
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The  persistent  capture  of  hundreds  of  ships  and  thousands  of 
seamen  involved  the  United  States  in  war  with  Great  Britain  in 
1812.  In  that  war  the  Americans  captured  1,607  vessels,  in 
which  were  11,797  men  and  3,083  guns.  For  the  protection  of 
their  coast  the  Americans  built  four  first-class  frigates,  viz :  The 
(hnstitution,  United  States^  President  and  Chesapeah 

On  the  12th  of  August,  1813,  the  Constitution  captured  and 
destroyed  the  first-class  frigate  Ourriere^  receiving  but  little  injury 
herselE  On  the  3rd  of  January,  1812,  the  Constitution  captured 
the  first-class  frigate  Java^  again  receiving  but  little  injury  her- 
sell 

On  the  30th  of  October,  1812,  the  United  States^  without  much 
injury,  captured  the  frigate  Mascedonian,  it  being  one  of  the  best 
first-class  frigates  in  the  British  navy. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  1815,  after  having  completely  dis- 
mantled the  first-class  frigate  Endymion  and  compelling  her  to 
throw  her  upper-deck  guns  overboard  for  her  preservation,  the 
frigate  President  was  captured  by  a  British  fleet,  one  of  which 
was  a  razed  seventy -four. 

On  June  1st,  1813,  the  frigate  Cliesapeak  was  captured  in 
eleven  minutes  without  having  fired  a  single  broadside,  and  148 
of  her  men  having  fallen.  The  enemy,  after  firing  three  raking 
broadsides  across  the  bow  of  the  Chesapeake  took  her  by  board- 
ing— almost  their  only  loss  being  from  the  explosion  of  an  armed 
chest  upon  the  quarter-deck  of  the  Chesapexik  after  having  been 
boarded.  The  Chesapeake  but  partly  manned,  had  been  sent 
to  Boston  for  the  protection  of  the  New  England  coast  and  to 
stop  an  illicit  intercourse  with  the  enemy.  In  the  action  over 
half  the  crew  were  volunteers  from  Boston  who,  after  placing 
the  ship  in  position  to  be  raked,  ran  into  the  hold.  The  cap- 
23 
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ture  of  the  Chesapeak  was  a  forgone  arrangement,  and  the  Brit- 
ish ship  was  prepared  for  the  occasion,  having  beside  her  own 
crew  a  part  of  the  crews  of  the  Belpoide  and  Tiandos. 

The  capture  of  the  frigate  Preddtiit  was  under  very  suspicions 
circumstances.  In  a  harbor  where  thousands  of  vessels  were 
safely  passing  in  and  out,  that  the  pilot  should  have  run  the 
President  into  a  bar,  where  for  near  two  hours  she  beat  with 
great  injury  to  herself,  has  given  a  painful  suspicion  of  bribery. 
And  the  collection  of  a  British  fleet  at  that  particular  time  and 
point  would  seem  to  indicate  a  previously -arranged  preparation 
made  with  the  same  motive  that  influenced  the  calling  of  the 
Hartford  Convention  and  the  putting  the  Massachusetts  army  in 
the  field  upon  the  mere  fiat  of  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  he 
having  at  all  times  previously  refused  to  comply  with  requisi- 
tions of  the  Government,  as  will  appear  on  the  879th  page  of  the 
Dictionary  of  American  Biography  published  by  S.  G.  Drake,  of 
Boston. 

The  capture  of  those  two  noble  ships  was  made  to  facilitate  an 
illicit  trade  with  the  enemy  in  the  war  of  1812.  On  the  53rd 
page  of  Lorenzo  Sabine's  report  he  says  that  the  people  of  New 
England,  before  the  revolution,  carried  on  an  illicit  trade  with 
the  enemy  with  whom  England  was  at  war.  The  people  of 
Boston  carried  on  an  illicit  trade  with  the  enemy  in  our  late  civil 
war,  and  on  the  767th  page  of  Harper's  Magazine  for  '74  it  reads : 
**  It  is  to  the  disgrace  of  our  country  that  ship  loads  of  pistols 
**  were  smuggled  from  Boston  into  the  Confederacy  consigned  as 
**  lard."  And  the  people  of  New  England,  having  monopolized 
the  African  slave-trade  for  all  time,  have  carried  it  on  illicitly 
ever  since  civilized  nations  have  united  in  pronouncing  it  to 
be  piracy. 

The  Republican  party,  having  sprung  from  the  same  root  with 
that  New  England  interest  which  has  made  so  unenviable  a 
history  in  the  past,  it  is  not  surprising  that  its  modem  achieve- 
ments should  be  unparalleled  in  wickedness  and  crime.  It 
would  be  no  more  surprising  that  a  Republican  Congress  should 
pension  the  descendents  of  the  pilot  who  stranded  the  frigate 
President  and  caused  her  capture,  than  it  was  to  pay  Massachu- 
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setts  for  troops  called  into  the  field  by  the  Governor  alone  at  a 
time  when  the  Government  did  not  need  them  and  had  not 
called  for  them,  and  when  that  Governor  was  actually  making 
hostile  demonstrations  toward  that  Government 
January  81, 187a 
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DECLINE   OF  AGRICULTURE. 
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The  Cause  and  the  Remedy. 


In  Tucker's  Progress  of  the  United  States  it  appears  that  in 
1840  the  whole  productions  of  Agriculture,  Manufactures,  Com- 
merce, Mining,  Forest  and  Fisheries  were  $1,063,000,000,  and 
tliat  the  productions  of  agriculture  exceeded  all  others  by 
$562,000,000. 

In  McPherson's  Hand  Book  of  1872  it  appears  that  the  whole 
productions  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  in  1860  were 
$4,154,000,000,  and  that  tlie  productions  of  agriculture  were 
$2,447,000,000,  thereby  exceeding  those  of  manufactures  by 
$1,707,000,000. 

In  the  same  authority  and  the  Centennial  Oazelteer  it  appears 
that  the  whole  productions  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  in 
1870  were  $6,805,000,000,  and  that  manufactures  exceeded  agri- 
culture by  $1,728,000,000. 

In  the  same  authority  it  appears  that  in  1860  there  were 
4,600,000  laborers  employed  in  agriculture  and  manufactures, 
and  that  the  excels  in  agriculture  was  2,800,000. 

In  1870  those  industrial  interests  employed  7,975,000  laborers, 
of  whom  agriculture  employed  8,869,000  more  laborers  than 
manufactures,  while  its  productions  as  above  stated  were 
$1,728,000,000  less  than  those  of  manufactures. 

It  appears  from  the  last  Government  report  ujwn  agriculture 
that  the  products  of  agriculture  in  1876  were  $1,577,000,000,  to 
which,  if  the  annual  production  of  stock  were  added,  it  would 
make  the  productions  of  agriculture  about  equal  to  those  of 
186a 
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This  depression  of  agriculture  has  been  produced  by  the 
Bepublican  policy  of  having  the  General  Government  usurp  the 
prerogatives  of  the  States  by  interfering  with  the  industry  of  the 
country,  and  has  been  productive  of  all  the  wickedness  and 
crime  that  is  prevailing. 

To  restore  agriculture  to  its  normal  condition  and  to  remedy 
all  the  other  evils  under  which  the  people  of  the  country  are 
suffering,  the  whole  policy  of  the  Republicans  must  be  aban- 
doned The  first  important  step  just  now  in  that  direction  will 
be  the  passage  by  Congress  of  the  Bland  Silver  Bill  If  the 
foreign  bond-holder  does  not  choose  to  take  our  silver  in  pay- 
ment of  his  interest  he  can  take  our  agricultural  productions, 
while  the  farmers  would  prefer  the  silver  to  imports  upon  which 
they  had  to  pay  fifty  or  one  hundred  per  cent  duty  before  passing 
to  the  hands  of  the  consumer.  Could  our  farmers  be  relieved 
from  extortionate  duties  imposed  upon  the  imports  taken  in 
exchange  for  their  exports,  they  would  monopolize  the  produce 
markets  of  the  world,  and  thereby  double  their  productions  at 
home  and  give  ample  employment  to  those  who,  for  want  of 
such  employment,  have  become  tramps,  vagabonds  and  crimi- 
nala  Twenty  per  cent  upon  imports  would  be  sufficient  to  pay 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  our  Government,  and  all  other  expen- 
ses should  be  paid  by  a  tax  upon  property.  Patriotic  capitalists 
would  never  flesitate  at  the  adoption  of  this  policy,  and  should 
it  be  necessary  they  would  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  much  of  the 
accimiulations  of  a  life  of  industry  to  free  the  nation  from  the 
debt  that  is  oppressing  the  people. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  foreign  bond-holder  to  know  that  one 
of  the  objects  for  which  our  Constitution  was  made  was  the 
establishm^it  of  justice,  and  that  no  distinction  can  be  made 
among  the  people,  individually  or  collectively,  which  does  not 
violate  that  principle,  and  that  any  act  of  Congress  violating  that 
principle  is  void.  Therefore  they  cannot  complain  that  it  is 
either  dishonorable  or  unjust  that  in  currency  the  bond-holder 
should  be  placed  upon  a  par  with  him  who  labors.  It  is  an  evil 
that  our  national  credit  has  been  held  in  too  high  esteem  by  the 
foreign  capitalist    We  have  capital  enough  of  our  own  not  to 


182  FINANCE  AND  POLITICS. 

be  in  debt  to  the  foreigner,  and  we  should  blush  to  say  to  the 
contrary.  Were  our  debts  due  to  our  own  people  we  should  not 
be  compelled  to  exhaust  the  coin  of  the  country  in  paying  inter- 
est to  the  foreigner,  and  our  people  would  be  enjoying  a  specie 
currency  based  upon  a  firm  foundation. 

Let  Mr.  Hayes,  therefore,  sign  the  silver  bill  upon  its  passage 
by  Congress,  and  by  so  doing  do  something  to  atone  for  occu- 
pying a  chair  to  which  he  is  not  entitled.  And  the  conscious- 
ness of  having  done  that  great  good  should  render  him  indiflEer- 
ent  to  the  bowlings  of  Roscoe  Conkling  and  the  myriads  of  others 
of  the  same  kennel 

If  there  is  anything  unconstitutional  in  making  silver  a  l^al 
tender  to  bond-holders,  they  have  their  redress  in  the  courts. 
It  would  be  very  interesting  to  have  the  question  submitted  to 
the  President-makers,  Bltidley  and  Strong.  They  have  already 
had  the  opportunity  of  deciding  one  question  involving  that 
principle. 

February  7th,  187a 
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FEDERALISM   AND  DEMOCRACY. 


♦  •» 


In  Drake's  History  of  Biography  it  reads :  "  The  Goveraor  of 
**  Massachusetts  with  the  whole  Federal  party  of  New  England 
"  denied  the  right  of  the  Government  to  make  requisitions  upon 
"  the  States  for  troops  in  the  war  of  1812."  Federalism  was  then 
arrayed  against  Democracy.  Their  principles  were  a  consolida- 
ted despotism  on  the  one  side  and  a  Union  of  sovereign  States 
on  the  other — a  Government  of  the  sword  against  a  Government 
of  the  people — a  Government  of  fraud  against  one  controlled  by 
a  faithfully  observed  Constitution.  Such  have  been  the  party 
issues  during  our  whole  national  history.  To  deceive  the  peo- 
ple the  Federal  party  has  always  been  acting  under  false  preten- 
ses. It  has  adopted  a  variety  oi  aliases^  and  used  the  sword  as 
soon  as  it  obtained  the  power  to  do  so ;  and  shook  that  sword  at 
the  people  when  seating  a  President  in  a  chair  to  which  he  was 
not  entitled.  Having  thus  attained  their  object,  they  are  now 
boasting  of  their  "  unparalleled  achievements."  It  will  there- 
fore be  well  to  look  at  those  achievements  and  compare  them 
with  the  achievements  of  the  Democracy. 

In  1803,  when  our  Government  was  comparatively  out  gf  debt 
and  the  people  enjoyed  a  golden  currency,  a  Democratic  admin- 
istration for  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  purchased  a  territory  west 
of  the  Mississippi  almost  equal  in  extent  to  all  Europe  and  now 
containing  a  large  per  centage  of  the  United  Statea  To  that  pur- 
chase Federalism  was  bitterly  opposed.  They  called  it  paying 
tribute  to  France,  and  in  the  legislative  halls  and  caucus  and 
convivial  boards  they  shouted :  "  millions  for  defence,  not  one 
cent  for  tribute."    This  was  a  Democratic  achievement     Now  I 

« 

will  contrast  with  it  a  Federal,  alias  a  Kcpublican  achieve- 
ment; 
At  a  time  when  the  Government  was  thousands  of  millions  in 
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debt  and  the  people  were  doomed  to  a  depreciated  fictitious  cur- 
rency, a  Republican  administration  for  seven  millions  of  dollars 
in  gold  purchased  Alaska,  a  region  of  rocks  and  icebergs,  where 
everlasting  winter  prevails  and  where  vegetation  never  grows, 
and  where  civilized  people  will  never  live.  That  purchase 
was  a  tribute  to  Russia  for  her  smiles  in  favor  of  American  des- 
potism. 

*  The  maritime  principle,  which  was  one  of  the  objects  of  the  war 
of  1812,  has  since  been  adopted  as  one  of  the  laws  of  nation^ 
That  has  been  a  Democratic  achievement  Federalists  furiously 
opposed  that  war  and  that  policy,  and  even  made  common  cause 
with  the  enemy,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort 

They  were  instrumental  in  the  capture  of  the  noble  frigates 
Chesapeak  and  President  Though  containing  one-fourth  of  the 
wealth  and  one-eighth  of  the  population  of  the  country,  Massa- 
chusetts refused  to  contribute  one  man  or  one  dollar  in  support 
of  the  war.  On  the  contrary,  at  a  critical  period  of  the  war  the 
Governor  of  Massachusetts  denounced  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  assumed  a  hostile  attitude  to  that  Goveru- 
ment  by  putting  twenty  thousand  troops  in  the  field  and  calling 
an  extra  session  of  the  Legislatura  That  Legislature  called  the 
Hartford  Convention  to  which  they  appointed  delegates.  That 
Convention  denounced  the  Constitution,  for  under  it  Washing- 
ton, Jefferson  and  Madison  had  been  successively  elected  Presi- 
dents from  the  State  of  Virginia ;  and  under  it  such  a  natural- 
ized foreigner  as  Albert  Gallatin  had  been  allowed  to  hold  finan- 
cial, legislative  and  diplomatic  offices ;  and  under  it  an  embargo 
had  been  laid  and  a  war  declared  with  less  than  a  two-third  vote 
of  both  branches  of  Congress.  It  denounced  the  Democratic 
administration  for  its  appointment  of  men  to  civil,  judicial  and 
military  positions.  Now  these  men  stand  to-day  in  history 
not  second  to  the  most  distinguished  men  of  Greece  and  Rome. 

Among  the  crowning  achievements  of  the  Federal  party  in 
that  war  was  that  one  of  its  members,  a  resident  of  Massachu- 
setts, near  Boston,  a  college  graduate  and  a  theological  student, 
having  been  entrusted  with  the  command  of  two  thousand  five 
hundred  excellent  troops,  and  while  occupying  u  commanding 
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position,  surrendered  these  men  to  seven  hundred  Canadian 
militia  and  six  hundred  Indians  without  firing  a  gun  or  consult- 
ing an  officer,  and  left  the  property  and  women  and  children  of 
Detroit  to  the  cupidity  and  mercy  of  those  militia  and  savages. 

One  of  the  officers  of  that  surrendered  army,  in  an  official 
communication,  thus  expressed  himself :  ''  Basely  to  surrender 
"without  firing  a  gun — tamely  to  submit  without  raising  a 
"  bayonet — disgracefully  to  pass  in  review  before  an  army  as 
"  inferior  in  numbers  as  in  the  quality  of  their  troops,  caused 
"  sensations  which  I  trust  in  God  no  American  will  ever  havd 
"  occasion  to  feel  while  one  man  remains  to  defend  the  standard 
"  of  the  Union.  Even  the  women  were  indignant  at  the  shame- 
"  ful  d^redation  of  the  American  character,  and  all  felt  as  he 
"  shotdd  have  felt,  but  he  who  held  in  his  hand  the  reins  of 
"  authority." 

Now  let  us  look  at  Democratic  achievements  in  that  war. 
They  captured  over  1,600  of  the  enemies  vessels,  including  a 
score  of  their  war  ships  and  two  of  their  fleets.  They  defeated 
the  annies  of  the  enemy  at  Lundy's  Lane,  Chippewa,  Fort  £rie 
and  at  Baltimore.  They  drove  an  army  of  fourteen  thousand 
men  from  Plattsbuigh  into  Canada,  capturing  a  thousand  of 
&em,  and  closed  the  war  with  the  glorious  victory  of  New 
Orleans,  and  were  finally  permitted  to  dictate  the  terms  of  peaca 
In  that  peace  the  enemy  only  asked  for  favor  to  the  Indians, 
leaving  their  Federal  alUes  to  stand  with  Benedict  Arnold  in 
histoiy. 

February  21st,  1878. 
24 
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RADICAL  RULE. 


The  same  avaricioas  greed  and  want  of  patriotism  exhibited 
by  Federalists  during  the  war  of  1812,  have  characterized  them* 
under  all  their  aliases  ever  since.  But  up  to  1860  the  Democ- 
racy retained  either  the  controlling  or  restraining  power  in  the 
Government,  which  in  consequence  retained  the  reputation  of 
being  the  best  Heaven  ever  blest  a  people  with.  The  produo- 
tions  of  agriculture  then  exceeded  those  of  all  other  industrial 
interests  by  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars  annually,  and  under 
the  financial  policy  then  existing  was  susceptible  of  being 
increased  indefinitely  and  monopolizing  the  filling  of  the  pro- 
duce markets  of  the  world. 

In  that  condition  it  gave  ample  employment  to  all  the  stLrplos 
laborers  of  the  country.  Then  by  cunning  and  fraud,  in  which 
Benj.  R  Butler  and  Caleb  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts,  played  the 
most  conspicuous  part,  Federalists,  alias  Bepublicans,  obtained 
possession  of  the  sword  and  purse  of  the  nation,  but  not  by  the 
sufirages  of  the  people,  as  they  obtained  but  a  little  over  one-third 
of  those  sufiragea  That  sword  and  purse  has  been  used  to  perpet- 
uate their  ascendancy,  and  with  their  iron  heel  upon  the  necks 
of  the  people  they  have  adopted  and  pursued  a  financial  policy 
which  has  gratified  their  avaricious  greed,  making  the  few  enor- 
mously rich  and  the  many  abjectly  poor ;  and  by  reducing  the 
products  of  agriculture  two  thousand  millions  of  dollars  below 
those  of  other  industrial  interests  of  the  country  annually,  have 
thrown  two  millions  of  laborers  out  of  employment 

The  enormous  duties  imposed  upon  imports  has  done  much 
towards  giving  to  foreigners  a  monopoly  of  the  agricultural  pro- 
duce market  of  the  world,  and  the  accruing  events  in  Europe 
will  exclude  us  entirely  from  the  foreign  produce  market  unless 
Republican  financial  policy  shall  be  entirely  abandoned. 
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Rassia,  witli  facilities  for  producing  cereals  equal  to  that  of 
the  United  States,  has  been  our  great  rival  in  the  produce  mar- 
ket, though  she  has  suffered  great  commercial  embarrassments 
which  are  now  about  to  be  removed.  Agriculture  is  her  great 
industrial  interest,  and  receives  all  the  patronage  of  her 
Government  Agriculture  is  our  great  industrial  interest, 
and  is  made  to  suffer  every  embarrassment  our  Government  can 
impose.  It  is  taxed  fifty  per  cent  on  all  its  imports  taken  in 
exchange  for  its  exports ;  and  this  involves  fifty  per  cent  tax  on 
all  the  manufactured  productions  with  which  those  imports  com- 
peta  While  taxes  imposed  upon  agriculture  is  made  to  fill  the 
National  Treasury,  other  interests  are  exempted  from  their  tax, 
or  are  permitted  to  draw  millions  from  the  Treasury  by  way  of 
boantie& 

The  Massachusetts  fisheries  have  drawn  millions  from  the 
Treasury  by  way  of  bounties,  and  this  very  year  she  draws  over 
ninety -four  thousand  dollars  from  the  Treasury  on  the 
180,000,000  pounds  of  salt  she  has  used  in  the  curing  of  her  fish. 
She  is  equally  favored  on  the  millions  of  gallons  of  rum  she  dis- 
tills from  molasses.  She  is  equally  favored  on  all  the  imports 
she  has  occasion  to  consume  or  which  are  taken  in  exchange  for  her 
exporta  Manufactures,  which  in  1870  exceeded  $4,200,000,000, 
now  doubtless  exceeds  $5,000,000,000.  Fifty  per  cent  on  that 
would  pay  the  national  debt  in  a  single  year.  Allowing  one- 
balf  of  the  duty  protectively  imposed  upon  imports  operated  to 
the  benefit  of  the  manufacturer,  it  still  would  yield  the  sum  of 
$1,500,000,000,  an  appalling  sum  to  be  taxed  upon  the  people, 
and  an  appalling  sum  to  go  into  the  pockets  of  those  who,  with 
the  national  sword  and  purse  usurped  in  their  possession,  are 
eeeking  to  establish  a  despotism  here. 

Should  the  present  usurper  seek  to  perpetuate  his  dynasty, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler  and  a  few  dignitaries  from  the  penitentiary 
would  make  a  congenial  cabinet,  with  Bradly  and  Strong  for  the 
Judiciary.  Food  and  clothing  would  commend  a  couple  of  mil- 
lion of  tramps  for  the  military,  to  which  might  be  added  any 
desirable  number  of  colored  gentlemen.  Congress,  State  Gov- 
ernments and  elections  might  be  dispensed  with.     A  subsidized 
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press  and,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  past,  a  few  hundred  clergy* 
men  could  be  found  to  declare  the  change  to  be  ''  unspeakably 
glorious,"  and  an  evidence  that  "  Christ  was  about  to  establish 
His  kingdom  upon  the  earth." 

This  change  could  be  made  just  as  easy  as  it  was  to  seat  a  Pres- 
ident not  elected,  and  a  man  woidd  be  dependent  for  life  and 
property  on  the  powers  that  be.  The  change  would  be  sub- 
mitted to  with  great  unanimity. 

February  28th,  187& 
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SHANNON  AND  CHESAPEAK. 


Erroneous  History  of   the  Revolutionary 

"Naval  Duel." 


*^^ 


An  article  from  the  London  Telegraph  of  March  Ist,  1878,  pur- 
porting to  give  a  history  of  the  battle  between  the  Shannon  and 
Cheaapeak  '^  in  Boston  harbor/'  is  going  the  rounds  of  the  Ameri- 
can press,  from  which  I  make  this  extract,  to  correct  its  erro- 
neous statement : — 

"  The  following  challenge  was  sent  by  Captain  Burke,  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty's  frigate  Shannon^  to  Captain  Lawrence,  of  the 
United  States  frigate  Chesapeak :  '  I  request  you  will  do  me  the 

*  favor  to  meet  the  Shannon  with  her,  ship  to  ship,  to  try  the 
'  fortune  of  our  respective  flags.     The  Shannon  is  manned  by  a 

*  complement  of  800  men  and  boys — a  large  proportion  of  the  lat- 

*  ter.  I  have  sent  the  Terredos  away  beyond  the  power  of  interfer- 
'  ing  with  us.'  This  chivalrous  appeal  met  with  instant  response 
from  the  gallant  Lawrence,  and  the  Chesapeak  moved  out  from  her 
shelter  to  where  the  Shannon  awaited  her  coming.  Those 
watching  from  the  shore  could  see  every  detail  of  the  action 
that  ensued,  the  Chesapeak  conceding  to  the  British  frigate  the 
privil^e  of  firing  first" 

This  action  occurred  on  the  1st  of  June,  1813,  and  I  extract 

the  following  from  the  letter  of  Lieutenant  George  Budd  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  copy  which  I  have  before  me.    He 

was  the  only  surviving  officer  of  the  Chesapeak^  and  his  letter  is 

dated  Halifax,  June  15th,  1813 :    ''  At  3  o'clock  A.  M.  we 

*<  unmoored  ship  in  Boston  harbor,  and  at  meridian  made  sail  in 

^'  chase  of  the  British  frigate  Shannon.    At  half-past  4  in  the 

^  afternoon  she  hove  to  with  her  head  to  the  southeast,  and  at 
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*'  fifteen  minutes  before  6  the  action  commencecL  At  the  first 
^*  fire  Captain  Lawrence  felL  In  a  few  minates  we  fell  on  board 
^'  of  the  enemy  and  I  immediately  called  the  boarders,  and  I 
*^  found  the  enemy  had  gained  possession  of  our  quarter-deck, 
''  and  I  was  wounded  and  thrown  down  on  the  gun-deck.  I 
"  again  made  an  effort  to  collect  the  boarders,  but  the  enemy 
''  had  gained  complete  possession  of  the  ship.  The  Shannon 
''  bad  in  addition  to  her  full  complement,  an  officer  and  sixteen 
*^  men  belonging  to  the  Bdpoule^  and  a  part  of  the  crew  belong- 
"  ing  to  the  Terredosy 

On  the  880th  page  of  Robert  Gumey's  History  of  the  United 
States,  it  reads :  "  That  the  frigate  Shannon,  cruising  off  Boston 
"  harbor,  invited  an  attack,  and  for  that  purpose  Captain  Law- 
*'  rence,  with  a  crew  enlisted  for  the  occasion,  sailed  out  of  the 
"  harbor,  and  at  half- past  5  P.  M  engaged  the  enemy." 

On  the  838rd  page  of  the  Rev.  Charles  A.  Goodrich*s  History 
of  the  United  States,  written  at  Boston  in  1823,  it  reads :  "  Cap- 
"  tain  Lawreoce  had  just  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
*'  Chesapeak,  and  with  a  crew  chiefly  enlisted  for  the  occa.sion, 
'^  he  sailed  out  of  Boston  harbor  to  attack  the  British  frigate 
**  Shannon,  the  regular  crew  of  the  frigate  having  been  mostly 
"  discharged." 

On  the  582d  page  of  Drake's  American  Biography  it  reads : 
'^  Captain  Lawrence  had  been  but  a  few  days  in  command  of  the 
^^  Chesapeake  and  was  a  stranger  to  the  crew,  among  whom  a  dis- 
''  satisfaction  existed." 

On  the  480th  page  of  Appleton's  Biography  it  reads :  "  That 
"  the  struggle  between  the  Chesapeak  and  Shannon  lasted  only 
*^  eleven  minutes,"  although  in  numbers  and  weight  of  guns  the 
Chesapeak  exceeded  the  Shannon  by  twenty  per  cent,  and  the 
wind  being  southwesterly,  as  stated  by  Lieutenant  Budd,  the 
Chesapeak  had  the  weather-gage  of  the  Shannon. 

These  references  show  the  following  facts :  That  instead  of  the 
action  occurring  in  Boston  harbor,  it  occurred  five  and  one-half 
hours'  sail  at  sea. 

Instead  of  there  being  only  three  hundred  men  and  boys  on 
board  the  Shannon,  she  had  nearly  a  double  crew. 
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That  the  seamen  on  board  the  Chesapectk  were  moetlj  from 
Massachoaetts,  employed  on  the  day  of  the  fight,  who  with  every 
advantage  in  their  favor,  deliberately  gave  ap  the  ship  to  the 
enemy.  Their  brother  seamen  were  then  fishing  upon  the  banks 
of  New  Foundland,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag, 
selling  annually  fourteen  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  fisL 

April  11th,  1878. 
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A  SUBSIDIZED  PRESS. 


♦*♦» 


The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce^  one  of  the  moBt  respec- 
table newspapers  of  the  coantry,  suffered  in  the  general  degeneracy 
of  {he  times.  In  an  editorial  of  the  4th  of  May,  inst,  it  chai^ 
a  revival  of  the  income  tax  as  a  base  concession  to  communism. 
For  advocating  such  policy  a  respectable  Senator,  in  an  edito- 
rial of  the  8th  inst,  is  charged  with  being  a  demagogue,  and  his 
speech  just  fit  to  be  made  from  the  top  of  an  ash  barrel  in  Tomp- 
kins Squara  To  one,  who  for  thirty  odd  years  has  been  a  sub- 
scriber and  reader  of  that  paper,  such  language  sounds  remark- 
ably like  slang.  It  may  be  accounted  for  by  a  reference  to  its 
antecedents.  On  or  about  the  year  1858,  $4,000  of  the  Middle- 
sex mills  corruption  fund  was  traced  to  the  office  of  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce^  and  it  was  claimed  to  have  been  paid 
to  a  hired  commercial  editor  who  had  no  interest  in  the  paper. 
In  1862  that  paper  was  excluded  from  the  mails  for  having  called 
the  war  inglorioua  It  was  subsequently  restored  to  the  mails 
upon  condition  that  the  editor-in-chief  transfer  his  interest  in  the 
paper  to  that  hired  commercial  editor  who  had  shared  in  the 
Middlesex  mills  corruption  fund.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
is  not  surprising  that  an  income  tax  and  an  act  bestowing  upon 
the  people  a  currency  as  good  as  that  enjoyed  by  the  bond-hold- 
ers shoidd  be  considered  by  that  subsidized  editor  as  a  base 
concession  to  communisuL 

May  16th,  1878. 
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HULL'S  SURRENDER. 


^•» 


A  Perversion  of  History  and  an  Imposi 

tion  on  the  Schools. 


The  history  with  which  our  schools  are  now  supplied  imputes 
the  surrender  of  Hull's  army  in  the  war  of  1812  to  cowardice 
which  unmanned  him  for  the  time.  The  Rev.  James  Freeman 
Clarke  was  the  son-in-law  of  General  Hull  and  wrote  his  biogra- 
phy, in  which  he  says :  "  After  a  critical  examination  of  the 
•*  case,  the  charge  of  cowardice  becomes  incredible  and  absurd." 

A  few  days  before  the  surrender  of  that  army  three  of  the 
Colonels,  the  fourth  being  absent,  wrote  to  Governor  Meigs,  of 
Ohio,  stating  that  the  conduct  of  the  General  was  so  extraordi- 
nary that  in  case  of  last  resort  they  would  incur  the  responsi- 
bility of  divesting  him  of  his  command.  To  guard  against  such 
a  contingency  two  of  those  Colonels  were  sent  on  an  unimpor- 
tant detailed  duty.  In  forty-eight  hours  after  detaching  those 
Colonels,  the  army  was  surrendered  without  firing  a  gun  or  con- 
sulting an  officer. 

That  surrender  not  only  gave  up  an  army  greatly  superior  in 
numbers  and  in  the  quality  of  the  troops,  but  it  gave  up  the  city 
of  Detroit  and  the  territory  of  Michigan  and  a  portion  of  five 
hundred  Canadian  deserters  who  had  Red  to  the  States  for  pro- 
tection ;  and  in  the  official  communication  of  Colonel  Cass  he 
says  the  only  protection  they  received  was  a  passport  to  ven- 
geance. 

To  impute  that  surrender  to  cowardice  is  a  perversion  of  truth 
and  an  imposition  upon  the  schools.  It  was  the  treachery  of  a 
25 
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Massachusetts  GeneraL  The  sarrender  of  the  Chesapeak  was  the 
treachery  of  Massachusetts  seamen.  The  same  treachery  caused 
a  Massachusetts  Governor  to  call  an  extra  Legislature.  The 
same  treachery  induced  the  assembling  of  the  Hartford  Conven- 
tion at  the  fiat  of  that  Legislatura  The  same  treachery  induced 
the  people  to  mob  the  Hon.  Mr.  Widgerly,  one  of  their  Congress- 
men, merely  because  he  favored  the  war.  The  same  selfish  pol- 
icy that  prompted  the  treaty  in  1812  has  had  an  existence  ever 
since,  till  by  cunning,  force  and  fraud  it  has  obtained  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government,  and  is  seeking  to  revolutionize  it 
Any  opposition  to  their  usurpations  and  treacherous  policy  they 
are  pleased  to  call  commuDism,  and  they  are  demanding  troops 
to  protect  them  against  an  aggrieved  and  outraged  people. 
May  23rd,  1878. 
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FEDERALISM. 


♦  •» 


Federalism  of  1812  and  modern  Bepublicanism  had  the  same 
origin  and  objeets.  They  originated  in  Boston,  and  the  gratifi- 
cation of  avarice  and  ambition  has  been  their  object,  and  they 
have  sought  to  attain  that  object  without  regard  to  conse- 
quencea  When  the  country  was  involved  in  one  of  the  most 
justifiable  wars  ever  waged,  in  1812,  Massachusetts  Federalism 
refused  to  assist  with  either  men  or  money ;  on  the  contrary, 
made  common  cause  with  the  enemy,  giving  them  aid  and  com- 
fort, and  under  the  protection  of  their  flag  carried  on  the  most 
profitable  fisheries  in  their  history. 

An  army  entrusted  to  one  of  their  Generals  was  surrendered 
without  firing  a  gun  or  consulting  an  officer,  to  an  army  vastly 
inferior  in  numbers  and  in  the  quality  of  their  troops. 

One  of  the  finest  frigates  ever  put  afloat,  entrusted  to  Massa- 
chusetts seamen,  and  though  carrying  sixty-three  heavy  guns, 
was  in  eleven  minutes  surrendered  to  an  inferior  frigate  car- 
rying only  forty-nine  guns,  and  not  having  fired  a  single  broad- 
side. 

Another  most  splendid  frigate,  entrusted  to  a  Massachusetts 
pilot,  was  run  upon  a  sand-bar  and  captured. 

For  having  voted  for  the  war,  a  Congressman  barely  escaped 
from  a  Massachusetts  mob. 

In  a  message  hostile  to  the  United  States  Government  a  Mas- 
sachusetts Governor  called  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature. 
With  similar  motives  that  Legislature  authorized  the  calling  of 
twenty  thousand  troops  into  the  field  and  appointed  delegates  to 
a  Hartford  Convention,  which  assembled  and  dispersed  and 
sneaked  home  when  the  United  States,  after  a  series  of  victories 
both.by  land  and  sea,  was  permitted  to  dictate  terms  of  peace. 

For  those  twenty  thousand  Massachusetts  troops  thus  called 
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into  the  field,  fifty-four  years  after,  a  Congress  two-thirds  Repub- 
lican in  both  brauches,  paid  to  Massachusetts  out  of  the  United 
States  Treasury  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Can  proof  be  more  conclusive  of  the  identity  of  those  two 
parties,  for  does  not  their  whole  history  prove  the  same  fact  ? 
Again,  Massachusetts  capital  must  not  be  taxed  to  replace  to  the 
Treasury  any  portion  of  that  $650,000,  nor  to  pay  any  of  the 
enormoas  debt  their  policy  has  imposed  upon  the  nation.  Their 
60.000  annual  hogsheads  of  rum  must  not  pay  the  internal  tax 
imposed  upon  the  distillation  of  other  liquors.  The  imports 
they  consume  or  that  are  taken  in  exchange  for  their  exports 
must  not  be  charged  with  the  duties  imposed  upon  others.  Their 
wealth  must  not  be  burdened  by  an  internal  tax,  but  the  debts 
and  expenses  of  the  Government  must  be  imposed  upon  the 
industry  of  the  country.  To  oppose  their  policy  they  call  com- 
munism ;  and  speeches  made  by  statesmen  in  opposition  to  their 
policy  they  count  as  being  fit  to  be  spoken  '*  from  ash  barrels  in 
Tompkins  Square." 

May  30tb,  187a 
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MASSACHUSETTS    CORRUPTION. 


^•» 


In  bis  immortal  reply  to  Mr.  Hayne  in  1830,  Mr.  Webster 
frankly  admitted  that  the  local  interests  of  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts impelled  them  into  acts  of  treason,  wickedness  and 
crime  at  the  time  Great  Britain  was  wantonly  capturing  hundreds 
of  our  ships  and  thousands  of  our  seamen  and  forcing  them  into 
their  service,  and  also  during  the  war  which  consequently 
ensued  Those  local  interests  were  the  fisheries  and  the  distil- 
lation of  Boston  rum,  an  adjunct  of  those  fisheries,  and  the 
African  slave-trade  of  which  that  rum  was  the  main-spring. 
The  same  selfish  interests  to  which  was  added  a  desire  to  acquire 
the  public  domain  and  to  secure  special  favor  to  their  manufac- 
tures induced  the  people  of  Boston  and  Lowell  to  become  the 
founders  of  the  Eepublican  party  in  1856.  To  that  end  they 
subsidized  the  public  press,  contributing  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  the  New  York  IVibune  alone.  They  also  instituted  a 
huge  system  of  corruption  by  sending  William  W.  Stone  and 
others  to  Washington,  with  a  corruption  fund  of  countless 
thousands  to  influence  legislation,  and  thereby  secured  to  them- 
selves the  annual  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars  by  the  abolition 
of  the  duty  alone  on  imported  wool 

Through  their  corruptions  they  obtained  possession  of  the 
nation^s  sword  and  purse  in  1860.  With  them  they  have  con- 
verted the  best  Government  that  Heaven  ever  blest  a  people 
with  into  one  rampant  with  wickedness  and  crime,  and  have 
built  up  a  consolidated  Government  of  force  and  fraud  in 
the  place  of  sovereign  States  united  in  a  league  of  friendship. 

By  their  fraud  they  have  placed  a  President  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  not  elected  by  the  people,  and  are  now  shamelessly 
threatening  civil  war  should  Congress  succeed  in  ferreting  out 
that  fraud.    Through  their  policy  they  have  thrown  two  mil- 
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lions  of  laboring  men  out  of  employment,  and  a  subsidized  edi- 
tor of  a  once  respectable  paper  is  calling  for  Chinese  to  fill  their 
places,  and  demanding  Government  troops  to  hold  a  starving 
people  in  subjection. 
June  6th,  187a 
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REPUBLICANISM. 


A  Task  for  the  Future  Historian. 


♦  t» 


It  will  be  the  business  of  the  future  historian  to  ascertain  who 
were  the  authors  of  the  late  civil  war  and  what  were  their 
objecta  It  must  have  been  considered  remarkably  desirable 
by  the  authorities  in  Massachusetts,  for  though  they  would  not 
aid  in  the  war  of  1812,  but  on  the  contrary  made  common  cause 
with  the  enemy,  within  one  week  after  the  commencement  of  the 
civil  war,  though  commenced  by  the  fiat  of  the  President  and 
without  the  authority  of  the  constitutional  war  power  of  the 
Government,  their  troops  were  fighting  in  Baltimore  on  their 
way  to  lead  off  in  that  war. 

If  the  object  of  the  war  was  the  abolition  of  African  slavery, 
the  creation  of  that  slavery  had  ever  been  one  of  the  cherished 
interests  of  Massachusetts.  Their  rum  had  been  its  main-spring. 
Without  it  slavery  would  never  have  existed  in  this  country. 
Without  it  and  the  piratical  law  of  1793,  African  slavery  would 
not  have  survived  a  decade  under  the  Federal  Constitution. 
Without  those  two  causes  the  slave-trade  in  Eastern  Africa 
would  not  now  be  shocking  the  sensibilities  of  the  civilized 
world. 

If  to  avoid  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  was  the  object  of  the 
war,  a  desire  for  such  dissolution  would  never  have  existed, 
would  have  been  abhorrent,  had  it  not  been  the  object  of  the 
Republican  party  by  cunning  and  corruption  to  tax  all  other 
interests  under  contribution  for  the  benefit  of  the  Massachusetts 
fisheries  and  their  manufactures,  and  to  confer  upon  the  crea- 
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tnres  of  their  incorporated  Emigrant  Aid  Society  the  possessioa 
of  the  public  domain. 

If  to  have  the  commercial  and  diplomatic  sovereignty  of  the 
Government  usurp  the  civil  and  industrial  sovereignty  of  the 
States  had  been  the  object  of  the  war,  and  t^hey  had  attained 
that  object,  tyrants  throughout  the  world  would  have  rejoiced 
and  liberty  would  have  mourned  to  the  end  of  tima 

If  under  the  circumstances  the  result  of  the  late  elections  and 
those  soon  to  succeed  should  restore  the  Government  to  its  origi- 
nal principles,  it  will  be  one  of  the  grandest  achievements  of 
human  intelligence. 

Republicanism  had  corrupted  the  people,  making  wickedness 
and  crime  rampant  It  had  ruthlessly  wielded  the  sword  and 
purse  of  the  nation  for  fifteen  years,  and  had  its  iron  heel  upon 
the  necks  of  the  prostrate  States.  It  had  subsidized  two-thirds 
of  the  public  press  and  a  large  majority  of  thirty  thousand  clergy- 
men. It  had  the  control  of  a  hundred  thousand  corrupt  office- 
holdera  It  had  laid  all  other  interests  under  contribution  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Massachusetts  fisheries,  even  to  the  passing 
and  fostering  a  piratical  law.  It  had  laid  the  whole  country 
under  contribution  in  order  to  put  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars 
annually  into  the  pockets  of  manufacturers,  thereby  making  the 
rich  enormously  so,  and  spreading  abject  poverty  throughout  the 
land.  It  had  contracted  a  national  debt  of  thousands  of  millions 
of  dollars,  and  while  imposing  upon  the  people  the  burden  of 
paying  that  debt  with  its  accruing  interest,  had  exempted  the 
bond-holders  from  taxation  while  giving  them  a  currency  which 
was  withheld  from  the  people.  It  had  laid  labor  imder  contri- 
bution for  the  benefit  of  machinery,  and  by  its  general  policy 
had  thrown  millions  of  laborers  out  of  employment  It  had  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  creatures  of  incorporations  thousands  of 
millions  of  acres  of  the  choicest  of  the  public  domain,  exceeding 
in  extent  the  great  nations  of  Europe.  It  had  reduced  the  com- 
mercial capital  two-thirds,  and  the  agricultural  productions  one- 
half  what  it  would  have  been  under  an  unrestricted  commerce 
and  the  free  and  natural  laws  of  trade. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  that  the  people  of  this  country 
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should  have  elected  a  President  in  opposition  to  Republicanism 
by  a  nearly  two-thirds  vote  of  the  white  popular  vote,  would 
shock  public  credulity  were  it  not  a  notorious  fact  That  the 
people  should  submit  to  be  deprived  of  that  vote  by  fraud,  and 
should  patiently  wait  for  a  peaceful  exposition  of  that  fraud,  is 
certainly  creditable  in  them.  And  that  Republicans  should 
think  of  avoiding  such  exposition  by  threats  of  another  civil 
war  is  supremely  ridiculous. 

Republicans  have  got  unlimited  corruption  funds  which  they 
will  use  beyond  all  precedent  at  future  elections.  But  if  the 
people  will  spurn  those  funds  and  be  true  to  the  interests  of 
themselves  and  the  cause  of  freedom  and  good  government,  they 
will  restore  the  prosperity  of  the  country  and  set  a  glorious 
example  to  future  generations. 

June  13th,  1878. 
26 
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NOTES  AND  QUERIES. 


■  ■  m9m 


In  the  sometimes  interesting  replies  to  fabricated  inqnirieBi  a 
late  New  York  paper  says :  '^  The  passage  of  the  SilTer  Bill,  no 
*'  doubt,  injures  the  credit  of  the  country,  and  when  the  effect  of 
*'  it  reaches  the  laboring  poor,  as  it  is  sure  to  do,  they  will  Bxdbx 
"  from  it" 

In  an  editorial  column  of  the  daily  issue  of  that  paper  on  the 
5th  of  February,  1857.  it  reads :  "  The  duty  on  imported  wool 
'*  is  thirty  per  cent,  and  there  really  is  no  good  reason  for  thus 
"  heavily  taxing  the  every  day  wear  of  our  poor  laboring  classes 
"  to  give  protection  to  a  few  thousand  wool-growera"  For  that 
and  similar  expressions  that  editor  received  a  few  thousand  dol- 
lars  from  the  Middlesex  mills  corruption  fund. 

This  proved  and  admitted  fact  naturally  raises  the  inquiry : 
How  much  did  that  editor  receive  from  the  bond-holders  for  his 
zealous  opposition  to  the  payment  of  interest  to  theni  in  the  same 
currency  that  the  Government  had  provided  for  the  poor  labor- 
ing classes  ?  And  how  much  that  editor  received  from  the  fishery 
and  manufacturing  corruption  fund  for  his  zealous  advocacy  of  a 
Canada  reciprocity  arrangement,  which  would  place  the  oppres- 
sively-taxed agricidtural  laborers  of  the  States  on  a  par  with  the 
untaxed  laborers  of  other  countries  ?  And  how  much  that  edi- 
tor gets  for  a  tacit  advocacy  of  the  Republican  policy  of  count- 
ing the  number  of  threads  there  are  in  a  square  inch  of  doth,  to 
ascertain  how  much  more  than  fifteen  per  cent  tax  can  be 
imposed  upon  all  the  wearing  apparel  of  the  poor  laboring  dasses 
for  the  benefit  of  a  few  thousand  manufacturers  ? 

The  effect  of  that  Silver  Bill  upon  the  credit  of  the  country  is 
of  so  interesting  a  character  that  it  shall  be  left  for  future  con- 
sideration. 

June  27th,  1878. 
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THE  FORTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS. 


Taking  all  things  into  oonsideration  no  Congress  in  our  his- 
tory has  be^i  entitled  to  higher  commeDdation  than  the  Forty- 
loorih,  and  yet  none  has  been  so  bitterly  maligned  as  it  has  been 
by  the  subsidized  press,  both  secular  and  religious.  It  is  deserv- 
ing high  commendation  not  only  for  the  good  it  has  done,  but 
the  evil  it  has  prevented.  With  a  fraudulent  executive  and  a 
Bepublican  Senate,  and  a  bare  Democratic  majority  in  the 
House,  its  achievements  could  only  have  been  attained  through 
Che  expression  of  the  people  at  the  late  Presidential  election. 

The  triumphant  Democratic  popular  majority  at  that  election 
gave  courage  to  good  men  and  made  knaves  tremble.  It  was 
the  influence  of  that  election  that  raised  the  iron  heel  of  the  des- 
pot from  the  necks  of  prostrate  States,  and  enabled  a  Democratic 
House  to  make  the  repetition  of  the  act  a  penitentiary  offense, 
not  only  to  the  executive  who  should  order  it,  but  to  the  officer 
who  should  obey  such  order.  It  was  the  influence  of  that  elec- 
tion and  of  a  patriotic  popular  sentiment  that  induced  Congress 
to  pass  the  Silver  Bill  over  the  veto  of  a  fraudulent  executive, 
thereby  placing  the  rich  and  poor,  the  bond-holder  and  the  bond- 
payer,  in  respect  to  currency,  upon  a  par,  and  in  that  respect 
restoring  that  principle  of  justice,  the  establishment  of  which  was 
<me  of  the  most  important  objects  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
By  the  passage  of  that  act  Congress  has  given  a  check  to  the 
infamous  policy  of  transferring  the  Government  liabilities  to  the 
hands  of  foreignera  By  that  check  Congress  will  be  instru- 
mental of  saving  to  the  country  its  coin  instead  of  sending  a 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  annually  out  of  the  country  to  pay 
interest  to  the  foreign  bondholder.  By  that  act  of  Congress  the 
people  at  no  distant  day  will  be  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  same 
currency  with  all  other  civilized  peopla    By  the  action  of  Con- 
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gress  the  intelligence  of  the  country  has  been  roused  to  the  pro- 
priety of  imposing  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  upon  the 
wealth,  rather  than  upon  the  industry  of  the  country,  thereby 
hastening  the  payment  of  that  debt  and  removing  the  induce- 
ment for  creating  one  in  future     By  removing  the  inducement 
for  creating  a  national  debt.  Congress  will  give  a  check  to  the 
infamous,  corrupting  policy  of  Government  internal  improve- 
ment within  States,  the  cornipting  influences  of  which,  in  the 
purer  days  of  the  Eepublic,  required  the  vetoes  of  a  Jackson 
and  a  Polk  to  check.     Should  the  Forty-fourth  Congress  at  its 
next  session  carry  out  its  policy  of  imposing  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt  upon  the  wealth  rather  than  upon  the  industry  of 
the  country,  it  will  put  a  stop  to  the  infamous  policy  of  impos- 
ing fifty  per  cent  duty  upon  imports,  the  incidental  effect  of 
which  is  to  enable  the  manufacturers  to  add  fifty  per  cent  to 
their  five  thousand  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  annual  products, 
by  which  they  are  rapidly  monopolizing  the  wealth  of  the  nation 
in  addition  to  the  creatures  of  tlieir  corporations,  having  already 
monopolized  the  best  portion  of  the  public  domain.     By  the 
imposition  of  the  paj-ment  of  the  public  debts  upon  the  wealth, 
rather  than  the  industry  of  the  country,  will  stop  the  imposition 
of  high  duties  upon  imports  and  thereby  open  the  markets  of 
the  world  to  our  agricultural  products,  enabling  us  to  double 
those  products,  and   thereby  give  employment  to  the  whole 
industry  of  the  country,  and  restore  American  commerce  in 
Amercan  ships  to  its  former  prosperity.     We  shall  have  no 
more  corruption  funds,  in  comparison  with  which  that  of  the 
Middlesex  mills  was  but  a  drop  in  the  bucket     We  shall  have 
no  more  subsidized  editors  moaning  over  the  fact  that  a  thirty 
per  cent  duty  on  wool  should  tax  the  laboring  poor  for  the  bene- 
fit of  a  few  thousand  wool-growers,  while  they,  at  the  same 
time,  favor  a  duty  of  fifty  per  cent  upon  cloth,  thereby  taxing 
the  laboring  poor  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  thousand  manufac- 
turers.    But  the  crowning  act  of  the  Fourty-fourth  Congress  was 
the  creating  of  a  committee  to  ferret  out  the  facts  by  which  two- 
thirds  of  the  intelligent  people  of  the  country  have  been  defrauded 
out  of  the  fruits  of  their  suffrages. 
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Taking  all  these  things  into  consideration  it  is  no  wonder  that 
the  action  of  the  Forty-fourth  Congress  has  roused  the  maligDity 
of  the  subsidized  press.  It  will  be  a  wonder  if  their  bowlings  are 
not  increased  till  after  the  next  election.  It  will  be  a  wonder  if 
from  the  fruits  of  stealings  and  long  years  of  past  corrupt  legis- 
lation, a  corruption  fund  shall  not  be  created  exceeding  all 
precedent  Let  the  people,  however,  be  true  to  themselve,  and 
spurn  those  corruptions  as  at  the  last  Presidential  election,  and 
the  next  Congress  will  carry  out  the  policy  of  the  present  and 
will  restore  the  original  principle  of  our  Government,  and  profit- 
ing by  the  past,  the  United  States  will  make  a  bright  history  for 
centuries  to  come. 

July  4th,  1878. 
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INJUSTICE  AND  FRAUD. 


-♦♦♦■ 


The  Federal  Constitution  conferred  sovereignty  upon  the 
General  Government  over  the  commerce  of  the  country.  In  the 
exercise  of  that  prerogative  under  Republican  supremacy  it  has 
usurped  an  intermedling  with  the  industry  of  the  country,  dis- 
turbing it  and  throwing  millions  of  laborers  out  of  employment, 
and  the  patrons  of  that  policy  are  calling  for  Chinese  to  fill  their 
places,  and  for  troops  to  hold  the  millions  their  policy  is  starv- 
ing into  subjection.  The  sum  of  our  commerce,  including  both 
imports  and  exports,  is  over  one  thousand  two  hundred  millions 
of  dollars  annually.  To  use  that  commerce  as  a  disturbing  ele- 
ment to  the  industry  of  the  country  here,  necessarily  involves 
a  disturbing  the  industrial  interests  of  other  countries,  exciting 
the  people  to  communism,  and  requiring  military  interference. 

The  most  important  object  of  the  Federal  Constitution  was 
the  establishment  of  justice.  In  usurping  an  interference  with 
the  industry  of  the  country.  Republicans  are  making  the  most 
unjust  discriminations  in  the  duties  imposed  upon  imports,  by 
which  the  few  are  made  enormously  rich  and  the  many  abjectly 
poor.  While  hypocritically  professing  to  be  shocked  that  the 
laboring  poor  should  be  taxed  thirty  per  cent  upon  imported 
wool  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  thousand  wool-growers,  they  per- 
tinaceously  adhere  to  the  policy  of  even  counting  the  threads  in 
a  square  inch  of  imported  cloth  in  order  to  tax  the  laboring  poor 
with  an  almost  prohibitory  duty  on  all  the  cloths  they  wear  for 
the  benefit  of  a  few  thousand  manufacturers.  This  is  a  sample 
of  Republican  policy,  and  is  the  grossest  violation  of  that  justice 
which  was  a  prime  object  of  the  Union.  To  violate  the  object 
of  the  Union  is  either  to  dissolve  that  Union  or  is  revolution. 
And  yet  the  patrons  of  that  policy  have  not  hesitated  to  involve 
the  country  in  a  most  deplorable  civil  war  in  their  professed  love 
ior  <the  Union. 
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The  systematized  commerce  of  the  civilized  world  is  one  of 
the  most  ioteresting  of  haman  inventions.  Through  that  sys- 
tem bills  of  exchange,  and  not  currency  or  coin,  do  the  countless 
millions  of  commerce  between  nations  annually.  Through  that 
system  a  bill  of  exchange  can  be  drawn  on  a  cargo  and  sold  at  a 
premium  before  the  exporting  vessel  has  left  the  harbor.  For 
one  single  object  the  boasted  pure  and  upright  Fisher  Ames,  of 
Massachusetts,  procured  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1793  by  Con- 
gress which  totally  violates  the  commercial  system  of  the  world. 
That  object  was  die  African  slave-trade  with  all  its  contingents 
of  Boston  rum,  fisheries,  &c.  In  a  series  of  letters  in  1812, 
George  W.  Slocum,  American  Consul  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  gave  a 
history  of  the  operation  under  that  law  from  which  I  extract 
a  sample : — 

"  An  old  superanuated  fishing  vessel  sails  from  Boston  often 
with  nmi,  but  in  one  instance  with  water  consigned  as  wine  to 
James  Birkhead.  At  Bio  de  Janeiro  a  Portuguese  officer  and 
crew  are  taken  on  board.  On  the  coast  of  Africa  the  American 
crew  are  left  to  perish,  and  all  die  but  ona  A  cargo  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  slaves  are  taken  on  board,  and  the  vessel  pro- 
tected by  its  American  manifest  under  the  law  of  1793  from 
British  cruisers,  sails  uninterruptedly  to  the  Spanish  West  IndiesL 
In  irons  and  in  their  filth  one-third  of  those  n^roes  die  in  all 
the  horrors  of  the  middle  passaga  The  balance  were  landed, 
and  the  worthless  vessel  burned. 

For  exposmg  these  horrors  to  a  Massachusetts  Secretary  of 
State,  Oeorge  W.  Slocum  was  turned  out  of  his  office  and 
Edward  Kent,  of  Maine,  put  in  his  place.  Under  the  operation 
of  the  law  of  1793,  a  similar  traffic  is  now  carried  on  between 
Eastern  Africa  and  the  East  Indies.  Boston  rum  still  remains 
the  main-spring  to  that  slave  traffic,  and  a  million  of  gallons  is 
sent  annually  for  that  purpose,  and  its  export  price  is  only  one- 
half  of  the  internal  tax  imposed  upon  the  distillation  of  other 
liquors,  as  may  be  seen  by  our  official  commercial  reports.  It  is 
Bepublican  policy  to  exempt  the  annual  distillation  of  sixty 
thousand  hogsheads  of  that  rum  from  the  internal  tax  imposed 
upon  the  distillation  of  other  liquors.  To  continue  all  this 
Bepublican  commercial  policy  was  one  of  the  reasons  for  cheat- 
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ing  two-thirds  of  the  intelligent  voters  of  the  country  out  of  the 
fruit  of  their  suffrage.  To  continue  this  favorite  Bepublican 
commercial  policy,  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  subsidized  po- 
litical and  religious  press  of  the  country  howl  so  terribly  against 
the  investigation  of  the  frauds  by  which  we  have  a  President 
who  was  never  elected.  To  continue  that  favorite  Republican 
commercial  policy,  Republicans,  by  taxing  their  one  hundred 
thousand  office-holders,  and  drawing  from  the  fruits  of  their  steal- 
ings, will  create  a  corruption  fund  for  the  next  Congressional 
election  in  comparison  with  which  that  of  the  days  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex mills  company  will  sink  into  insignificance. 

If  our  laboring  millions  do  not  wish  to  see  imported  China- 
men filling  their  places  while  Government  bayonets  are  pointed 
at  their  bosoms — if  farmers  do  not  wish  to  see  their  products  ex- 
cluded from  froreign  markets  by  almost  prohibitory  duties  levied 
upon  imports  taken  in  exchange — they  will  spurn  the  corruption 
fund,  and  will  select  a  Congress  that  will  restore  the  original 
principles  of  our  Government,  and  instead  of  being  revolution- 
ized in  a  single  century,  will  enable  us  to  make  a  glorious  his- 
tory of  a  thousand  years  as  other  civilized  people  have  dona 

July  11th,  187a 
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UNEQUAL  ASSESSMENT. 


♦  •» 


It  is  a  salutary  law  that  in  no  instance  shall .  the  aggregate 
equalized  valuation  of  real  estate  bj  the  Supervisors  be  below 
the  aggregate  valuation  of  the  Assessors  of  the  county.  Every 
county  in  the  State  has  complied  with  that  provision  except 
Columbia  county,  where  the  equalized  valuation  of  the  Super- 
visors is  seven  millions  of  dollars  below  that  of  the  Assessors. 
As  a  consequence  the  State  Assessors  have  adopted  the  equal- 
ized valuation  of  the  Supervisors  in  every  county  except  Colum- 
bia, in  whiph  they  have  exceeded  the  Supervisors  valuation  by 
seventeen  millions  of  dollars,  and  exceeding  that  of  the  Asses- 
sors by  ten  millions,  thereby  imposing  a  State  tax  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  annually  upon  Columbia  county  and  upon 
property  it  does  not  possess.  The  Board  of  Supervisors  were 
notified  of  this  fact  by  the  State  Comptroller,  as  will  appear  on 
the  46th  page  of  their  late  published  proceedings.  With  a  full 
knowledge  of  this  fact  the  late  and  present  Supervisor  of  Hills- 
dale associated  with  the  Assessors  in  reporting  to  the  State 
Assessors  that  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  real  estate  in  Hills- 
dale was  twenty  per  cent  below  the  requirement  of  the  law.  As 
a  consequence  the  town  Assessors  have  been  compelled  to  raise 
their  valuation  on  real  estate  twenty -five  per  cent,  and  the 
Supervisor  who  was  the  author  of  this  necessity  now  dictates  the 
assessors  without  regard  to  circumstances  to  raise  the  valuation 
on  personal  property  twenty-five  per  cent  This  action  of  the 
Supervisor  makes  it  interesting  to  inquire  into  his  antece- 
denta 

In  1876  he  was  an  Assessor  himself,  and  his  own  farm  that 

recently  cost  him  one  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  per  acre  he 

assessed  at  thirty  dollars  per  acre,  and  assessing  less  acres  than 

his  deed  specified.    On  personal  property  he  assessed  some  one- 

27 
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third,  some  two-thirds  and  some  in  full  on  the  amount  of  prop- 
erty they  reported  themselves  that  they  possessed  subject  to 
taxation.  He  went  through  the  farce  of  swearing  socne  of  his 
friends,  and  he  assessed  one  of  them  just  one-third  of  what  he 
swore  he  possessed,  and  I  feel  quite  sure  that  those  oaths  have 
not  been  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk  as  the  law  requires.  To 
such  an  assessment  roll  he  has  fixed  his  attestation  which,  if 
not  true,  is  declared  by  the  statute  to  be  perjury.  The  yaluatioQ 
of  his  own  real  estate  is  twenty  per  cent  below  the  requirements 
of  the  law  with  a  vengeance.  To  add  a  uniform  twenty-five 
per  cent  to  the  personal  property  upon  his  basis  of  valuation 
would  be  an  extraordinary  piece  of  justioa 

A  late  legislative  bureau  in  Massachusetts  reported  that  wick- 
edness and  crime  is  rampant  in  our  nation  beyond  all  precedent, 
and  that  it  is  a  rare  exception  to  find  an  honest  man  in  office. 
The  reason  is  plain.  Men  in  office  do  not  represent»the  intelli- 
gence of  the  people,  but  are  the  representatives  of  corruption 
funds,  from  the  President  down.  It  is  emphatically  so  in  the 
town  of  Hillsdale,  and  it  might  be  well  to  put  the  proof  in  the 
hands  of  the  District  Attorney  to  be  laid  before  the  Grand  Jury. 
Their  action  might  not  only  lead  to  a  more  just  system  of  assess- 
ment of  property,  but  do  much  to  correct  the  corruption  of  the 
ballot-box,  and  some  individuals  may  be  made  to  render  to 
the  people  better  service  in  Sing  Sing  than  they  do  in  an  official 
position.  An  example  in  Columbia  county  might  do  much  to 
purify  the  nation,  and  it  might  be  to  the  immortal  honor  of 
every  Grand  Juror  who  should  take  action  upon  that  subject 
It  was  not  long  since  stated  in  the  Columbia  Bepublican  that  the 
time  was  when  the  corruption  of  the  ballot-box  was  as  rare  as 
murder.  The  action  of  the  Grand  Jury  can  do  much  to  restore 
that  state  of  things  again  and  thereby  purify  the  nation,  and 
restore  its  prosperity,  and  give  employment  to  industry,  and 
open  unrestricted  markets  to  the  agricultural  products  of  the 
country,  and  give  a  salutary  check  to  the  credit  of  the  nation,  so 
that  nabobs  shall  fear  the  people  and  hesitate  to  take  stock  to 
pay  debts  created  by  thieves  or  contracted  by  a  Government  not 
elected  by  the  people. 

July  18th,  1878- 
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THE  PARTY  OF  FRAUD. 


♦  •» 


The  birth  of  the  Bepublican  party  in  1856  was  aocompanied 
hj  an  endorsemeat  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the 
New  York  THbune,  which  for  the  previous  fourteen  years  had 
been  ran  upon  a  capital  of  only  ten  thousand  dollars.  With 
equal  liberality  a  majority  of  the  political  and  religious  press 
was  subsidized.  The  policy  of  the  party  was  to  put  politically 
a  corraption  fund  against  the  iDtelligence  of  the  people,  of  which 
the  Middlesex  Mills  Congressional  investigation  showed  a  sam- 
ple That  policy  got  the  ascendency  in  1860  and  retained  that 
ascendency  till  1876  by  sheer  bribery,  and  since  that  time  has 
retained  that  ascendency  by  fraud.  A  Congressional  oomraittee 
is  now  exposing  that  fraud,  and  a  Congressional  election  is 
approaching  upon  which  may  depend  the  future  liberties  of  the 
people  and  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  tlie  country  for  all 
time.  These  circumstances  have  given  the  New  York  Tribune 
political  hydrophobia,  and  its  satelites  are  beginning  to  exhibit 
symptoms  of  the  same  disease.  Their  ravings  in  trying  to 
belittle  the  black  corruptions  unveiled  by  the  Congressional 
committee  is  too  apparent  to  be  worthy  of  notice  here  ;  bui  their 
attempt  to  infuse  their  virus  among  the  people  by  falsehood  is 
deserving  public  attention.  In  spite  of  corruption  and  fraud  the 
Democracy,  through  the  intelligence  of  the  people,  have  a 
small  majority  in  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  and  the  subsi- 
dized Bepublican  press  is  trying  to  fix  upon  that  majority  all 
the  corruptions  and^evils  under  which  the  nation  is  suffering. 
In  a  late  number  of  their  weak  organ  in  this  county  it  reads  : 
"  This  year's  appropriations  by  Congress  are  $58,000,000  more 
'*  than  last  year.  The  Democratic  House  held  back  all  the  bills 
"  aiming  at  economy  until  the  last  moment  when  it  was  too  late 
"  for  the  Senate  to  do  anything  with  them.'* 
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The  facts  are  that  most  of  the  appropriation  bills  were  passed 
April  27th,  and  May  6th,  7th  and  14th.  The  civil  appropria- 
tion, in  order  to  cover  accruing  expenses  as  is  always  the  case, 
was  delayed  till  near  the  close  of  the  session.  It  passed  on  the 
19th  and  Congress  adjourned  on  the  20th  of  Juna  Nearly  all 
those  appropriations  were  made  to  pay  the  expenses  of  a  fraada- 
lent  Republican  executive,  and  were  $16,000,000  less  than  that 
executive  called  for,  and  were  over  $11,000,000  more  than  they 
would  have  been  had  it  not  been  for  the  action  of  the  Senata 
Of  those  appropriations  $8,000,000  was  to  pay  a  Bepublican  in- 
ternal improvement  bill,  which  is  one  of  their  greatest  engines  of 
corruption.  Another  was  to  pay  $5,500,000  fishery  commission, 
an  interest  out  of  which  the  greatest  evils  in  our  country  have 
grown,  even  slavery  itsell  Some  millions  were  appropriated  in 
paying  for  the  employment  of  Government  ships  in  protecting 
that  fishing  interest  in  its  encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  another  nation.  Over  $11,500,000  was  appropriated 
to  pay  for  the  deficiency  expenditures  of  a  Republican  execu- 
tive. 

The  best  criterion  to  judge  between  Democratic  and  Republi* 
can  economy  is  by  reference  to  our  financial  history.  For  sev- 
enty odd  years  previous  to  1860,  Democrats  had  either  a  con- 
trolling or  restraining  power  in  our  nation.  All  the  Govern- 
ment expenditures  in  1860  were  $60,056,754,  whereas  the 
Government  expenditures  in  1877  were  $157,200,833,  to  which 
has  to  be  added  now  $120,000,000  interest  on  the  public  debt 
In  connection  with  this  showing  it  is  instructive  to  look  back 
upon  Republican  professions  before  they  got  the  control  of  tbe 
National  Treasury.  The  6th  resolution  in  the  platform  of  prin^ 
ciple  in  the  Republican  National  Convention  of  1860  reads  as 
follows :  "  The  people  justly  view  with  alarm  the  reckless 
'^  extravagance  which  prevades  every  department  of  the  Federal 
"  Government,  that  a  return  to  rigid  economy  and  accountability 
"is  indispensible.  Fraud  and  plunder  show  that  an  entire 
"  change  of  administration  is  imperatively  demanded."  Who 
can  now  read  that  resolution  and  look  back  upon  Republican 
history  since  and  avoid  laughing,  unless  a  disposition  to  weep 
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ahoold  interpose.  Citizens  of  the  United  States,  if  you  love 
your  countiy,  if  you  love  liberty,  if  you  love  humanity,  do  not 
let  a  oorruption  fund  triumph  at  the  coming  Congressional 
election. 

July  25th,  187& 
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THE  SWORD  AND  PURSE. 


"We  have  already  noticed  that  by  the  compromise  of  1850,  in 
which  such  men  as  Henry  Clay  and  Daniel  Webster  were  actors, 
our  Qovernment  was  restored  to  its  original  principles.  Industiy 
then  had  ample  employment  The  products  of  agriculture 
exceeded  all  others  by  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars.  Its  sur- 
plus was  exported  to  foreign  countries,  subject  to  no  commercial 
restrictions  on  imports  taken  in  exchange.  The  people  were 
comparatively  free  from  debt,  National,  State  or  CJorporate,  and 
the  corruption  of  the  ballot-box  was  as  rare  as  murder.  History, 
after  the  experience  of  over  half  a  century,  pronounced  a  Fede- 
ral Constitution  to  be  wise  above  the  age  in  which  it  was  written, 
and  the  Government  under  it  the  best  that  Heaven  had  ever  blest 
a  people  with.  But  there  was  a  certain  uneasy  set  of  individu- 
als who  denounced  that  Constitution  as  "  a  covenant  with  hell," 
and  the  flag  of  the  country  as  '^  hate's  polluted  rag."  By  unit- 
ing with  certain  mercenary  interests  in  1856  they  formed  the 
Bepublican  party  with  a  huge  corruption  fund,  as  was  proved 
the  succeeding  year  before  a  Congressional  committee  and  by 
the  testimony  of  William  W.  Stone,  one  of  the  agents  employed 
to  distribute  that  fund  among  Congressmen  and  editors  and  cer- 
tain of  the  people.  They  subsidized  the  public  press,  both 
political  and  religious,  bestowing  upon  the  New  York  Tribune 
alone  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  stated  in  the  Columbia 
Bepublican  of  July  8rd,  1866L  Through  these  facilities  they  got 
possession  of  the  sword  and  purse  of  the  nation  by  the  election 
of  1860,  and  not  by  the  suffrages  of  the  people,  but  by  a  techni- 
cal provision  of  law  which  conferred  upon  them  that  sword  and 
purse  by  a  one-third  vote.  By  force  or  fraud  they  have  retained 
possession  of  that  sword  and  purse  to  the  present  time,  using 
them  at  their  pleasure  to  menace  or  force  or  corrupt  the  people 
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And  through  those  means  to  retain  that  possession,  notvrith- 
Btanding  two-thirds  of  the  intelligent  votes  of  the  people  were 
given  against  them  in  1876. 

Within  sixty  days  after  obtaining  possession  of  that  sword 
and  parse  they  involved  the  nation  in  a  lamentable  civil  war, 
the  merits  of  which  their  present  fraudulent  President  admits  to 
be  in  doubt  They  have  made  the  sword  and  purse  the  funda- 
mental law  of  the  nation,  and  not  only  treated  the  Constitution 
as  a  rope  of  sand,  but  have  violated  every  object  for  which  that 
Constitution  was  made.  Their  sword  and  purse  has  usurped 
that  State  sovereignty  which  was  reserved  in  the  articles  of  the 
Confederation  and  was  one  of  the  objects  which  the  Constitu- 
tion was  made  to  perfect  The  sword  and  purse  has  been  sub- 
stituted for  that  justice  which  the  Constitution  was  made  to 
establish.  Tbey  have  been  used  to  institute  civil  war  in  the 
place  of  that  domestic  tranquility  that  the  Constitution  was 
made  to  insure.  They  have  been  used  to  derange  the  whole 
industry  of  the  country,  when  one  object  of  the  Constitution 
was  to  promote  the  general  welfare.  They  have  been  used  to 
make  our  Government  one  of  force  and  fraud  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  declared  object  of  those  who  made  it 

Through  Republican  policy,  every  man's  property  is  mort- 
gaged to  pay  debts.  National,  State  or  Corporate,  of  ten  thousand 
millions  of  dollars,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  thousand  bond- 
holders whose  property  to  the  amount  of  thousands  of  millions 
is  exempted  from  taxation.  It  is  Republican  policy  to  impose 
a  duty  of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent  upon  two-thirds  of 
the  imports  of  the  country,  throwing  the  burden  of  those  dudes 
upon  the  industries  of  the  country  and  the  returns  for  agricul- 
tural products  exported  It  is  Republican  policy  to  exempt  one- 
third  of  the  imports  of  the  country  from  any  duties  at  all  for  the 
benefit  of  a  few  thousand  manufacturers.  It  is  the  policy  of 
Republicans  to  impose  enormous  duties  upon  certain  imports 
that  a  few  thousand  manufacturers  may  charge  corresponding 
prices  on  their  five  thousand  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  their 
annual  productions,  thereby  bestowing  upon  them  a  thousand 
millions  of  dollars  annually  to  which  they  are  not  entitled  and 
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whicli  they  can  invest  in  untaxed  bonds,  or  corrupt  corporations, 
or  a  fund  to  corrupt  the  ballot-box,  or  control  men  in  offica  It 
is  Bepublican  policy  to  bestow  upon  corrupt  corporations  all  of 
the  desirable  public  domain,  thereby  depriving  the  Government 
of  that  source  of  revenue  and  giving  to  those  corporations  the 
political  control  of  the  newly-formed  States,  and  compelling  set- 
tlers to  pay  from  three  to  ten  dollars  per  acre  for  land,  instead  of 
one  dollar  and  a  quarter,  fixed  by  Congress. 

From  this  policy  the  products  of  agriculture  has  been  reduced 
so  that  instead  of  being  a  thousand  millions  more  than  that  of 
all  others,  it  is  over  a  thousand  millions  annually  less  than  all 
others.  It  has  thrown  the  commerce  of  the  country  into  foreign 
ships,  and  has  thrown  millions  of  laborers  out  of  employment^  and 
they  are  calling  for  Chinese  to  fill  their  places.  When  they  have 
attained  that  object,  who  can  doubt  that  the  sword  and  purse  and 
millions  of  negro  and  Chinese  suffrages  will  ever  after  be  the  con- 
trolling  power  in  the  nation  7  The  objections  they  now  suggest 
against  Chinese  suffrages  will  be  but  as  cobwebs  against  their 
future  policy.  Conscious  that  the  next  Congressional  election 
may  determine  the  future  of  their  policy  and  be  decisive  of  the 
weal  or  woe  of  the  nation,  they  have  already  commenced  the 
establishment  of  a  corruption  fund  by  laying  all  the  officers  of  a 
fraudulent  administration  under  contributions ;  and  their  subsi- 
dized press  is  banning  to  wail  in  all  the  fury  of  political  hydro- 
phobia in  order  to  infuse  their  virus  among  the  people.  If,  dis- 
r^arding  their  political  howling,  and  spuming  their  corruption 
fund,  the  people  shall  carry  out  the  patriotic  precedent  of  1876, 
the  prosperity  of  our  country  will  be  restored  and  we  may  yet 
make  a  glorious  history  in  the  future. 

August  8th»  1878. 
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That  mysterious  Providence  that  spoke  the  worid  into  exist- 
ence gave  to  man  a  fallen,  selfish  disposition  through  which  he 
has  sought  the  gratification  of  his  appetites,  without  regard  to  the 
interests  or  sufferings  of  others.  Inspiration  teaches,  however,  that 
through  Divine  aid  properly  sought  that  disposition  can  be  over- 
come and  that  nature  changed,  and  through  such  change  the 
choicest  enjoyments  of  life  can  be  obtained.  That  change  from 
selfishness  to  universal  love  constitutes  the  whole  Christian  char- 
acter— the  whole  of  religion  is  its  purity,  and  in  the  language  of 
St  Paul  "  all  else  is  a  sounding  brass  and  a  tinkling  cymbal." 
The  patriotic  men  who  made  our  Federal  Constitution,  left  on 
record  the  declaration  that  that  pure  and  pefect  religion  must  be 
the  support  of  our  Government,  and  not  force  and  fraud  like 
most  other  Governments.  For  over  three-fourths  of  a  century 
the  reflex  influence  of  a  pure  and  perfect  religion  made  our 
Government  to  be  the  pride  of  nations  and  the  hope  of  the 
world. 

In  1856  the  Eepublican  party  sprang  into  existenca  "William 
Lloyd  Garrison,  one  of  its  founders,  had  inscribed  on  his  banner 
that  the  Constitution  was  a  ** covenant  with  helL"  .Horace 
Greeley,  another  of  its  founders,  sung  in  the  columns  of  his 
paper  that  our  national  flag  was  "  hate's  polluted  rag."  The 
owners  of  fishing  capital,  who  had  amassed  countless  millions  of 
wealth  through  bounties,  Boston  rum  and  the  slave-trade,  were 
others  of  its  founders.  The  members  of  a  Massachusetts  incor- 
porated emigrant  aid  society,  who  were  endeavoring  to  get  pos- 
session of  the  public  domain,  were  others  of  its  founders.  A 
few  thousand  manufacturers,  who  sought  to  lay  the  whole  coun- 
try under  contribution  by  a  system  of  tariff  duties  which  should 
impose  immense  burthens  upon  the  industry  of  the  country, 
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while  exempting  capital  from  those  burdens  by  a  free  list,  werd 
others  of  its  founders.  Such  men,  of  course,  would  ignor  a  pore 
and  perfect  religion  and  substitute  avarice,  that  root  of  all  evil, 
in  its  place.  We  have  already  shown  that  they  subsidized  the 
public  press,  expending  over  a  million  dollars  on  one  nngle 
leading  paper.  "We  have  already  shown  that  they  created  a  huge 
corruption  fund,  and  sent  out  such  men  as  William  W.  Stone 
for  its  distribution  among  Congressmen,  editors  and  certain  of 
the  people.  I  will  now  proceed  to  show  how  they  sabaidissed 
the  pulpit 

In  the  New  York  Christian  AdvoccUe  of  June  18th,  1878,  it 
reads :  "  Before  the  war  if  a  minister  said  anything  about  pc^- 
"  tics  he  was  supposed  to  have  brought  a  lasting  disgrace  upon 
"  the  cloth.  But  the  war  has  emancipated  the  clei^gy."  In  the 
New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  of  February  5th,  1857,  it  reads : 
**  The  clergy  have  used  their  pulpits  to  advance  the  interests  of 
**  the  Republican  party,  and  the  half  has  not  been  told,  and  the 
"  Methodist  clergy  were  the  worst  of  alL"  From  this  it  appears 
that  the  clergy  did  not  wait  for  the  war  to  emancipate  them. 
They  must  date  that  emancipation  from  the  birth  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  the  inspiration  of  its  corruption  funda  For  the 
church  property  at  that  date  was  only  $88,000,000.  Whereas  it 
grew  in  a  short  time  to  $1,000,000,000,  as  shown  in  the  last 
annual  message  of  President  Grant,  who  thought  it  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  great  alarm  and  of  national  conoem.  And  that  ten-fold 
increase  occurred  when  one-half  the  wealth  of  the  nation  was 
being  expended  in  the  civil  war.  A  few  examples  must 
suffice  to  show  the  efiect  of  that  corruption  fund  upon  the 
clergy. 

In  1863  the  civil  war  was  raging,  upon  the  merits  of  which 
our  present  President  admits  that  good  men  may  honestly 
differ.  The  New  York  Annual  Conference,  composed  of  near 
800  members,  then  held  a  session.  In  a  report  upon  the  state  of 
the  nation  they  declared  the  war  to  be  unspeakably  gloriooSi 
and,  as  far  as  they  could  judge,  we  were  to  be  the  choice  and 
chosen  instruments  for  the  establishment  of  Christ's  Kingdom 
upon  the  earth.  Those  resolutions  called  out  rapturous  applause 
amidst  stamping  feet  and  slapping  hands,  shouts  of  "  Glory  to 
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God/'  "  Gtod  be  praised,"  till  the  presiding  Bishop  called  them 
to  order  and  told  them  they  were  scandalizing  themselves.  In 
support  to  these  resolutions  one  distinguished  clergyman  said  he 
was  in  tAvor  of  the  war  before  a  gun  was  fired.  Another  said 
the  women  in  New  Orleans  manifested  hate  to  Northern  men, 
and  he  wanted  that  hellish  feeling  whipped  out  of  them  with  shot 
and  shell,  and  he  did  not  care  if  it  took  one,  two  or  ten  years  to 
do  it  in.  With  but  five  honorable  exceptions  that  spirit  pervaded 
the  whole  Conference  and  has  been  frequently  manifest  since, 
and  has  been  continued  to  the  present  time.  It  would  be 
unspeakably  ludicrous  if  a  Conference  of  clergymen  should  call 
the  fall  of  Adam  unspeakably  glorious  and  as  giving  evidence 
that  Christ  was  about  to  establish  His  Kingdom  upon  the  earth, 
yet  our  civil  war,  like  the  fall  of  Adam,  was  one  of  God's  judg- 
ments visited  upon  men,  as  was  also  the  flood  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  Sodom,  and  all  other  wars  and  pestilence  and  famines 
with  which  mankind  has  been  afflicted  in  all  ages.  Strange  as 
it  may  seem,  those  clergymen  ever  since  their  boasted  emanci- 
pation have  claimed  to  be  the  disciples  of  that  Saviour  who 
taught  all  men  to  love  their  enemies.  While  a  large  majority 
of  our  clergy  shall  continue  to  manifest  the  characteristics  they 
have  displayed  ever  since  their  emancipation  by  the  Republican 
corruption  fund  of  1866,  it  may  fairly  be  inferred  that  we  are  the 
choice  and  chosen  instruments  for  the  establishment  of  satan's 
kingdom  upon  the  earth,  and  the  terrible  corruptions  of  the  day 
will  justify  such  an  inference.  Bepublicans  have  a  National  com- 
mittee at  Washington.  On  the  27th  of  May  last  the  Secretary 
of  that  committee  called  upon  all  office-holders  to  contribute  to 
a  fund  shamelessly  avowing  its  object  to  be  to  carry  the  next 
Congressional  elections  in  which  they  hope  to  rivet  the  chains  of 
a  despotism  upon  the  people.  If  the  people  yield  to  those  cor- 
ruptions everything  moral,  civil,  industrial  and  political  worth 
preserving  will  be  lost  On  the  contrary,  if  they  will  spurn 
those  corruptions  we  may  restore  the  original  principles  of  our 
Government  We  may  strengthen  the  hands  of  those  clergy- 
men who  still  retain  their  Christian  character,  and  we  may 
restore  harmony  among  the  people,  and  make  for  them  a  bright 
and  prosperous  future.     August  15th,  1878. 
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POLITICAL    CORRUPTION 


NUMBER    ONE. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  I  can  proudly  recognize  George 
W.  Philip  as  one  of  my  special  friends,  and  I  feel  it  an  honor 
that  he  thought  best  to  consult  with  me  in  his  contemplated  effort 
lo  check  the  terribly  growing  corruption  of  the  ballot-box ;  and 
I  regretted  very  much  that  I  could  not  approve  of  bis  policy. 
I  had  learned  conclusively  and  particularly  by  the  testimony  of 
William  W.  Stone  before  a  Congressional  committee  that  the 
founders  of  the  Eepublican  party  in  1856  had  established  a  cor- 
ruption fund  of  countless  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  in  the 
first  year  of  the  existence  of  that  party  the  votes  of  Congress- 
men had  been  purchased,  that  the  Speaker  of  the  House  had 
been  bribed  in  the  appointment  of  committees,  and  that  the  press 
had  been  subsidized,  near  a  million  of  dollars  having  been 
expended  on  a  single  one,  and  even  some  thousands  of  dollars 
having  been  paid  to  the  hired  commercial  editor  of  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Gommerce,  a  respectable  neutral  paper.  I  had 
learned  that  while  half  the  wealth  of  the  nation  was  being 
expended  in  the  civil  war,  over  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars 
had  been  expended  in  church  property  by  which  almost  the 
entire  religious  press  and  pulpit  had  been  subsidized.  I  had  seen 
the  time  when  the  corruption  of  the  ballot-box  was  as  rare  as  mur- 
der, and  then  I  had  seen  in  a  very  short  time  that  ballot-box 
overwhelmingly  debauched  by  that  Eepublican  corruption  fund. 
And  the  idea  that  simple  laws  could  be  made  to  check  the  ope- 
rations of  that  corruption  fund  and  to  strike  from  the  Republi- 
can party  its  whole  foundation  seemed  preposterous — seemed 
like  using  a  squirt-gun  against  the  falls  of  Niagara.  I  saw  no 
remedy  excepting  in  restoring  the  Government  to  its  first  prin- 
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ciples  as  made  by  oar  fathers  and  as  repeated  in  the  compromise 
of  1850,  in  which  such  men  as  Clay  and  Webster  were  conspicu- 
ous actors. 

But  though  I  could  not  concur  with  Mr.  Philip  in  his  policy, 
he  has  succeeded  in  getting  the  laws  passed  that  he  sought,  both 
statutory  and  fundamental,  and  some  years  have  transpired 
since,  and  the  corruption  has  increased,  and  not  a  single  prose- 
cution has  occurred.  The  law  was  a  dead  letter  from  the  outset 
No  man  could  have  an  assurance  of  an  election  without  a  resort 
to  corruption  and  crime  himself,  and  as  a  consequence  honora- 
ble men  received  nominations  for  office  with  reluctance,  and 
it  has  therefore  become  proverbial  that  an  honest  man  in  office 
is  a  great  rarity. 

Mr.  Philip,  if  he  is  the  honorable  man  that  I  think  he  is,  must 
be  willing  to  unite  with  those  who  are  striving  to  restore  our 
Government  to  its  original  principles,  and  who  are  striving  to  do 
away  with  all  that  selfish  policy  of  bounties  and  tariffs,  which 
are  the  inducements  to  all  the  corruptions.  He  will  unite  with 
those  who  are  striving  to  confine  the  General  Grovernment  to  its 
commercial  and  diplomatic  prerogatives,  and  to  restore  to  the 
States  their  Constitutional  sovereignty  over  the  industrial  and 
civil  interests  of  the  country.  While  in  this  persuit,  in  which  I 
am  willing  to  devote  my  life,  I  tender  to  Mr.  Philip  my  services 
in  attempting  to  enforce  his  laws. 

At  every  session  of  the  Court  the  Judge  specially  instructs 
the  Grand  Juiy  to  inquire  into  any  corruptions  of  the  ballot-box 
that  may  reasonably  have  been  supposed  to  have  occurred. 
Those  corruptions  have  ceased  to  be  matters  of  mere  supposition, 
but  have  long  been  reduced  to  certainties,  and  recently  a  hun- 
dred thousand  office-holders,  from  postmasters  up  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  have  been  laid  under  contribution  to  create 
a  corruption  fund  with  which  to  corrupt  and  debauch  the  ballot- 
box  at  the  coming  Congressional  elections.  Now,  to  make  an 
example  of  the  past  may  exert  a  salutary  influence  upon  the 
future.  Let  the  next  Grand  Jury  be  informed  of  any  well  sup- 
posed or  actual  corruption  of  the  ballot-box  in  recent  past  elec- 
tions, let  them  summon  before  them  every  man  who  may  have 
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l)een  well  sapposed  to  have  contributed  to  a  corruption  fund  or 
a  distributor  of  such  fund  or  the  recipient  of  such  fund,  and 
every  one  who  has  used  his  business  relations  to  debauch  the 
ballot-box.  And  every  man  in  office,  particularly  Assessors, 
who,  to  influence  the  ballot-box  or  to  gratify  personal  resent- 
ment, or  to  promote  personal  interests,  have  lessened  or  increased 
assessments  below  or  above  an  established  rate,  and  then  has 
made  their  legal  attestation  to  such  assessments.  Let  all  these 
witnesses  be  properly  examined,  and  they  will  find  more  than 
one  subject  for  the  penitentiary.  I  think  I  can  assist  to  some  of 
the  necessary  testimony.  Let  but  a  few  of  these  examples  be 
made,  and  this  recently  shamelessly  created  Congressional  cor- 
ruption fund  will  not  be  as  available  as  has  been  contemplated, 
and  the  superstructure  of  Eepublicanism  will  be  found  to  be 
crumbling.  Therefore  I  shall  be  pleased  to  unite  with  Mr. 
Philip  and  his  committee  in  the  enforcement  of  his  favorite  lawa 

A  facetious  Irish  officer,  to  whom  had  been  assigned  the  com- 
mand of  a  Portuguese  brigade  in  the  peninsular  war,  said  to  a 
boon  companion :  "  My  troops  are  good  for  nothing  in  the  field, 
but  to  sack  a  town,  back  them  against  any  odda"  In  like  man- 
ner when  a  Supervisor  is  officially  notified  by  the  Comptroller 
that  through  a  non-compliance  with  the  law  by  Supervisors  his 
constituents  in  the  county  are  unjustly  paying  to  the  State  the 
annual  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  if  he  makes  no  effort  to 
abate  the  wrong  and  yet  resorts  to  Republican  facilities  to  secure 
his  re-election,  it  may  be  truly  said  that  he  is  good  for  nothing 
as  a  Supervisor,  but  for  the  distribution  of  a  corruption  fund, 
back  him  against  any  odds. 

The  Qrand  Jury  cannot  only  be  made  instrumental  in  restrain- 
ing such  demagogues,  but  in  removing  many  of  the  evils  under 
which  the  people  are  suffering.  To  that  end  in  taking  action  it 
is  only  necessary  for  them  to  have  a  well-grounded  suspicion 
that  a  crime  has  been  committed—a  larceny,  a  robbery,  a  burglary, 
an  arson,  a  murder,  and  what  is  worse  than  all,  the  corruption  of 
the  ballot-box,  for  that  puts  at  hazard  the  existence  of  a  free 
Government ;  and  in  view  of  its  importance  the  Court  instructs 
them  specially  to  take  action  upon  such  corruption.     Li  the  dis- 
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charge  of  their  duties  they  have  a  sovereign  power.  They  caa 
oompel  any  citizen,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest^  to  appear 
before  them  and  answer  to  their  inquiries,  and  can  make  those 
inquiries  as  broad  as  they  please,  and  particularly  the  creation 
or  distribution  of  a  corruption  fund,  the  perversion  of  business 
relations  to  the  corruption  of  the  ballot-box,  false  swearing 
under  the  iron-dad  oath  of  office,  or  a  false  attestation  to  an 
assessment  roll 

If  the  witness  should  chance  to  be  a  middle-man  between  the 
producer  and  consumer  of  agricultural  productions,  the  Grand 
Jury  can  elicit  more  important  information  from  him  in  respect 
to  the  industry  of  the  country  than  will  probably  be  obtained 
by  the  Hewitt  Congressional  committee.  They  can  learn  from 
him  that  he  is  the  only  medium  for  the  sale  of  many  of  their  pro- 
ductions, and  that  he  has  the  power  to  pay  a  higher  or  a  lower 
price  as  he  may  be  personally  or  politically  inclined  They  can 
learn  from  him  that  those  productions  cannot  be  sold  in  a  foreign 
market  in  consequence  of  the  almost  prohibitory  duty  imposed 
upon  the  imports  taken  in  exchange  While  those  duties 
embarrass  if  they  do  not  prohibit  the  sale  of  agricultural  pro- 
ductions to  the  foreign  consumer,  they  vastly  enhance  the  price 
of  manufactured  producta  And  that  is  the  main  object  of  those 
duties,  and  as  an  excuse  for  those  duties  most  of  our  national 
debts  are  unnecessarily  created.  In  fact,  that  policy  lays  at  the 
foundation  of  all  the  corruption  and  crime  in  the  Government 
and  the  distress  among  the  people.  Tbey  can  learn  from  that 
middle-man  that  rye  and  com  cannot  be  converted  into  whiskey 
in  consequence  of  the  competition  of  Boston  rum.  While  an 
internal  tax  of  ninety  cents  per  gallon  is  imposed  upon  the  one^ 
the  other  is  so  far  exempt  from  that  tax  that  millions  of  gallons 
are  exported  as  the  main-spring  to  the  Eastern  African  slave- 
trade,  at  an  export  price  of  forty-eight  cents  per  gallon,  as  appears 
in  our  national  reports  upon  commerce  and  navigation.  This 
rum  is  distilled  from  molasses  taken  in  exchange  for  fish 
exported.  To  those  fishermen,  through  Republican  policy,  vast 
bounties  are  paid  from  the  National  Treasury,  and  tliey  pay  no 
duties  on  the  imports  they  have  occasion  to  consume,  and  par> 
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ticularly  on  eight  millions  of  salt  which  they  annually  consume 
And  the  countless  millions  of  gallons  of  rum  of  which,  through 
this  Bepublican  policy,  they  have  a  monopoly,  by  a  chemical 
process  they  convert  into  a  counterfeit  imitation  of  every  kind 
of  liquor  in  the  market  Those  duties  and  that  internal  tax 
enables  the  manufacturers  and  their  middle-men  to  fix  the  price 
of  agricultural  production  and  as  a  consequence  the  price  and 
almost  the  existence  of  labor.  To  illustrate,  we  will  take  the 
article  of  rye,  which  is  among  the  most  profitable  of  those  pro- 
ductiona  To  producers  politically  sound,  the  middle-men  will 
pay  the  sum  of  fifty-six  cents  per  bushel,  or  taking  a  fair  aver- 
age the  sum  of  five  dollars  and  sixty  cents  for  the  products  of  an 
acre.  The  plowing,  sowing,  dragging,  harvesting,  threshing  and 
marketing  that  rye  will  require  at  least  five  days  labor  with  a 
teauL  The  compensation  therefore  to  the  farmer  is  one  dollar 
per  day  for  himself  and  team,  including  board  and  keeping. 
The  straw  cannot  be  taken  into  account,  for  the  present  price 
will  scarcely  pay  the  delivery,  and  it  is  needed  to  save  the  land 
from  exhaustion.  Even  with  this  showing  the  frugal  farmer 
could  liva  But  under  Eepublican  policy  other  considerations 
are  crushing  him.  Formerly  his  taxes  were  four  mills  on  the 
dollar — now,  including  schools  and  roads,  it  is  two  and  one-half 
per  cent  Formerly  his  home  was  unencumbered  except  possi* 
bly  for  purchase  money — now  he  has  a  mortgage  upon  his  home 
of  some  ten  thousand  millions  of  dollars  of  National,  State  and 
Corporation  indebtedness,  and  from  the  payment  of  which  thou- 
sands of  millions  of  dollars  of  the  wealthy  are  exempted. 
Through  this  policy  the  products  of  the  manufacturers  have  been 
increased  three-fold,  while  those  of  agriculture  have  been  reduced 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  annually,  as  the  census  shows,  as 
does  also  the  report  of  the  agricultural  bureau. 

To  continue  this  policy.  Republicans  with  a  fraudulent  Exe- 
cutive at  their  head,  are  preparing  a  huge  corruption  fund 
through  which  they  expect  to  rivet  their  chains  of  despotism 
upon  the  people  for  ever  at  the  next  Congressional  election.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  the  Democracy  shall  succeed  at  that  election,  I 
trust  and  believe  that  they  will  restore  the  country  to  its  former 


POLITICAL  CORRUPTION.  225 

prosperitj.  They  should  lessen  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment one-haI£  They  should  allow  no  duties  to  be  imposed  upon 
imports  except  just  enough  to  pay  the  accruing  expenses  of  the 
Government  They  should  impose  upon  all  annual  incomes 
exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  an  income  tax  sufficient  to  pay 
the  national  debt  within  a  reasonable  tima  Let  this  be  'done, 
and  in  less  than  five  years  agricultural  products,  with  an  ample 
market^  will  be  nearly  doubled,  giving  employment  to  labor ; 
wickedness  and  crime  will  cease  to  be  rampant  among  the 
people,  who  will  not  hesitate,  as  in  the  past,  to  send  the  cor- 
raptors  of  the  ballot-box  and  the  perjurers  of  official  oaths  to  the 
penitentiaries.  It  will  remove  the  inducement  to  have  the  Gen- 
eral Government  usurp  the  prerogatives  of  States,  and  which, 
restricting  itself  to  its  diplomatic  and  commercial  sovereignty 
conferred  upon  it  by  the  Constitution,  will  leave  the  States  to 
exercise  the  sovereignty  over  industry  and  civil  interests  which 
was  declared  to  be  the  first  and  most  important  object  for  which 
the  Constitution  was  made. 
August  22d,  1878. 
29 
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POLITICAL  CORRUPTION. 


■♦♦♦■ 


NUMBER    TWO. 

In  the  Columbia  Republican  of  November  21st,  1871,  it  readfl : 
'  After  all,  the  most  urgent  political  reform  demanded  by  an 

*  awakening  public  conscience  is  that  of  a  pure  election — a 

*  return  to  the  simplicity,  honesty  and  patriotism  of  our  fathen 

*  who  abided  by  the  decision  of  the  ballot-box  without  attempt- 

*  ing  to  corrupt  it.  A  generation  ago  crime  against  the  ballot- 
^  box  was  as  rare  as  murder,  and  a  man  suspected  of  it  was  as 
^  much  despised  as  a  pickpocket  It  is  a  crime  against  the  very 
^  foundations  of  our  institutions.    It  is  the  worst  possible  form 

*  of  treason  to  the  State." 

Now  it  is  just  a  generation  since  the  Eepublican  party  sprang 
into  existence  with  a  huge  corruption  fund  for  its  foundation, 
and  William  W.  Stone,  with  others,  was  employed  in  its  dis- 
tribution in  bribing  Congressmen  and  subsidizing  the  press. 
That  corruption  fund  has  been  annually  replenished  until  count- 
less millions  have  been  expended  in  corrupting  the  ballot-box, 
in  bribing  men  in  office,  and  subsidizing  the  press  and  pulpit,  till 
one  thousand  millions  of  dollars  have  been  expended  on  the 
latter  object  alona  The  consequence  has  been  that  wickedness 
and  crime  has  become  rampant  among  the  whole  people,  and 
agriculture  has  ceased  to  be  a  source  of  national  wealth  and 
exists  only  by  necessity,  and  millions  of  laborers  are  thrown  out 
of  employment,  and  the  few  are  made  enormously  rich  and  the 
many  hopelessly  and  abjectly  poor.  Our  Government,  in  the 
hands  of  usurpers,  has  been  partially  revolutionized,  and  all 
the  objects  for  which  the  Constitution  was  made  have  been 
violated. 

My  friend,  George  P.  Philip,  imputes  all  these  evils  to  the 
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corruption  of  the  ballot-box,  and  has  procured  the  adoption  of 
certain  laws  as  a  remedy,  but  which,  instead  of  being  a  remedy, 
has  increased  the  evil,  notwithstanding  a  committee  has  been 
appointed  for  the  enforcement  of  those  laws.  Under  Republican 
patronage  those  crimes  have  become  so  notorious  that  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  the  proof,  and  I  therefore  respectfully  request  Mr. 
Philip  and  his  committee  and  the  editor  of  the  Bepublican,  to 
avail  themselves  of  this  proof  and  apply  the  law,  and  I  pledge 
to  them  my  humble  assistance.  Place  but  a  single  case  before 
the  Grand  Jury  and  it  will  open  to  investigation  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  corruption  of  the  ballot-box,  perjury  in  official  oaths,  and 
false  attestation  throughout  the  county,  and  it  may  be  the  open- 
ing of  a  reform  that  will  spread  through  all  the  States,  and  wipe 
corrupt  parties  out  of  existence,  and  restore  prosperity  to  the 
people,  and  give  to  every  member  of  the  Grand  Jury  an  envied 
name.  If  the  corruption  of  the  ballot-box  is  not  arrested,  hon- 
orable men  may  refuse  to  be  candidates  for  the  next  Presidency, 
and  as  predicted  Generals  Grant  and  Butler  will  be  the  sole  con- 
testants, and  as  between  the  two  I  should  prefer  the  knava  For 
should  he  be  elected  his  intelligence  might  lead  to  some  discre- 
tion, whereas  on  the  other  hand  the  responsible  party  would  be 
behind  the  veil  Anticipating  such  a  contingency  it  would  be 
well  to  look  at  the  antecedents  of  General  Butler.  He  is  the 
representative  of  the  Lowell  district,  which  waa  the  birth-place 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  started  in  political  life  professing 
to  be  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  as  such  had  the  address  in  1860 
to  divide  the  Democratic  party,  thereby  electing  a  minority 
Republican  President  He  and  Caleb  Gushing  led  the  Southern 
branch  into  secession,  giving  them  promise  of  Northern  Demo- 
cratic aid,  and  after  effecting  their  purpose,  took  up  arms  against 
them.  As  a  military  man  General  Butler  fully  illustrated  the 
Irishman's  description  of  his  Portuguese  brigade.  As  a  states- 
man he  is  inculcating  the  doctrine  that  an  increased  greenback 
issue  will  cure  all  the  evils  under  which  the  people  are  suffering. 
And  lo  cap  the  climax  he  is  now  instructing  his  friend  Kearney 
that  the  State  of  California  has  the  constitutional  right  to  serve 
the  Chinese  as  the  State  of  Massachusetts  did  Quakers  in  the 
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long  ago-^that  is,  to  hang  them  and  sell  their  children  into 
slavery ;  in  the  language  of  Edward  Everett :  '^  To  banish  them 
''  from  the  cool  breezes  of  Kew  England,  to  gasp  under  the  lash 
"  beneath  the  burning  sun  of  the  tropica" 

But  I  trust  and  believe  that  a  Grant  or  a  Butler  will  never 
be  allowed  to  fill  the  Presidential  chair ;  and  I  trust  and  hope  that 
the  good  sense  of  the  people  will  induce  them  to  elect  a  Demo* 
cratic  Congress  and  President  who  will  restore  the  Government 
to  its  first  principles,  and  corruption  of  the  ballot-box  will  again 
become  as  rare  as  murder,  and  the  corrupter  be  shunned  as  a 
thiet 

August  20th,  187a 
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JESUITISM  AND   REPUBLICANISM. 


The  Evils  of  Uniting  Church  and  State. 


Up  to  the  sixteenth  century  the  pure  principles  of  Christianity 
raised  its  people  above  those  of  the  pagan  worid.  But  tyrants 
were  continually  striving  to  infuse  politics  into  the  church, 
making  politics  and  religion  concurrent,  and  they  so  far  succeeded 
as  to  throw  a  dark  cloud  over  the  church  history.  During  the 
sixteenth  century  Ignatius  Loyola  established  the  order  of  the 
Jesuits ;  their  principal  characteristics  were  to  make  religion  sub* 
ordinate  to  politics.  In  one-half  century  that  order  became 
obnoxious  to  the  world,  and  all  Governments  refused  to  tolerate 
it  But  under  its  secret  organization  it  has  continued  to  exist, 
and  sometimes  under  a  Catholic  and  sometimes  under  a  Protes* 
tant  banner  it  has  continued  to  perpetuate  its  crimes.  During 
the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  under  the  banner  of  Catholicism,  Jes- 
uitism sent  Protestants  to  the  stake.  During  the  reign  of  James 
Stuart,  under  the  banner  of  Episcopacy,  Jesuitism  sent  Presby- 
terians into  banishment  Under  the  banner  of  Presbyterianism, 
Jesuitism  drove  Independents  from  Amsterdam  to  Ley  den. 
Under  the  banner  of  Puritanism,  Jesuitism  banished  and  hung 
Quakers  and  Baptists,  and  sold  their  children  into  slavery — ^sent 
them  from  the  cool  breezes  of  New  England  to  gasp  under  the 
lash  beneath  the  burning  sun  of  the  tropics.  To  guard  against 
«uch  atrocities  our  patriot  fathers  severed  politics  from  religion 
by  making  religious  toleration  one  of  our  fundamental  laws. 
Under  the  benign  influence  of  that  provision  Christianity  flour- 
ished in  oar  country  for  three-fourths  of  a  century. 
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In  1856  the  Republican  party  was  organized,  based  upon  a 
corruption  fund  of  countless  millions  of  dollars.  One  of  its  first 
provisions  was  to  establish  the  principles  of  Jesuitism  by  cor- 
rupting and  subsidizing  the  clergy.  To  that  end  they  lavished 
upon  the  churches  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars  at  the  very 
time  that  half  the  wealth  of  the  nation  was  being  expended  in  a 
civil  war.  Under  the  influence  of  that  corruption  fund  the 
clergy  of  the  most  numerous  religious  denomination  became 
almost  unanimously  Republican,  and  they  make  it  their  boast 
that  they  are  emancipated  from  that  Constitutional  provision, 
which  for  three-fourths  of  a  century  had  made  a  dabbling  in  pol- 
itics by  the  clergy  degrading.  Our  Government  was  based  upon 
a  pure  and  perfect  religion,  and  under  its  influence  it  took  the 
lead  in  all  that  made  a  people  good  and  great  But  this  Jesuit- 
ical clergy  has  sunk  them  in  wickedness  and  crime  in  the  same 
proportion  that  they  have  shared  in  the  corruption  fund.  An 
honest  man  in  office  is  a  great  rarity.  The  seats  once  occupied 
by  a  Clay  and  Webster  are  occupied  by  men  who  should  be  in 
the  penitentiary.  The  judicial  positions  once  occupied  by  a 
Marshall  is  occupied  by  a  Bradley  and  a  Strong.  The  seat  once 
occupied  by  a  Washington  is  occupied  by  an  usurper.  The 
industry  of  our  country,  once  exceeding  all  others,  is  now  pros- 
trate and  paralyzed,  and  agriculture,  once  the  source  of  national 
wealth,  now  exists  only  by  necessity,  and  millions  of  laborers 
are  now  thrown  out  of  employment  These  Jesuitical  clergy- 
men, while  professing  to  be  the  disciples  of  that  Saviour  who 
promised  blessings  to  peace-makere,  shout  glory  to  God,  when  in 
His  judgment  he  has  visited  war  upon  us,  and  they  declare  that 
war  to  be  unspeakably  glorious.  While  professing  to  be  the 
disciples  of  Him  who  has  commanded  them  to  love  their  ene- 
mies, they  invoke  the  punishment  of  shot  and  shell  upon  the 
heads  of  even  women  whose  friendship  they  do  not  enjoy. 
Instead  of  uniting  and  striving  with  other  churches  to  see  which 
sliall  carry  the  Christian  banner  farthest  into  the  ranks  of  igno- 
rance and  barbarism,  they  make  it  a  point  to  make  war  upon 
those  churches,  and  particularly  upon  the  Catholic  and  Southern 
Methodist  churches.      One  of  their  religious  papers  of  widesi 
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circolation  has  in  every  number  been  calling  for  money  to  aid 
in  making  war  upon  the  Catholic  church,  and  insists  that  to 
become  a  convert  to  that  church  is  to  become  a  two-fold  servant 
of  the  devil. 

The  character  of  a  church  is  best  known  by  its  representative 
men.  One  of  the  representative  men  of  the  Catholic  church  was 
Charles  Carroll,  of  CarroUton,  one  of  the  worthy  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  Another  of  those  representative 
men  is  Charles  O'Conor,  whose  name  alone  makes  the  American 
bar  illustrious.  Another  is  Bishop  Hughes,  who  an  American 
Congress  invited  to  deliver  a  religious  lecture  in  the  National 
Capitol,  and  President  Lincoln  appointed  to  an  important  foreign 
mission,  and  Governor  Seward  could  say  of  him :  "  Bishop 
Hughes  is  my  friend ;  I  honor,  respect  and  confide  in  him."  The 
representative  men  of  the  Southern  Methodist  church  are  equally 
illustrious,  and  as  a  tree  can  be  known  by  its  fruit,  they  can  best 
be  judged  of  by  the  fruits  of  their  labors.  They  represent  a 
population  of  ten  millions  of  people,  including  negroes,  and  have 
a  white  membership  in  their  church  of  722,364 ;  whereas  the 
Northern  church  represents  a  population  of  thirty  millions,  with 
a  church  membership  of  only  1,673,287 ;  or  representing  a  three- 
fold population  with  only  a  little  over  a  two-fold  membership. 
And  yet  that  Northern  church  is  backed  by  a  corruption  fund 
of  millions  of  dollars,  while  the  Southern  church  is  in  poverty, 
and  has  had  to  litigate  with  the  Northern  church  to  save  what 
little  church  property  they  possessed. 

In  a  future  number  I  will  cite  authority  to  prove  that  the 
Northern  church  would  cease  its  hostility  if  the  other  churches 
would  only  fraternize  with  them  in  the  Jesuitical  policy  of  mak- 
ing religion  subordinate  to  politics. 

September  5th,  187& 
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POLITICAL  REFORM. 


A  Response  From  Mr.  George  P.  Philip. 


►♦♦- 


I  had  feared  that  the  reform  movement  in  this  county  was  dead, 
and  only  needed  a  decent  burial  to  remove  it  from  our  presence, 
but  the  communications  in  your  paper  of  our  friend  "C," 
and  other  indications  show  there  are  yet  some  earnest,  honest 
thoughts  about  it  By  your  permission  I  will  attempt  to 
respond  and  would  have  done  so  before,  but  for  a  two  weeks* 
absence.  He  gives  me  credit  for  much  which  I  do  not  deserva 
The  only  law  passed  which  we  advocated  was  one  reducing  the 
time  from  three  years  to  one  in  which  indictments  could  be 
found  for  violations  of  the  election  law.  He  had  not  learned 
that  all  well-founded  complaints  coming  to  our  knowledge  for 
violations  of  the  election  laws  had  been  presented,  and  that 
three  sentences  had  been  imposed  by  the  Court,  instead  of  "  not 
a  single  prosecution  has  occurred." 

He  says  he  regretted  he  could  not  approve  my  policy  to  "  check 
the  terribly  growing  evil  of  the  ballot-box."  No  plumet  has 
yet  sounded  that  sink  of  corruption,  whose  malaria  precludes 
and  deters  the  pure  from  office,  and  its  tendency  in  office-seekers 
who  act  on  the  principle  that  anything  is  honest  in  politics  is 
toward  a  paralysis  of  their  moral  perceptions.  Though  our 
course  may  appear  diverse,  we  each  aim  at  one  object,  the  puri- 
fication of  the  ballot-box,  with  an  earnest,  honest  purpose,  and 
our  labor  will  not  be  wholly  lost 

My  policy,  as  your  correspondent  is  pleased  to  call  it,  is  based 
on  the  belief  that  a  corrupted  ballot-box  is  the  chief  comer-stone 
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of  all  political  villan  j — that  the  masses  of  the  two  great  parties 
desire  a  pure  Government,  and  were  their  wishes  to  be  realized, 
we  woald  have  one  as  beneficient  as  possible  under  our  fallen 
humanity,  whichever  party  were  in  the  ascendant  That  an 
innate  greed  for  power  and  plunder  pervades  many  leaders  of 
each  party  in  equal  force,  and  that  since  the  announcement 
near  fifty  years  since  of  the  doctrine  "  to  the  victors  belong  the 
spoils,"  the  dominant  party  for  the  time  being  has  raised  vast 
oorruption  funds  in  a  great  measure,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
stolen  from  the  Government  As  it  is  taken  from  both  partieSi 
would  it  not  be  just  for  the  Bepublicans  now  in  power  to  divide 
the  fund  with  the  Democrats,  and  they  when  in  power  divide 
with  the  Bepublicans?  As  monstrous  as  such  a  proposition 
appears  in  a  Bepublic,  where  we  should  bow  to  the  free  vote  of 
the  majority,  is  it  half  as  bad  as  the  experience  of  near  fifty  years 
that  the  dominant  party  have  uniformly  stolen  the  money  of 
the  Government  to  perpetuate  their  power,  afraid  to  stand  on 
the  affections  and  moral  support  of  the  nation  ?  What  is  the 
lianrest  of  great  men  we  have  reared  from  such  seeds  we  have 
sown  ?  When  I  stood  last  week  before  the  marble  statue,  fit 
emblem  of  his  moral  purity,  of  Massachusetts'  war  Governor, 
Andrew,  and  felt  that  so  few  like  him  and  oar  own  Bobinaon 
were  guided  by  an  unselfish  patriotism,  bnt  that  instead  most  ol 
our  statesmen  were  of  the  Butler  or  Cameron  sc1hx>1,  I  cease  to 
wonder  why  so  many — great  in  their  own  estimation — so  soon 
sink  in  oblivion,  for  by  permitting  money  to  be  used  at  the  bal- 
lot-box we  can,  as  a  rule,  only  grind  out  a  class  of  statsmen  who 
can  '^  with  pride  point  to  their  noble  constituents,"  the  self- 
estimated  price  of  whose  infamy  had  once  filled  his  pocket- 
book. 

Has  not  the  time  arrived  in  old  Columbia  when  earnest,  hon- 
est men  as  your  correspondent  can  compel  the  nomination  by 
both  parties  of  candidates  this  fall  who  need  take  no  mental  res- 
ervations in  taking  the  iron-clad  oath,  that  he  may  again  see  the 
day  ^'when  the  corruption  of  the  ballot-box  was  as  rare  as 
murder?"  George  P.  Philip, 

August  31sty  1878. 
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REPLY  TO  MR.  GEO.  P.  PHILIP. 


I  have  read  in  the  Begister  of  the  31st  of  August  the  response 
of  Mr.  Gteorge  P.  Philip.  He  and  I  are  both  old  men,  and  both 
have  doubtless  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  political  welfare  of  oar 
country.  I  do  not  believe  that  either  of  us  ever  contributed  a 
dollar  to  a  corruption  fund  or  ever  insulted  a  man  by  the  offer 
of  a  consideration  for  his  vote.  I  believe  that  both  of  us  consider 
the  crime  of  corrupting  the  ballot-box  equal  to  that  of  murder — 
the  one  only  affecting  individual  life,  the  other  that  of  the 
nation.  We  both  believe  that  the  statute  of  limitations  should 
never  exonerate  a  man  from  the  crime  of  murder,  and  it  is  with 
surprise  that  I  now  leam  that  Mr.  Philip  crossed  the  county  to 
get  me  to  aid  him  in  the  passage  of  a  statute  of  limitations  to 
shield  individuals  from  the  punishment  of  equally  high  crimes 
in  a  period  so  early  that  he  can  use  the  oflSce  to  which  he  may 
have  been  corruptly  elected  to  shield  him  from  the  punishment 
of  his  crimes.  It  is  doubtless  with  the  same  motive  that  a  statute 
of  limitations  has  been  passed  to  relieve  Government  thieves 
from  due  punishment  during  the  administration  of  an  usurper. 

If  I  understand  Mr.  Philip,  a  playful  remark  of  Qoveroor 
Marcy,  uttered  a  half  century  ago,  has  been  the  cause  of  all  the 
corruptions  under  which  the  nation  is  suffering.  Grovemor 
Marcy  did  not  profit  by  that  precept  himself,  for  he  lived  and 
died  in  moderate  circumstances,  though  he  filled  military,  l^s- 
lative,  judicial,  executive  and  diplomatic  offices  for  near  half  a 
century.  No  one  has  ever  questioned  his  integrity  or  expressed 
a  doubt  that  he  was  not  one  of  the  purest  men  that  ever  lived. 
Mr.  Francis  S.  Drake,  of  Boston,  on  the  598th  page  of  his  Amer- 
ican Biography,  says  of  him :  "  He  was  a  hard-working,  careful, 
plain  man,  of  great  integrity."  But  it  would  appear  that  Mr. 
Philip,  in  his  response,  imputes  to  Governor  Marcy's  playfully- 
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Ottered  precept  the  crimes  of  the  Republican  party.  Mr.  Philip 
knows  that  it  was  during  Democratic  ascendency  that  crime  against 
the  ballot-box  was  as  rare  as  murder,  and  the  corrupter  shunned 
as  a  thief,  and  that  in  the  last  year  of  Democratic  ascendency 
the  whole  annual  expenses  of  the  Government  was  only  about 
sixty  millions  of  dollars,  or  about  one-third  of  that  under 
Bepublican  ascendency.  To  say,  then,  that  both  parties  are 
equally  corrupt  requires  a  large  share  of  assurance. 

From  Mr.  Philip's  response  I  infer  that  I  cannot  rely  upon 
his  co-operation  in  procuring  punishment  for  the  corruption  of 
the  ballot-box  or  for  forgeries  in  official  oaths  and  attestations. 
I  hope  better  things  from  the  committee  appointed  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  from  the  legal  gentleman  whose  eloquence  has  enriched 
the  columns  of  the  newspapera  If  sixty  millions  of  dollars  was 
an  extravagant  annual  expenditure  of  the  Government  in  1860, 
eighty  millions  annually  would  be  a  sufficient  expenditure  now, 
and  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent  upon  imports  would  amply  pay 
that  expenditure,  leaving  the  national  debt  and  extra  expendi- 
tures to  be  paid  by  an  income  tax  imposed  upon  that  wealth 
which  has  become  large  through  Government  favoritism,  and  in 
a  majority  of  instances  through  burthens  imposed  upon  indus- 
trial interests.  With  only  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent  our  agri- 
cultural products  would  command  the  markets  of  the  world,  and 
in  a  very  short  time  would  double  those  products  and  thereby 
make  them  equal  to  those  of  the  manufacturers.  Those  agricul- 
tural products  are  only  about  two  thousand  millions  of  dollars 
annually,  and  yet  they  employ  about  six  millions  of  laborers. 
Double  those  products  and  they  will  give  employment  to  various 
millions  of  laborers,  and  will  open  the  door  of  wealth  to  all. 
Adopt  this  policy,  and  thus  by  removing  the  inducement,  it  will 
stop  the  corruption  of  the  ballot-box — it  will  stop  the  fraudu- 
lent seizure  of  official  positions — it  will  stop  the  passage  of  statutes 
of  limitations  by  which  criminals  are  shielded  from  deserved 
punishment 

Agricultural  products  during  most  of  our  national  history, 
exceeded  all  others  by  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars  annually. 
Those  products  are  now  only  half  that  of  other  interests,  and 
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that  change  has  been  produced  bj  Republican  policy.  Change 
that  policy  and  agriculture  will  be  restored  to  its  proper  condi- 
tion, and  it  will  again  become  the  source  of  national  wealth  and 
prosperity.  Unless  that  change  shall  be  made  at  the  next  elec- 
tion, it  may  be  forever  too  late.  Corruption  may  gain  an  ascend- 
ency that  can  never  be  shaken  off 
September  6th,  1878. 
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♦  •» 


The  fable  of  the  wolf  charging  the  sheep  with  roiling  the 
water  up  stream,  is  fully  illustrated  in  the  publication  of  the 
HepMican  coined  from  the  Tribune,  It  charges  the  Democracy 
with  being  the  author  of  all  our  woes,  past  and  present,  and 
imputes  those  woes  to  the  civil  war.  Republicans  like  Benjamin 
F.  Butler  and  Caleb  Cusliing,  disguised  as  Democrats,  led  the 
Southern  States  into  secession  and  promised  them  Northern 
Democratic  aid.  Not  one  of  the  thirteen  hundred  thousand 
Democrats  who  voted  for  Stephen  A.  Douglass  approved  of  that 
secession.  On  the  contrary,  they  regretted  it  They  knew  that 
the  Southern  people  had  cause  to  be  aggrieved,  but  thought  there 
was  a  better  remedy  than  secession.  It  commenced  in  Decem- 
ber, 1860,  and  the  withdrawal  of  Southern  members  from  Con- 
gress left  Republicans  in  a  majority,  and  that  body  had  the  sole 
prerogative  of  seeking  a  remedy  either  by  force  on  conciliation. 
President  Buchanan  called  their  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
as  the  executive  head  of  the  nation  waited  their  instruction,  and 
they  n^lected  to  take  action  ;  and  on  the  4th  of  March  both  the 
Congressional  and  Presidential  terms  expired  and  President 
Lincoln  was  inaugurated.  Had  he  wjiited  the  action  of  Con- 
gress at  an  extra  session  the  war  might  have  been  averted.  But 
he,  in  violation  of  the  Constitution,  as  he  himself  admitted  in 
his  message,  plunged  the  country  into  the  civil  war.  And  no 
one  but  a  subsidized  editor  and  his  dupes  will  charge  that  war 
or  its  consequences  to  the  Democracy  or  to  President  Buchanan. 

By  the  Tribune  we  are  also  informed  that  only  two  hundred 
and  fifty  millions  of  Government  bonds  are  now  held  in  Europe. 
This  justifies  my  assetion  in  a  former  communication  that  two 
thousand  millions  of  bonds  recently  held  in  Europe  were  actu- 
ally owned  in  this  country,  and  that  the  silver  bill,  with  the 
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prospect  of  a  Democratic  administration,  would  send  them  home 
again.  What  an  impasition  that  millions  should  have  been 
paid  from  the  National  Treasury  to  a  Syndicate  for  transmitting 
those  bonds  abroad,  and  that  hundreds  of  millions  of  gold,  or  its 
equivalent,  should  have  been  sent  to  Europe  to  pay  the  interest 
on  those  bonds  ?  WTiereas,  if  those  bonds  had  been  retained 
here,  and  that  interest  in  gold  also  been  retained  here,  the  peo- 
ple would  have  been  in  the  enjoyment  of  specie  payments 
years  ago,  and  much  of  our  present  financial  revulsion  would 
have  been  averted. 

Benjamin  F.  Butler  and  Caleb  Cushing  and  their  immediate 
associates,  who  withdrew  from  a  Democratic  Convention,  were 
the  only  Northern  men  who  encouraged  the  Southern  States 
in  the  act  of  secession,  and  a  Republican  Congress  had  the  sole 
constitutional  power  to  act  upon  the  subject  By  its  act  it  could 
authorize  the  President  to  use  either  force  or  conciliation  to 
avert  that  secession.  The  President  discharged  his  whole  duty 
in  his  messages  to  Congress  upon  the  subject,  and  he  stood  ready 
to  discharge  any  duty  they  should  authorize  him  to  perform. 
And  no  one  but  the  hirelings  of  a  Bepublican  corruption  fund 
would  ever  impute  secession  or  its  consequences  to  the  Democ- 
racy. If,  in  spite  of  their  falsehoods,  fraud  and  corruption  fund 
the  next  election  should  go  adverse  to  the  Republicans,  its 
ascendency  will  be  ended  forever,  leaving  them  as  a  party  a 
mere  nominal  existence.  And  they  know  it,  and  they  will  not 
hesitate  at  any  falsehood  or  misrepresentation  that  is  possible  to 
utter,  or  any  fraud  or  corruption  that  it  is  possible  to  commit 
It  would  be  terrible  to  them  to  have  the  Government  again 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Democracy — ^and  to  have  no  statute 
of  limitations  to  protect  Republican  thieves,  perjurers  and  cor- 
ruptors  of  the  ballot-box — and  to  have  the  national  debts  paid 
out  of  funds  stolen  from  the  Government  or  from  wealth  acquired 
by  robbing  the  industry  of  the  country — and  never  again  to  be 
allowed  to  stick  their  hands  into  the  National  Treasury — and 
never  again  to  have  certain  aristocratic  interests  rob  the  industry 
of  the  country  through  bounties  and  tariffs — and  never  more 
be  allowed  to  steal  the  public  domain.    It  would  aggrivate  them 
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to  look  helplessly  on  and  see  agriculture  restored  to  be  the  great 
source  of  national  wealth,  and  to  see  its  products,  with  an  ample 
market,  more  than  doubled,  and  to  see  its  products  exceeding 
all  others  by  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars  as  in  1860,  and  to 
see  American  commerce  in  American  ships  dotting  every  sea  as 
in  1860,  and  to  see  the  way  to  wealth  open  to  every  industrious 
man  through  ample  employment,  and  to  see  those  who  have 
been  the  distributors  of  their  corruption  fund  sent  to  the  peni- 
tentiary. It  would  be  terrible  for  such  clergymen  as  James 
Floy,  David  Curry  and  Bishop  Haven  to  be  thrown  into  the 
shade,  and  such  men  as  Wilber  Fisk,  Stephen  Olin,  John  McClin- 
tock,  John  Bangs,  Henry  Slicer  and  Abel  Stevens  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  church. 
September  12th,  187a 
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CORRUPTION  OF  THE  BALLOT. 


►♦♦ 


A   Few  More  Words   With   Mr.  George 

P.  Philip. 


The  meanness  and  magnitude  of  the  corruption  of  the  ballot- 
box  is  unsurpassed  by  any  other  crima  There  is  frequently  a 
mitigating  motive  in  the  crime  of  a  sneak-thief  that  does  not 
exist  in  the  corruptor  of  the  ballot-box,  for  he  is  always  the  tool 
of  knaves  and  without  any  consideration  except  such  as  would 
aggravate  the  crime.  Murder  affects  but  single  individuals, 
whereas  corruption  not  only  puts  to  hazard  the  life,  property, 
reputation,  liberty  and  happiness  of  every  member  of  society,  but 
the  very  existence  of  the  Government  itsell  No  one  has  ever 
been  insane  enough  to  propose  a  limitation  to  the  penalty  for 
murder,  and  that  Mr.  Philip  should  boast  of  having  procured 
the  passage  of  a  law  exonerating  the  corruptor  of  the  ballot-box 
in  the  shortest  possible  period  from  due  punishment  exceeds 
comprehension,  and  can  only  be  accounted  for  through  his  sym- 
pathy with  the  Republican  party  which  was  born  of  a  huge  cor- 
ruption fund  in  1856.  The  poet  has  immortalized  the  sentiment 
that  theft  is  dross  in  compaiison  to  the  destroyer  of  reputation, 
and  Mr.  Philip's  Republican  sympathies  caused  him  to  attack  the 
reputation  of  William  L.  Marcy,  one  of  the  purest  men  in  his- 
tory. Mr.  Philip  charges  Democrats  with  being  equally  corrupt 
with  Republicans,  and  if  he  considers  such  men  as  Ben  Butler 
and  Caleb  Gushing,  who  led  the  South  into  secession  and  prom- 
ised them  Northern  Democratic  aid,  or  such  as  Grant,  Stanton, 
Logan  and  thousands  of  others  who  once  claimed  to  be  Demo- 
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crats  but  became  the  most  efficient  tools  of  the  Eepublicans,  as 
being  the  representative  men  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  may 
be  justified  in  his  representation.  But  if  he  means  that  Democ- 
racy which  had  the  control  of  the  Government  up  to  1860,  and 
who,  up  to  that  time,  regarded  the  corrupters  of  the  ballot-box 
as  no  better  than  thieves,  and  when  the  whole  expenses  of  the 
Government  were  not  half  the  sum  now  paid  in  interest  on 
the  Republican  debt,  and  but  a  little  over  one-third  of  those 
expenses  now,  he  must  permit  me  to  insinuate  that  he  is  mis- 
taken. And  permit  me  to  say  that  time  should  never  exempt 
the  corrupter  of  the  ballot-box  from  the  penalty  due  for  his 
crime ;  and  he  that  would  corrupt  the  ballot-box  will  commit 
any  other  crime,  which  I  promise  to  fully  demonstrate  if  the 
Political  Reform  Association  of  this  county  will  only  institute 
proceedings.  I  expect  no  assistance  from  Mr.  Philip  since  his 
boasted  aid  and  comfort  to  the  corrupters  of  the  ballot-box,  nor 
do  1  expect  assistance  from  the  editor  of  the  Columbia  Bepubli- 
can  since  his  late  quotation  from  the  New  York  Tribune. 

The  most  extraordinary  part  of  Mr.  Philip's  communication 
published  in  the  Register  and  Gazette,  is  his  laudation  of 
John  A.  Andrew,  the  late  Governor  of  Massachusetts.  History 
has  kindly  allowed  the  memory  of  Caleb  Strong,  a  former  Gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts,  to  pass  into  oblivion,  and  Republicans 
would  do  well  to  let  that  of  John  A.  Andrew  enjoy  the  same 
favor,  and  thereby  save  a  notoriety  in  parallel  with  that  of  Wil- 
liam Hull  and  Benedict  Arnold.  A  Republican  subsidized 
press  has  long  been  puffing  the  memory  of  John  A.  Andrew. 
In  fact,  he  was  something  more  than  one  of  their  representative 
men,  and  we  will  therefore  look  a  little  into  his  antecedents. 
By  the  Government  report  upon  commerce  and  navigation  of 
1860,  it  appears  that  there  was  exported  from  Boston  in  that  year 
860,563  gallons  of  rum,  4,424  muskets  and  1,072,615  pounds  of 
powder  to  Africa  to  be  invested  in  the  slave-trade.  And  a  simi- 
lar traffic  from  that  place  had  been  carried  on  for  two  hundred 
years  previous,  and  some  years  subsequent.  In  fact,  it  is  history 
that  Boston  rum  was  the  main-spring  to  that  trade,  of  which  fact 
Governor  Andrew  was  well  aware,  and  in  fact,  if  he  was  not,  like 

31 
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most  Massachusetts  public  men,  a  sharer  in  its  profits,  and 
because  thej  could  not  make  Southern  men  subservient  to  their 
avarice  in  some  other  respects,  they  made  attacks  upon  them  for 
the  slavery  there  that  they  themselves  had  caused ;  and  John 
A.  AndreW;  under  these  circumstances,  did  more  than  all  others 
to  plunge  the  country  into  the  civil  war.  He  had  been  instru- 
mental in  procuring  the  nomination  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  the 
Presidency.  Through  his  influence  Mr.  Lincoln  usurped  the 
prerogatives  of  Congress  in  commencing  the  war,  and  ordering 
a  blockade,  and  calling  upon  the  States  for  troops  and  seamen, 
and  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  setting  at  defiance 
the  order  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  and  ordering 
the  invasion  of  a  sovereign  State.  For  all  these  usurpations  of 
the  prerogatives  of  Congress,  no  more  cause  existed  than  during 
two  months  while  Congress  was  in  session,  and  it  was  all  done 
at  the  instigation  of  John  A  Andrew,  backed  by  an  army  from 
Massachusetts,  which  he  had  previously  prepared,  and  which  was 
in  Washington  within  six  days  after  the  commencement  of  those 
usurpations. 

An  inexorable  draft  was  instituted  under  whit;h  a  citizen  was 
torn  from  his  family,  and  no  longer  having  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws  of  his  country  for  his  protection,  was  forced  upon  the 
battle-field  in  Virginia,  and  there,  within  two  hours'  ride  from 
Washington,  was  left  wounded  to  starve  and  die  for  four  long 
days  and  nights.  A  distinguished  clergyman  was  continually 
begging  the  Government  to  send  to  his  relief  under  a  flag  of 
truce,  but  John  A.  Andrew  would  not  approbate  the  sending 
such  relief,  as  he  claimed  that  it  would  recognize  the  war  as  bel- 
ligerant  Now  this  incident  is  true  to  the  letter  with  this  excep- 
tion, that  instead  of  one  individual  twenty  thousand  were  there, 
left  to  suffer  and  die  for  four  long  days  and  nights,  their  enemies 
having  their  own  killed  and  wounded  to  care  for,  extended  to 
them  all  the  aid  they  were  able,  and  on  the  spot  parolled  nine 
thousand  prisoners,  and  as  far  as  they  were  able  put  up  boards 
to  mark  the  graves  of  the  dead.  John  A.  Andrew's  excuse  for 
not  sending  a  flag  of  truce  was  a  fallacy.  By  the  laws  of  nations 
the  order  of  the  blockade  acknowledged  the  war  as  belligerant,  to 
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whicli  fact  England  subsequently  called  the  attention  of  the 
Government  With  such  antecedents  no  one  but  Mr.  Philip 
ooald  stand  at  the  grave  of  John  A.  Andrew  whithout  enter- 
taining the  charitable  wish  that  oblivion  might  cover  his 
memory. 
September  19th,  1878. 
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THE    REPUBLICAN    PARTY 


«♦♦■ 


NUMBER    ONK 

The  United  States,  bound  in  a  league  of  friendship,  had  for. 
three-fourths  of  a  century  formed  a  glorious,  prosperous  and 
happy  Union,  sustained  by  a  church  whose  sole  characteristics 
were  love  and  charity,  and  nui^sed  by  an  uncorrupted  ballot-box, 
the  corniptor  of  which  ranked  with  a  sneak-thief.  In  1856  men 
hating  the  Union  and  declaring  the  Constitution  a  "  covenant 
with  hell "  and  its  flag  "  hate's  polluted  rag,"  called  a  convention 
and  formed  the  Republican  party.  It  consisted  of  a  conglomer- 
ation of  all  the  worst  elements  in  society,  of  w^hich  merely  to 
name  its  representative  men  is  ample  proof.  It  was  founded 
upon  a  gigantic  corruption  fund  of  which  there  is  the  most 
ample  official  proof.  By  the  cunning  treachery  of  such  men  as 
Benjamin  F.  Butler  and  Caleb  Cushing,  the  constitutional  sup- 
porters of  the  Union  became  divided,  and  the  sword  and  purse 
of  the  nation  passed  into  the  hands  of  that  Republican  party 
which  has  violated  every  object  for  which  the  Constitution  was 
made,  and  having  waded  through  seas  of  blood,  and  piled  up  a 
mountain  of  debt,  and  spread  its  corrupting  influence  among  the 
churches  and  people,  and  prostrated  the  whole  industry  of  the 
country.  Benjamin  F.  Butler  and  Caleb  Cushing  are  trying  to 
perpetuate  its  existence  by  again  trying  to  divide  the  best  ele- 
ments in  society.  In  the  mean  time  the  representative  men  of 
the  Republican  party,  taken  from  the  slums  of  the  people,  are 
using  their  plunderings  from  the  National  Treasury  and  their 
sharings  in  the  party  corruption  fund  to  rival  princes  in  foreign 
travel,  or  are  wallowing  in  the  wealth  of  untaxed  Government 
bonds  or  the  stocks  of  pampered  corporations. 

The  leaders  of  the  party  and  all  its  party  organs  acknowledge 


THE   REPUBLICAN   PARTY.  245 

the  existing  corruptions  and  have  for  yeare  been  promising 
reform.  They  know  that  it  is  notorious  that  all  our  national 
evils  have  grown  oat  of  their  party  corruption  fund  and  its  iflu- 
ence  upon  the  ballot-box,  and  therefore  they  exhibited  a  furious 
zeal  in  the  inform  of  that  ballot-box.  I.  now  submit  their  action 
in  that  pretended  reform  as  a  test  of  their  sincerity.  They  got 
a  law  passed  to  punish  the  corrupters  of  the  ballot-box,  and 
then  procured  an  amendment  exonerating  him  from  the  penalty 
of  the  crime  almost  as  soon  as  it  was  committed,  and  had  town 
elections  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  the  law,  thereby 
allowing  Supervisors  to  be  elected  through  the  unrestrained 
inflence  of  corruption  funds.  Those  Supervisors  have  the 
appointment  of  four  hundred  Grand  Jurors  in  the  county,  and 
of  course  they  select  them  from  such  men  as  have  been  the  most 
liberal  contributors  to  the  corruption  fund  or  its  most  efficient 
distributors.  Under  the  operation  of  that  law  the  names  of 
eight  men  were  presented  to  the  Grand  Jury  with  ample  proof 
of  their  crimes  from  which  the  law  of  limitation  had  not  yet 
exonerated  them ;  but  a  Government  officer  took  occasion  to 
devote  his  time  with  them.  He  ate  with  some,  he  drank  with 
some,  he  gambled  with  some — with  some  he  visited  houses  of 
ill-fame,  and  the  consequence  was  that  in  spite  of  the  importu- 
nities of  the  District  Attorney  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  com* 
plainta 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  not  surprising  that  Congress- 
men, Senators  and  Supervisors  should  procure  their  elections 
through  the  most  corrupt  means,  and  then  unhesitatingly  take 
the  iron-clad  oath  of  office.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  not 
surprising  that  some  men  should  be  assessed  for  one-third,  others 
one-half,  others  two-thirds  and  others  in  full  for  their  personal 
property,  with  the  full  knowledge  of  the  fact  by  those  making 
the  assessments,  of  which  I  have  the  most  ample  proof  and 
which  may  be  seen  by  the  assessment  rolls  with  the  attesta- 
tion affixed.  Such  are  among  the  proofs  that  he  that  corrupts 
the  ballot-box  will  commit  any  other  crime.  The  object  for  the 
punishment  of  crime  is  to  prevent  its  commission  in  the  future, 
and  I  say  it  in  the  sight  of  Heaven  that  I  would  joyfully  ignore 
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all  commission  of  crime  in  the  past  could  I  feel  assared  that  the 
interest  now  taken  in  the  subject  would  secure  us  from  the  com- 
mission of  those  crimes  in  the  future.  By  a  late  law  town  elec- 
tions are  made  subject  to  the  same  law  punishing  crime  in  other 
elections  Now  if  the  Legislature  will  but  pass  an  act  by  which 
corrupters  of  the  ballot-box  shall  be  held  liable  to  punishment 
for  all  future  time,  the  future  prosperity  of  our  country  will  be 
assured. 
September  26th,  187& 
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THE  REPUBLICAN  PARTY. 


NUMBER    TWO. 

The  Republican  party,  born  in  1856  of  a  Boston  and  Lowell 
corruption  fand,  is  a  party  of  false  pretenses.  Professing  to  love 
the  Union  of  the  States,  its  representative  men  have  been  the 
violators  of  every  object  for  which  the  Union  was  made,  and 
have  been  the  openly-expressed  haters  of  the  Constitution  made 
to  carry  out  those  objecta  Professing  to  hate  slavery,  the 
corruption  fund  have  been  the  sole  authors  of  that  slavery.  Pro- 
fessing to  be  the  friends  of  industry,  by  their  policy  they  have 
thrown  millions  of  people  out  of  employment  Professing  to  be 
the  friends  of  economy,  they  have  mortgaged  all  the  property  of 
the  country  to  pay  ten  thousand  millions  of  debts — National, 
State  and  corporate.  Professing  to  be  the  friends  of  commerce, 
they  have  thrown  two-thirds  of  the  commerce  ol  the  country 
into  foreign  ship&  Professing  to  be  the  friends  of  farmers,  they 
have,  by  their  policy,  reduced  the  products  of  the  farmers  one^ 
half.  They  impose  almost  prohibitory  duties  upon  the  imports 
taken  in  exchange  for  agricultural  products,  thereby  excluding 
those  products  from  the  foreign  market  or  giving  the  foreign  pro- 
ducer greatly  the  advantage  By  the  imposition  of  those  duties 
it  gives  to  the  authors  of  the  Republican  corruption  fand  the 
power  to  fix  the  price  of  agricultural  productions  and  also  the 
price  of  the  goods  that  farmers  have  occasion  to  consuma  Pro- 
fessing to  be  the  friends  of  civil  service  reform.  Republicans  have 
placed  men  in  the  highest  offices  of  the  nation,  who  were  either 
not  elected  by  the  people,  but  by  a  white  and  black  Returning 
Board,  or  whose  early  associations  were  among  boatmen,  rail 
splitters  or  the  employes  of  the  tan-yard ;  and  they  have  already 
taught  those  men  by  precedent  that  upon  their  obedience  to  the 
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authors  of  the  party  of  the  corruption  fund  depends  their  future 
— either  assassination  or  the  ability  to  rival  princes  in  gorgeous 
display  of  wealth  at  home,  or  in  voluptuous  expenditures 
abroad 

The  last,  and  under  existing  circumstances  the  most  important 
of  their  professions,  is  the  reform  of  the  ballot-box,  for  which 
they  have  procured  the  passage  of  certain  laws.  In  a  former 
article  we  have  noticed  the  efficiency  of  those  laws  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a  civil  service  reform  Goverment  officer,  who  gave  the 
Grand  Jury  his  special  attention.  We  will  now  see  how  those  laws 
will  operate  in  the  hands  of  a  respectable  Grand  Jury  just  drawn. 
The  Judge  of  the  Court  will  instruct  them  specially  to  act  upon 
their  own  information  or  the  complaint  of  others  in  punishing 
all  corrupters  of  the  ballot-box.  Should  any  one  attempt  to 
influence  them  in  their  deliberation,  I  have  no  doubt  they  will 
give  his  name  to  the  Court.  The  corruptions  of  the  ballot-box 
at  the  last  town  meetings  have  been  so  notorious  that  doubtless 
all  the  Grand  Jurors  have  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  facts  to 
justify  examinations.  But  they  are  met  by  the  fact  that  the 
Republican  law,  doubtless  designedly,  does  not  include  corrup- 
tions of  the  ballot-box  in  town  elections.  Many  of  the  Grand 
Jurors  may  Imve  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  corruptions  in  the 
County  and  State  elections  to  justify  an  examination,  but  they 
will  again  be  met  by  the  fact  that  all  these  cases  are  either  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitations  or  on  the  eve  of  being  so.  To 
indict  men  for  perjury  in  taking  the  iron-clad  oath  of  office  may 
be  subject  to  legal  objections  when  State  and  National  officers 
are  not  residents  of  Columbia  county.  And  now  Supervisors 
may  justify  themselves  in  taking  the  iron-clad  oath  of  office, 
because  their  backs  were  turned  when  their  associates  were  cor- 
rupting the  ballot-box  and  distributing  a  Republican  corruption 
fund.  But  under  all  these  embarrassments,  examples  may  be 
made  that  would  exert  a  salutary  influence  upon  the  corruption 
of  the  ballot-box.  If  such  examples  are  not  made  at  this,  they 
should  be  at  the  next  Court  I  think  the  corruption  of  the  bal- 
lot-box at  the  next  election  will  be  at  the  peril  of  the  corrupter. 
Earnest  men  are  determined  that  such  corruptions  shall  be 
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checked.  Honest  men  begin  to  realize  that  taking  a  bribe  at 
elections  is  becoming  accessory  to  one  of  the  greatest  and  mean- 
est of  crimes.  Men  of  honor  b^in  to  realize  that  he  who  would 
buy  or  sell  a  vote  is  capable  of  committing  any  other  crime. 
Farmers  are  banning  to  learn  that  if  the  corruption  of  the  bal- 
lot is  not  checked,  their  sinking  interests  will  sink  still  lower. 
Tax-payers  begin  to  realize  that  the  heavy  burdens  they  now 
bear  will  become  heavier  unless  corruption  shall  be  punished  ; 
and  laborers  begin  to  apprehend  that  the  price  paid  for  their  vote 
may  be  the  price  of  their  liberty. 

The  law  of  last  May  making  corruptions  in  town  elections 
punishable,  is  one  step  in  the  right  direction.  If  all  laws  of 
limitation  in  respect  to  corruption  of  the  ballot-box  shall  be 
repealed,  it  will  be  an  almost  effectual  step  in  the  right  direction. 
The  next  election,  now  near  at  hand,  may  be  of  vital  importance 
to  the  future  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  country.  If  cor- 
ruption shall  control  the  ballot-box,  the  policy  of  the  past  will 
be  pursued,  and  the  few  will  be  made  enormously  rich,  wielding 
arbitrary  power,  and  the  many  will  be  doomed  to  lasting  abject 
poverty,  with  no  more  liberty  than  slaves.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
our  next  election  shall  be  a  pure  election,  our  Government  may 
be  restored  to  its  first  principles,  and  its  ordinary  expenses 
reduced  one-half,  and  duties  upon  imports  will  be  imposed  no 
higher  than  will  be  necessary  to  pay  those  expenses — the  debts 
and  extra  expenses  of  the  Government  will  be  paid  by  an  inter- 
nal tax  imposed  upon  incomes  exceeding  $2,000  annually. 
Under  such  an  arrangement  the  products  of  agriculture,  with  an 
ample  market,  will  be  doubled,  and  industry  will  find  ample 
employment ;  and,  while  all  interests  will  be  prosperous,  our 
Government  will  become  the  pride  of  nations  and  the  hope  of 
the  world. 

October  3rd,  1878. 
82 
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A  CORRUPT  BALLOT-BOX. 


I  am  informed  by  a  reference  to  the  session  laws  and  also  by 
Mr.  George  P.  Philip,  who  has  favored  me  with  a  call,  that  the 
act  limiting  the  time  for  punishing  the  corrupters  of  the  ballot- 
box  did  not  pass  into  a  law,  so  that  all  obnoxious  for  that  crime 
during  the  past  three  years  are  liable  to  its  penalties.  However 
I  may  diflfer  with  Mr.  Philip  in  respect  to  public  policy,  I  am 
convinced  that  he  is  honest  and  determined  to  punish  all  corrup- 
ters of  the  ballot-box,  and  we  feel  confident  that  the  present 
Grand  Jury  will  give  us  the  most  efficient  aid  in  attaining  that 
object,  and  that  it  will  not  be  prudent  for  any  Gx>vernment 
official  debauchee  or  blackleg  to  attempt  to  lavish  upon  them 
any  of  his  blandishments.  The  only  question  *with  him  and 
other  determined  friends  of  reform  is  whether  it  is  best  to  push 
the  subject  at  this  Court  or  the  next,  it  being  possible  that  the 
aroused  public  attention  on  this  subject  has  already  worked  the 
desired  reform  which  the  November  election  will  demonstrate. 
The  crime  is  greater  than  that  of  murder  and  meaner  than  that  of 
a  chicken  thief,  and  not  only  the  distributers  of  the  corruption 
fund  are  liable  to  the  penalities  of  the  law,  but  the  contributors  to 
the  fivnd  from  the  President  down  to  his  postmasters.  And  the 
Grand  Jury  have  a  large  discretion  upon  the  subject  It  is  their 
duty  to  investigate  upon  any  well-grounded  suspicion,  and  to 
indict  upon  iwima  facia  evidence.  Though  the  taker  of  the  iron- 
clad oath  may  have  had  his  back  turned  or  been  absent  when 
his  agent  committed  the  crime,  it  was  indirectly  done  by  himself, 
and  his  visits  to  the  scenes  of  the  crime  is  prima  fada  against 
him,  and  would  justify  indictment  and  leave  him  to  answer  to 
the  Court  To  avoid  the  liabilities  to  answer  for  so  great  and 
so  mean  a  crime,  a  man  should  keep  himself,  like  Caesar's  wifej 
above  suspicion. 
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If  we  shall  have  a  pure  November  election,  the  penalty 
for  corrupting  the  ballot-box  will  be  increased  against  prin- 
cipals and  accessories  even  to  disfranchisement  for  time,  and  we 
ahall  have  a  Congress  that  will  see  that  the  markets  of  the  world 
are  thrown  open  to  our  agricultural  productions,  and  fanners 
will  not  be  obliged  to  lick  the  spittle  of  some  corruption  fund 
distributing  middle  man  in  order  to  sell  the  fruits  of  his  toil  to  en- 
able him  to  pay  his  taxes.  These  corruptions  are  the  natural 
growth  from  the  Republican  party,  which  for  long  years  has  had 
the  control  of  the  Government  It  was  founded  upon  a  huge  cor- 
ruption fund  in  1856,  as  was  fully  proved  by  the  testimony  of 
W.  W.  Stone,  one  of  its  most  active  agents,  whose  testimony 
will  be  found  in  the  daily  Journal  of  Commerce  Junior^  of  May 
29th,  185& 

I  have  already  called  attention  to  the  statement  in  the  New 
York  Christian  Advocate  in  which  it  exultingly  said  "  the  war 
had  destroyed  the  doctrine  of  State  rights."  In  the  Columbia 
Jiepublicanj  of  April  18th,  1878,  it  reads  :  "  The  destruction  of 
State  sovereignty  imposed  a  mighty  outlay  of  blood  and  treas- 
ure upon  the  nation,  the  first  of  which  must  forever  remain 
unpaid.  The  latter  must  be  paid  according  to  agreement  to 
**  those  who  supplied  it  Until  that  be  done  the  Republican 
**  party  cannot  be  said  to  have  ended  its  mission." 

The  General  Government  was  made  for  certain  objects,  and 
the  Constitution  was  the  means  for  sustaining  those  objects. 
The  Constitution,  by  its  provisions,  was  made  amendable,  but 
the  objects  for  which  it  was  made  were  inviolate.  The  first  of 
those  objects  was  the  reserved  sovereignty  of  States.  The  sec- 
ond was  the  establishment  of  justice.  The  boasted  policy  of  the 
Bepublicans  has  been  to  expend  a  mighty  outlay  of  blood  and 
treasure  to  destroy  the  first  object  of  the  Government  By  their 
policy  they  have  enabled  the  few,  either  by  stealth  or  by  favorit- 
ism, to  obtain  immense  wealth,  and  they  have  exempted  that 
wealth  from  taxation,  and  given  to  it  a  currency  not  enjoyed  by 
the  many.  And  they  impose  upon  that  many,  who  earn  their 
bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  the  burden  of  supporting  the 
Government  and  paying  its  debts.     By  that  injustice  they  have 
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destax)yed  the  second  object  for  which  our  Government  was 
formed,  and  it  is  their  boast  that  such  is  their  future  mission. 
If  their  corruption  fund  shall  not  enable  them  to  succeed  in 
attaining  their  objects  in  the  November  election,  the  day  is 
not  distant  when  every  member  of  the  party  will  blush  over  the 
name  of  Republican. 
October  10th,  1878. 
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THE  REPUBLICAN  "MISSION." 


In  a  Republican  paper  of  October  10th,  1878,  it  reads :  "  True 
**  to  the  last,  the  Republicans  of  Colorado  have  now  a  victory  of 
**  which  they  may  well  be  proud,  and  she  has  set  her  elder  sister 
**  States  a  noble  example."  This  victory  is  an  expression  in 
favor  of  the  mighty  outlay  of  blood  and  treasure  in  order  to 
destroy  the  doctrine  of  State  sovereignty.  It  is  in  favor  of  the 
further  declared  mipsion  of  the  Republicaos,  which  is  to  confer 
upon  bond-holders  a  currency  not  ^ joyed  by  the  people,  and  to 
exempt  them  from  a  taxation  imposed  upon  those  who  earn 
their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow.  The  population  of  Col- 
orado in  1870  was  89,864,  while  that  of  New  York  was  4,382,759. 
Each  State  had  two  United  States  Senators,  made  equal  because 
each  originally  were  sovereign  States ;  and  true  to  their  instincts 
Republicans  continued  such  representation  notwithstanding  their 
boast  that  State  sovereignty  had  been  destroyed.  Bat  aside  of 
that  expression  in  favor  of  that  peculiar  Republican  policy,  the 
people  of  Colorado  had  another  excuse  for  voting  a  Republican 
ticket,  and  that  was  that  creatures  of  the  Republican  party  were 
the  owners  of  all  the  lands  contiguous  to  the  railroads,  and  being 
in  extent  almost  equal  to  that  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Two 
years  before  the  birth  of  the  Republican  party,  the  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts  incorporated  the  Emigrant  Aid  Society.  That 
society  made  war  upon  all  who  attempted  settlement  upon  the 
public  domain  except  under  their  patronage.  They  raised  the 
cry  of  bleeding  Kansas,  and  they  united  with  Lowell  manufac- 
turers and  Boston  rum  distillers  in  forming  the  Republican 
party.  In  1861  that  party,  having  obtained  the  control  of  the 
Government  in  all  its  branches,  loaned  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars  with  which  to  build  thousands  of  miles  of  railroads,  and 
sold  those  roads  to  the  creatures  of  the  Emigrant  Aid  Society  to 


254  FINANCE   AND   POLITICS. 

be  paid  for  when  James  Watson  Webb's  frogs  in  Hamilton 
county  shall  pay  his  $52,000  loan  contracted  in  the  days  of 
Andrew  Jackson.  In  addition  to  that  sale,  the  Government 
made  a  gift  to  the  creatures  of  that  society  from  the  public 
domain  a  territory  almost  equal  in  extent  to  that  of  half  of 
Europe,  and  it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  the  people,  settling 
upon  those  lands,  were  not  largely  under  the  control  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  the  several  States  that  have  been  formed 
upon  this  territory  have  justified  this  conclusion.  Each  are  rep- 
resented by  two  Senators  as  though  they  were  sovereign  States, 
and  each  politically  deny  that  State  sovereignty  exists;  and 
each  claim  that  the  money  borrowed  to  build  their  railroads  shall 
be  paid  in  a  currency  not  enjoyed  by  the  people,  and  those  who 
made  the  loan  should  be  exempted  from  taxation. 

Should  the  November  elections  give  to  the  Democracy  the  cou- 
trol  of  both  branches  of  Congress,  as  now  seems  probable,  those 
creatures  of  the  Emigrant  Aid  Society  will  find  themselves  in  an 
awkward  position,  as  well  as  he  who  occupies  the  Presidential 
chair  when  not  elected  by  the  people,  for  the  Republican  party 
finding  that  their  corruption  fund  had  lost  its  efliciency,  will 
fade  from  public  view  and  be  but  too  happy  to  have  oblivion 
cover  their  antecedents.  Should  the  Democracy  get  the  control 
of  the  Grovernment  they  would  soon  falsify  the  Republican  dec- 
laration that  under  Republican  supremacy  they  had  become  as 
corrupt  as  the  Republicans  themselves.  On  the  contrary,  they 
will  restore  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  not  only  in  its  Senato- 
rial representation,  but  in  all  other  civil  and  industrial  interests. 
The  General  Government  will  be  restricted  to  its  commercial 
and  diplomatic  prerogatives,  with  the  addition  of  legislating  in 
respect  to  patents  and  copy  rights,  and  to  a  territory  ten  miles 
square  for  the  seat  of  Government  Justice,  the  second  object 
of  the  Constitution,  will  be  restored  to  all,  in  the  cottage  as  well 
as  in  the  palace.  A  love  of  country  and  a  true  patriotism  will 
inspire  all  owners  of  capital  to  loan  to  the  Government  for  all  its 
just  requirements  without  asking  special  favors  for  so  doing.  An 
equal  currency  will  be  provided  for  all ;  an  equitable  taxation 
will  be  imposed  upon  all ;  agricultural  States  will  not  be  taxed 
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in  order  to  bestow  bounties  upon  fishing  States;  reciprocity 
treaties  will  not  be  made  in  order  to  confer  favors  upon  some  at 
the  expense  of  others ;  no  duties  will  be  imposed  upon  imports 
except  to  pay  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Government ;  all  other 
debts  and  expenses  will  be  paid  by  an  equitable  tax  upon 
property,  thereby  opening  to  agriculture  the  markets  of  the 
world,  and  not  burdening  the  exports  of  agriculture  by  a  duty 
Upon  the  imports  taken  in  exchange  to  near  half  the  value  of 
the  exports.  Anl^jual  tax  will  be  imposed  upon  Boston  rum 
exported  with  that  which  is  imposed  upon  the  distillation  of  all 
other  liquors,  thereby  stopping  the  Eastern  African  slave-trade 
of  which  it  is  the  main-spring  and  which  is  shocking  the 
humanity  of  the  whole  civilized  world.  By  the  establishment 
of  these  principles  of  justice,  domestic  tranquility  will  be  insured. 
No  President  will  dare  to  usurp  the  prerogatives  of  Congress  by 
commencing  civil  war  without  its  authority,  or  by  raising  armies 
or  declaring  blockades — or  suspending  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  or 
by  exercising  a  prerogative  that  even  Congress  did  not  possess — 
B  refusal  to  obey  the  mandates  of  the  Court 

Let  the  first  principles  of  the  Government  be  restored,  and  let 
the  industry  of  the  country  be  governed  by  the  natural  laws  of 
trade  under  the  protection  of  the  State  authorities  which  can  best 
judge  of  its  requirements  under  the  varieties  of  the  climate  of 
our  country  and  their  peculiar  local  circumstances,  .and  industry 
will  be  raised  from  its  ruins,  agricultural  productions,  with  an 
ample  market,  will  be  doubled,  laborers  will  find  full  employ- 
ment and  no  State  will  desire  to  secede  from  the  Union ;  on  the 
contrary,  to  be  expelled  would  be  one  of  the  greatest  punish- 
menta  Our  Government  will  again  be  recognized  by  all  as  the 
best  that  Heaven  ever  blest  a  people  witL 

October  24th,  1878. 
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STATE  AND  TOWN  ASSESSORS. 


In  1860  the  amount  of  tax  imposed  upon  the  county  of  Colum- 
bia was  $124,241.  In  1874  that  tax  had  inclbased  to  $347,708. 
As  a  large  portion  of  this  increased  taxation  was  for  the  benefit 
of  the  State  Treasury,  to  insure  an  equality  between  the  counties 
a  Board  of  State  Assessors  were  appointed  who,  associated  with 
the  Supervisors  and  Assessors  of  the  county,  held  a  meeting  in 
the  city  of  Hudson.  Those  State  Assessors  called  the  attention 
of  the  Supervisors  to  the  fact  that  they  did  not  comply  with  the 
law  in  making  their  equalized  valuation  as  high  as  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  Assessors.  They  also  called  the  attention  of  the 
Assessors  to  the  fact  that  much  of  the  taxable  property  in  the 
towns  was  not  assessed  at  all ;  and  they  cited  one  town  in  par 
ticular  in  which  by  the  census  there  was  over  two  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  property  liable  to  taxation,  and  yet  by  the 
Supervisors'  equalized  valuation  there  was  only  a  little  over  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  assessed  and  taxed  upon  that  town. 
Those  State  Assessors  also  suggested  that  if  the  Supervisors  and 
Assessors  did  not  comply  with  the  provisions  of  law  they  would 
take  the  responsibility  of  imposing  the  assessments  and  enforcing 
the  law. 

In  1878  all  the  counties  of  the  State  had  complied  with  the 
law  with  exception  of  Columbia  county.  In  consequence  the 
State  Assessors  adopted  the  equalized  valuations  of  the  Boards 
of  Supervisors  in  every  county  except  Columbia.  In  Columbia 
county  the  aggregate  Assessors'  valuation  was  $22,131,844, 
whereas  the  Supervisors'  equalized  valuation  was  only 
$14,697,317 ;  and  the  Assessors  still  continued  to  neglect  to 
assess  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  taxable  property.  In  conse- 
quence of  that  non-compliance  with  the  law  by  both  Supervisors 
and  Assessors,  the  State  Assessors  imposed  upon  the  county 
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an  assessment  on  $30,707,243,  and  by  a  mere  majority  of 
one  in  the  Board  of  State  Assessors  the  county  escaped  an  addi- 
tional tax  of  $3,000,000. 

Unless  the  Supervisors  at  their  present  session  shall  comply 
with  the  law,  that  additional  $3,000,000,  or  more,  will  certainly 
be  imposed.  The  consequence  will  be  that  in  addition  to  the 
near  $9,000,000  of  property  upon  which  farmers  principally  pay 
the  tax,  which  property  is  owned  by  others  who  are  exempted 
firom  taxation,  that  sum  will  be  increased  till  the  law  shall  be 
oomplied  witL 

What  is  particularly  aggravating  in  this  case  is  that  &rmers, 
whose  interests  were  never  before  as  depressed  as  now,  have  this 
burden  of  taxation  imposed  upon  them  and  have  their  property 
assessed  at  prices  above  which  they  can  negotiate  a  sale,  of  which 
all  have  a  notable  example  in  this  very  neighborhood,  while 
those  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  property  which  is  exempted 
from  taxation  is  the  most  productive  in  the  county,  and  the 
laigest  profit  accrues  from  it 

In  a  local  paper  of  November  12th,  1867,  it  is  stated  that  one 
individual,  whose  property  is  thus  exempted  from  taxation, 
received  a  net  profit  upon  his  products  of  sixty-five  thousand 
doUars  in  fifteen  months.  By  the  action  that  the  State  Assessors 
find  themselves  constrained  to  take,  the  tax  upon  that  very 
property  from  which  that  enormous  profit  accrued  is  imposed 
upon  the  farmers  of  the  county.  This  injustice,  great  as  it  is, 
is  of  the  smallest  account  in  comparison  to  the  corruptions  that 
this  policy  is  diffusing  into  all  branches  of  our  Govemmeut  and 
among  the  people,  and  which,  if  not  corrected,  will  work  our 
national  ruin.  This  corrupt  system  of  assessment  is  made  for 
political  or  personal  purposes,  a  matter  of  punishment  to  some 
and  favoritism  to  others,  and  threats  are  made  against  editors  of 
papers  who  shall  dare  to  disclose  these  corruptions. 

November  28th,  1878. 
33 
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INEQUALITY  OF  ASSESSMENTS. 


On  the  22d  page  of  the  late  Centennial  Gazetteer  of  the  United 
States,  it  reads :  "  A  large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
"  States  are  eugaged  in  agriculture,  which  here,  as  elsewhere^ 
''  forms  the  basis  of  national  wealth/'  In  the  eighth  message  of 
President  Washington  he  says:  "The  great  preponderance  of 
"  agriculture  over  other  interests  entitles  it  to  the  highest  consid- 
"  eration."  In  his  late  message  President  Hayes  expresses  the 
same  sentiment,  and  says :  "  The  agricultural  productions  of  1878 
"  amount  to  $300,000,000."  By  the  census  of  1878  the  products 
of  the  manufacturers  amounted  to  $4,305,932,032,  which  by  esti- 
mation has  since  increased  eight  per  cent,  making  their  products 
in  1878  exceed  $4,600,000,000,  or  an  annual  sum  of  $600  for 
every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  manufacturing  population, 
while  it  is  only  $100  per  annum  in  the  agricultural  population. 
Up  to  1860  the  annual  products  of  agriculture  exceeded  all 
others  by  $1,000,000,000  annually.  Up  to  1860  the  industrial 
interests  of  the  country  were  under  the  Constitutional  care  of 
State  sovereignty.  Since  that  time  they  have  been  under  the 
usurped  care  of  the  General  Government,  which  has  thrown  all 
its  burdens  upon  agriculture  and  petted  other  interests  at  its 
expense.     Hence  the  change. 

In  addition  to  the  policy  of  the  General  Government,  towns 
and  counties  have  manifested  a  strange  disposition  to  impose  all 
their  burdens  upon  the  agricultural  interest  By  the  131st 
page  of  the  census  of  1840,  it  appears  that  in  one  town  in  this 
county  there  was  a  manufacturing  capital  liable  to  taxation  of 
$720,000,  which  has  since  been  increased  five-fold,  and  has 
never  up  to  this  time  been  assessed  one  dollar.  Under  the 
Supervisors'  equalization  of  1877  the  whole  assessed  property  of 
that  town  was  put  at  $261,000.     Their  water-power,  among  the 
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finest  in  the  country,  has  built  up  a  number  of  wealthy,  flourish- 
ing villages.  The  realty,  aside  of  their  personal  property,  must 
exceed  a  million  of  dollars.  They  have  also  $170,000  of  railroad 
property.  By  the  Assessors'  estimate  at  the  meeting  of  last 
May  their  farms  were  valued  at  over  $600,000,  and  yet  they  pay 
tax  on  only  $261,000  of  property.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  State 
Assessors  and  Board  of  Equalization  to  see  that  justice  is  done 
between  the  counties  in  the  matter  of.  assessments.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  see  that  justice  is  done 
between  the  towns,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Assessors  to  see 
that  justice  is  done  between  individuals.  In  consequence  of  the 
neglect  of  the  Assessors  and  Supervisors  in  Columbia  county  to 
discharge  their  duties  according  to  law,  the  State  Assessors  have 
been  compelled  to  assess  the  farmers  on  nearly  $9,000,000  of 
property  owned  by  other  interests,  and  I  wait  with  some  anxiety 
to  see  how  far  this  enormous  wrong  has  been  remedied  at  the 
late  session  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  If  they  have  discharged 
their  duties  properly,  the  assessment  of  next  year  will  be  made 
according  to  law. 
December  19th,  187a 
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TAXATION. 


How    Republicans    Use    it    for    Partisan 

Purposes. 


!■»  ■ 


It  is  a  conceded  fact  that  in  this  as  in  all  other  countries  agri- 
oulture  is  the  most  important  industrial  interest  and  forms  the 
basis  of  national  wealth,  and  in  all  other  countries  but  this  it  is 
specially  favored.  In  1860  its  products  exceeded  those  of  all 
others  by  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars  annually.  Now  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  other  industrial  interests  exceed  those  of  agriculture 
by  over  two  thousand  millions  of  dollars  annually.  Those  of 
agriculture  being  only  three  thousand  millions  of  dollars,  while 
those  of  the  manufacturers  alone  exceed  four  thousand  six 
hundred  millions.  In  fact,  the  products  of  agriculture  annually 
but  a  very  little  exceed  those  of  1860,  notwithstanding  we  have 
added  fifteen  millions  to  our  population  and  several  large  agri- 
cultural States  to  the  Union.  In  1860  the  General  Government 
usurped  the  prerogative  of  interfering  with  the  internal  industrial 
interests  of  the  country,  and  instead  of  cherishing  agriculture,  it 
has  specially  petted  other  interests  at  its  expense.  Those  petted 
interests,  while  protected  from  all  outside  competition  by  almost 
prohibitory  duties  upon  imports,  are  exempted  from  taxation 
and  pennitled  to  draw  bounties  from  the  National  Treasury, 
while  at  the  same  time  all  the  burden  of  the  Government  is 
thrown  upon  the  agricultural  interest 

The  wealth  acquired  by  the  petted  interests  is  used  to  corrupt 
the  ballot-box,  and  thereby  procuring  the  adoption  of  the  same 
policy  in  counties  that  is  practiced  by  the  General  Government, 
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BS  will-  appear  on  the  187th  and  a  few  succeeding  pages  of  the 
recently-published  History  of  Columbia  County.  The  facts  there 
stated  are  taken  from  the  last  State  census.  It  will  there  appear 
that  the  manufacturing  capital  in  this  county  is  five  million, 
thirty-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars,  and  that 
its  annual  products  are  six  millions,  seven  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars,  while  the" 
capital  invested  in  farms  was  twenty- three  millions,  four  hundred 
and  fifty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars, 
producing  an  annual  income  of  only  two  million,  four  hundred 
and  forty-four  thousand  and  twelve  dollars.  And  yet  that  man- 
ufacturing capital  has  never  been  assessed  and  taxed  one  dollar, 
while  the  State  Assessors  have  caused  that  manufacturing  capi- 
tal to  be  taxed  upon  the  farms  in  the  county  in  order  to  pay  to 
the  State  $97,239.  To  produce  that  $6,737,568  in  manufactures 
3,551  laborers  are  employed,  while  in  the  production  of  that 
$2,444,012  in  agriculture,  over  7,000  laborers  are  employed,  and 
yet  farmers  have  to  pay  the  tax  on  the  manufacturing  capital 
Bailroads  and  the  real  estate  of  corporations,  which  now  amounts 
in  this  county  to  $4,021,099,  should  be  added  to  the  real  estate 
property  in  the  towns  in  which  they  are  located,  as  they  are  in 
cities,  and  should  be  assessed  upon  those  towns  in  the  Super- 
visors' equalized  valuation,  which  would  raise  the  valuation  in 
some  towns  from  about  thirty  dollars  per  acre  to  eighty  and  one 
hundred  and  two  hundred  dollars  per  acre,  the  farmers  in  those 
towns  enjoying  the  benefit  of  that  policy  in  common  with  those 
of  other  towns.  And  yet  the  Supervisors  in  their  valuations 
have  put  the  favored  towns  below  and  in  one  instance  to  less 
than  half  the  Assessors'  valuation  on  farms,  whereas  in  the  less 
favored  towns  the  farms  have  been  put  nearly  up  and  in  one 
instance  above  the  Assessors'  valuation. 

Notwithstanding  this  enormous  injustice  the  Supervisors  have 
managed  to  get  the  Assessors  to  raise  their  assessments  upon 
farms  twenty  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  and  they  have  doubtless 
taken  advantage  of  that  rise  in  their  equalization  at  their  recent 
session.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  figures  in  the  county  history 
that  after  deducting  the  labor,  seed,  fertalizers,  taxes,  repairs  and 
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use  of  teams  and  interests  from  the  products  of  agriculture,  will 
leave  only  five  per  cent  profit,  while  after  the  same  deductions 
from  the  products  of  manufacturers  would  leave  fifty  per  cent  prof- 
it, and  yet  farms  are  taxed  on  the  capital  of  the  manufacturers. 
We  are  all  aware  that  the  Government  bond-holders  are  exempted 
from  taxation  on  over  two  thousand  millions  of  dollars.  The 
reason  assigned  is  the  inducement  to  loan  at  a  less  rate  of 
interest  This  reason  goes  to  prove  that  capitalists  have  not 
sufficient  patriotism  to  loan  to  the  Government  to  promote  a  good 
cause  without  a  bonus. 

For  reasons  equally  ridiculous  and  unjust,  it  is  proposed  to 
exempt  the  holders  of  mortgages  from  taxation.  The  effect 
would  be  that  a  loan  of  $1,000  could  be  exempted  from  taxation 
if  secured  by  a  mortgage  on  a  fifty  dollar  smoke-housa  To  be 
relieved  from  all  such  impositions  and  all  inducements  to  them, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  restore  to  the  States  the  sovereignty  reserved 
to  them  when  the  Union  was  formed,  and  to  strictly  adhere  to 
that  justice  and  other  principles  which  were  the  declared  objects 
of  the  Union. 

December  26th,  1878. 
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THE  TAX  QUESTION. 


♦•» 


Facts  For  Candid  Consideration 


By  the  report  of  the  Comptroller,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
1877  learned  that  there  was  near  nine  millions  of  dollars  worth 
of  untaxed  corporate  or  manufacturing  property  in  Columbia 
county,  which  in  justice  to  the  other  counties,  the  State  Asses- 
sors had  taxed  for  State  purposes  upon  the  county,  and  was  in 
consequence  paid  by  the  farmers  and  other  real  estate  of  the 
county.  For  abetter  understanding  of  the  subject  the  Supervisors 
appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  State  Assessors.  Hav- 
ing learned  the  facts,  in  order  to  save  appearances,  at  a  meet- 
ing in  May  last  the  Supervisors  had  the  address  to  persuade 
the  Assessors  of  the  county  to  add  near  six  millions  of  dollars 
to  the  valuation  of  the  real  estate,  so  that  instead  of  relief  the 
Supervisors  have  obtained  a  plausible  showing  for  that  gross 
injustice. 

As  an  illustration  of  this  policy  I  will  cite  the  case  and  show 
its  workings  in  the  towns  of  Copake  and  Hillsdale.  On  the 
392d  page  of  the  recently-published  county  history,  it  appears 
that  with  the  labor  of  fifty  hands  the  furnace  in  Copake  pro- 
duces three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  iron  annu- 
ally. By  the  reports  upon  commerce  and  navigation  it  appears 
that  for  long  years,  till  recently,  the  export  price  of  that  iron 
has  averaged  forty-four  dollars  per  ton,  producing  an  annual 
income  to  the  furnace  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand 
dollars.  The  annual  income  of  the  farms  in  Hillsdale  has 
been  as  follows : — 
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Peas $        20 

Beans 80 

Buckwheat 7,000 

Turnips 800 

R>Utoes 2,000 

Wheat 300 

Corn 80,000 

Rye 25,000 

Oats 40,000 

Cows 25,000 

Sheep 9,000 

Hogs 14,000 

$152,700 

Hay  and  pasturage  are  not  included  in  this  estimate,  as  their 
value  is  embraced  in  the  stock  estimate,  and  for  the  same  reason 
a  portion  of  the  oats  and  corn  should  have  been  excluded.  Bui 
this  showing  presents  the  facts  that  that  single  furnace,  with  the 
labor  and  board  of  only  fifty  hands,  produces  an  annual  income 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty -five  thousand  dollars.  While  over 
thirty  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Hillsdale,  with  the  labor  and 
board  of  over  four  hundred  laborers,  produces  only  the  annual 
income  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  thousand  dollars  ;  and  yet 
in  the  equalized  valuation  of  the  Supervisors,  that  furnace  prop- 
erty is  exempted  from  taxation,  while  by  the  action  of  the  State 
Assessors  it  is  taxed  upon  the  farmers  of  Hillsdale  in  common 
with  the  other  farmers  and  real  estate  of  the  county.  By  look- 
ing at  the  published  proceedings  of  the  Supervisors  for  1877,  it 
will  appear  that  there  is  in  Copake  three  hundred  and  six  thoa- 
sand  dollars  of  railroad  property,  which  is  not  included  in  the 
Supervisors'  valuation,  but  which  constitutes  a  part  of  the  mil- 
lions which  the  State  Assessors  have  taxed  upon  the  farmers  of 
the  county. 

It  is  such  policy  as  this  practiced  in  our  nation  which  has 
reduced  the  agricultural  products  from  being  a  thousand  millions 
more,  to  be  over  two  thousand  millions  of  dollars  less  than  the 
products  of  other  industries  annually. 

January  9th,  1879. 
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The  Boundary  Line  Between  Copake  and 

Hillsdale. 


A  large  portion  of  the  taxable  property  in  the  town  of  Hills- 
dale consists  of  rugged,  rocky  hills,  and  with  no  manufacturing 
or  corporate  property  except  a  few  rods  of  New  York  &  Harlem 
railroad,  and  the  gathering  fertility  upon  these  hills  during  the 
world's  existence  has  been  carried  by  the  action  of  water  and 
deposited  upon  the  fertil  bottom  lands  of  Copake.  While 
Copake,  with  a  population  larger  than  that  of  Hillsdale  and  a 
territory  nearly  as  large,  and  consisting  principally  of  rich  bot- 
tom land,  and  with  a  railroad,  corporate  and  manufacturing 
capacity  of  nearly  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  is  only  taxed 
by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  about  three  hundred  dollars  more 
than  the  town  of  Hillsdale.  Not  satisfied  with  that  monstrous 
injustice,  certain  prominent  citizens  of  Copake  are  desirous  of 
getting  from  Hillsdale  the  few  rods  of  railroad  she  has  in  her 
possession.  To  that  end  they  commenced  assessing  certain  real 
estate  in  the  town  of  Hillsdale.  Having  thus  raised  a  contro- 
versy, the  Supervisor  of  Copake  caused  the  following  resolu- 
tion to  be  passed  without  objection  by  the  late  Board  of  Super- 
visors : — 

*'  Bciolved,  That  Allen  Sheldon,  Supervisor  of  Hillsdale,  and  Theodore 
Lampman,  Supervisor  of  Copake,  and  John  McNeil,  Supervisor  of  Taghka- 
nic,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  employ  the  State  Engineer  and  Surveyor  or 
some  other  competent  Surveyor  to  ascertain  and  establish  a  true  boundary 
line  between  the  towns  of  Hillsdale  and  Copake,  in  accordance  with  the  old 
Yates  survey,  the  expense  incurred  by  them  to  be  paid  equally  by  said  towns 
of  Copake  and  HiUsdale." 

34 


266  FINANCE  AND   POLITICS. 

The  objections  to  this  resolution  were  obvious.  Firsi^  the  pre- 
liminary steps  had  not  been  taken  to  invest  the  Board  with  any 
prerogatives  over  the  subject.  &co)id,  the  Board  had  no  author- 
ity to  impose  the  expense  upon  any  one  except  the  party  raising 
the  question.  And  lastly,  the  legislative  act  had  fixed  the 
southerly  line  of  the  town  of  Hillsdale  upon  the  north  line 
of  great  lot  No.  1  of  the  manor  of  Livingston,  and  the  title 
deeds  of  both  Livingston  and  Yan  Rensselaer  had  fixed  that  line, 
and  particularly  upon  the  land  upon  which  the  question  had 
been  raised.  The  act  fixing  the  south  boundary  of  Hillsdale 
knew  nothing  of  any  ex  parte  fugitive  survey,  and  four  trials 
recently  made  show  that  if  there  was  such  a  survey  it  consisted 
in  a  complication  of  blunders,  whereas  the  line  as  fi^ed  by  the 
deeds  of  Livingston  and  Van  Rensselaer  are  conclusive,  and  fix 
the  line  where  it  has  been  recognized  for  near  a  century. 

If  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  their  equalization  would  com- 
ply with  the  law,  and  include  railroad,  corporate  and  manufac- 
turing real  estate  with  that  of  farm  lands,  this  question  by  the 
Copake  Supervisor  would  neve  have  been  raised. 

January  16th,  1879. 
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Duties  of  Supervisors  and  Assessors. 


-♦-»- 


It  is  the  legal  duty  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  examine  all 
the  assessment  rolls,  and  they  are  empowered  to  equalize  the 
value  of  real  estate  so  as  to  make  it  just  and  equitable  between 
the  different  towns  or  wards  in  the  county.  It  is  another  duty 
of  the  Board  to  inform  the  Comptroller  of  any  willful  n^lect  of 
the  Assessors  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  and  the  Comptroller 
is  required  to  give  the  information  to  the  District  Attorney  that 
he  may  prosecute  for  such  neglect  The  following  is  a  sample 
of  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  Yates  county 
in  1874:— 

TOWN   OF    MILO. 

23,016  acres  at  $38,87  per  acre $  894,608  00 

Railroads 426,589  00 

Personal  property 276,400  00 

Corporate  and  manufacturing 900,000  00 

Total  equalized  valuation $2,497,597  00 

Tax  unpaid  at  1.05  percent,  amount 22,130  00 

The  following  is  a  sample  of  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors in  Columbia  county  in  1877  : — 

TOWN  OF  COPAKE. 

24,026  acres  assessed  at  $24  per  acre $  576.624  00 

Railroad 306,000  00 

Personal  property 116,260  00 

Manufacturing 413,896  00 

Amount  of  Assessors'  valuation $1,412,780  00 

Tax  on  Assessors*  valuation  at  1.29  per  cent 18.248  00 

Tax  under  Supervisors'  valuation 9,901  72 

Superviaon'  less  than  Assessors'  valuation 8,346  28 
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TOWN  OF    HILL8DALB. 

80,013  acres  assessed $   409,050  00 

Railroad 40,000  00 

Personal  property 06,350  00 

Assessors' valuation $   006,300  00 

Tax  on  Assessors'  valuation  at  1.29  percent 7,821  00 

Tax  under  Supervisors'  valuation 7,835  91 

TOWN  OP  STOCKPORT. 

6,194  acres  assessed $   318,440  00 

RaUroad 170,000  00 

Personal  property 66,600  00 

Assessors*  valuation $   555,040  00 

Tax  on  Assessors'  valuation  at  1.29  percent 7,160  00 

Tax  under  Supervisor's  valuation 6,370  63 

Supervisors'  less  than  Assessors' $  789  47 

In  making  this  exhibit  it  should  be  taken  into  account  that 
the  lands  in  Hillsdale  arc  assessed  relatively  much  higher  than 
those  of  either  Copakc  or  Stockport  It  should  also  be  taken 
into  account  that  the  town  expenses  in  Copake,  in  which  the 
county  had  no  interest,  exceeded  those  of  Ilillsdale  by  over  $600, 
while  those  of  Stockport  exceeded  those  of  Ilillsdale  by  over 
$2,100.  These  excesses  of  town  expenses  having  been  estimated 
in  the  county  funds,  should  be  added  to  the  unjust  and  illegal 
action  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  which  would  swell  that  injus- 
tice existing  in  favor  of  Copake  to  $8,946.28,  and  that  existing 
in  favor  of  Stockport  to  $2,889.47.  The  injustice  here  exhibited 
between  Hillsdale  on  the  one  hand  and  Copake  and  Stockport 
on  the  other,  is  existing  throughout  the  county,  some  being 
favored  and  others  oppressed.  The  action  of  the  Supervisors  in 
Yates  county  was  according  to  law,  that  of  the  Supervisors  in 
Columbia  county  is  in  violation  of  law,  and  if  not  corrected  at 
the  next  annual  session  of  the  Board,  should  be  made  a  subject 
for  the  courts. 

It  should  be  further  taken  into  account  that  there  is  two 
millions  of  dollars  worth  of  taxable  manufacturing  capital  in  the 
town  of  Stockport,  and  millions  in  other  towns  that  is  not 
assessed  at  all,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
to  present  the  names  of  the  delinquent  Assessors  to  the  Comp- 
troller for  his  action  as  the  law  has  provided.  Were  it  not  for 
Uie  difference  in  the  amount  of  town  accounts  and  the  interfer- 
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ence  of  the  Supervisors,  the  per  centage  would  be  the  same 
throughout  the  county.  It  would  only  be  highest  where  town 
expenses  are  greatest  Without  the  action  of  the  Supervisors, 
however,  injustice  might  accrue  from  under  valuations  in  some 
of  the  towns.  To  guard  against  such  injustice  the  Supervisors 
are  invested  with  the  prerogative  of  equalizing  real  estate  upon 
principles  of  equity,  and  never  was  a  prerogative  more  abused 
than  it  is  by  the  Supervisors  of  Columbia  county ;  and  there 
will  never  be  a  perfect  remedy  till  a  majority  of  the  Super- 
visors shall  serve  the  people  or  their  constituents  instead  of  a 
corruption  fund. 

Under  an  equitable  valuation  of  the  real  estate  the  per  centage 
tax  upon  the  pe<)i)le  of  Copake  should  be  a  trifle  higher  than 
that  of  Hillsdale,  as  their  own  accounts  were  higher;  but 
under  the  action  of  the  Supervisors,  Copake  was  assessed  only 
about  six  mills  on  the  dollar,  while  Hillsdale  was  assessed  about 
thirteen  mills  on  the  dollar.  To  increase  that  great  injustice,  a 
remarkable  resolution  was  passed  by  the  late  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors, and  by  it  in  violation  of  the  express  provision  of  the  law 
under  any  circumstances,  Hillsdale  was  to  be  taxed  to  pay  a  part 
of  the  expenses  of  inflicting  that  wrong. 

January  23rd,  1879. 
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ASSESSMENTS  AND   TAXATION. 


The  assessed  value  of  property  in  this  county  in  1877  was 
$22,131,344.  The  sum  paid  into  the  county  treasury  waa 
$184,218.  Without  the  interference  of  the  Supervisors  each 
town  would  have  been  assessed  eight  and  three-tenths  mills  on 
the  dollar;  but  under  the  ** equalizing "  prerogative  of  the 
Supervisors,  Copake  paid  only  six  mills  on  the  dollar,  whereas 
Hillsdale  paid  about  thirteen  mills  on  the  dollar,  or  $1,760  above 
her  just  average.  Twelve  towns  in  the  county  suffered  with 
Hillsdale.  The  gross  amount  they  paid  above  their  just  average 
was  $16,155,  as  will  appear  to  any  one  who  will  make  the  com- 
putation. Of  course  the  residue  of  the  towns  in  the  county 
received  a  corresponding  benefit,  of  which  the  towns  of  Stock- 
port and  Copake  received  the  lion's  share.  To  illustrate — Stock- 
port was  assessed  by  the  Assessors  $655,040,  which  under  their 
equalizing  prerogative  the  Supervisors  reduced  to  $261,711,  or 
less  than  one-half.  Of  the  assessed  property  $66,600  was  per- 
sonal property  over  which  the  Supervisors  had  no  prerogative- 
One  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars  was  railroad  corpo- 
rate property  over  which  the  Supervisors  had  no  prerogative. 
By  deducting  the  personal  and  corporate  it  left  the  real  estate 
upon  the  Supervisors'  equalization  at  $25,111,  or  a  trifle  over 
four  dollars  per  acre. 

Now  as  to  Copake,  the  Assessors'  valuation  was  $1,529,040, 
which  was  reduced  by  the  Supervisor  to  $620,806,  much  less 
than  one-half.  Of  the  assessed  property  $116,260  was  personal 
property.  Railroad  cori)oratc  property  was  $306,000.  By 
deducting  that  personal  and  corporate  property  from  the  sum 
fixed  by  the  Supervisors,  it  left  the  gross  value  of  the  real  estate 
to  be  $198,546,  or  a  trifle  over  eight  dollars  per  acre.  It  must 
be  understood  that  the  county  is  only  benefitted  by  the  Super- 
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visors'  valuation  of  $620,806,  whereas  the  tax  is  distributed 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  upon  the  Assessors^  valuation 
of  $1,529,040.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  very  modest  in 
some  of  the  leading  inhabitants  of  Copake  to  seek  to  get  from 
Hillsdale  her  small  item  of  corporate  property,  and  to  do  so  to 
discredit  the  title  deeds  of  Livingston  and  Van  Rensselaer,  and 
to  obtain  their  object  through  an  old  ex  parte  fugitive  survey, 
which  four  attempts  have  failed  to  find. 
January  80th,  1879. 
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GLARING  INEQUALITIES. 
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Under  the  Supervisors'  equalized  valuation  of  $261,000,  Stook- 
port  was  taxed  in  1877  $261,000,  of  which  $170,000  was  rail- 
road property,  $66,000  personal  property  and  $25,000  real  estate, 
or  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  acra  The  millions  of  dollars 
worth  of  manufacturing  capital  was  not  assessed  at  all,  though 
some  of  it  enjoyed  a  net  profit  of  $65,000  in  fifteen  montha 

Under  the  Supervisors*  equalized  valuation  Copake  was 
taxed  in  1877  $620,806,  of  which  $306,000  was  railroad  prop- 
erty, $116,000  personal  property  and  $198,000  real  estate,  or 
eight  dollars  per  acre.  The  furnace,  consisting  of  nine  buildings 
and  twenty  tenant  houses,  and  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  rail- 
road, and  an  ore  bed  from  which  five  thousand  tons  of  ore  is 
taken  annually,  all  of  which  has  produced  ^n  annual  income  of 
$165,000,  has  not  been  assessed  at  all  under  the  Supervisors' 
valuation.  It  must  be  born  in  mind  that  the  Assessors'  valua- 
tion was  $1,529,000,  which  the  Supervisors  reduced  to  $620,806, 
and  that  the  tax  imposed  upon  the  town  was  upon  the  Super- 
visors' valuation,  whereas  its  distribution  among  the  people  was 
upon  the  Assessors'  valuation. 

The  effect  of  the  policy  of  the  Supervisors  in  equalizing  the 
property  of  the  county  is  illustrated  on  the  178th  page  of  the 
published  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  1877.  It 
will  there  be  seen  that  the  tax  upon  the  $106,000  of  railroad  in 
Copake  was  $1,970.  By  the  aggregate  valuation  of  the  Assessors 
of  the  county  it  would  have  been  $2,570.  By  the  rate  at  which 
property  was  assessed  by  the  Supervisors  in  Hillsdale  it  would 
have  been  $3,978.  The  $10,000  of  railroad  in  Hillsdale  was  taxed 
$516.  By  the  aggregate  of  the  Assessors  it  would  have  been  taxed 
only  $386.  But  at  the  rate  property  was  taxed  in  Copake  it 
would  have  only  paid  $260.    The  tax  upon  die  New  York  & 
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Harlem  railroad  was  relatively  twice  as  high  in  Hillsdale  as  it 
was  in  Copake,  and  so  in  respect  to  all  otlier  property  in  the  two 
towns,  both  real  and  personal. 

Can  any  one  explain  why  property  in  Hillsdale  is  taxed  on  a 
given  amount  twice  as  high  as  it  is  in  Copake  ?  Supervisors  are 
bound  by  the  law  and  by  their  oath  of  ofl&ce  to  see  that  justice 
be  done  between  the  diflFerent  towns  in  the  county.  In  the  dis- 
cbarge of  that  duty  their  particular  attention  should  be  paid  to 
their  own  town,  but  generally  they  are  under  the  same  obliga- 
tion to  the  people  of  all  the  towna  If  it  should  so  happen  that 
ft  Supervisor  is  not  competent  to  protect  his  own  people,  it  is  the 
general  duty  of  all  the  Supervisors  to  see  that  injustice  is  not 
done  to  that  town,  and  I  call  upon  all  the  Supervisors  in  the 
county  to  Explain  why  the  same  amount  of  property  in  Hillsdale 
should  be  taxed  twice  as  high  as  it  is  in  Copake  ?  A  majority 
of  the  towns  in  the  county  suffer  in  the  same  way  that  Hillsdale 
does ;  and  when  the  valuation  tables  of  1878  shall  be  published, 
it  will  be  found  that  the  grievances  have  not  been  redressed. 
On  the  contrary,  in  some  instances  they  have  been  aggravated, 
ftnd  other  disastrous  consequences  will  grow  out  of  it  to  which| 
from  prudence,  I  will  not  now  allude. 

February  6th,  1879. 
36 
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TAXATION   COMPARED. 
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The  Hillsdale  Herald  of  January  30th,  1879,  has  imposed 
upon  the  Supervisor  of  that  town  an  interesting  responsibility 
when  it  says  "  it  is  due  to  the  Supervisor  of  Hillsdale  that  the 
"  appropriation  for  the  Hudson  Armory  was  confined  to  the  sum 
"  of  $5,000."    If  he  possessed  such  an  influence  in  that  case  he 
must  have  possessed  it  in  others,  and  the  Herald  should  now 
allow  him  to  explain  the  many  unjust  and  illegal  acts  of  the 
Board.     He  certainly  should  explain  to  his  constituents  in  Hills- 
dale why  they  were  taxed  thirteen  mills  on  the  dollar  on  all  their 
property,  real,  personal  and  corporate,  while  the  constituents  of 
the  Supervisor  of  Copake  were  taxed  only  six  mills  on  the  dol- 
lar on  the  same  property.    He  should  explain  why  the  tax  upon  a 
given  amount  of  property  should  be  over  twice  as  high  in  Hills- 
dale as  it  was  in  Copake.     The  law  has  expressly  provided  that 
the  real  estate  of  corporations  shall  be  assessed  just  like  other 
real  estate,  and  the  Assessors  of  Copake  assessed  it  as  such  and 
assessed  it  fairly.     They  put  the  farm  lands  and  the  $306,000  of 
railroad,  which  was  all  real  estate,  and  the  furnace,  consisting  of 
nine  buildings  and  twenty  odd  residences,  and  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  of  railroad,  and  their  ore  bed  from  which  five  thousand 
tons  of  ore  is  annually  taken,  and  their  mill  with  nine  run  of 
stone,  all    real    estate,  at   $1,412,780,  to  which    they  added 
$116,260  of  personal  property — making  the  whole  $1,529,040. 
Now  let  the  Supervisor  explain  why  that  assessment  made  by 
intelligent  Assessors  under  oath,  which  by  law  was  perjury  if 
not  true,  was  reduced  by  the  Supervisors  to  $620,806,  consider- 
ably less  than  one-half.     Had  the  Supervisors  left  the  assess- 
ment at  the  fair  estimate  of  the  Assessors,  the  tax  upon  the  Har- 
lem railroad  would  have  been  $3,380,  instead  of  only  $1,683  at 
which  it  was  fixed  by  the  Supervisors'  valuation.     Had  the 
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$40,000  of  railroad  in  Hillsdale  been  assessed  by  tbe  Supervisors 
as  they  assessed  property  ia  Copake,  instead  of  $516  it  would 
have  been  assessed  only  $240.  The  Supervisor  will  not  deny 
that  through  the  action  of  the  Board  the  same  rate  of  taxation 
would  have  prevailed  on  all  other  property  in  the  two  towns, 
and  it  is  due  to  his  constituents  that  he  should  make  a  public 
explanation. 

He  would  do  well  also  to  explain  why  he  sat  silently  by  and 
allowed  the  Board  to  pass  the  resolution  in  respect  to  surveying 
the  lines  between  the  towns  when  he  should  have  been  aware 
that  the  Board  had  not  acquired  a  jurisdiction  to  do  so ;  and 
why  he  allowed  a  provision  in  that  resolution  that  Hillsdale 
should  pay  a  part  of  the  expense  of  the  survey,  when  the  law 
had  expressly  provided  that  such  expense  should  be  paid  by  the 
party  raising  the  question.  Though  the  resolution  was  in  viola- 
tion of  law  a  majority  of  the  committee  might  make  the  survey 
and  the  Board  of  Supervisors  would  be  in  honor  and  law  bound  to 
pay  the  expense,  and  they  might  qualify  themselves  for  the 
adoption  of  that  survey,  and  it  would  be  too  late  for  the  Super- 
visor of  Hillsdale  to  raise  his  objection  if  he  was  disposed  to  do 
ea  But  there  is  another  view  to  be  taken  upon  this  subject. 
If  the  Supervisors  shall  continue  to  tax  property  twice  as  high 
in  Hillsdale  as  it  is  taxed  in  Copake,  it  would  be  much  more 
desirable  to  own  property  in  Copake  than  in  Hillsdale,  and  all 
residing  near  the  border  would  be  ambitious  to  have  that  favor 
conferred  upon  theuL  The  State  Engineer  has  already  refused 
to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  survey.  Of  course  the  duty 
would  be  devolved  upon  some  irresponsible,  unsworn  surveyor, 
who  could  fix  the  line  at  such  point  as  would  secure  to  himself 
the  highest  public  or  private  compensation.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  survey  would  be  made  without  regard  to  law,  or 
the  line  as  fixed  by  the  title  deeds  of  both  Livingston  and  Van 
Bensselaer,  and  professedly  in  the  pursuit  of  a  survey  that,  if 
not  mythical,  is  too  imperfect  to  be  traceable.  Such  surveyor 
would,  of  course,  give  the  whole  Hillsdale  railroad  to  Copake, 
and  also  a  goodly  portion  of  Hillsdale  village,  including,  of 
cooisei  the  store  of  the  Hillsdale  Mercantile  Association,  of  which 
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the  Hillsdale  Sapervisor  is  a  member.  And  that  Association, 
though  in  Copake  and  enjoying  its  low  rate  of  taxation,  coald  con* 
tinue  its  controlling  influence  over  the  financial  and  political 
interests  of  Hillsdale. 

The  Supervisor  would  do  well  to  explain  through  the  columns 
of  the  Herald  why  it  is  that  Hillsdale  has  not  been  permitted  to 
share  in  the  twenty  thousand  dollars  reduction  of  taxation  upon 
the  county  this  year.  On  the  contrary,  the  tax  has  been  increased 
Upon  the  people  of  Hillsdale  four  hundred  dollars,  while  it  has 
been  correspondingly  diminished  upon  the  people  of  CopakOi 
As  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  appear  to  have  been 
controlled  by  the  fiat  of  the  Hillsdale  Supervisor,  he  doubtless 
6an  tell  us  whether  it  is  contemplated  to  put  Copake  still  lower 
and  Hillsdale  still  higher  in  the  Supervisors'  equalizing  valua- 
tion. He  would  do  well  to  explain  upon  what  principle  he 
assured  the  Hillsdale  Assessors  that  the  tax  would  not  be 
increased  upon  the  town  if  they  raised  their  assessment  in 
accordance  with  the  resolutions  of  the  meeting  in  Hudson  in 
May  last  Under  a  just  and  fair  equalization  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  the  increased  assessment  by  the  Hillsdale  Assessors 
would  not  have  increased  the  tax  upon  that  town  as  such  increase 
did  upon  other  towns.  But  when,  under  the  action  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors,  Copake,  with  its  greater  population,  and  its 
24,000  acres  of  rich  bottom  land,  and  its  $306,000  worth  of  rail- 
ix)ad,  and  its  still  greater  amount  of  manufacturing  capital,  and 
its  $116,000  of  personal  property,  was,  by  the  Supervisors' 
equalization,  taxed  but  a  mere  trifle,  if  at  all,  higher  in  the  gross 
than  they  taxed  the  bare  and  rocky  hills  of  Hillsdale,  and  that, 
too,  with  the  knowledge  and  acquiescence  of  the  Supervisor  of 
Hillsdale.  It  is  most  surprising  that  he  should  zealously  influ* 
lence  the  Assessors  of  that^town  to  add  one  quarter  to  their  val- 
uation to  both  real  and  personal  property.  Under  the  circum- 
stances it  is  most  surprising  that  he  should  have  sat  lamb-like 
iand  seen  arrangements  for  transferring  a  few  thousand  acres  of 
the  most  valuable  of  the  Hillsdale  lands  to  the  town  of  Copake, 
and  to  be  done  in  part  at  the  expense  of  Hillsdale.  It  cannot 
be  accounted  for  except  under  a  suspicion  that  the  Supervisor 
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ielt  himself  to  be  represeDting  the  wealth  of  Copake,  his  native 
town,  rather  than  the  people  of  Hillsdala 

It  is  his  duty  to  explain,  now  that  the  columns  of  the  Herald 
are  open  to  him.  If  he  neglects  to  do  that  duty  it  should  be 
performed  by  some  other  of  the  Hillsdale  Mercantile  Association 
fraternity,  since  they  are  so  active  in  controlling  the  financial 
and  political  interests  of  Hillsdale.  By  so  doing  they  may 
immortalize  their  name  by  its  adoption  by  the  Association,  and 
the  village,  when  they  shall  have  become  a  part  of  Copake  at  the 
axpense  of  Hillsdale.  And,  finally,  the  late  Board  of  Super\i- 
aoTB  will  doubtless  be  surprised  when  they  learn  the  influence 
that  the  Hillsdale  Supervisor  has  exerted  over  their  delibera- 
tioos ;  and  the  shades  of  Livingston  and  Van  Rensselaer  would 
be  sarpriaed  if  they  could  know  how  much  more  certain  Super- 
visors knew  about  the  boundaries  of  their  property  than  they 
had   known  themselves. 

Febraary  13th,  1879- 


278  FINANCB  AND  POLITICS. 


TAXES  AGAIN. 


The  laws  in  the  Stale  of  Kew  York  in  reapect  to  the  assess- 
ment of  property  is  as  judicious  and  wise  as  can  easily  be  con- 
ceived, except  in  cases  where  Assessors  are  overawed  by  tb6 
wealth  of  manufacturers  or  the  numbers  over  whom  those  man* 
ufacturers  wield  an  arbitrary  influence.  Assessments  are  made 
by  the  Assessors  with  fairness  and  integrity.  There  are,  it  is 
true,  occasional  cases  where  unscrupulous  Assessors,  under  the 
influence  of  ambition  or  personal  or  political  prejudice,  do 
injustice.  The  greatest  injustice  that  the  community  have 
suffered  in  this  county  has  grown  out  of  the  corrupt  and  illegal 
action  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  under  their  prerogative  of 
equalizing  the  valuations  of  real  estate,  in  which  they  have  not 
paid  the  least  regard  to  law  or  justice.  The  law  has  provided 
expressly  that  in  equalizing  they  shall  not  go  below  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  Assessors,  yet  they  did  go  $75,340.27  below  that 
aggregata  The  law  provided  that  their  valuation  should  be  made 
upon  principles  of  justice,  yet  they  imposed  over  twice  as  much 
tax  upon  the  very  same  property  in  some  towns  as  they  did  in 
others.  The  law  provided  that  they  should  report  to  the  Oomp* 
troUer  any  action  or  omission  of  the  Assessors  not  in  accordance 
with  law,  yet  when  those  Assessors  notoriously  neglected  to 
assess  many  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  property,  they  totally 
neglected  to  give  the  notice  to  the  Comptroller.  We  have 
already  noticed  the  extraordinary  favors  bestowed  by  the  Super- 
visors upon  the  towns  of  Copake  and  Stockport  We  will  now 
notice  another  locality  where  one  million,  six  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  thousand,  five  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  of  individual 
personal  property  was  assessed,  and  $1,081,886  of  personal  prop- 
.  erty  enjoying  corporate  favor,  and  $2,905,787  of  individual  real 
estate  had  been  assessed,  and  $347,500  of  real  estate  enjoying 
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corporate  favor,  and  $217,362  of  railroad  property,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  $6,221,092.  In  equalizing,  the  Supervisors  cut 
down  that  amount  to  $3,018,546,  so  that  the  people  in  that 
locality  paid  a  tax  for  county  and  State  purposes  on  $3,018,546, 
while  it  was  distributed  upon  the  Assessors*  valuation  of 
$6,221,092.  Their  per  cent  tax  was  six  mills  on  the  dollar,  the 
same  as  Copake,  while  the  per  cent  tax  upon  Hillsdale  was 
thirteen  mills  on  the  dollar,  and  twelve  other  towns  in  the 
*  county  suffered  the  same  injustice,  some  greater  and  others  less. 
The  n^lect  of  the  Supervisors  to  report  the  delinquent  Assessors 
to  the  Comptroller  brought  a  State  assessment  upon  the  county  of 
$8,675,899,  above  the  aggregate  of  the  Assessors,  and  the  burden 
of  that  tax  for  State  purposes  fell  upon  the  towns  which  suffered 
from  the  unjust  valuation  of  the  Supervisors.  The  aggregate  of 
tax  which  was  unjustly  imposed  upon  those  towns  in  1877, 
exceeded  sixteen  thousand  dollars.  I  do  not  envy  the  Super- 
visor in  that  Board  who  did  not  raise  his  voice  in  remonstrance 
against  that  injustice.  And  particularly  I  do  not  envy  the  Super- 
visor whose  fiat  controlled  the  deliberations  of  that  Board.  I 
think  it  will  be  found  the  Board  of  1878  have  in  some  respects 
aggravated  and  increased  the  injustice  inflicted  by  the  Board  of 
1877,  and  particularly  in  respect  to  Ilillsdala  If  the  Hillsdale 
Herald^  without  authority,  imposed  upon  the  Hillsdale  Super- 
visor the  power  to  control  the  deliberations  of  that  Board,  it 
should  make  to  him  a  public  apology.  It  is  responsibility 
enough  to  make  any  one  man  blush  to  sit  by  and  not  remon- 
strate against  the  injustice  of  thousands  of  dollars  imposed  upon 
the  town  whose  interests  had  been  intrusted  to  his  care. 
February  20th,  1879. 
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ACTION  OF  SUPERV];30RS. 


I  am  told  that  I  am  to  be  arraigned  at  the  popular  barfc^cw^ 
tain  commuDications  published  in  the  Register  and  Gazette  * 
The  crime  of  baving  written  those  communications  I  will  not 
attempt  to  paliate  or  deny,  but  content  myself  with  the  ocmr 
ficiousness  that  they  were  written  for  the  public  good,  intended 
to  protect  the  weak  against  the  strong  and  all  against  their  sap^ 
riors.  I  am  thankful  that  as  a  Supervisor  I  could  never  bavo 
sat  silently  by  and  seen  the  Board  violate  law  aod  justice  and 
its  sworn  duty  by  reducing  its  valuations  more  than  seveo  roil* 
lions  of  dollars  below  the  aggregate  of  the  Assessors,  when  their 
sole  object  must  have  been  to  impose  a  tax  of  thirteen  milla  oil 
the  dollar  upon  certain  towns  that  certain  of  the  richer  towns 
might  only  pay  a  tax  of  six  mills  on  the  dollar.  I  should  bluah 
to  have  the  reputation  of  having  influenced  the  imposition  of  s 
tax  of  $5,000  upon  the  county  for  the  Hudson  Armory.  I 
should  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  move  that  the  Board  petition  the 
Legislature  to  exempt  the  county  of  Columbia  from  the  open^ 
tion  of  any  law  imposing  that  duty.  I  should  have  felt  that  raj 
military  organization  among  us  was  totally  unnecessary,  and  it 
was  an  excess  of  cruelty  to  impose  upon  our  burdened  oogimQ- 
nity  a  tax  for  that  purpose.  I  should  feel  that  the  tbouaandB  of 
our  citizens  educated  at  West  Point  and  the  military  depart- 
ment in  our  high  schools,  had  qualified  them  to  command  the 
armies  of  the  world,  and  that  our  millions  of  citizens  under  one 
month *s  drilling  by  such  men  are  competent  to  set  the  world  at 
defiance.  I  should  feel  that  our  Sheriffs,  with  the  power  to  call 
the  assistance  of  the  whole  community,  were,  as  in  all  times  past, 
competent  to  enforce  the  law  and  keep  the  peace.  I  should  feel 
that  a  military  organization  at  this  time  was  intended  by  wicked 
men  to  revolutionize  our  Government  atid  to  change  our  Union 
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from  A  leagueof  fiiendsliip  to  a  Govemmeot  of  force  and  *fraud— 
a  Gk>FernraeDt  of  the  sword. 

One  of  the  high  school  military  departments  is  situate  within 
a  few  miles  of  Hudson,  and  the  young  men  there  under 
drill  woald  do  doubt  be  happy  to  aid  in  any  required  emergency. 

The  act  authorizing  the  erection  of  Uie  Court  House  and  Jail 
was  peflsed  in  18S4,  and  it  authorized  a  county  loan  of  ten  thoa- 
fland  doUars  to  be  paid  in  five  equal  annual  installments.  Now, 
when  die  county  is  suffering  under  a  ten-fold  greater  amount  of 
taxation,  the  mere  armory  is  to  cost  five  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
paid  for  in  a  lump.  How  simple  it  would  have  been  for  the 
appropriation  for  that  armory  to  have  been  made  contingent 
to  the  action  of  the  Legislature  upon  a  petition  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  for  a  repeal  of  the  law  upon  that  subject  The  Legis- 
lature could  not  have  failed  to  give  such  petition  a  favorable  con- 
sideratioD,  particularly  as  a  member  of  the  present  Legislature  was 
a  member  of  that  Board  of  Supervisors.  That  member  of  the 
L^islature  could  have  called  its  attention  to  the  fact  that  aside 
from  our  standing  army  we  have  thousands  of  cadet  graduates  of 
West  Point,  and  multitudes  of  military  departments  in  our  acade- 
mies, one  of  which  is  situate  near  the  city  of  Hudson,  and  the 
young  men  there  drilling  would  be  ambitious  to  lend  their  aid  in 
any  required  emergency.  Thiff  covering  the  well  when  the  calf 
is  drowned  is  not  judicious,  and  it  is  still  worse  not  to  cover  the 
well  at  alL  And  I  cannot  avoid  questioning  the  sincerity  of 
men  who  profess  an  ardent  zeal  in  opposition  to  that  armory 
and  yet  not  take  the  least  action  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the  law 
requiring  it 

The  mere  appropriation  for  bridges  in  Hillsdale  in  1878  is 
greater  than  the  whole  town  and  county  tax  in  Hillsdale  in 
1834.  And  the  tax  on  the  town  of  Hillsdale  alone  in  1878 
is  nearly  as  great  as  the  appropriation  for  the  Court  House 
and  Jail  in  1834,  and  that  was  then  considered  to  be  so  great 
a  burden  upon  the  whole  county  that  it  was  to  be  paid  by  a 
series  of  installments.  A  half  century  ago  a  citizen  of  Hills- 
dale gave  fifty  dollars  and  supplied  two  teams  with  the  requisite 
hands,  and  boarded  the  hands  a  portion  of  the  time,  in  roimd- 
86 
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ing  up  the  road  from  Austerlitz  to  the  Copake  line.  He  bnilt 
the  bridge  over  the  largest  stream  in  the  town,  and  has  main- 
tained it  at  his  own  expense  ever  sinca  The  annual  expense 
of  all  the  other  bridges  in  the  town  then  rarely  exceeded  one 
hundred  dollars.  It  is  certainly  most  extraordinary  now  that 
the  expense  of  those  bridges  should  exceed  all  the  taxes  of  the 
town  at  that  period  and  for  many  subsequent  years.  It  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  the  same  extravagance  and  corruption  is 
existing  in  1878  in  Hillsdale  that  is  pervading  the  nation. 
February  27th,  1879. 
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THE  PRESIDENT'S  VETO. 


The  late  veto  by  President  Hayes  of  the  Chinese  bill  is  worthy 
of  the  most  serious  consideration.  His  reason  for  the  veto  is  its 
conflict  with  a  provision  of  the  Burlingame  treaty.  The  author 
of  that  treaty,  though  bom  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1822, 
he  finished  his  education  at  Harvard,  in  Massachusetts,  and  he 
soon  became  identified  as  one  of  the  most  useful  patrons  of  Bos- 
ton rum,  which  has  ever  been  inseparably  connected  with  the 
most  cherished  interests  of  that  State.  For  the. nine  first  years 
of  his  business  life  he  carried  the  exchange  of  that  rum  for 
Indian  furs  farther  beyond  the  bounds  of  civilization  than  it  had 
ever  been  carried  before.  For  this  service  he  was  elected  to  the 
Thirty-fourth  and  the  two  succeeding  Congresses,  where,  serving 
upon  the  committee  on  foreign  aJffairs,  he  facilitated  the  exchange 
of  Boston  rum  for  slaves,  and  carried  that  exchange  further  into 
Africa  than  it  had  ever  been  carried  befpre.  During  the  time 
he  served  in  Congress  4,154,799  gallons  of  rum  was  exported 
from  Boston  to  the  western  slave-coast  of  Africa,  accompanied 
by  4,391,012  pounds  of  powder  and  22,242  cheap  Belgian  mus- 
kets, and  there  exchanged  for  slaves.  Aided  by  those  guns  and 
that  powder,  the  subjects  of  the  drunken  King  of  Dahomy  sur- 
rounded peaceful,  unsuspecting  hamlets  of  negroes,  hundreds  of 
miles  in  the  interior  of  Africa,  and  carried  off  the  people  as 
slaves,  seven  hundred  of  whom  at  a  time  were  put  in  irons  in  the 
holds  of  superannuated  Massachusetts  fishing  vessels,  and  after 
losing  one-third  by  the  disease  their  confinement  generated,  the 
balance  were  landed  in  the  Spanish  West  Indies,  and  then 
smuggled  into  the  States  through  the  marshes  of  Florida. 

For  these  services,  in  1861  President  Lincoln  appointed  him 
minister  to  Austria.  But  the  Austrian  Government  not  appro- 
bating  the  appointment,  he  was  made  minister  to  China,  where 
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for  his  services  in  the  opium  trade  he  took  occasion  to  change 
his  allegiauce,  and  entered  into  the  employment  of  that  country. 
While  minister  of  the  States  he  negotiated  the  treaty.    Jt  was 
not  commercial,  as  the  same  commercial  relations  have  existed 
ever  since,  that  prevailed  before.    That  commerce  consists  in  the 
importation  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  tea  and  opium 
annually  in  exchange  for  one  million  of  dollars  worth  of  Massa- 
chusetts cotton  goods  and  nine  millions  of  dollars  in  specie.    It 
is  actually  the  least  profitable  commerce  of  the  country,  and  M 
&r  as  the  opium  is  concerned  the  most  demoralizing.     But  the 
manufacturers  of  Massachusetts  had  discovered  that  the  Chiness 
were  remarkably  imitative,  and  that  in  their  peculiar  diet  and 
style  of  living  their  labor  could  be  procured  at  half  the  prioe  of 
other  laborers.     Therefore,  to  facilitate  the  procuring  that  labor 
the  Burlingame  treaty  was  made,  and  a  line  of  steamships,  carry- 
ing thousands  in  a  single  cargo,  has  been  established     To  pre 
tect  this  intercourse  President  Hayes  has  interposed  his  veto, 
and  a  Bev.  Mr.  Reed,  himself  a  missionary,  has  told  a  Hillsdale 
congregation  that  had  it  not  been  for  that  veto  every  merchant 
and  missionary  in  China  would  have  been  assassinated. 

Whether  such  a  treaty  with  such  an  object  and  with  snch  a 
people  is  to  be  continued  for  all  time  in  the  future,  is  a  subject 
of  the  most  serious  consideration.  The  pampered  wealth  oi  man- 
ufacturers has  already  done  much  to  corrupt  our  ballot-box.  If 
now  to  overwhelm  that  box  through  the  suffrages  of  imported 
negroes  and  Chinese  is  the  policy  of  a  President  who  was  not 
elected  by  the  people,  it  would  be  well  to  devise  some  means  for 
divesting  ourselves  from  such  an  incumbrance. 

March  20th,  1879. 
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GLARING  INJUSTICE. 


The  Sopervisors'  tax  table  for  1878  has  just  been  pablished 
II  appears  by  it  that  the  Supervisors  have  complied  with  the  law 
in  making  their  equalized  valuation  correspond  with  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  Assessors^  In  doing  so,  while  lessening  the  valoa- 
tioQ  of  the  real  estate  of  some  towns  thej  have  increased  that  of 
others,  adding  in  the  gross  over  seven  millions  of  dollars  to  their 
former  valuations  As  an  example  of  that  increase,  I  will  call 
attention  to  the  town  of  Hillsdala  Its  former  valuation  was 
fifteen  dollars  per  acra  By  the  equalizing  prerogative  of  the 
Supervisors  the  value  of  its  lands  has  been  raised  to  thrity-three 
dollars  per  acra  As  its  name  purports,  the  town  is  composed  of 
hills  and  dales  in  which  the  hills  greatly  preponderate  in  quantity, 
while  the  dales  greatly  preponderate  in  valua  One  of  the  most 
valuable  farms  in  the  center  dale,  comprising  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land,  will  be  sold  under  a  mortgage  foreclosure  on 
the  28th  of  March  instant,  and  all  interested  will  be  satisfied 
with  a  price  eight  hundred  dollars  less  than  the  average  value  of 
the  lands  of  the  town  as  fixed  by  the  Supervisors.  One  of  the 
most  valuable  farms  in  the  Green  river  valley  in  the  town,  com- 
prising one  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  will  soon  be  sold  under 
mortgage  foreclosure,  and  all  concerned  will  be  satisfied  with  a 
price  eight  hundred  dollars  less  than  the  Supervisors'  valua* 
tion. 

The  farm  which  is  the  home  of  the  present  writer,  is  among 
the  most  highly-assessed  farms  in  the  town,  and  long  since  Major 
Lawrence  Van  Buren  made  a  friendly  call  upon  him,  and  aa  he 
stepped  from  his  carriage  he  exclaimed  with  an  emphatic  exple- 
tive :  "  Why  do  you  live  among  these  rocks  ?"  A  farm  adjoin- 
ing that  of  the  present  writer  and  containing  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  and  of  equal  good  quality,  will  soon  be  sold 
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under  mortgage  foreclosure,  and  all  concerned  will  be  satisfied 
with  a  price  many  hundred  dollars  less  than  the  Supervisors' 
valuation.  In  fact,  the  price  of  fifteen  dollars  per  acre  for  all  the 
lands  in  the  town  on  the  average  is  as  high  as  the  law  contem- 
plates, and  higher  than  capitalists  would  pay  for  them  as  mat- 
ters of  investment,  or  would  receive  them  in  security  for  money 
loaned  And  I  ask  in  astonishment  and  grief,  rather  than  in 
anger,  where  was  the  Supervisor  of  Hillsdale  to  whom  the  peo- 
ple had  entrusted  the  care  of  their  interests  when  the  committee 
of  equalization  made  their  report  to  the  Board  ?  That  duty  was 
one  of  the  most  important  intrusted  to  him,  and  I  do  not  believe 
an  intelligent  Board  would  have  committed  such  an  outrage  had 
he  done  his  duty.  If  it  hod,  he  should  have  consulted  with  his 
constituents,  and  should  have  carried  the  subject  to  the  Courts  if 
they  had  approbated  it  Before  the  session  of  another  Board  the 
sales  I  have  spoken  of  will  have  taken  place,  which  will  be 
proof  positive  of  the  great  injustice  that  has  been  done  and  which 
they  will  not  fail  to  rectify. 

In  1877  Hillsdale,  was  assessed  by  the  Supervisors  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  mills  and  nine-tenths  on  the  dollar,  Copake  was 
assessed  six  mills  and  four-tenths  on  the  dollar,  and  Hudson  was 
assessed  eight  mills  and  six-tenths  on  the  dollar.  In  1878  Hills- 
dale has  been  assessed  by  the  Supervisors  at  the  rate  of  eleven 
mills  and  three-tenths  on  the  doHar,  Copake  has  been  assessed 
five  mills  and  nine-tenths  on  the  dollar,  and  Hudson  has  been 
assessed  six  mills  and  two- tenths  on  the  dollar.'  A  large  portion 
of  the  assessed  property  of  Copake  and  Hudson  is  railroad  or 
corporate,  paying  an  interest  of  from  seven  to  eight  per  cent, 
while  nearly  all  the  assessed  property  in  Hillsdale  is  real  estate, 
producing  a  net  income  of  only  two  or  three  per  cent  For  the 
last  two  years  either  Hillsdale  has  been  unfortunately  rep- 
resented in  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  or  the  Board  upon  its  own 
responsibility  has  been  disposed  to  treat  Hillsdale  with  great 
unkindness.  During  the  last  year  the  town  has  been  singularly 
unfortunate  in  respect  to  its  roads  and  bridges.  With  but  very 
few  exceptions  its  annual  expenses  for  roads  and  bridges  has 
rarely  exceeded  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  whereas  those 
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expenses  without  any  apparent  cause  have  been  $1,355.25  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  There  certainly  has  not  been  just  cause  for 
such  an  expense,  and  whether  the  responsibility  rests  with  the 
Commissioner  or  Supervisor,  or  both,  is  not  a  matter  of  public 
notoriety. 

March  27th,  1879. 
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VALUE  OF  FARM  PRODUCTS. 


It  is  a  universally  conceded  fact  that  under  the  best  cultiva- 
tion one-third  of  the  gross  income  of  a  farm  is  its  net  income. 
It  was  so  eslamated  in  respect  to  the  State  premium  farm  in 
1848.  It  is  the  universal  practice  when  landlord  and  tenant 
bear  equal  proportions  of  the  accruing  expense  to  divide  the  pro- 
ducts equally ;  but  when  the  tenant  incurs  the  whole  of  the 
accruing  expense,  the  landlord  takes  but  one-third  of  the  pro- 
ducta  Upon  that  estimate  the  following  table  will  show  the 
legal  value  of  land  in  Columbia  county.  The  table  is  taken 
from  the  census  of  1845 : — 

Qnantitj.  Valae. 

Barley 9,290  basheLs  $5,5(B 

Peaa 2,053  "  2,658 

Buckwheat 129,001  **  64,500 

Beans 1,922  **  1,923 

Turnips 12,812  *'  8,208 

Potatoes 415,055  '*  103,758 

Flax 32,182  lbs.  8.218 

Wheat 75,065  bushels  98,881 

Com 526,629  *'  815,957 

Rye 302,508  "  181,504 

Oats 1,093,850  "  360,970 

Butter 1,519,610  lbs.  227,941 

Cheese 246,384  "  17,246 

Yearlings 5,372  '*  26,860 

Lambs 52,660  '*  66,865 

Wool 352,739  '*  115.708 

Hogs 54,477  "  108,964 

Poultry 29,600  *'  29,600 

Fruit 30,000  bushels  80,000 

Hay 56,213  tons  803,491 

8)t2,152,118 
Net  income $717,872 

The  sum  that  would  produce  that  net  income  at  7  per  cent  is 
$10,248,171,  which  of  course  is  the  legal  gross  aggregate  value 
of  the  lands  of  the  county.  Divide  that  gross  value  by  377,300, 
the  number  of  taxable  acres,  and  it  will  show  the  value  of  that 
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land  to  be  twentj-seven  dollars  per  acre,  at  which  it  should  be 
assessed  and  equalized  between  the  different  towns  in  the  county 
for  agricultural  purposes,  the  city  of  Hudson  to  be  excluded 
from  the  calculation,  of  course,  as  it  is  in  this  estimate.  The 
agricultural  population  in  the  county  at  the  present  time  is  less 
than  it  was  in  1845.  It  is  four  hundred  and  ninety-fiye  persona 
less  in  Hillsdale  now  than  then.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
agricultural  products  in  the  county  are  less  now  than  then.  It 
18  apparent  to  everybody  that  the  price  is  less  now  than  then. 
And  of  course  an  avarage  assessment  of  twenty-seven  dollars  per 
acre  is  all  that  the  law  and  equity  can  require. 

For  half  a  century  in  equalizing  the  value  of  the  lands  in  the 
county,  New  Lebanon,  Austerlitz,  Hillsdale,  Taghkanio  and  GaK 
latin  have  been  placed  at  or  below  half  the  average  valuation. 
When,  as  is  here  shown,  the  average  valuation  of  the  agricultural 
lands  of  the  county  should  be  twenty-seven  dollars  per  acre,  is  it 
no!  passing  strange  that  an  intelligent  Board  of  Supervisors  in 
1878  should,  in  equalizing  valuations,  have  put  the  valuation  of 
the  town  of  Hillsdale,  one  of  the  poorest  towns  in  the  county,  at 
thirty-three  dollars  per  acre?  Is  it  not  strange  that  an  intelli- 
gent Supervisor  of  Hillsdale  should,  by  his  silence,  have  assented 
to  thai  valuation  7 

VftloAtion  of  farm  lands  at  $27  per  acre ,$10,248471  00 

BealesUte  in  Hadson , , , 4,454,706  00 

BaUroada  outside  of  Hudson , ,...,     8,500,000  00 


_  !•  m\$' 


Gross  amount , , , 18,202,877  00 

i'  valuation  of  lands  in  1877 17.983,359  00 


«  n 


The  only  yalnation  from  legal  valuation , , , ,  219,518  00 

In  1856  the  whole  amount  paid  into  the  County  Treasury  was  54,926  15 

In  1878  tha  whole  amount  paid  into  the  County  Treasury  was  215,090  14 

In  1866  Hillsdale  paid  into  the  County  Treasury 2,119  05 

In  1878  Hillsdale  paid  into  the  County  Treasury 8.245  40 

The  people  have  not  been  benefitted  one  dollar  by  this  increase 
of  taxation.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  done  infinite  mischief.  This 
enormous  taxation  will  continue  to  increase  thousands  of  dollars 
annually  unless  the  ballot-box  is  purified, 

April  8rd,  1879. 
37 
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EQUALIZING  VALUATION. 


There  is  a  legislative  bureau  in  Massachusetts  whose  annoal 
report  upon  statistics  of  labor  exceed  six  hundred  pagea  Oa 
the  464th  page  of  the  report  of  1872,  they  ask  emphatically 
whether  the  time  will  ever  come  when : — 

"  Crime  shall  cease  and  constant  fraud  shall  fail. 
Returning  justice  lift  aloft  her  scale." 

For  they  say  that  *^  there  never  was  a  time  in  our  history 
*^  when  wickedness  and  crime  were  as  shamelessly  rampant  as  now, 
'*  and  that  an  honest  official  was  rarely  to  be  found  amidst  pre- 
"  vailing  knavery."  On  another  page  they  say  that  increasing 
high  taxation  is  ruining  the  agricultural  interest  in  New  England, 
and  they  call  attention  to  the  amount  of  that  increase.  They 
impute  these  evils  to  inordinate  greed  for  wealth  among  a  certain 
class,  and  say  that  it  illustrates  the  doctrine  that  the  love  of 
money  is  the  root  of  all  eviL 

The  same  cause  is  producing  the  same  consequences  to  the 
agricultural  interest  over  the  whole  country.  That  interest  is 
being  prostrated  in  the  Middle  Stal^,  and  is  equally  bad  at  the 
West  and  South.  Though  twenty  millions  has  been  added  to 
our  population  within  the  last  twenty  years,  the  products  of 
agriculture  have  not  been  increased.  Those  products  then  wero 
nearly  twice  that  of  all  other  interests,  whereas  now  they  are 
only  about  half  of  the  products  of  manufacturers  alona  The 
census,  to  which  the  President  in  his  last  annual  message  refers, 
fixes  the  products  of  agriculture  at  three  thousand  millions  of 
dollars,  while  that  same  census  fixes  the  products  of  the  manu- 
facturers at  nearly  twice  that  quantity.  An  almost  prohibitory 
tariff  upon  imports  and  other  wicked  legislation  has  placed  the 
price  of  agricultural  products  at  the  mercy  of  the  manufacturers. 
At  the  same  time  nearly  the  whole  burden  of  taxation  is  thrown 
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upon  the  agricultural  interest  In  1877  of  twenty-two  millions 
of  assessed  property  in  this  county,  seventeen  millions  was 
assessed  upon  agriculture,  upon  which  over  seven  millions  of 
dollars  has  been  added  in  1878.  In  equalizing  valuations  the 
late  Board  of  Supervisors  has  done  the  wickedest  injustice  to  the 
towns,  more  particularly  agricultural,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
favor  to  those  towns  containing  &  larger  proportion  of  corporate 
or  manufacturing  capital  A  reference  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee upon  equalization,  and  the  action  of  the  Board  upon  it 
will  show  how  that  most  unjust  equalization  was  by  manage- 
ment and  cunning  carried  through  that  Board.  The  report  was 
made  December  5th,  1878  : — 

"Mr.  Trimper  moved  its  immediate  consideration.  Mr. 
**  Duntz  moved  that  the  consideration  be  delayed  till  Monday, 
**  and  his  motion  was  adopted."  Eight.,  however,  voting  against 
any  delay,  and  those  eight  representing  corporate  or  manufactur- 
ing towns. 

Mr,  Trimper  then  moved  that  an  expert  be  employed  to 
explain  the  report  of  the  committee  upon  equalization,  and  cer- 
tainly it  needed  it 

Mr.  Elmer  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  delaying  consid- 
eration, and  his  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Trimper  then  moved  that  without  further  deliberation  or  the 
examination  of  the  expert,  the  Clerk  be  authorized  to  assess  the 
towns  upon  the  ratio  as  fixed  by  the  committee  on  equalization. 
As  the  motion  of  Mr.  Trimper  was  in  violation  of  one  of  the 
rules  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Cady  moved  the  suspension  of  that  rule, 
and  his  motion  was  carried,  eight  noble  men  representing  agricul- 
tural towns  voting  in  the  negativa  Thus  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Trimper  to  have  the  report  of  the  committee  upon  equalization 
adopted  without  debate  and  without  the  examination  of  an 
expert  was  adopted,  six  noble  men  voting  in  the  negativa 

Mr.  Cady  then  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  just 
taken,  and  then  voted  against  his  own  motion ;  and  his  motion 
was  of  course  voted  down,  as  he  intended,  for  under  parliamen- 
tary rule  that  motion  prevented  the  reconsideration  of  that  sub- 
ject during  that  session  of  the  Board,  and  of  course  forever  after 
as  far  as  that  year's  tax  was  concerned. 
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However  pkiisible  that  report  upon  equalkation  m&y  appeaf 
to  anybody  but  an  expert,  its  real  effect  was  to  tax  some  agri^ 
Cultural  to¥^ns,  like  Hillsdale,  over  eleven  mills  on  the  dollar, 
while  it  taxed  other  railroad,  corporate  or  manufacturing  towna 
like  Copake,  only  a  little  over  five  mills  on  the  dollar^  By  an 
examination  it  will  be  seen  that  the  railroad  in  Copake  was 
assessed  only  a  little  over  five  mills  on  the  dollar,  While  the 
isame  road  in  Hillsdale  was  assessed  over  eleven  mills  on  the  dol^ 
lar,  and  so  in  respect  to  all  other  property. 

A  further  illustration  ct  this  subject  I  will  notice  in  thB 
future. 

April  17th,  187ft 
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DISHONEST  MEN  IN  CXFFICE. 


#•• 


I  have  cited  the  fepori  of  a  bureau  representing  the  l^'slative 
intelligence  of  Massachusetts,  to  prove  what  in  fact  is  obvious  to 
everybody,  that  an  honesi  man  in  office  in  our  country  is  a  great 
ftffity.  The  reason  must  be  obvious  to  eveiy  body,  for  it  is 
notorious  that  men  in  office,  from  the  President  down  to  county 
Supervisors,  are  the  representatives  not  of  the  people,  but  of  a 
corrupted  ballot-box.  Of  course  the  corrupters  of  that  ballot- 
box  are  exempted  from  taxation.  They  were  so  exempted  iu 
this  countv  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions  of  dollars,  but  the 
State  Assessors  imposed  the  tax  upon  the  county,  notwithstand^ 
ing  «uch  exemption,  and  the  late  Board  of  Supervisors  took 
occasion  to  add  that  amount  to  the  farming  interest  in  the 
county.  The  manner  in  which  it  was  done  required  an  expert 
to  comprehend,  but  the  effect  became  obvious  in  the  equaliza* 
tion  table  which  sho^^ed  that  while  «ome  towns  Were  taxed  only 
five  or  six  mills  on  the  dollar,  others  were  taxed  over  eleven 
mills  on  the  dollar. 

A  Supervisor,  however,  to  whom  we  had  given  credit  for  a 
want  of  intelligence  rather  than  a  want  of  integrity,  has  leaked 
out  the  manner  in  which  it  was  dona  With  the  greatest  apparent 
indifference  to  the  consequences  he  is  reported  to  have  said: 
"  The  action  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  was  all  right,  for  to  fill 
*^  that  Vacancy  of  seven  millions  of  dollars  the  towns  were  raised 
'^  all  alike"  That  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag  without  the  aid  of 
an  expert  The  thirty  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Hillsdale  was 
raised  in  the  Supervisors'  valuation  to  over  pne  million  of  dol- 
lars ;  of  course  raising  the  valuation  from  fifteen  dollars,  its 
former  valuation,  to  thirty-three  dollars  per  acre,  adding  eighteen 
dollars  per  acre  to  its  former  valuation.  Now  then  multiply 
^2,656  acres  of  land  in  tke  xxHinty  by  eighteen,  produoei 
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$6,887,808)  or  within  a  trifle  making  the  deficiency  of  untaxed 
corporate,  railroad  and  manufacturing  property  in  the  county, 
which  brought  the  burden  imposed  by  the  Assessors.  So  in  &ct 
instead  of  taxing  the  poor  agricultural  towns  as  heretofore  at 
half  the  valuation  of  the  more  favored  towns,  in  order  to  fill  the 
seven  millions  vacancy  all  were  taxed  alika 

When  the  Boston  and  Lowell  corruption  fund  hatched  the 
Republican  party  in  1856,  in  their  national  convention  resolu- 
tions they  charged  the  Democratic  Grovemment  with  extrava- 
gance, and  they  promised  economy.  In  1861  they  got  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  in  all  its  branches  which  they  retained 
for  sixteen  years,\and  during  that  time  the  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment increased  from  sixty-three  millions  to  two  hundred  and 
eighty  millions  of  dollars  annually.  In  1866  the  whole  amount 
of  State,  county  and  town  taxes  in  Columbia  county  was  a  little 
less  than  seventy -six  thousand  dollars.  In  1878  those  taxes  had 
grown  to  two  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  Those  taxes 
had  grown  in  the  town  of  Hillsdale  from  $2,683  to  $8,245.  To 
this  may  be  added  some  $2,000  or  more  for  district  schools,  road 
and  church  taxes — the  latter  voluntarily  imposed.  If,  then,  an 
increase  of  seventy-five  per  cent  taxation  was  ruining  the  farm- 
ing interest  in  New  England,  as  reported  by  the  Massachusetts 
Bureau,  an  increase  of  a  many  fold  greater  taxation  must 
be  working  the  ruin  of  the  agricultural  towns  in  Columbia 
county. 

The  men  who  are  working  this  ruin  have  already  got  the  title 
to  the  most  valuable  portions  of  the  public  domain,  and  the 
countless  millions  they  are  annually  getting  through  their 
national  financial  policy  and  their  corrupted  ballot-box,  and 
which  they  are  now  loaning  to  the  people,  will,  if  their  policy 
continues,  at  no  distant  day  make  them  the  landlords  and  the 
people  their  tenants  throughout  the  country.  Their  high  tariff 
policy  has  made  the  foreign  market,  however  great  the  export, 
worthless  to  the  American  farmer,  and  the  middle-men  hold  the 
domestic  market  at  their  mercy. 

In  addition  to  this  state  of  things,  nearly  all  the  enormous 
direct  and  indirect  taxation  of  the  country  is  heaped  upon  the 
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farmers,  and  these  evils  will  be  increasing  unless  the  people 
shall  rise  in  their  strength  and  put  down  Republicanism  and 
their  corrupt  ballot-box.  The  farmers  have  got  the  numbers 
and  they  can  do  it,  and  they  should  do  it  soon  or  the  chains  will 
be  riveted  upon  them  forever.  Republican  policy  has  deranged 
the  whole  industrial  interests  of  our  country,  and  has  filled  our 
poor-houses  with  paupers,  our  asylums  with  lunatics,  our  prisons 
with  criminals,  and  our  roads  with  tramps  and  vagabonds. 
AprU  24th,  1879. 
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STATE  AND  LOCAL  TAXATION. 


An  "  Equalization  "  that  don't  Equalize, 


In  a  late  number  of  the  Albany  Evening  Journal^  copied 
approvingly  in  one  of  our  county  papers,  it  reads :  "  The  people's 
"  taxes  are  heavy.  They  rightly  demand  reduction.  Bat  the 
"  State  tax  is  comparatively  light  It  is  not  quite  three  mills  on 
"  the  dollar."  On  the  156th  page  of  the  Evening  Journal  Almanac 
it  put  the  whole  tax  upon  Columbia  county  at  a  little  over  seven 
mills  on  the  dollar,  so  that  the  State  tax  after  all  is  nearly  one- 
half  of  the  whole,  and  it  will  be  seen  by  examination  that  a 
large  per  cent  of  the  local  tax  is  made  mandatory  by  State  leg- 
islation and  not  left  discretionarv  with  the  Board  of  Suoervisors. 
Of  this  character  is  the  Hudson  Armory.  To  the  Board  was 
left  the  discretion  of  equalizing  the  tax  between  the  towns,  and 
in  the  discharge  of  that  duty  they  imposed  upon  towns  favored 
with  railroads,  corporations  and  manufacturing  villages,  a  tax  of 
from  five  to  six  mills  on  the  dollar,  while  on  towns  not  so 
favored  they  imposed  a  tax  of  eleven  mills  on  the  dollar.  In 
the  one  case  two  mills  below  the  average,  and  in  the  other  four 
mills  on  the  dollar  above. 

Our  intelligent  members  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature, 
one  of  whom  has  served  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  do  not 
approbate  exonerating  the  county  from  the  operation  of  the 
armory  law,  like  Monroe  and  other  counties,  nor  would  they 
approbate  leaving  the  question  discretionary  with  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  and  they  do  not  therefore  favor  the  humble  peti- 
tions of  the  people  upon  the  subject    We  are  nearer  the  sea- 
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board  than  the  people  of  Monroe  county,  and  we  may  therefore 
be  more  convenient  to  aid  the  GoverDmeot  in  repelling  foreign 
invasion.  Then,  again,  if  the  poorer  towns  in  the  coaDty  are  to 
be  taxed  twice  as  high  as  those  most  favored,  it  may  rouse  the 
terrible  spirit  of  communism  which  may  require  a  drilled  mili- 
tary to  represa  Then,  also,  Massachusetts  once  invaded  and 
shed  blood  in  Baltimore  in  a  war  commenced  by  the  President 
without  the  authority  of  Congress,  and  Columbia  being  a  border 
county,  is  conveniently  exposed  to  suQh  invasion.  For  such 
reasons  it  is  greatly  important  that  Columbia  county  should  have 
an  armory.  It  should  be  airy,  that  the  veterans  should  not  suf- 
fer too  much  from  the  heat  of  summer.  It  should  be  well  sup- 
plied with  stoves  and  furnaces,  that  they  should  not  suffer  from 
the  winter's  cold.  It  should  be  large,  for  marching  constitutes 
an  important  portion  of  the  drill,  and  it  would  make  it  conve- 
nient for  croquet  sets  and  billiard  saloons,  and  nine-pin  alleys 
in  which  a  portion  of  the  time  might  be  very  pleasantly  occu- 
pied. In  addition  to  the  armory  the  uniforms  of  the  men  should 
be  paid  for,  and  their  beef  and  their  brandy  and  the  time  they 
should  devote  in  qualifying  themselves  for  their  important 
dntiea 

There  are  other  subjects  almost  as  important  as  the  armory 
that  are  costing  the  county  many  thousands  of  dollars  annually, 
that  are  made  mandatory  upon  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  to 
which  I  may  in  the  future  call  public  attention.  *  The  Evening 
Journal  thinks  the  expense  of  the  State  capitol  is  of  so  trifling 
a  character  that  it  is  scarcely  worth  noticing.  It  has  only  cost 
about  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  with  good  luck  it  will  cost  less 
than  that  sum  to  finish  it  If  our  winters  should  chance  to  be 
mild  it  will  not  require  extensive  repairs  before  it  is  finished. 
But  through  imperfect  mortar  cracks  between  certain  of  the 
marble  blocks  look  very  suspicious — such  cracks  would  pulver- 
ize an  ordinary  ledge  in  the  farmer's  field. 

In  1834  public  men  were  terribly  narrow  contracted  in  their 
views,  and  they  took  five  years  to  pay  a  loan  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  for  the  erection  of  our  County  Court  House  and  JaiL 
But  now  when  corporate,  manufacturing  and  mercantile  associa- 

38 
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tions  control  the  politics  of  the  country,  and  most  of  its  burdens 
are  imposed  upon  the  farming  interest,  according  to  the  Evening 
Journal  an  annual  State  tax  of  over  $97,000,  is  of  small  account^ 
while  at  the  same  time  a  county  debt  of  over  $129,000  is  Bcaroely 
worth  noticing. 
May  Ist,  1879. 
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SOME  UGLY  FACTS. 


The  compromise  of  1850  settled  all  political  issues,  and  restored 
our  Gt>yemmeDt  to  its  first  priDciples.  Political  parties  having 
insisted  upon  principles,  only  differed  in  respect  to  men.  The 
next  succeeding  ten  years  may  be  said  to  be  the  golden  period 
of  our  national  existence,  and  the  civilized  world  united  in  pro- 
nouncing ours  to  be  the  best  Govern  men  t  that  Heaven  ever  blest 
a  people  with.  In  the  meantime  the  rum-distilling,  African 
slave-trading  nabobs  of  Boston,  and  the  lords  of  the  spindle  in 
LoweU,  having  had  their  hands  rudely  thrust  out  of  the  National 
Treasury  by  that  compromise,  it  having  stopped  the  Government 
bounties  to  the  one  and  the  miss-called  tariff  protection  to  the 
other,  got  up  a  huge  corruption  fund  and  called  all  the  disaffected 
and  corrupt  Democrats  in  the  country  to  their  aid.  Having 
assumed  the  name  of  "  Republican  "  they  got  the  control  of  the 
Government  in  1861,  and  have  retained  either  the  controlling  or 
restraining  power  in  it  ever  sinca 

From  being  the  best,  our  Government  has  become  the  worst 
and  most  corrupt  in  the  world,  and  our  people  are  beginning  to 
be  looked  down  upon  with  pity  and  contempt  by  all  civilized 
nations.  All  the  industry  of  the  countiy,  through  Government 
usurped  interference,  has  become  deranged.  Our  poor-houses 
are  filled  with  paupers,  our  asylums  with  lunatics,  our  prisons 
with  criminals,  our  roads  with  tramps  and  vagabonds,  official 
positions  with  knaves  through  the  fruits  of  a  corrupted  ballot- 
box.  Our  States,  once  a  Union,  are  now  the  creatures  of  a  des- 
potism, pinned  together  by  bayonets.  National,  State,  corporate 
and  other  debts  now  amount  to  ten  thousand  millions  of  dollars, 
making  the  few  immensly  rich  and  the  many  abjectly  poor. 
The  press  and  pulpit  are  subsidized  by  these  lords  of  the  spindle 
and  rum  distillery ;  and  instead  of  promoting  religion  and  civi- 
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lization,  are  made  the  iDstruments  of  uDiversal  wickedness 
and  corruptioiL  The  subsidies  to  the  pulpit  had  raised  the 
church  wealth  from  eighty-three  millions  to  a  thousand  millions 
of  dollars,  a  fact  which  President  Grant  thought  of  such  alarm- 
ing national  importance  as  to  induce  him  to  advise  its  check  by 
taxation,  and  our  State  Assessors,  in  a  late  report  to  the  Legis- 
lature, advises  the  same  policy.  Through  those  subsidies  the 
clergy  had  become  so  corrupted  that  the  Bibh  Society  Betxn^  of 
October,  1868,  copied  approvingly  the  sentiment  that  men  like 
Thomas  Paine  could  properly  assume  the  name  of  **  Eeverend," 
and  occupy  a  professedly  Christian  pulpit 

During  the  darkest  period  of  the  most  lamentable  war  that 
was  ever  waged,  hundreds  of  clergymen,  assembled  in  a  minis*- 
terial  conference,  could  howl  like  wolves  over  a  sentiment  calling 
that  war  "  unspeakably  glorious"  Too  much  of  that  spirit  is 
manifested  among  certain  of  the  clergy  at  the  present  day.  We 
now  occasionally  hear  clergymen  desecrating  the  Sabbath  by  try- 
ing to  ferment  pejudices  among  the  people  of  the  North  against 
those  of  the  South  on  account  of  that  slavery  which  Would  never 
have  had  an  existence  in  this  country  had  it  not  been  for  Boston 
rum  distillers.  Instead  of  the  Christian  principle  of  love,  those 
clergymen  are  trying  to  infuse  into  the  bosoms  of  their  hearers 
that  hellish  principle  of  hate,  and  against  those  who  have  been 
made  the  victims  and  are  not  the  authors  of  that  slavery.  An 
editor  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  religious  papers,  calls  an 
invitation  to  a  religious  church  to  unite  on  a  day  of  prayer,  the 
"laying  the  foundation  of  a  big  quarrel."  And  the  weekly 
columns  of  that  paper  are  now  glorifying  the  Chinese  policy  of 
Mr.  Burlingame  and  eulogizing  the  veto  of  usurper  Hayes  upon 
that  subject,  and  censuring  the  complaints  of  the  laboring  people, 
and  calling  for  money  to  colonize  negroes  upon  the  lands  that 
Boston  rum  distillers  have  filched  from  the  Government,  hoping 
no  doubt  at  no  distant  day  of  seeing  negro  Senators  out-voting 
those  of  New  York  in  our  national  Legislature.  Those  clei^- 
men  have  no  sympathy  for  the  agricultural  and  conmiercial 
interests  that  Republican  financial  policy  is  prostrating,  nor  for 
those  taxpayei;s  upon  whom  Bepublican  financial  policy  has 
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heaped  a  four-fold  burden.    "  The  root  of  all  evil "  occupies  too 
much  space  in  their  bosoms  to  admit  of  any  principle  of  a  kindly 
nature. 
May  8th,  1879. 
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SOVEREIGNS  OR  SERFS  ? 


■♦♦^» 


The  late  Presidential  veto  presents  matter  for  tlie  serioos 
consideration  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  One  of  the 
reasons  for  the  veto  was  that  an  appropriation  by  Congress  had 
been  made  subject  to  conditions*  This  reason  is  the  more  sxjt- 
prising  from  the  fact  that  commencing  with  the  Wilmot  proviso 
it  has  characterized  the  whole  history  of  the  Republican  party 
to  prefix  conditions  to  appropriation  and  other  bills,  and  in  that 
policy  our  usurping  President  has  been  most  strongly  identified. 
A  second  reason  for  the  veto  was  that  the  condition  prefixed  to 
the  appropriation  prevented  the  use  of  the  bayonet  at  the  voli- 
tion of  the  President  to  be  used  at  elections  within  States,  and 
Republican  statesmen  and  the  whole  subsidized  political  and 
religious  press  are  loud  in  their  denunciations  of  that  condition, 
and  claim  that  it  is  revolutionary,  as  it  admits  that  States  have 
certain  rights  that  the  President  and  the  general  Government 
are  bound  to  respect  They  claim  that  the  war  settled  that  prin- 
ciple, and  that  the  States  have  no  such  rights. 

Of  course,  then,  that  was  one  of  the  issues  of  the  war.  What- 
ever those  issues  were,  they  were  made  by  some  seven  hundred 
thousand  voters  on  the  one  side,  under  the  lead  of  Benjamin  F. 
Butler  and  Caleb  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts,  and  one-third  of 
the  voters  of  the  United  States  on  the  other  side,  under 
the  lead  of  John  A.  Andrew,  the  Governor  of  Massachu* 
setta  The  one  claimed  the  right  of  States  to  secede  from 
th^  Union  at  their  pleasure,  and  the  other  claimed  the  right 
of  the  President  to  usurp  the  prerogatives  of  Congress  by 
commencing  war  at  his  own  volition,  and  to  raise  armies, 
and  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus^  and  to  declare 
a  blockade  excluding  the  ships  of  all  nations  from  the  harbors 
to  which  they  had  a  right  of  access  by  solemn  treaty.    Upon 
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the  issues  thus  made  a  millioQ  of  lives  has  been  sacrrficed,  and 
ten  thousand  millions  of  treasure  has  been  expended,  and  the 
principal  and  interest  of  ten  thousand  millions  of  debt  has  been 
imposed  upon  the  people,  and  the  whole  industrial  interests  of 
the  country  has  been  deranged  and  revolutionized. 

One  of  the  most  important  provisions  for  remedying  their 
mighty  evils  suggested  by  the  representatives  of  a  large  majority 
of  the  people,  has  been  vetoed  by  the  representative  of  a  negro* 
constituted  returning  board,  and  of  a  party  which  sprung  into 
existence  upon  a  corruption  fund,  and  are  now  making  their 
boast  that  the  war  has  deprived  the  States  of  all  those  sovereign 
prerogatives  which  were  considered  most  important  when  the 
Union  was  formed  and  the  Constitution  was  made  specially  to 
protect 

The  Confederation  was  made  for  military  purposes,  and  its 
first  provision  was  that  States  reserve  their  sovereignty*  The 
Constitution  was  made  for  commercial  purposes  outside  of  States, 
and  the  prerogatives  of  the  Government  strictly  defined ;  and 
though  the  Government  was  made  sovereign  over  commerce  and 
war,  for  three-fourths  of  a  century  it  never  exercised  or  claimed 
a  right  to  erect  a  fort  or  light-house,  or  a  custom-house  within  a 
State  till  having  first  obtained  a  right  by  a  legislative  act  of  such 
State. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  1864,  when  the  civil  war  was  raging,  and 
at  the  very  time  that  General  Grant  was  recklessly  sacrificing 
from  sixty  to  a  hundred  thousand  lives  in  a  vain  effort  to  force 
His  way  to  Bichmond  by  that  of  Fredricksburgh,  the  following 
oonmiunication  was  published  in  the  Hudson  Gazette  : — 

SOVEREIGNTY  OP  THE  STATES. 

Gteorge  Washington  bequeathed  to  us  this  sentiment :  "  We 
"  cannot  preserve  our  free  institutions  without  a  frequent  recur- 
"  rence  to  the  first  principles  of  our  Government" 

Freedom  and  independence  of  the  States  were  our  first  prin- 
ciples ;  it  was  expressed  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  it 
was  reaffirmed  in  the  second  article  of  the  Confederation,  in 
which  each  State  expressly  reserved  their  sovereignty,  freedom 
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and  independence ;  it  was  again  affirmed  in  the  third  article  of 
the  Confederation  in  which  the  States  collectively  stood  pledged 
to  aid  each  other  in  the  defense  of  their  sovereignty ;  it  was 
again  affipmed  in  the  Constitution,  where  powers  not  delegated 
to  the  United  States,  were  reserved  to  the  State  and  people  In 
introducing  that  provision  in  the  Constitution  by  John  Hancock, 
it  is  expressly  declared  and  recorded  on  page  121st  of  the  second 
volume  of  Eliot's  Debates  upon  the  Federal  Constitution  that 
the  object  of  that  amendment  was  to  place  it  beyond  doubt  that 
the  States  reserved  their  sovereignty  the  same  under  the  Con- 
stitution as  expressed  in  the  second  article  of  the  Confedera- 
tion. 

That  State  sovereignty  has  been  recognized  by  all  the  l^sla- 
tion  of  Congress  and  of  each  State  from  the  commencement  of 
our  Government,  till  denied  by  the  head  of  our  present  admin- 
istration. Who,  in  Massachusetts,  in  May,  1853,  doubted  the 
authority  of  the  Legislature  in  conveying  sovereignty  and  juris- 
diction over  Boston  Corners  to  the  State  of  New  York  ?  And 
who,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  doubted  the  authority  of  the 
Legislature  in  accepting  such  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction? 
And  who,  in  the  United  States,  ever  supposed  that  Congress 
had  yielded  any  of  its  prerogatives  in  recognizing  such  transfer 
by  special  act  of  legislation  ? 

A  common  danger  and  a  common  cause  produced  the  first 
Union  of  the  States  on  the  4th  of  July,  1776 ;  and  the  only 
bond  of  that  Union  was  a  pledge  of  sacred  honor.  The  articles 
of  the  Confederation  prescribed  for  the  United  States  certain 
duties,  but  with  no  more  power  to  enforce  them  than  Congresses 
in  Europe  possess  over  the  different  States  of  Europe — which  is 
just  no  power  at  all  Influenced  by  a  common  cause  and 
common  danger,  it  was  declared  to  be  a  league  of  friendship. 
The  Constitution  gave  to  the  States  collectively  their  first 
sovereign  prerogative.  It  delegated  to  them  sovereignty  over 
the  commerce  of  the  country,  which,  in  its  diversified  rela- 
tions, embraced  all  the  external  interests  of  the  undivided 
States.  That  was  so  generally  understood  that  it  was  laid  down 
in  our  school-books  and'  taught  in  our  schools.  [See  Mitchell's 
old  geography. 


SOVEREIGNS  OR  SERFS?  305 

The  Constitution  gave  to  the  Federal  Government  no  right  to 
interfere  with  the  municipal  interests  of  any  people,  except  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  such  forts,  &c.,  as  yrith  the  consent 
of  States,  it  might  erect  The  Federal  Government  obtained  no 
right  to  interfere  with  insurrections  within  States,  unless  invited 
by  the  Legislature,  or  the  Governor  when  the  Legislature  was 
not  in  session. 

The  debates  upon  the  Federal  Constitution  show  conclusively 
that  not  a  State  in  the  Union  would  ever  have  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution had  it  delegated  to  the  Federal  Government  any  other 
than  commercial  prerogatives.  A  Union  for  all  other  purposes 
was  just  as  useless  as  it  is  possible  to  conceive — just  as  useless 
as  though  each  State  had  be«n  separated  from  the  others  and  the 
rest  of  the  world  by  an  impassable  ocean. 

Such,  then,  were  the  first  principles  of  our  Government  Had 
frequent  recurrence  been  made  to  them,  and  had  they  been 
religiously  observed,  we  should  not  now  be  involved  in  wasteful 
war.  Should  we  now  return  to  those  first  principles  with  suffi- 
cient guarantees  for  their  continuance,  the  war  would  close 
immediately  ;  and  with  a  restored  Union  we  should  again  pos- 
sess the  ability  to  become  prosperous  and  happy.  Republicans 
are  deceiving  people  upon  this  subject  By  a  reckless  breach  of 
that  sacred  honor  which  first  bound  our  States  together — by 
recklessly  alienating  those  principles  of  friendship  which  was 
our  second  bond  of  Union — by  influencing  a  species  of  selfish 
l^islatiou,  by  which  the  reciprocal  benefits  that  were  to  grow 
out  of  our  commercial  relations  were  perverted  to  confer  boun- 
ties and  benefits  upon  certain  States  of  the  Union  at  the  expense 
of  others,  they  have  severed  all  the  bonds  of  our  Union,  and  are 
now  trying  to  pin  us  together  by  millions  of  bayonets.  And  to 
deceive  the  ignorant  they  represent  our  war  as  the  judgment  of 
God  on  account  of  slavery.  They  would  represent  God  as  a 
finite  being,  who  had  graduated  at  a  New  England  college,  and 
who  had  sat  under  the  ravings  of  a  Beecher,  and  been  a  reader 
of  the  Trihwie,  Too  many  have  been  deceived  by  these  repre- 
sentations, and  too  many  of  the  clergy  have  aided  in  these  mis- 
representations.   Those  clergymen  ought  not  to  be  ignorant  that 

89 
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in  the  attributes  of  the  Deity  He  is  the  same  Almighty  Being 
yesterday,  to-day  and  forever ;  and  that  His  own  chosen  people 
were  slave-holders — that  He  visited  them  with  judgments,  but 
never  on  account  of  slavery — that  under  His  favor  Greece  won 
her  immortal  history  though  a  slave-holding  people — ^thal 
through  His  favor  Rome  remained  a  glorious  Republic  for  five 
hundred  years,  though  possessing  60,000,000  of  slaves ;  and  that 
for  three-fourths  of  a  century  we  have  been  a  free  and  most  pros- 
perous people,  notwithstanding  we  had  millions  of  slaves. 
Those  clergymen  should  also  know  something  of  the  attributes 
of  the  devil—that  Jie  is  the  great  enemy  of  mankind — ^that  he 
would  naturally  envy  us  our  freedom  and  happiness — and  that 
he  would  natually  seek,  through  the  ambition,  avarice  and  fanati- 
cism of  men,  to  destroy  the  Union  of  our  States,  except  under  a 
despotism,  thereby  destroying  our  happiness,  and  demoralizing 
our  people,  and  reducing  us  in  the  face  of  the  world  to  degreda- 
tion  and  disgrace.    May  5th,  1864.  Franklin. 

May  22d,  1879. 
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RIGHTS   OF  STATES. 


Some   of  the   Fallacies  of  Hayes*  Logic. 


*♦•♦♦■ 


Section  4  of  article  4  of  the  Federal  Constitution  provides  aa 
follows :  "  The  UDited  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  State  in 
"the  Union  a  Republican  form  of  government,  and  shall  protect 
"  each  of  them  against  invasion,  and,  on  application  of  the  L^- 
"  islature  or  the  Executive,  when  the  Legislature  cannot  be  con- 
"  vened,  against  domestic  violence."  All  the  States  collectively 
guarantee  to  each  State  individually  a  Republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment All  the  States  collectively  are  to  protect  each  State 
from  invasion  from  foreign  Governments  or  sister  States,  or  the 
Executive  heads  of  the  States  collectively. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  1792  provided'  that  when  any  law 
made  in  pursuance  of  that  Constitutional  provision  shall  be 
obstructed,  the  officer  employed  in  the  execution  of  that  law 
shall  apply  to  a  District  Judge  or  Associate  Justice,  who,  when 
upon  deliberation  shall  decide  that  the  law  is  in  pursuance  of 
that  Constitution,  shall  call  upon  the  President  for  its  enforce- 
ment He  is  authorized  to  use  the  militia  of  the  State  for  that 
purpose,  but  his  authority  to  do  so  ceased  at  the  end  of  thirty 
days  after  the  assembling  of  Congress. 

The  law  of  1807  provided  that  when  all  the  provisions  of  the 
law  of  1792  had  been  complied  with  and  it  was  still  found  nec- 
essary. United  States  troops  might  be  employed  to  aid  the  militia, 
but  of  course  the  President's  prerogatives  for  using  either  the 
militia  or  the  United  Stiites  troops  ceased  at  the  end  of  thirty 
days  after  the  assembling  of  Congress.  The  late  act  of  Congress 
was  made  exactly  in  pursuance  of  that  constitutional  provision 
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and  of  the  laws  of  1792  and  1807 ;  and  the  acting  President  has 
vetoed  that  act  and  has  undertaken  to  justify  his  doing  so  under 
the  very  provisions  of  that  Constitution  and  those  laws*    He 
claims  as  his  prerogative  the  right  at  all  times  to  use  United 
States  troops  within  States  for  the  purj^ose  of  interfering  with 
the  elections  in  those  States,  which  is  their  most  vital  franchise, 
and  he  avows  it  as  his  special  object  to  hand  down  that  prerogative 
to  the  Presidents  who  shall  be  his  successors.     In  further  justi- 
fication of  his  veto  the  President  refers  to  the  action  of  President 
Washington  in  the  Pennsylvania  insurrection.     But  Washing- 
ton, after  a  forbearance  of  three  years,  acted  in  compliance  with 
the  strict  letter  of  the  Constitution  and  the  act  of  1792.    He 
refers  also  to  the  act  of  President  Jefferson  in  respect  to  Aaron 
Barr.    Burr  had  organized  a  military  expedition  for  the  purpose 
of  invading  the  territory  of  a  friendly  Government,  and  Jeffer- 
son employed  force  to  prohibit  it,  as  he  was  bound  by  the  laws 
of  nations  to  do.     He  referred  to  the  act  of  Jackson  in  respect 
to  South  Carolina  nullification.     Jackson  issued  his  proclama- 
tion and  laid  the  matter  before  Congress,  which  redressed  the 
grievance  by  passing  the  compromise  act  of  1832.     He  refers  to 
the  proclamation  of  President  Lincoln  in  1861,  in  which  that 
President,  upon  his  awn  volition,  commenced  a  war  and  called 
upon  the  States  for  an  army,  and  suspended  the  writ  of  habeas. 
corptiSj  and  declared  a  blockade,  and  then  acknowledged  in  his 
message  to  Congress  in  July,  1861,  that  he  had  violated  the 
Constitution,    and    that    Congress,    whose    constituents    had 
denounced  the  Constitution  as  "  a  covenant  with  hell,"  justified 
his  having  done  so.     The  actions  of  that  Congress  our  usurping 
President  refers  to  as  a  further  justification  of  his  veto,  and  his 
action  is  universally  applauded  by  the  party  which  is  claiming 
that  the  Union  of  the  States  has  been  destroyed  in  consequence 
of  the  war  having  divested  the  States  of  all  their  reserved  sov- 
ereign prerogatives. 

That  President  has  got  possession  of  the  sword  of  the  nation 
by  a  most  stupendous  fraud,  and  any  member  of  Congress  who 
shall  vote  any  portion  of  the  public  purse  into  his  possession 
without  subjecting  it  to  most  stringent  conditions,  will  be  giultj 
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of  a  great  indiscretioD.  If  any  portion  of  the  public  service  shall 
suffer  in  consequence  of  a  persistence  in  these  restrictions,  let 
those  bear  the  responsibility  who  are  claiming  that  war  has  rev- 
olutionized our  Government  If  Congress  does  not  adhere 
strictly  to  that  policy,  the  people  have  not  yet  reached  the  depth 
of  that  degredation  and  crime  into  which  they  are  sinking,  nor 
the  weight  of  the  burdens  and  taxation  that  will  be  heaped  upon 
them. 
May  29th,  1879. 
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POLITICAL  INFAMY. 


It  is  a  common  remark  among  men  having  Republican  pro- 
clivities that  Democrats  have  become  just  as  corrupt  as  Republi- 
oana  If  that  were  truly  so,  and  Republicans  in  the  fifteen  years 
in  which  they  had  the  unchecked  control  of  all  the  branches  of 
the  Government  have  not  only  corrupted  the  press  and  pulpit 
and  ballot  box,  but  also  the  whole  Democratic  party,  it  will 
add  one  more  item  to  their  infamy.  It  would  be  strange  indeed 
if  knaves  like  Butler,  Gushing  and  Tweed,  by  professing  to  be 
Democrats,  did  not  occasionally  get  into  official  position.  It  is 
also  susceptible  of  proof  that  in  doubtful  districts  Democrats 
have  yielded  to  the  importunities  of  Republicans  and  have 
secured  an  election  by  a  sacrifice  of  principle  But  one  single 
knavish  act,  such  as  has  notoriously  characterized  the  Repub- 
lican party  during  their  whole  history,  would  consign  a  Demo- 
crat to  lasting  infamy  with  the  whole  party. 

It  is  officially  in  proof  that  the  Republican  party  in  1856 
sprung  into  existence  upon  a  huge  conniption  fund,  and  sent  its 
agents  to  subsidize  the  press  and  pulpit,  and  to  corrupt  men  in 
office,  and  to  debauch  the  ballot-box.  It  is  history  that  the 
President  elected  through  that  corruption  fund  usurped  the  pre- 
rogatives of  Gongress  by  commencing  war,  raising  armies,  sus- 
pending the  writs  of  habeas  corpus^  disregarding  the  mandate  of 
the  United  States  Gourt,  and  by  declaring  a  blockade.  It  is  also 
history  that  twenty  thousand  wounded  United  States  troops  in 
that  war  were  allowed,  within  a  two  hours*  ride  from  Washington, 
to  lay  and  suffer  four  long  days  and  nights,  and  were  then  only  re- 
lieved by  the  humane  efforts  of  individuals.  It  is  also  history  that 
thirty  thousand  United  States  troops,  during  three  months  of  the 
most  sickly  season,  were  allowed  to  suffer  and  die  when  the  mag- 
nanimous enemy  offered  to  give  them  up  without  equivalent  It 
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18  also  a  notorious  fact  that  one  President  elected  by  Republicans 
was  actually  assassinated  and  another  morally  so,  because  they 
refused  to  become  parties  to  their  wicked  policy. 

They  now  admit  that  the  war  was  not  waged  to  preserve  the 
Union  of  sovereign  States,  but  to  destroy  such  Union,  and  by 
their  success  they  claim  to  have  accomplished  that  object  By 
that  claim  the  Northern  States  have  sacrificed  a  million  of  lives, 
and  ten  thousand  millions  of  treasure,  and  incurred  thousands 
of  millions  of  debt  in  order  to  fasten  upon  themselves  a  despo- 
tism. With  bayonets  at  the  breasts  of  the  people,  they  have 
gone  through  the  farce  of  amending  the  Constitution,  which,  by 
its  tenure,  was  not  amendable.  They  have  also  gone  through  the 
farce  of  amending  the  object  for  which  the  Constitution  was 
made,  which  was  not  amendable,  and  by  such  pretended  amend- 
ment the  Union  has  been  revolutionized  and  the  States  deprived 
of  the  most  important  of  their  franchises.  Under  that  claim 
Congressmen  are  purjurers  who  swear  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  is  not  surprising  then  that  such  Congressmen  have 
robbed  the  Treasury  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars  under  the  name 
of  Credit  Mobilier,  or  other  millions  under  a  salary  grab,  or 
other  millions  through  a  Syndicate,  which  went  through  the 
farce  of  transmitting  thousands  of  millions  of  Government  lia- 
bilities to  foreign  hands  without  changing  the  ownership,  or 
other  millions  by  exempting  such  owners  from  taxation  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Treasury  that  they  had  been  robbing. 

Republicans,  who,  after  exhibiting  these  characteristics,  have, 
through  the  agency  of  a  negro-constituted  Returning  Board, 
enabled  a  man  to  usurp  the  prerogatives  of  President  who  had 
been  repudiated  by  the  people.  That  usurper  now  claims  the 
right  of  keeping  bayonets  at  the  breasts  of  the  people  at  all 
times,  and  under  pretense  of  purifying  the  ballot-box,  has 
appointed  in  the  city  of  New  York  afone  fifty  men  who  are 
recorded  thieves  and  burglars,  or  have  been  inmates  of  peniten- 
tiaries, or  who  are  the  keepers  of  houses  of  ill-fama  Such  is 
the  history  of  Republican  ascendency  for  three-fourths  of  a 
decada  « 

Now  look  at  Democratic  ascendency  for  three-fourths  of  a  cen* 
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tary,  during  which  time  it  made  the  name  of  America  illus- 
trious and  the  Government  proverbial  as  being  the  4>e8t  that 
Heaven  ever  blest  a  people  with.  In  1876  Bepublicans  had 
their  corruption  fund,  their  subsidized  press  and  pulpit,  their 
hundred  thousand  oflSce-holders,  their  corrupted  ballot-box — and 
yet  the  people,  appreciating  the  antecedents  of  the  Democracyf 
gave  them  three-fourths  of  the  popular  votes.  Let  them  exhibit 
the  same  virtue  and  intelligence  in  1880,  and  they  will  secure 
to  themselves  a  glorious  history  in  the  futura  Through  corrupt 
l^slation  the  creatures  of  the  Republican  party  have  got  pos- 
session of  most  of  the  ten  thousand  millions  of  national,  State, 
corporate  and  individual  indebtedness,  and  are  rapidly  acquiring 
a  lai^e  portion  of  the  national  wealth.  Through  such  legisla- 
tion the  products  of  industry  cannot  reach  the  foreign  or  domes- 
tic market  except  through  the  hands  of  middle-men,  who  are 
generally  the  creatures  of  Bepublicans  and  have  the  power  to 
fix  the  prices  of  such  fruits  of  industry.  Through  corrupt  legis- 
lation the  most  valuable  portion  of  the  public  domain  has  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  creatures  of  the  Bepublican  party,  giv- 
ing them  a  controlling  influence  over  the  settJers  upon  those 
landa 

And  now  if  what  is  left  of  public  virtue  shall  be  influenced  by 
the  sophistry  of  a  subsidized  political  and  professed  religious 
press — ^if  it  shall  lend  a  too  indulgent  ear  to  the  blandishments 
of  Republican  clergymen — if  it  shall  neglect  a  mighty  moral 
influence  to  protect  the  ballot-box  from  a  Republican  corruption 
fund — ^if  it  shall  allow  itself  to  bo  overawed  by  bayonets  in  the 
hands  of  Republican  thieves  and  burglars,  who  are  the  appointees 
of  a  President,  who,  by  the  tenure  under  which  he  holds  the 
office,  is  no  better  than  a  thief  and  burglar  himself — ^if  what 
remains  of  public  virtue  cannot  withstand  all  these  influences  at 
the  election  ©f  1880,  the  fruits  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence will  be  lost,  and  the  heavy  burdens  of  taxation  now  borne 
by  the  people  will  be  but  a  bagatelle  at  what  they  will  have  to 
bear  in  the  future.  Instead  of  being  limited  to  the  ability  of  the 
people,  they  Will  be  intentionally  increased  to  enable  the  crea- 
tures of  the  Republican  party  to  absorb  all  the  renutining  wealth 
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of  the  nation.  National,  State  and  corporate  debts  will  be  inten- 
tionally created  for  the  purpose  of  producing  a  fund  in  which 
Bepublicans  can  invest  their  ill-gotten  gains.  The  election  of 
1880  will  decide  whether  the  people  are  to  be  relieved  of  the 
rainous  burden  of  taxation  and  have  the  liberty  restored  to  them 
which  the  Constitution  conferred,  or  whether  they  are  to  be 
deprived  of  those  liberties  and  overwhelmed  by  those  burden& 
The  people  should  also  bear  in  mind  that  the  election  of  1879 
will  doubtless  foreshadow  the  result  of  the  succeeding  year. 
June  12th,  1879. 
40 
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SOVEREIGNTY  OF  STATES 


NUMBEE   TWO. 


How  a  Bogus  President  Attempts  to  Ovcr^ 

ride  the  Constitution. 


■♦♦- 


The  Confederacy  wasaUnion  of  sovereign  States  for  military  pur- 
poses.    Under  the  Constitution  the  people  of  the  States  conferred 
upon  the  General  Government  sovereignty  over  their  commer- 
cial relations,  the  States  retaining  sovereignty  over  their  civil 
relations.     Upon  the  subject  of  taxation  that  sovereignty  was 
declared  concurrent.     If  both  made  a  levy  upon  the  same  prop- 
erty the  first  levy  took  priority.     Under  this  concurrent  juris- 
diction Congress  imposed  a  tax  upon  the  distillation  of  whisky, 
and  the  people  resisted  the  Marshals  in  the  collection  of  the  tax, 
and  President  Washington  reported  that  fact  to  Congress  in 
October,  1791.     After  a  six  months*  deliberation  and  in  May, 
1792,  Congress  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  President  to  call 
out  the  Stite  militia  to  aid  the  Marshals  in  the  collection  of  the 
tax.      Those  militia  were  resisted,  fired  upon,  driven  into  a 
building  to  which  fire  was  set,  and  the  militia  captured  and  the 
Marshal   treated  with  great  rudeness  and  his  life  threatened. 
These  facts  the  President  reported  to  Congress,  which  in  1795 
passed  an  act  authorizing:  the  President,  when  Conpjress  was  not 
in  session  and  thirty  days  before  a  session  commenced,  to  employ 
the  militia  of  adjoining  States  to  aid  the  Marshals  in  collecting 
the  tax.     But  before  exercising  that  prerogative,  the  President 
had  to  obtain  the  mandate  of  a  Judge.      Under  the  provision  of 
that  act  the  President  called  for  the  militia  of  Maryland,  New 
Jeraey  and  Virginia  to  aid  those  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  enforce- 
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ment  of  the  law.  Those  militia,  under  the  command  of  their 
respectiTe  Governors,  fifteen  thousand  strong,  marched  in  two 
divisions  from  Cumberland  and  Bedford  and  enforced  the  law, 
arresting  the  leaders  of  the  insurrection  and  putting  them  under 
bonds  to  answer  to  the  Courts.  In  1807,  England  had  captured 
hundreds  of  our  ships  and  thousands  of  our  seamen,  and  in  con* 
sequeooe  a  non-intercourse  act  was  passed,  which  the  people  of 
MasBachasetts  resisted,  and  io  consequence  Congress  passed  an 
act  authorizing  the  President,  when  Congress  was  not  in  session, 
to  use  the  Government  navy  and  troops  to  aid  the  militia  in  the 
«Dfopoement  of  that  act 

This  history,  which  may  be  found  upon  the  Government  rec- 
ords, shows  that  Congress  would  not  even  allow  George  Wash- 
ington to  use  the  sword  to  enforce  the  law  under  the  mandates 
of  the  Courts  except  when  Congress  was  not  in  session.  And 
yet  a  President,  with  only  a  negro  Returning  Board  constituency, 
cites  this  history  as  authority  for  his  using  the  sword  at  all  times 
without  judicial  authority  and  in  spite  of  Congress,  to  deprive 
llie  States  of  their  most  important  prerogatives,  and  threatens  to 
stop  the  wheels  of  Government  unless  his  claim  is  complied 
with.  Of  course  to  comply  with  his  demand  is  revolutionary 
and  dissolves  the  Union,  and  leaves  the  States,  which  are  willing 
to  abide  by  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  to  unite  in  con- 
trolling and  providing  for  their  commercial  interests. 

In  fact,  most  of  our  States  are  as  well  qualified  to  have  the 
control  of  both  their  civil  and  commercial  interests  as  are  Swe- 
den, Denmark,  Holland,  Belgium,  Switzerland,  Portugal  and 
Greece,  in  Europe,  the  intelligence  and  population  of  each  not 
exceeding  that  of  our  individual  States.  In  fact,  such  a  disso- 
lution might  avert  one  of  the  greatest  threatening  evils  of  our 
country.  England  and  her  dependencies  are  our  great  grain 
markets,  and  in  retaliation  of  our  tariff  laws  of  1828  and  1842, 
she  passed  her  corn  laws,  which  virtually  shut  us  out  of  those 
markets.  In  reciprocation  of  our  tariff  act  of  1846,  she  repealed 
those  corn  laws.  For  the  re-enactment  of  a  tariff  like  that  of 
1842,  and  the  persistent  adherence  to  it,  she  now  threatens  to 
renew  her  com  laws,  which  would  aggravate  the  evil  of  our 
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almost  ruined  agricultural  iodustrial  interests.  To  have  such 
duties  imposed  upon  our  four  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  agri- 
cultural exports  as  we  impose  upon  the  imports  taken  in 
exchange,  would  throw  our  export  market  into  the  hands  of 
France,  Germany  and  Bussia,  which  are  the  great  grain-produo- 
ing  countries  of  Europe,  and  whose  population  are  now  jubilant 
under  the  prospect  of  such  a  contingency.  Our  reckless 
President,  by  his  vetoes,  seems  resolved  to  produce  such 
results. 

And  what  else  could  we  expect  of  a  President  who  is  claim- 
ing a  prerogative  vastly  exceeding  what  the  fathers  of  our  coun- 
try were  willing  to  intrust  into  the  hands  of  even  George  Wash- 
ington ?  I  very  much  mistake  the  intelligence  of  the  people  or 
they  will  triumphantly  sustain  a  Congress  that  shall  refuse  to 
yield  to  the  prerogative  claimed  by  our  fraudulent  President, 
even  if  it  involves  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  such  as  I  have 
suggested.  I  am  not  quite  sure  but  a  temporary  dissolution  of 
the  kind  would  result  in  a  great  national  blessing.  I  think  it 
would  result  in  a  re-union  of  the  States  upon  the  first  principles 
of  our  Government 

June  19th,  1879. 
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NUMBER    THBEE. 


Sustained  by  Law  and  Gospel. 


■»•♦■ 


In^Noah  Webster^s  Dictionary,  revised  by  his  son-in-law, 
Cliauncey  A.  Goodrich,  and  published  in  1854,  the  word  "  com- 
pact "  is  defined  in  the  following  manner :  "  An  agreement 
**  between  Nations  and  States,  as  treaties  and  confederacies,  like 
"  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States."  In  illustration  of  this 
definition  it  also  refers  to  Blackstona  Webster  being  a  L.  L. 
D.,  and  Goodrich  a  D.  D.,  the  doctrine  of  the  sovereignty  of 
States  in  1854  was  sustained  by  both  law  and  gospel  In  the 
revised  editions  of  that  dictionary,  published  in  1871,  twenty- 
seven  years  after  the  death  of  Webster,  the  reference  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  to  Blackstone  is  left  out,  the  revisors  doubtless 
claiming  in  accordance  with  Republicanism  that  if  the  States 
ever  possessed  sovereignty  it  was  lost  by  the  civil  war. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1879,  the  following  act  was  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  : — 

CHAP.  93. 

AN  ACT  accepting  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  over  a  portion  of  the  State 
of  Vermont,  ceded  to  the  State  of  New  York  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-six.  Passed  March  20th,  1879. 

The  People  of  the  State  qf  Kew  York,  represented  iti  Senate  and  Assembly, 
do  enact  asfoliows : — 

Sbction  1.  Sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  over  "  aU  that  portion  of  the  town 
of  Fair  Haven,  in  the  county  of  Rutland  and  State  of  Vermont,  lying  wes* 
terly  from  the  middle  of  the  deepest  channel  of  Poultney  river  as  it  now 
runs,  and  between  the  middle  of  the  deepest  channel  of  said  river  and  the 
west  line  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  as  at  present  established,"  as  the  same  itf 
described  in  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  entitled: 
**  An  act  annexing  that  portion  of  the  town  of  Fair  Haven,  lying  weet  of 
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Poaltney  river  to  the  State  of  New  York,"  and  approved  by  tbc  Governor 
of  sidd  State  of  Vermont,  November  twenty -seventn,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  and  the  cession  of  the  same  to  the  State  or  New  York  is  hereby 
accepted  by  the  State  of  New  York. 

g  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  when  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall 
consent  to  sndi  cession  and  annexation.  " 

So  it  appears  that  the  Governor  and  Legislature  of  Vermont 
and  the  Legislature  of  New  York  still  think  that  supreme  power 
and  the  power  to  make  laws,  continues  in  the  town  of  Fair 
Haven,  and  it  may  therefore  be  fairly  inferred  that  the  same 
power  continues  in  the  States  of  Vermont  and  New  York  not- 
withstanding the  war. 

We  have  treaties  and  compacts  with  the  diflferent  nations  of 
Europe,  and  were  we  to  send  knaves  and  representatives  o|  pen- 
itentiaries in  the  capacity  of  Supervisors  and  Marshals  to  inter 
fere  with  their  elections,  they  would  not  consider  it  respectful 
Should  these  Marshals  attempt  to  influence  Grand  Jurors  to  pre« 
vent  their  indicting  the  corrupters  of  the  ballot-box,  the  local 
Gouits  would  doubtless  give  them  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
SuTOpean  with  American  penitcntiariea 

June  26th,  1879. 


THK  SLAVE  TRADE.  919 


THE    SLAVE-TRADE. 


-♦•♦■ 


How  Massachusetts  Protected  It. 


The  fact  that  it  is  characteristic  of  the  dominant  party  in  Maa* 
sachiisetts  to  be  irresiatable  in  their  blandishments  po  those  who 
favor  their  selfish  policy,  and  to  be  irreconcilably  malignant  to 
all  who  oppose  it,  is  fully  illustrated  in  that  provision  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  which  prevented  any  interference  with  iho 
African  slave-trade  till  1808.  That  clause,  with  the  provimon 
exempting  property  in  slaves  from  two-fifths  as  much  tax  as  is 
imposed  on  other  property,  were  the  only  provisions  in  the  Con- 
stitution  which  were  made  unamendable.  That  slave-trade  was 
inseparably  connected  with  the  most  cherished  interests  of  tbo 
people  of  Massachusetta  The  one  clause  in  the  ConstitutioD 
secured  that  trade  to  the  people  of  Massachusetts  for  a  genera- 
tion, and  the  other  enhanced  the  value  of  those  slaves.  That 
trade  was  justly  abhorred  by  the  civilized  world,  and  yet  the 
Massachusetts  delegation  in  the  Convention  had  the  address  to 
prevail  upon  Charles  Coatswortb  Pickney,  of  South  Carolina,  to 
move  the  adoption  of  those  clauses,  and  by  his  vote,  in  oonnec* 
tion  with  the  united  delegation  from  New  England,  to  procure 
its  adoption.  For  that  act  Mr.  Pinckney,  or  his  brother  Tbomas, 
were  four  times  made  candidates  for  the  Presidency  or  Vice 
Presidency  of  the  United  States,  never,  however,  receiving  but 
five  electoral  votes  outside  of  New  England,  and  both  he  and  his 
brother  were  made  foreign  ministers  during  the  administration  of 
John  Adams. 

On  the  other  hand,  James  Madison  opposec^  those  provisions 
in  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  on  the  477th  page  of  the  debates 
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it  reads :  "  James  Madison  said  that  twenty  years  will  produce 
"  all  the  mischief*  that  can  be  apprehended  from  the  liberty  to 
"  import  slaves,  and  will  be  most  dishonorable  to  the  American 
"  character."  For  this  opposition  to  the  slave- trade  James  Mad- 
ison was  pursued  with  the  utmost  malignity  by  the  people  of 
Massachusetts,  and  during  his  eight  years  as  President  of  the 
United  States  never  had  received  a  single  electoral  vote  from  the 
people  of  New  England.  For  centuries  Massachusetts  sent 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  gallons  of  rum,  and  tons  of  powder, 
and  thousands  of  muskets  annually  to  the  coast  of  Africa  as  the 
main-spring  to  the  slave-trade,  and  through  the  aid  of  Charles 
Coatsworth  Piockney  go*t  that  trade  protected  by  the  Federal 
Constitution,,  while  Virginia,  during  that  whole  time,  did  all  they 
were  able  to  prohibit  that  trada  During  twenty-three  years  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia  passed  acts  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  those  slaves  into  that  State,  but  the  King,  through  the  influ- 
ence of  Massachusetts,  prevented  the  enforcement  of  those  acts. 
In  Mr.  Jefferson's  draft  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  he 
set  forth  that  act  of  the  King  as  one  of  our  national  grievances, 
but  by  the  influence  of  Massachusetts  that  clause  was  stricken 
out,  and,  as  already  noticed,  Mr.  Madison  denounced  that  slave- 
trade  as  disgraceful  to  the  American  character,  and,  as  the  cen- 
sus shows,  Virginians  were  freeing  those  slaves  in  immense 
thousands.  Now,  let  me  ask,  why,  through  our  civil  war,  does 
half  a  million  of  slaughtered  Americans  sleep  beneath  Virginia 
soil  ?  Was  it  on  account  of  slavery,  or  was  it  because  a  party 
nursed  into  existence  by  Lowell  manufacturers  and  Boston  rum 
distillers  desire  to  put  the  ballot-box  under  the  control  of  the 
bayonet  in  the  hands  of  Marshals  and  Supervisors  taken  from 
the  slums  of  society  ?  If  these  were  the  reasons  the  name  of 
Virginians  will  be  glorious  in  history.  For  during  four  long 
years,  almost  single-handed  and  alone,  her  banner  waved  trium- 
phant at  Big  Bethel,  Balls  Bluffs,  Bulls  Run,  Fredericksburgh, 
Chancellorville,  the  Wilderness,  and  fifty  other  battle-fields, 
against  a  Government  which,  wielding  the  nation's  sword  and 
purse,  had  usurped  arbitrary  power  over  30,000,000  of  people. 
If  such  was  the  cause  and  object  of  the  civil  war,  then  the  names 
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of  Robert  E.  Lee  and  Stonewall  Jackson  can  be  expressed  in 
the  langaage  of  an  immortal  English  poet : — 

"  Eyer  glorious  Virginians,  the  best  of  the  good. 
So  simple  in  heart,  so  sublime  in  the  rest; 
With  all  that  a  Washington  wanted  indued. 
And  his  riyal  or  victor  in  all  he  possessed." 

To  protect  the  slave-trader  that  disgraceful  clause  was  put  in 
the  Federal  Constitution ;  and  to  rob  the  people  of  the  public 
domain,  and  to  impose  mountains  of  taxes,  and  to  rob  the  money 
for  the  purpose  of  enriching  the  few,  the  heel  of  an  armed  des- 
pot is  to  be  kept  on  the  necks  of  the  people,  and  those  who 
favor  this  policy  are  to  be  lauded,  and  those  who  oppose  to  suffer 
malidiotion. 

July  Srd,  1879, 
41 
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THE  REAL  ISSUE 


»•♦■ 


Between  the  President  and  Congress. 


The  issue  between  the  acting  Executive  head  of  our  Govern- 
ment and  Congress  is :  Whether  the  States  have  any  preroga- 
tives which  the  General  Government  is  bound  to  respect,  and 
whether  the  most  important  franchises  of  the  States  must  not  be 
dischaiiged  under  the  supervision  of  Federal  bayonets ;  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  whether  the  General  Government  has  any  preroga- 
tives within  States  except  the  concurrent  right  of  imposing  and 
collecting  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  Government,  and  a  postal 
right  in  regulating  the  intercourse  between  the  people  of  the 
States,  and  the  military  right  of  occupying  for  limited  purposes 
such  forts  as,  with  the  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  States  it 
may  have  occasion  to  erect.  If  in  this  controversy  the  first  suc- 
ceeds, then  farewell  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  God  help 
the  farmer  who  is  in  debt,  and  the  laborer  who  has  to  support 
bis  family  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
other  succeeds,  we  shall  realize  what  the  makers  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  contemplated,  and  shall  become  a  great  and  glori- 
ous people. 

For  the  support  of  the  position  taken  by  Congress  the  reader 
is  referred  to  the  series  of  communications  published  in  the 
Gazette,  commencing  with  the  reserved  sovereignty  of  States 
in  the  articles  of  the  Confederation,  and  ending  with  the  accepted 
sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  by  the  Legislature  of  New  York 
over  the  territory  ceded  by  the  Governor  and  Legislature  of 
Vermont    For  the  position  taken  by  the  acting  President  the 
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reader  is  referred  to  the  speech  of  one  of  the  Senatorial  represen- 
tatives of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  to  him  is  submitted  the 
fi|pt  whether  that  speech  is  worthy  the  position  that  the  Senator 
occapies,  or  is  more  particularly  characteristic  of  a  prince  of 
pettifoggers ;  and  is  also  referred  to  a  late  scene  in  the  Senate,  in 
which  that  Senator  was  an  actor,  in  which  he  will  be  able  to 
decide  as  a  matter  of  taste  whether  the  bearing  of  that  Senator 
was  one  of  chivalry  or  having  the  characteristics  of  the  prince  of 
blackguards. 

If  the  President  shall  triumph  in  the  position  he  has  taken, 
it  is  not  possible  that  the  intelligence  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  will  long  submit  to  it  But  the  States  will  resolve  them- 
selves  back  into  the  condition  they  occupied  before  the  Union 
was  formed — peaceably  it  they  may,  forcibly  if  they  must  The 
object  of  the  Union  was  to  give  the  States  collectively  consider- 
ation in  their  commercial  and  diplomatic  intercourse  with  the 
nations  of  the  world  That  object  does  not  now  exist  The 
State  of  New  York  alone  has  a  third  greater  population  than  the 
whole  United  States  at  the  time  the  Union  was  formed.  It  has 
a  greater  population  than  one-half  the  nations  of  Europe ;  and 
its  commerce  stands  only  second  among  the  nations  of  the  world. 
The  people  of  New  York  will  no  longer  be  required  to  con- 
tribute to  the  millions  paid  in  tonage  duties  to  Massachusetts 
fishermen,  or  other  millions  for  the  trespassing  of  those  fisher- 
men upon  the  waters  of  other  nations,  or  other  millions  for  the 
fish  and  rum  exported,  nor  will  they  have  occasion  to  pay  fifty 
per  cent  duty  upon  the  imports  they  have  occasion  to  consume, 
while  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  through  a  free  list,  are 
exempted  from  such  duty.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Empire 
State  of  New  York,  having  control  of  her  own  commerce,  will 
reduce  the  duties  upon  imports  at  least  one-half,  thereby  open- 
ing to  the  agricultural  products  the  markets  of  the  world,  and 
the  thirty  thousand  ships  employed  in  that  commerce,  instead 
of  being  owned  by  foreigners,  will  belong  to  her  citizens,  and 
the  revenue  derived  from  that  commerce,  instead  of  the  nation^s, 
will  go  into  her  own  treasury.  And  if  Massachusetts  will  behave 
herself  discreetly,  she  will  be  indulged  transit  across  the  State 
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of  New  York  at  reasonable  ratea  For  the  privilege  of  tmoli 
transit  Massachusetts  can  afford  to  refund  some  portioti  of  the 
millions  she  has  enjoyed  by  way  of  bounties,  drawbacks,  high* 
tariffs  and  a  free  list  And  a  hundred  millions  annually  for 
such  transit,  and  for  duties  upon  imports  to  go  into  the  State 
Treasury  will  be  a  just  tribute  to  the  people  of  New  York,  who 
for  long  years  through  Republican  policy  have  borne  the  most 
oppressive  taxation. 
July  5th,  1879. 
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As  the  question  of  State  sovereignty  is  now  claimed  to  have 
been  the  issue  settled  by  the  late  civil  war,  and  in  consequence 
the  elective  franchise  in  States  must  be  under  the  control  of 
Federal  bayonets,  it  is  astonishing  that  the  Governor  and  Legis* 
lature  in  Vermont,  the  most  strongly  Republican  State  in  the 
Union,  should  have  been  so  forgetful  of  that  vital  party  issue  as 
to  unanimously  admit  that  States  are  still  sovereign  over  all 
their  territory.  It  is  astonishing  that  the  Republican  Legisla- 
ture of  New  York  should  unanimously  admit  the  same  fact 
And  it  is  astonishing  that,  while  a  Republican  President  was 
paralyzing  all  the  action  of  Congress  by  vetoing  every  act  in 
favor  of  the  sovereignty  of  States,  that  Congress  should  unani- 
mously have  afi&rmed  that  doctrine  of  Vermont  Had  that  act 
of  Vermont  required  the  signature  of  the  President  as  well  as  the 
affirmative  action  of  Congress,  to  have  been  consistent  he  must 
have  withheld  that  signature.  To  have  done  otherwise  he  must 
have  stultified  every  one  of  his  vetoes* 

This  action  of  Vermont  and  New  York  and  Congress,  then, 
settles  the  question,  and  States  do  possess  sovereignty  over  their 
territory.  This  being  admitted,  in  now  claiming  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  the  right,  with  Federal  bayonets,  to  interfere  with  the 
most  important  franchises  within  States,  and  has  obtained  that 
right  through  the  war,  is  a  most  humiliating  admission  that  the 
North  was  wrong  and  the  South  was  right  in  that  war,  and  that 
the  North  is  responsible  for  the  million  of  slaughtered  Ameri* 
cans  that  now  sleep  beneath  the  Southern  soil,  and  for  the  thou- 
sands of  millions  of  treasure  expended  in  that  war,  and  for  the 
thousands  of  millions  of  debt  existing  as  a  mortgage  upon  our 
lands  and  taxing  the  sweat  of  our  laborera  It  is  strange  now 
that  Republicans  should  put  themselves  in  a  position  to  make 
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this  humiliating  admission.  And  it  is  strange  also  that  thej 
should  find  partisans  in  their  attempt  to  provoke  another  civil 
war  by  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  a  questionable  President,  who 
is  again  raising  this  issue  with  Congress. 

While  the  war  was  raging  slavery  was  imputed  as  its  cause 
Should  that  still  be  insisted  upon,  whoever  was  originally  respon* 
sible  for  that  slavery  was  responsible  for  the  war.  That  Massa- 
<diusett8  has  to  take  that  responsibility,  and  that  rum  distilled  in 
Boston  was  its  main-spring  is  indisputably  true.  Scores  of  let* 
ters  from  Boston  merchants  and  rum-distillers  to  the  commanders 
of  their  slave-ships  are  still  in  existence,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  sample: — 

Boston,  January  14th,  1749. 
Captain  William  Ellery: — 

"  The  ship  Caesar  is  fully  loaded  and  equipped  for  sea.  My 
orders  are  to  you  that  you  embrace  the  most  favorable  opportu- 
nity of  wind  and  weather,  and  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
touching  first,  if  your  think  proper,  at  Senegal,  where,  if  you  find 
encouragement,  you  may  part  wiih  such  of  your  cargo  as  you  can 
sell  to  your  liking,  and  proceed  down  the  coast  to  such  ports 
and  places  as  you  judge  best  to  dispose  of  your  cargo  to  advan- 
tage, 80  as  to  purchase  a  cargo  of  two  hundred  slaves,  with  which 
ypu  are  to  proceed  to  South  Carolina,  unless  a  place  should  hap- 
pen, or  a  good  opportunity  of  coming  off  with  a  man-of-war  or 
some  vessel  of  force,  to  the  West  Indies.  In  that  case  I  should 
recommend  the  Island  of  St  Christopher,  being  handy  to  St 
Eustatius,  for  the  sale  of  your  slaves. 

"  Buy  no  girls  and  few  women,  but  buy  prime  boys  and  young 
men.  As  you  have  often  had  the  care  oi  slaves,  so  I  think  it 
needless  to  say  much  upon  that  head,  in  regard  to  keeping  them 
well  secured  and  a  constant  watch  over  them.  Your  cargo  ia 
good  and  well  assorted ;  your  rum  I  make  no  doubt  will  hold 
out  more  than  it  was  taken  for,  having  proved  some  to  hold  out 
more  than  the  gauge.  As  you  have  guns  and  men,  I  doubt  not 
you  will  make  good  use  of  them  if  required.  Bring  some  of  the 
slaves  this  way  if  not  too  late.  I  am,  with  wishing  you  health, 
success  and  happiness,  your  assured  friend, 

Timothy  Fitch." 
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The  following  extracts  from  United  States  reports  apon 
commerce  and  navigation,  show  how  those  ships  were 
freighted : — 


1840. 
1843. 
1844. 
1846. 
1847. 
1848. 
1849. 
1850. 
1861. 
1852. 
1853. 
1855. 
1857. 
1868. 
1869. 
1860. 
1861. 
1864 


1  QAtlOVn  BUM 

FOUHM  rOWDU 

HDSKm 

!  338,104 

715,299 

2,621 

245,567 

199,270 

2,169 

432,249 

497,651 

1,871 

412,879 

506,486 

1,028 

378,832 

860,201 

300 

843,697 

543 

878 

304,665 

547,329 

1,700 

412.618 

707,037 

500 

246,802 

663,699 

2,500 

295,234 

609,346 

675 

445,118 

961,635 

2,600 

645,929 

668,228 

3,881 

826,668 

868,564  j 

1,882 

872,625 

923,218 

6,628 

649,298 

908,289 

7,826 

860,553 

1,072,616 

4,424 

1,045,645 

987,822 

2,688 

694,253 

125,368 

.... 

In  1864  an  express  was  sent  to  the  ships  on  the  Afri- 
can coast  that  slavery  had  ceased  to  exist  in  the  United 
States.  The  rum  then  on  the  coast  was  sent  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  most  of  the  powder  was  put  in  store  in  Libe- 
ria A  market  for  slaves  was  then  opened  in  the  East 
Indies,  to  facilitate  which  Boston  rum  had  been  sent  to  the 
Eaftt  coast  of  Africa,  and  since  1865  near  a  million  of  gallons 
has  been  sent  there  from  Boston  annual^,  and  the  miseries 
that  for  centuries  had  been  inflicted  upon  the  people  on  the 
West  coast  of  Africa  was  opened  upon  them  of  the  East  Dr. 
Livingstone,  in  his  letter  to  James  Gordon  Bennet,  says :  "  I 
"  wish  to  say  a  little  about  the  slave-trade  in  Eastern  Africa.  I 
"  often  wish  I  could  forget  the  scenes  of  sorrow  I  have  witnessed 
"  there.  Many  have  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  evils  that  the  trad- 
"  ing  in  slaves  inflicts  on  its  victims.*' 

In  1873,  by  the  official  report  now  before  me,  Boston  sent  to 
that  Eastern  coast  of  Africa  876,911  gallons  of  rum  at  an  export 
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price  of  48  cents  per  galloD,  it  being  Republican  policy  to 
to  exempt  that  rum  from  the  internal  tax  of  70  cents  per  gallon 
imposed  upon  the  distillation  of  other  liquors.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered  that  Boston  rum  and  Lowell  shoddy  are  the  authors  of 
the  Bepublcan  party,  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  should  fed 
tfeep  sensibility  at  the  existence  of  slavery  in  this  countiy. 
They  have  obtained  a  gift  of  a  large  portion  of  the  pabUc 
domain,  particularly  that  adjoining  the  railroada  If  by  the  aid 
of  the  bayonet  they  can  get  control  of  the  next  Congress,  they 
will  expend  a  few  hundred  millions  in  transporting  negroes  to 
that  domain,  thereby  enhancing  its  value  and  creating  a  few 
negro  States,  whose  Senators  would  be  congenial  spirits  with  him 
who  has  pettifogged  so  famously  in  favor  of  Presidential  vetoea 
July  14th,  1879, 
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On  the  16th  of  May,  1879,  in  a  speech  in  the  United  States 
Senate,  Senator  Eaton  gave  the  names  of  over  fifty  Marshals  and 
Sapervisors  of  elections,  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  were  either  robbers,  burglars,  or  had  been  inmates 
of  peuitentiaries,  or  were  the  keepers  of  houses  of  ill-fama  There 
are  four  reasons  for  this  state  of  things.  One  is  that  an  honor- 
able man  would  reluctantly  take  an  appointment  to  office  at  the 
bands  of  a  President  who  had  not  been  elected  by  the  people. 
Another  is,  that  no  honest  man  would  consent  to  discharge  the 
duties  required  of  him  by  those  under  whose  influence  he  had 
obtained  the  appointment  And  a  third  is  stated  on  the  464th 
page  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislative  Bureau  of  Statistics  for  the 
year  1872,  where  it  says  that  "  there  never  was  a  time  when 
"  wickedness  and  crime  was  as  rampant  in  our  country  as  now, 
"  and  when  an  honest  man  in  office  was  a  great  rarity  amidst  sur- 
"  rounding  knavery."  And  a  fourth  reason  is,  that  for  three- 
fourths  of  a  decade  the  Government  has  been  under  the 
unchecked  control  of  a  party  nursed  into  existence  by  Boston 
rum  and  Lowell  shoddy. 

That  rum  had  acquired  its  ability  to  do  mischief  through  the 
wealth  acquired  in  the  African  slave-trade,  which  for  centuries 
it  had  been  the  main-spring,  and  it  had  been  inseparably  con- 
nected with  the  Massachusetts  fisheries.  Those  fisheries,  through 
Government  bounties,  drawbacks  and  exemptions  from  tariff 
taxation,  was  stimulated  into  a  production  of  many  millions  of 
dollars  beyond  the  requirements  of  any  domestic  or  foreign  con- 
sumption, except  for  sixty  thousand  hogsheads  annually  of  infe- 
rior West  India  molasses,  fit  only  for  distillation  into  Boston 
rum.  The  most  lucrative  disposition  of  that  rum  was  in  the 
42 
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African  slave-trade,  of  which  I  have  given  a  sample.  Its  pro- 
duction has  been  stimulated  by  drawbacks  upon  its  exportation 
and  its  exemption  from  the  internal  tax  imposed  upon  the  dis- 
tilliation  of  other  liquors. 

For  the  over  production  of  those  fisheries  every  national  facil- 
ity has  been  extended-  It  has  been  exempted  from  all  kinds  of 
national  taxation.  It  is  now  allowed  drawbacks  for  the  duties 
imposed  upon  eight  millions  of  bushels  of  salt  imported  annu- 
ally. For  ten  years,  under  the  miscalled  Canadian  reciprocity, 
it  was  allowed  Canadian  agricultural  productions  free  of  duty, 
and  was  allowed  to  navigate  and  fish  in  all  Canadian  waten. 
Since  the  expiration  of  that  arrangement  the  United  States  have 
paid  $5,500,000  for  the  indulgence  of  those  fisheries  in  Canadian 
waters.  And  the  following  is  a  sample  of  the  bounties  paid  to 
fishermen  and  upon  the  drawbacks  upon  the  exportation  of 
their  fisk  It  is  also  a  sample  of  the  drawbacks  upon  the 
exportation  of  the  rum  to  Africa  to  be  invested  in  the  slave- 
trade  : — 


TXAR 


1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797, 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1811 
1817 


BOtTNTIIS 

TO 
n8HltIUIEl(_ 

$  72.965 

93,768 

66,280 

76,889 

80,475 

94,684 

128,605 

87,853 

74,520 

104,447 

117,173 

145,986 

152,927 

162,191 

161,264 

142,911 

84,736 

119,919 


DRAWBACKS 

OK 

nSH  KXPOBTED 

DRAWBACKS 

ON 

RUMKXPORTID 

1 

1 
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BOUMTIIS 

TO 

riSHERMEK 


DRAWBACKS 

ON 

nSH  XXPORTKD 


DRAWBACU 

RUM  xzpoinib 


1818 
1819. 
1820. 
1821 
1822 
182S. 
1824. 
1825. 
1826 
1827. 
1828. 
1829. 
1830. 
1831. 
1882. 
1833. 
1834 
1836. 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 
1842. 
1843 
1844 
1845. 
1846. 


$148,915 
161,623 
197,834 
170,052 
149.997 
176,707 
208,924 
198,724 
215,859 
206,185 
239,145 
261,069 
197,642 
200,428 
219,745 
245,182 
218,218 
223,784 
213,091 
250,181 
314,149 
319,858 
331,629 
355,140 
235,613 
169,932 
249,074 
289.840 
274,942 


$11,107 

10,158 

10,938 

10,162 

10,560 

13,640 

■  8,879 

9,026 

9,007 

9,073 

13,466 

14,392 

13,284 

10,852 

9,536 

6,731 

7,360 

6,474 

4,743 

4.953 

4,760 

6,629 

3,315 

6,663 

4,174 

3,513 


80 
80 
50 
80 
60 
40 
20 
23 
69 
10 
20 
00 
43 
21 


$36,970  61 
8,189  25 
8,517  60 
8,258  60 
1,952  82 
6,661  03 
11,168  28 
14,712  64 


1,036  92 
1,290  91 
3,110  00 
2,960  06 
11,973  15 
80 ;  14,484  28 
80;  3,010  84 
42'  4,663  52 
30 !  8,589  68 
50  16,507  36 
90 
40 
30 
05 
60 
20 
20 


26.233  88 
40,684  42 
31,066  89 
12,699  70 
26,032  52 
21,740  28 
9,707  73 


The  population  of  New  York  is  nearly  equal  to  that  of  Prus- 
sia before  the  partition  of  Poland.  Its  commerce  exceeds  that 
of  all  nations  except  England.  If  the  revenues  of  that  com- 
merce should  pass  into  the  State  Treasury  that  State  would 
possess  all  the  elments  of  a  great  and  powerful  nation.  But 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Union  that  revenue  is  enjoyed  by  all 
the  States  in  common,  and  a  portion  is  perverted  to  pay  boun- 
ties to  fishermen  and  drawbacks  on  fish  and  rum  ex}x>rted, 
and  other  questionable  Ma^ssachusetts  objects.  Even  the  Senator 
who  exhausted  all  the  wiles  of  the  pettifogger  in  defending 
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Presidential  vetoes  would  find  it  difficult  to  discover  any  benefit 
that  the  people  of  New  York  derived  from  all  these  sacrifices. 
But  if  the  object  of  those  vetoes  shall  be  allowed  to  prevail,  the 
Empire  State  will  be  treated  as  incompetent  to  control  its  own 
elections — that  most  important  of  its  franchises  to  be  exer- 
cised under  the  gleam  of  Federal  bayonets  in  the  bands  or 
under  the  control  of  the  meanest  of  mankind. 
July  17th,  1879. 
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In  common  with  the  rest  of  mankind  the  people  of  Africa 
have  suffered  from  Adam's  fall,  and  are  entitled  to  the  benefits 
of  the  atonement  From  their  docility  as  slaves,  and  from  their 
readiness  to  accept  the  Christian  religion,  and  from  the  impunity 
with  which  travelers  like  Dr.  Livingstone  have  gone  over  thou* 
sands  of  miles  of  their  territory  safely,  carrying  the  facilities  for 
paying  their  expenses,  strongly  indicate  that  no  other  uncivil- 
ized people  are  so  well  qualified  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  that 
atonement  which  so  deeply  concerns  their  well  being  here  and 
their  future  eternal  happiness ;  and  it  is  the  highest  duty  of  peo- 
ple enjoying  the  light  of  revelation  and  inspiration  to  carry  to 
them  the  knowledge  of  that  atonement  But  instead  of  this,  the 
people  of  Boston  have  for  centuries  sent  them  annually  thou- 
sands of  hogsheads  of  rum,  and  thousands  of  Belgian  muskets, 
and  tons  of  powder,  to  brutalize  the  people  on  the  coast,  and  to 
make  them  their  instruments  for  ranging  over  much  of  the  con- 
tinent and  slaughtering  millions  of  their  people,  and  leaving 
millions  of  children  to  perish  or  to  be  devoured  by  wild  beasts,  and 
carrying  away  other  millions  to  be  for  months  confined  in  irons 
in  their  ships  to  die  by  thousands  from  the  diseases  their  filth 
had  generated,  and  the  survivors  to  be  doomed  to  everlasting 
slavery.  Therefore  it  may  be  truly  said  that  next  to  Adam's  fall 
Boston  rum  has  wrought  the  greatest  evil  to  the  people  of 
Africa. 

When  philanthropic  gentlemen  had  expended  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  in  establishing  a  colony  in  Liberia  compris- 
ing forty  thousand  people,  with  vessels,  schools,  mills,  cultivated 
fields,  a  respectable  representative  Government,  and  Christian 
churches  comprising  thousands  of  members ;  when  the  wholo 
Christian  world  was  congratulating  themselves  that  the  founda- 
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tion  was  laid  for  diffusing  the  knowledge  of  the  atonement  over 
the  whole  continent  of  Africa,  the  party  warmed  into  existence  hy 
Boston  mm  having  the  control  of  our  Govern ment,  deprived  those 
philanthropic  men  of  the  control  of  that  colony,  and  sent  them 
thirty-nine  thousand  gallons  of  that  rum  in  a  single  year.  The  con- 
sequence has  been :  those  vessels,  schools,  mills,  churches  and  rep- 
resentative Government  have  all  disappeared.  Those  fertile 
fields  are  now  covered  by  a  wild  tropical  vegetation,  and  a  few 
starving,  drunken  vagabonds  now  are  substituted  in  the  place 
of  the  forty  thousand  intelligent  Christian  people.  Of  course 
nothing  but  the  fall  of  Adam  can  exceed  the  evil  that  Boston 
rum  has  inflicted  upon  the  colony  of  Liberia. 

In  common  with  the  rest  of  mankind,  the  original  inhabitants 
of  America  suffered  from  Adam's  fall,  and  are  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  the  atonement  With  their  rude  instruments  they 
cultivated  corn  and  potatoes,  then  unknown  to  the  rest  of  the 
world.  With  their  rude  canoes  they  supplied  themselves  on  the 
New  England  coast  with  an  abundance  of  fish,  and  with  their 
ingenious  bows  they  supplied  themselves  with  an  abundance  of 
gama  They  were  kind  and  hospitable  to  the  first  immigrants 
to  this  country,  but  those  immigrants  drove  them  into  indiscre- 
tions by  Boston  rum,  and  then  used  the  sword  to  punish  that 
indiscretion. 

That  rum  has  ever  since  been  made  to  overflow  the  bounds  of 
civilization,  followed  by  the  sword,  till  those  original  inhabitants 
are  about  to  drop  into  annihilation.  And  nothing  but  Adam*s 
fall  can  equal  the  evil  that  Boston  rum  has  inflicted  upon  that 
people.  For  three-fourths  of  a  century  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment was  proverbial  as  being  the  best  that  Heaven  ever  blest 
a  people  with.  Then  a  party,  based  upon  a  Boston  rum  corrup- 
tion fund,  got  control  of  that  Government  It  subsidized  the 
political  and  religious  press,  and  of  course  did  much  to  corrupt  the 
church  and  people.  It  paralyzed'  the  industry  of  the  country, 
driving  American  commerce  in  American  ships  from  the  ocean, 
and  making  industry  on  the  farm  a  matter  of  necessity  rather 
than  choice,  and  filling  our  prisons  with  criminals,  our  asylumns 
with  lunatics  and  our  streets  with  tramps,  burglars  and  vagabonds^ 
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and  haying  corrupted  our  ballot-box  so  as  to  make  it  disreputable 
to  hold  an  office,  and  making  it  proverbial  that  few  but  knaves  can 
be  found  occupying  those  offices,  and  having  waded  through 
scenes  of  slaughter  to  a  revolution  and  heaped  upon  the  people 
mountains  of  debt,  will  soon  have  shut  the  gates  of  mercy  on  that 
people  unless  there  is  enough  of  virtue  and  intelligence  left  to 
shake  off  that  rum  corruption  fund  influence  from  this  time 
henceforth  and  forever. 
July  25th,  1879. 
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BORN  IN  CORRUPTION. 


♦•» 


I  have  frequently  stated  that  the  Republican  party  was 
brought  into  existence  upon  a  corruption  fund  in  1856,  and  I 
now  proceed  to  the  proof.  On  the  22d  page  of  Horace  Greeley's 
political  text  book  it  will  be  seen  that  the  first  Bepublicaa 
National  Convention,  called  without  regard  to  past  political 
differences,  assembled  in  Philadelphia  on  the  17th  of  June,  1856, 
and  organized  a  party.  By  the  published  statements  of  Mr. 
Greeley's  "  Recollections  of  a  Busy  Life/'  and  also  that  of  Gil- 
bert J.  Green,  published  in  the  Columbia  Republican  July  3rd, 
1866,  it  appears  that  the  New  York  Tribune^  which  had  been  pub- 
lished for  fourteen  years  on  a  capital  of  $5,000,  was  then  purchased 
and  endowed  with  a  capital  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  Horace  Greeley  in  New  York,  and  George  Ripley  and 
William  Winters  in  Boston,  were  employed  as  editors,  Greeley's 
salary  to  be  ten  thousand  dollars  yearly.  By  Mr.  Greeley's  state- 
ment it  appears  that,  though  the  annual  income  was  nine  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  it  paid  no  profit  • 

In  1857  some  of  the  stockholders  in  the  Middlesex  Mills  Woolen 
Manufacturing  Company,  having  discovered  that  eighty-seven 
thousand  dollars  of  the  funds  of  that  company  had  been  expended 
for  corrupt  purposes,  got  Congress  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
ascertain  how  that  money  had  been  expended.  The  examina- 
tion commenced  on  the  28th  of  January,  1858.  Mr.  William 
M.  Stone,  a  member  of  the  firm,  stated  that  he  had  expended 
money  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  passage  of  the  tariff  act 
of  1857.  He  said  he  proposed  not  to  give  the  details  of  the 
expenditure  and  the  names  of  persons  who  received  the  money, 
as  it  might  harm  perfectly  innocent  individuals.  He  gave  to 
one  $3,000,  to  another  $1,500,  to  another  $1,000.  But  he  would 
prefer  not  to  state  specifically  to  whom  or  for  what  purpose  the 
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money  was  paid  He  finally  gave  the  name  of  L  N.  Reynolds, 
of  New  York,  and  also  D.  M.  Stone,  commercial  editor  of  the 
New  York  JourrwX  of  Commerce.  It  is  said  $33,000  of  the  fund 
went  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wolcott,  of  Boston,  and  $25,000  more 
to  some  one  else  in  his  absence.  He  said  he  did  not  know  the 
object  of  the  $83,000  in  Mr.  Wolcott's  hands,  but  he  suspected. 
He  said  he  preferred  not  to  know  anything  about  it,  not  know- 
ing what  he  might  find  out  He  was  afraid  that  it  might  be 
expended  in  a  way  not  to  be  approved.  He  said  he  received 
many  intimations  from  members  of  .Congress  and  others  that 
money  would  have  to  be  expended  in  order  to  procure  the  pas- 
Kige  of  the  tariff  bill,  and  he  said  preferred  not  to  know  how  the 
money  was  expended.  He  did  not  think  $1,000  a  very  large 
sum  to  be  paid  an  individual  for  consulting  him.  He  said  Mr. 
Mattison  told  him  that  $25,000  would  procure  25  votes  in  Con- 
gress for  the  tariff  bill.  He  said  General  James  Watson  Webb 
wrote  to  him  and  offered  to  influence  members  of  Conpjress  if 
the  expenses  were  paid,  and  communicated  Mr.  Webb's  propo- 
sition to  his  partners.  He  said  of  the  Middlesex  fund  $8,000 
was  paid  to  influence  printers,  and  a  little  short  gf  $80,000  was 
used  to  influence  Congress.  He  said  he  had  an  interview  with 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  in  order  to  get  a  favorable  committee 
appointed,  and  a  loan  was  made  the  Speaker  which  had  never 
been  paid  He  said  he  told  Mr.  Fay  that  he  purposely  avoided 
knowing  how  the  money  was  expended.  He  said  there  were 
other  parties  using  their  iufluence  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff 
beside  himself,  among  whom  were  A.  J.  W.  Edmonds,  of  Bos- 
ton, Samuel  Lawrence,  H.  N.  Slater,  of  Providence,  Mr.  Thomas, 
of  New  York,  Mr.  Brooder,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Lang,  of 
Maine.  He  said  he  Always  supposed  that  the  expenses  of  secur- 
ing the  passage  of  the  tariff  bill  would  be  divided  among  those 
interested 

The  foregoing  is  a  sample  of  the  examination  which  was  pub- 
lished in  five  columns  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce 
Junior  of  May  29th,  1858.  The  moral  principle  of  a  man 
employed  in  the  distribution  of  a  corruption  fund  can  not  be  of 
a  high  order.  He  was  doubtless  shrewd  and  cunning,  or  he 
43 
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would  not  have  been  thus  employei  As  the  law  would  not 
compel  him  to  criminate  himself,  the  testimony  he  gave  must 
have  been  mild  in  comparison  to  the  wickedness  of  the  transac- 
tion. Most  of  his  associates,  with  much  lai^er  funds  to  dis- 
tribute, were  not  or  could  not  be  examined.  One  refused  to 
answer  and  was  c6mmitted  for  contempt,  and  ultimately  dis- 
charged without  answering.  The  tariff  bill  thus  passed  was  ou^ 
rageously  wicked,  of  coarse,  but  was  nothing  so  in  comparison 
to  the  one  now  existing.  Permanent  prosperity  can  never  be 
restored  to  the  people  of  this  country  till  the  present  tariff  sh&U 
either  be  repealed  or  greatly  modified.  Such  repeal  or  modifi- 
cation will  be  sure  to  meet  the  veto  of  our  fraudulent  Executive 
who  professes  to  be  so  zealous  for  the  purity  of  elections,  and  is 
80  fearful  that  the  States  are  not  competent  to  exercise  sover- 
eignty over  their  civil  institutions  that  he  is  determined  to  have 
Federal  bayonets  used  for  that  purpose. 
,  July  81st,  1879. 
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The  hearts  of  Massachusetts  ]x)lilicians  have  bled  at  the  suffer- 
ings of  Africans  in  slavery  in  this  country,  and  in  their  estima- 
tion the  freedom  of  those  Africans  at  the  cost  of  a  million  of 
lives  and  ten  thousand  millions  of  treasure  was  a  cheap  pur- 
chase. And  they  would  not  hesitate  at  a  similar  sacrifice  in 
establishing  bayonet  rule  in  preventing  undue  influeocc  being 
exercised  over  those  Africans  in  their  use  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise. Yet  those  politicians  have  not  been  shocked  at  all  in  the 
annual  slaughter  of  a  hundred  thousand  innocent  Africans,  and 
the  carrying  annually  another  hundred  tltousand  into  perpetual 
slavery  after  exposing  them  to  all  the  horrors  of  the  middle-pas- 
sage, provided  in  the  operation  they  could  make  a  market  for  a 
few  thousand  hogsheads  of  Boston  mm. 

Those  politicians  think  the  Union  to  be  glorious  so  long  as  all 
•other  interests  are  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Massachusetts 
fisheries  and  to  facilitate  the  sale  of  their  ruin,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose that  Union  has  been  cheaply  preserved  at  the  sacrifice  of  a 
million  of  lives  and  ten  thousand  millions  of  treasure.  A  simi- 
lar sacrifice  of  life  and  treasure  would  be  of  small  account  with 
those  ix)liticians  could  they,  by  it,  secure  a  fifty  per  cenu  protec- 
tion to  the  annual  production  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  millions 
of  Massachusetts  manufactured  goods,  for  a  protective  duty  to 
that  amount  gives  those  manufacturei-s  such  a  glorious  opportu- 
nity of  protecting  American  industry.  To  show  how  this  pro- 
tection to  American  industry  has  been  exercised  in  the  past,  I 
will  cite  one  of  a  score  of  cases  published  by  the  Massachusetts 
Legislative  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor.  On  the  473rd  page 
of  the  report  of  1871,  it  reads : — 

"  A  clerji^yman,  long  resident  in  a  factory  town,  who  has  deTK)ted  a  great 
deal  of  tifne  and  careful  observation  for  twenty  years  to  the  study  of  these 
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two  subjects,  has  sent  to  the  Burcaa  his  experience,  from  which  We  1iaT0 
condensed  the  following  : — 

"  I  have  stood  where  I  could  see  the  rustling  throng  issue  from  the  mill 
as  the  bell  rang  and  the  gates  were  thrown  open,  and  what  I  saw  wer«  no 
longer  manly  men,  but  men  of  stooping  forms  and  hopeless  faces,  women 
dispirited,  slovenly  and  aimless,  and  children,  the  hope  of  the  country,  only 
such  forlorn  hope  as  those  whose  elasticity  is  early  gone,  whose  childish 
merriment  was  collapsed,  whose  eyes  were  dull  and  whose  cheeks  were 
palid — the  embryos  of  an  emasculated  childhood;  the  whole  crowd,  where 
once  were  seen  fine  specimens  of  manhood,  now  a  sorry  spectacle  of  over- 
tasked, exhausted  and  despondent  humanity,  veritable  mudsills  of  society* 
Such  is  now  the  sight  where  I  have  looked.  The  improvements  have  been 
of  machinery,  but  not  of  humanity.  They  have  benefitted  the  capitalistfl 
and  not  the  laborer. 

'•  The  operatives*  houses,  also,  which  have  fallen  under  my  observation 
and  of  which  I  have  read  loud  praises,  do  not  merit  the  commendation,  being 
ill-contrived,  cramped  for  room,  unventilated,  uncomfortable,  and  not  fit 
resting  places  for  persons  fatigued  by  long  hours  spent  on  exhausting 
machinery. 

**  They  seem  to  be  managed  with  almost  no  regard  for  the  comfort  or  the 
health  of  those  who  live  in  them,  and  whose  labor  is  measured  out  to  them 
by  steam  or  water  power  unremittingly,  day  after  day,  through  the  contin- 
uous years.  One  hardly  wonders  at  it  when  he  hears  instances  of  intentional 
hurt  to  some  limb  as  a  cheap  purchase  of  relaxation  from  work.  Humanity 
must  be  cheap  with  men  made  for  machinery,  and  not  machinery  for  men; 
where  such  a  system  is  fostered  and  cherished  at  the  expense  of  manhood, 
which  itself  should  be  the  very  noblest,  if  the  State  would  itself  preserve  its 
own  nobilily.  The  system  of  wages,  also,  which  mean  inadequate  compen* 
sation,  is  another  element  of  injustice  and  oppression.  Thousands  of  men 
and  women,  who  are  the  producers  of  wealth,  receive  of  that  wealth  the 
baldest  means  of  kee])ing  body  and  soul  together.  I  know  a  man  whose 
income  is  $500  a  day,  while  500  of  his  men  have  not,  at  the  expiration  of 
five  years,  been  able  all  together  to  save  $500. " 

In  contrast  with  the  foregoing  I  give  the  following  as  one  of  a 
score  of  examples  in  my  possession  : — 

**  We  know  that  in  England  none  of  this  protective  policy  prevails,  and 
though  monarchy  exists  in  name>  her  people  are  among  the  freest  of  the 
world. 

•*  Under  her  institutions  I  will  give  a  brief  history  of  Mr.  Titus  Salt,  who, 
Bome  45  years  ago,  as  a  woolen  manufacturer,  settled  upon  the  banks  of  the 
river  Ayr.  He  commenced  in  a  hired  mill  with  two  employes^  He  soon 
purchased  the  mill  and  enlarged  it,  and  in  24  years  his  mills  covered  nin« 
acres  of  ground,  giving  enii)loyment  to  4,000  operatives  who  have  pleasant, 
healthy,  cheerful  homes,  aini  churches  for  worship,  and  schools  for  instruct 
iion,  and  bath  houses,  and  clubs,  and  lyceums,  and  a  public  park,  and  eott- 
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• 
Tenient  ttiarket8>  and  shops  where  to  procare  substantial  and  nourishing 
provisions  at  a  reasonable  rate>  and  almshouses  for  the  sick.  Their  houses* 
768  in  number,  are  built  of  light-colored  stone,  pleasant  to  the  eye  and  hand- 
Bomely  ornamented,  the  greater  part  of  them  being  neat  cottages  with  little 
plots  of  grass  in  front,  and  gardens  behind,  surrounded  by  neat  iron  rail- 
ings and  supplied  with  aU  the  conveniences  of  modem  domestic  life.  They 
have  two  churches,  one  a  Wesleyan  Methodist,  costing  about  $27,000;  and  a 
Congregational,  which,  with  organ,  chime  of  bells,  etc.,  cost  about  $80,000. 
Th^  have  also  a  gymnasium  and  literary  institute,  a  public  library,  croquet 
grounds*  bowling  green,  alcoves,  etc.'* 

A  writer  in  Uarpers  Ma{fazme  for  May,  1872,  from  which 
the  foregoing  description  is  taken,  says  :  "A  more  cheery,  healthy, 
lasty  multitude  of  men,  women  and  children,  can  be  seen 
nowhere." 

As  one  more  example  of  the  contrast  between  Massachusetts 
manufacturers  and  those  of  England,  I  give  the  following  from 
the  407th  page  of  John  W.  Forney's  Anecdotes  of  Public 
men: — 

*^  I  wish  our  American  manufacturers,  whose  colossal  fortunes  are  the 
outgrowth  of  the  industry  of  their  workmen,  could  see  in  Halifax,  England, 
the  benefits  that  Sir  Francis  Crossby  bestowed  upon  the  laboring  classes. 
He  had  no  higher  ambition  than  to  promote  the  comfort  of  those  whose  toil 
had  made  him  opulant.  1  saw  the  thousands  dismissed  for  and  returning 
from  their  noon-day  meal,  and  can  never  forget  the  sight.  Everywhere  you 
remarked  evidences  of  the  wise  generosity  of  Sir  Francis  C^rossby.  Every- 
where you  saw  how  the  enormous  profits  are  shared  with  the  industrious 
and  deserving.  When  we  reflect  upon  the  income  of  many  of  our  American 
manufacturers,  we  cannot  repress  the  prayer  that  the  time  may  come,  and 
come  soon,  when  the  contrast  between  the  luxury  of  the  employer  and  the 
poverty  of  the  employed  in  this  country  may  not  be  as  startling  as  it  is  to- 
day." 

When  writing  the  foregoing  Mr.  Forney  was  a  prominent 
Republican  editor.  For  the  expression  of  those  honest  convic- 
tions he  has  lost  cast  in  the  party  and  dropped  into  oblivion, 
and  he  is  doubtless  now  conscious  that  his  prayer  will  never  be 
realized  unless  the  people  shall  put  Republicanism  under  their 
feet  He  has  now  an  opportunity  of  realizing  that  Republicans 
consider  his  prayers  as  a  species  of  communism  which  needs  to 
be  restrained  by  Federal  bayonets. 

August  7th,  1879. 
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A  PAMPERED   STATE. 


Proportionately,  the  State  of  Massachusetts  and  the  city  of 
Boston  have,  at  all  times,  been  vastly  more  wealthy  than  any 
other  of  the  States  or  cities  in  the  Union.  That  wealth  has  not 
accrued  from  agriculture,  for  it  never  was  an  agricultural  State. 
It  has  not  accrued  from  commerce,  for  before  the  day^  of  rail* 
roads  it  had  no  internal  commerce,  and  its  foreign  commerce  was 
confined  to  its  own  productions — the  fisheries,  Boston  rum,  and 
the  African  slave-trade.  Notwithstanding  those  productions 
and  that  traffic  made  that  State  and  city  rich  beyond  their  cotem- 
poraries,  they  had  the  address  to  procure  from  the  National 
Treasury  bounties  and  drawbacks  and  an  exemption  frofo  taxa* 
tion.  The  manufactured  production  in  that  State  now  exceed 
five  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars  a!nnually,  for  the  pro- 
duction of  which  they  have  had  the  address  of  procurinec  duties 
of  fifty  per  cent,  giving  to  them  a  bonus  at  the  expense  of  the 
people  of  the  other  States  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually,  or  equal  to  five  times  the  expenses  of 
the  whole  Government  under  Democratic  administrations.  They 
have  had  the  address  to  get  the  General  Government  to  expend 
over  ninety  millions  of  dollars  in  building  railroads,  which  will 
ultimately  result  in  a  gift  to  Massachusetts  capitalists  or  their 
partisans.  They  have  had  the  address  to  get  the  Government  to 
bestow  upon  those  railroads  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  the  public  land,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  square  miles  more  than  the  whole  United  States  con- 
tained when  the  Union  was  formed. 

Beginning  with  the  messages  of  President  Lincoln  and  con- 
tinued to  the  present  time,  it  has  been  their  j^olicy  to  colonize 
those  lands  at  the  expense  of  the  Government  with  four  millions 
of  negroes.     Under  the  Burlingame  treaty,  in  favor  of  which 
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our  fraudulent  President  has  lavished  one  of  his  vetoes,  four 
millions  of  Chinese  could  be  colonized  upon  those  landa  Pre- 
paratory to  that  state  of  things,  vast  numbers  of  sprightly  young 
Chinese  are  now  receiving  collegiate  and  military  educations  in 
the  New  England  schools.  Those  young  men  will  be  very 
serviceable  in  carrying  out  the  already  declared  policy  of  substi- 
luting  cheap  Chinese  labor  in  the  place  of  American  labor  in  all 
the  manufacturing  cities  and  villages,  and  in  all  other  industrial 
employments.  If  the  policy  of  establishing  bayonet  rule  in  this 
country,  for  which  our  fraudulent  President  has  lavished  others  of 
his  vetoes,  shall  ultimately  prevail,  those  sprightly  Chinese,  speak- 
ing both  American  and  Chinese  languages,  and  having  received 
both  collegiate  and  military  educations,  will  be  fine  leaders  of 
their  countrymen  in  enforcing  that  bayonet  rule,  and  with  the 
facilities  already  provided  a  few  more  hundred  thousand  Chinese 
could,  in  a  few  months,  be  added  to  those  already  hera  The 
elections  soon  to  occur  may  be  decisive  whether  such  is  not  to  be 
our  future  history,  for  they  will  be  premonitory  of  what  is  to 
occur  in  1880. 
August  lltb,  1879. 
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SOME  UGLY  TRUTHS 


■♦♦•< 


About  John  Sherman   and  his  Gang. 


For  an  act  which  has  cost  blood  and  tears  enough  to  float  a 
navy,  Massachusetts  politicians  devoted  sixteen  years  in  trying 
to  elect  Charles  Coats  worth  Pinckney  to  the  highest  offices  in 
the  United  Slates.  They  are  disjK)sed  to  be  equally  liberal  to 
all  who  will  prostitute  their  talents  in  trying  to  promote  the 
cherished  interests  of  the  people  of  that  State.  In  pursuance  of 
that  object  the  Eepublican  party  was  formed  in  1858.  Among 
the  leaders  of  that  party  was  Samuel  C.  Pomeroy.  Bom  in  New 
Hampshire  in  1816,  he  became  a  resident  of  Massachusett&  In 
1854  he  formed  the  New  England  Emigrant  Aid  Society,  and, 
associated  with  old  John  Brown,  he  moved  to  Eansas.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Convention  that  formed  the  Republican  party 
in  1856.  All  the  misery  to  mankind  that  has  been  produced  by 
the  act  of  Charles  Coatsworth  Pinckney  has  found  its  parallel  in 
the  Eqjigrant  Aid  Society  of  Samuel  C.  Pomeroy.  Bleeding 
Kansas  and  the  civil  war  are  among  its  fruits.  It  has  had  the 
address  to  procure  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars*  worth  of  rail- 
road at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  and  to  pix)cure  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  domain 
adjoining  those  railroads — a  gift  of  territory  vastly  larger  than 
that  of  the  whole  United  States  at  the  time  the  Union  was 
formed. 

To  enhance  the  value  of  those  lands  it  is  Republican  policy 
to  colonize  millions  of  negroes  and  Chinese  upon  them  at  the 
expense  of  the  Government  into  whose  hands  the  bayonet  is  to 
be  placed,  in  order  to  enable  the  Government  to  usurp  the 
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reserved  rights  of  the  States.  For  this  important  service  Samuel 
G.  Pomeroy  would  now  have  been  the  most  formidable  candidate 
for  the  Presidency  had  he  not  carried  his  Republicanism  so  far 
as  to  fall  under  a  cloud.  In  1861  he  was  elected  to  the  Uoited 
States  Senata  In  1867  he  was  again  a  candidate  for  that  office. 
A  member  of  the  Legislature,  in  depositing  a  vote  for  him,  deposit- 
ed also  a  few  thousand  dollars  upon  the  Speaker's  table,  which 
he  announced  to  be  the  consideration  for  his  vota  This  circum- 
stance  adjourned  Mr.  Pomeroy*s  further  advancement  in  public 
life  until  Bepublicans  shall  have  obtained  the  undisputed  bayo- 
net rule  at  which  they  are  aspiring. 

Schuyler  Colfax  would  have  been  the  next  prominent  candi- 
date for  Massachusetts  and  Bepublican  favor.  Like  Pomeroy, 
be  was  remarkable  for  both  political  sagacity  and  piety.  But  a 
little  incident  quite  as  interesting  as  that  of  Mr.  Pomeroy  has 
adjourned  his  advancement  till  the  establishment  of  bayonet 
rule. 

James  A.  Garfield  has  strongly  marked  Republican  character- 
istics, but  an  incompatibility  between  his  religious  zeal  and 
Credit  Mobilier  and  other  antecedents  are  very  embarrassing  to 
his  advancement 

Bo8a)e  Conkling's  chivalry  and  sophistry  in  behalf  of  bayonet 
rule  is  hardly  sufficient  to  place  him  in  the  front  rank  for  Mas- 
sachusetts favor. 

James  G.  Blaine,  in  seeking  Southern  favor,  has  told  plain 
truths  in  respect  to  Massachusetts  treason  in  the  war  of  1812  ; 
but  he  doubtless  has  got  Massachusetts*  permission  to  play  the 
double  game — to  hybridise,  and  in  the  double  capacity  of  rum- 
distiller  and  scallawag,  he  is  admirably  qualified  for  a  second 
position  in  a  Bepublican  administration. 

But,  after  all,  the  most  prominent  among  Bepublican  poli- 
ticians seeking  Massachusetts  favor  is  John  Sherman,  the  pres- 
ent United  States  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  is  a  merit  that 
he  does  not  boast  the  remarkable  piety  of  Pomeroy,  Colfax  and 
Garfield.  On  the  contrary,  if  report  be  true,  his  sentences 
are  not  unfrequently  characterized  by  a  heartily-expressed 
expletive. 
44 
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It  is  unfortunate  that,  like  Grant  and  Garfield,  John  Sherman 
does  not  depend  upon  military  fame  for  his  notoriety.  It  is  to 
his  credit  that  he  does  not,  like  James  G.  Blaine,  seek  at  the 
same  time  the  good  offices  of  the  shoddyite  and  carpet-bagger — 
the  rum-distiller  and  the  scallawag.  But  it  must  be  said  of  him 
that,  while  stalwart  and  conservative  Bepublican  knaves  were 
playing  into  each  other's  hands,  he  played  on  both  sides.  And 
be  played  on  both  sides  of  the  silver  bill  which  stripped  the 
mask  off  and  showed  that  the  two  thousand  millions  of  Govern- 
ment liabilities  did  not  belong  to  foreign  creditors,  but  to  Massa- 
chusetts plunderers  of  the  National  Treasury.  He  does,  how- 
ever, claim  the  merit  of  having  restored  specie  payments.  As 
the  silver  bill  was  a  means  used  for  that  purpose,  and  as  Presi- 
dent Hayes  did  not  veto  that  bill,  and  as  John  Sherman  was  a 
member  of  Hayes*  Cabinet,  bis  claims  as  to  the  restoration  of 
specie  payments  is  somewhat  plausible.  But  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  at  the  passage  of  that  bill  Mr.  Hayes  had  not  played 
out  his  conservative  game,  and  was  not  in  consequence  prepared 
to  put  on  the  stalwart  mantle. 

It  does  not  militate  against  the  popularity  of  John  Sherman 
with  Massachusetts  politicians  that  in  a  short  visit  to  his  brother's 
camp  during  the  civil  war  he  exhibited  some  of  the  characteris- 
tics of  General  Butler  in  disregarding  the  tears  of  women 
and  children  in  respect  to  the  appropriation  of  personal  property. 

The  crowning  merit  of  John  Sherman  consists  in  his  associa- 
tions with  Thadeus  Stevens  as  the  author  of  the  reconstruction 
policy — the  conversion  of  sovereign  States  into  a  consolidated 
despotism — the  substituting  for  the  tree  of  Liberty  a  pyrimid  of 
bayonets— or  substituting  for  th^t  tree  the  deadly  upa&  Its 
roots  were  planted  by  Charles  Coats  worth  Pinckney,  consisting 
of  piracy,  murder  and  national  disgrace.  Its  growth  has  been  nursed 
by  Samuel  C.  Pomeroy's  Emigrant  Aid  Society,  and  its  maturity 
will  be  perfected  when  John  Sherman's  reconstruction  policy, 
through  the  aid  of  a  corrupted  ballot-box  and  bayonets  in  the 
hands  of  vagabonds,  negroes  and  Chinese,  shall  have  become  the 
undisputed  policy  of  the  nation,  and  he  will  be  deserving  the 
highest  honors  the  Republican  party  can  bestow. 

August  18th,  1879. 
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.LEE   AND  LONGSTREET. 


It  may  be  doubted  whether  General  Longstreet  was  not  too 
gallant  an  officer  aod  too  much  of  a  gentleman  to  make  to  a 
reporter  the  expressions  imputed  to  him.  He  could  have  truly 
said  that  the  military  antecedents  of  Joseph  E.  Johnston  were  of 
the  highest  order,  and  that  his  qualifications  as  a  gentleman  were 
nnsurpassed.  In  a  letter  written  me  some  two  years  since  from 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  the  writer,  who  had  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  General  Johnston,  stated  that  his  gentlemanly  deportment 
exceeded  anything  seen  at  the  North.  Even  if  it  were  true, 
General  Longstreet  is  too  much  of  a  gentleman  to  say  to  a 
reporter  that  the  military  ability  of  Joseph  E.  Johnston  exceeded 
that  of  Robert  R  Lee,  Albert  Sidney  Johnson,  Stonewall  Jack- 
son and  other  gallant  generals  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  It 
would  not  have  been  very  complimentary  to  General  Grant  to 
have  said  so  ;  for  it  is  history  that  the  military  ability  of  General 
Grant  paled  into  insignificance  when  compared  with  that  of 
Sobert  £.  Lee. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1864,  General  Grant,  with  an  army  of  two 
hundred  thousand  men,  expressed  a  determination  to  march  to 
Richmond  by  way  of  Fredericks  burgh  if  it  took  all  summer  to 
do  it  But  he  failed  to  do  sa  General  Lee,  with  only  sixty 
thousand  men,  repulsed  every  attempt  that  General  Grant  made 
to  advance,  and  after  losing  nearly  half  of  his  army  General 
Grant  was  compelled  to  call  for  reinforcements,  and  then  to  take 
the  route  by  the  James  river.  On  that  route  General  Lee,  with 
less  than  one-fourth  of  the  numbers  of  General  Grant,  and  hav- 
ing a  line  of  nearly  thirty  miles  in  extent  to  defend,  held  him  in 
check  for  nearly  a  year,  and  only  failed  to  do  so  when,  on  the 
dth  of  June,  1865,  his  communications  had  been  cut  off  at  the 
South  by  General  Sherman  and  at  the  West  by  General  Sheri- 
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dan.    If,  then,  General  Lee  was  only  a  second-rate  general,  Gen- 
eral Grant  must  have  been  a  very  small  one. 

General  Longstreet  had  no  opportunity  of  testing  personally 
General  McClellan's  military  capacity,  and  he  is  too  much  of  a  gen- 
tleman to  have  given  to  a  reporter  an  opinion  in  respect  to  it  In 
consequence  of  his  Democratic  proclivities,  General  McClellan 
was  divested  of  his  command  in  1862,  and  it  was  given  to  Gen- 
eral Pope,  who  was  defeated  at  Manalsas  with  the  loss  of  thirty 
thousand  men,  thirty  thousand  stands  of  arms,  and  thirty  pieces 
of  cannon.  The  Confederate  army  having  invaded  Maryland, ' 
the  Government,  in  its  extremity,  again  called  General  McClel- 
lan to  the  command,  who,  with  General  Pope's  demond-  • 
ized  army,  after  a  two  day's  fight  compelled  General  Lee  to 
retreat  into  Virginia.  With  this  showing  it  may  be  said  that 
this  fabrication  in  respect  to  Genecal  Longstreet  is  characteristic 
of  the  Republican  subsidized  press  and  of  Republicanism  gene- 
rally. 

August  18th,  1879. 
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SHERMAN'S  POLICY. 


Outgrowth  of  Boston  Rum  and  Slavery. 


If  the  reconstractioQ  policy  of  John  Sherman  shall  become 
the  law  of  the  land,  even  a  disrespectful  word  in  respect  to  the 
negro  members  of  the  late  Beturning  Board  would  consign  the 
speaker  t9  a  prison,  his  family  to  poverty,  and  the  fruits  of  a 
life  of  industry  would  be  confiscated.  Should  his  State  or  its 
Courts  attempt  to  interpose,  it  would  involve  another  million  o^ 
lives  and  ten  thousand  millions  of  treasure.  And  the  United 
States  Courts  would  consist  of  men  who  would  not  hesitate  to 
reverse  Chief  Justice  Cbace's  decision  in  respect  to  legal  tender, 
or  to  make  a  President  of  a  man  who  had  not  been  elected  by  the 
peopla  In  fact,  he  would  fkid  every  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, State  and  National,  in  the  hands  of  men  who  were  the 
fruits  of  a  corrupted  ballot-box,  which,  as  a  farce,  had  been 
allowed  to  exist  only  under  the  control  of  Federal  bayonets. 
When  our  Government  shall  have  passed  into  such  hands  under 
that  reconstruction  policy,  there  will  be  no  restraint  or  limita- 
tion to  plunder,  for  in  the  days  of  our  Bepublic  men  have  had 
the  address  to  plunder  the  people  of  millions  annually  under 
bounties,  drawbacks  and  protective  laws. 

It  would  be  in  vain  for  our  own  people  to  look  for  the  exer- 
cise of  humanity  from  men  who,  merely  to  make  sale  of  Boston 
rum,  hav!B  for  centuries  slaughtered  millions  of  inoffensive  peo^ 
pie,  consigning  their  children  to  perish  for  food  or  be  devoured 
by  wild  beasts,  and  have  captured  other  millions  to  die  amid  the 
horrors  of  the  middle-passage,  or  to  be  consigned  to  everlasting 
slavery.    The  chains  of  that  reconstruction  policy  are  not  quiie 
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riveted  upon  us.  We  have  yet  the  elections  of  1879  and  1880 
through  which  we  may  be  saved.  Now  at  those  elections  let 
men  look  at  their  wives  and  children  before  they  become  the 
distributors  or  the  recipients  of  a  corruption  fund.  For  if  they 
become  the  instruments  for  the  establishment  of  that  reconstruc- 
tion policy  to-day,  thoy  and  their  children  may  become  its  vic- 
tims to-morrow.  Let  them  think  that  for  thfs  writing  I  may  be 
bearding  the  lion  in  his  den,  and  though  standing  upon  the 
brink  of  the  grave,  I  may  yet  live  to  be  the  victim  of  that 
reconstruction  policy  as  a  return  for  the  warning  I  am  now 
giving. 

As  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  has  been  the  sprout  from  ava- 
rice, that  root  of  all  evil,  which  was  so  early  found  planted  in 
Massachusetts  soil,  its  varied  fruit  has  produced  all  the  evils 
which  have  afflicted  our  nation.  That  slavery  and  the  slave- 
trade  flourished  under  the  protection  of  the  Crown  from  1639  to 
;yr76.  Tho^  mercenary  Kings,  who  sold  to  the  people  of  this 
country  the  franohiscs  under  which  they  flourished  and  became 
a  great,  good  and  prosperous  people,  sold  also  to  Massachusetts 
rum  manufacturers  a  monopoly  of  the  slave-trade,  and  even 
secured  to  them  that  monopoly  by  treaties  with  other  nations, 
and,  as  we  have  seen,  threatened  Virginia  for  having  attempted 
to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way.  We  have  already  taken  a  hasty 
glance  at  some  of  the  consequences  of  that  trade ;  the  horrors 
of  the  middle-passage,  where  shackled  negroes,  crowded  into  the 
hold  of  ships,  generated  the  most  deadly  fevers,  of  which  a  sixth 
at  least  of  their  numbers  died ;  the  selling  of '  parents  in  a 
Southern  climate,  while  their  children,  torn  from  them  forever, 
were  carried  to  Massachusetts  till  grown  to  a  more  marketable 
age,  they  were  again  transferred  to  a  Southern  market  and  their 
treatment  generally  more  inhuman  than  the  treatment  of  bogs 
and  cattla 

But  Dr.  Livingstone  has  opened  to  us  a  still  more  horrid  pic- 
ture of  that  trade.  He  has  traveled  thousands  of  miles  among 
the  people  of  Eastern  Africa,  and  he  finds  them  among  the  mild- 
est and  kindest  of  barbarians.  While  he  tells  us  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Western  Africa  are  dangerous  and  barbarous,  made  so  by 
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rum  and  their  associations  with  civilization,  he  tells  ns  that 

slaves  were  obtained  by  supplying  the  chieftains  on  the  coast 

with  ram  and  guns  and  powder,  with  which  they  surged  upon 

the  harmless  people  of  the  interior,  killing  vastly  more  than 

they  captured  for  the  slave  market     Notwithstanding  these 

consequences,  the  people  of  Massachusetts  having  a  monopoly, 

and  their  rum  being  the  main-spring,  prosecuted  vigorously  and 

openly  that  trade,  and,  as  a  sample,  I  give  the  following  extract 

from  their  history : — 

Boston,  September  4th,  1761. 

Captain  Peter  Gwinne: — 

Sir : — You  having  the  command  of  my  brig  Phillis^  by  our  order 
are  to  embrace  the  first  good  wind  and  proceed  to  tne  coast  of 
Africa,  touching  first  at  Senegal,  and  there  dispose  of  such  of 
your  cargo  as  you  can  to  advantage,  for  cash  or  prime  slaves, 
and  then  proceed  down  the  coast  to  such  places  as  you  may 
judge  the  most  likely  to  dispose  of  your  cargo  and  load  with 
slavea  As  you  will  be  very  early  upon  the  coast,  you  are  not 
to  take  any  children,  and  especially  girls  if  you  can  avoid  it  by 
any  means,  and  as  few  women  as  possible,  and  them  likely,  but 
as  many  prime  boys  as  you  choose  from  fourteen  to  twenty 
years  of  age.  Take  no  slave  on  board  that  has  the  least  defect 
or  is  sickly.  As  you  will  be  early  upon  the  coast,  and  have 
choice  and  well  assorted  and  good  cargo,  I  make  no  doubt  you 
will  be  able  to  pick  your  slaves.  I  had  rather  you  would  be 
two  months  longer  on  the  coast  than  to  bring  off  such  a  cargo 
as  your  last,  which  was  very  small  and  the  meanest  cargo  I  ever 
had  come.  You  have  half  as  much  jjgain  cargo  as  you  had  the 
List  voyage,  and,  by  a  moderate  calculation,  enough  to  purchase 
140  or  150  slaves.  What  money  you  get  at  Senegal  you  may 
keep  till  you  see  if  you  have  occasion  to  part  with  it  for  slaves. 
To  reward,  should  you  be  so  fortunate  as  to  pair  in  at  a  good 
time,  so  as  to  stow  quick  and  be  ready  to  come  off  by  the  begin- 
ning of  February,  at  which  time  I  think  it  is  too  early  to  go  to 
South  Carolina ;  in  that  case  you  may  go  to  Monte  Christo,  and 
there  dispose  of  your  slaves,  and  purchase  you  a  complete  load 
of  the  best  white  sugar.  If,  by  accident,  you  should  be  delayed 
till  June  upon  the  coast,  1  think  in  that  case  you  had  better 
come  directly  home  to  Boston.  Your  privilege  is  four  slaves, 
your  wages  £3  10s  per  month,  and  your  commission  four  per 
cent  I  am,  with  wishing  you  a  good  voyage  and  safe  return, 
your  friend  and  owner,  Timothy  Fitch. 
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On  the  jM-evious  voyage,  Mr.  Fitch  gave  the  following  instrac- 

tions  to  Mr.  Gwinne  : — 

Boston,  March,  1761. 

Captain  Peter  Gwinne: — 

This  encloses  a  copy  of  a  contract  I  made  with  Mr.  Perejrs- 
ton,  who  came  here  from  New  York  to  contract  for  a  number  of 
slaves  to  be  delivered  at  Havana,  where  you  are  to  proceed  from 
the  coast  and  deliver  the  slaves  to  the  contractors  there,  for 
which  they  are  to  pay  you  for  each  slave  in  milled  dollars  as  fol- 
lows :  for  every  slave,  male  or  female,  from  four  feet  four  inches  and 
upwards,  £26  10s  sterling.  Boys  and  girls  under  four  feet  six 
inches  down  to  four  feet,  £21  sterling,  and  from  three  feet  nine 
inches  to  four  feet,  £17  sterling,  the  milled  dollars  to  be  paid 
you  in  twenty-one  days  after  delivery. 

If  you  have  any  old,  gray,  superannuated  men  and  women, 
keep  them  close  shaved,  head  and  face,  every  day,  and  well  oiled 
up,  and  make  all  your  slaves  look  as  well  as  possible  before 

foing  on  shore.  W  rite  by  all  opportunities,  and  mind,  as  I  said, 
efore  you  go  into  Havana,  to  shave  clean  and  oil  them  and 
wash  them  up,  that  they  may  show  to  the  best  advantage.  Make 
dispatch,  and  should  this  scheme  turn  out  well,  you  shall  have 
the  new  ship  next  trip  the  same  way.  I  wish  you  success,  and 
tfm  your  friend  and  owner,  Timothy  Fitch. 

Other  letters  were  written  by  Mr.  Fitch  to  Mr.  Gwinne  previ- 
ous to  the  voyages  for  slaves  in  1765,  and  again  in  1769,  in 
one  of  which  Mr.  Gwinne  is  instructed  to  make  false  state- 
ments. 

This  enterprising  captain,  whose  vessel  had  so  often  crossed 
the  Atlantic  freighted  with  human  beings  torn  from  their 
homes  and  sold  into  slavery,  contemplated  death  like  a  Christ- 
ian. As  he  was  about  to  leave  Boston  on  another  cruise  to  buy, 
steal,  starve,  oil,  measure  and  sell  men  and  women  and 
children,  this  was  the  introduction  to  the  will  be  made  in 
1763  :— 

"  In  the  name  of  God,  amen  ;  I,  Peter  Gwinne,  of  Boston,  in 
the  county  of  SuflFolk  and  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
New  England,  mariner,  bound  on  a  voyage  to  sea,  but  of  sound 
mind  and  memory,  do  make  and  ordain  this  writing  to  be  my 
last  will  and  testament.  First  and  principally,  I  commend  my 
soul  into  the  hands  of  Almighty  God,  relying  on  the  merits  of 
my  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  for  obtaining  the  remission  of  all  my 
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sins  and  eternal  lifa  My  body  I  commit  to  the  earth,  or  sea,  as 
it  shall  please  God  to  order,  and  as  to  my  temporal  estate,  I 
bequeath,  &c.,  &c" 

I  have  another  letter  before  me  written  from  Boston,  August 
80th,  1762,  by  W.  F.  &  Co.,  to  a  Southern  merchant,  stating 
that  they  had  a  ship  for  the  Guinea  trade,  which  would  carry  one 
hundred  and  thirty  slaves,  and  would  be  complete  in  about  fif- 
teen days.*  The  captain^s  name  was  Gcrshom  Spear,  and  the 
ship  s  name  Dilwell,  named  after  an  African  coast  chiel 

Colonel  Eoyall  was  the  prince  of  Massachusetts  slave  traders, 
and  the  place  of  his  slave-pen  can  still  be  identified,  and  the 
Eev.  George  "Whitfield  frequently  made  his  home  with  Colonel 
BoyalL  He  was  the  founder  of  the  Eoyall  Professorship  of  Law 
in  Ilarvard  Collage. 

The  war  closed  in  1784,  and  the  following  letter,  dated  Boston, 
November  12th,  1785,  is  copied  from  G.  F.  Moore's  History  of 
Slavery  in  Massachusetts,  page  66th  : — 

"  Sir: — Oar  Brig  Favourite^  of  which  you  have  the  command, 
being  cleared  at  the  office  and  being  in  every  other  respect  com- 
plete for  sea,  our  orders  arc  that  you  embrace  the  first  fair  wind 
and  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  the  coast  of  Africa  and  there 
invest  your  cargo  in  slaves.  As  slaves,  like  other  articles  when 
brought  to  market  generally  a])pear  to  the  best  advantage,  there- 
fore too  critical  an  inspection  can  not  be  paid  to  them  before 
purchase,  to* see  that  no  dangerous  distemper  is  lurking  about 
them  ;  to  attend  particularly  to  their  age,  to  their  countenance, 
to  the  straightness  of  their  limbs,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the 
goodness  or  badness  of  their  constitution,  &c.,  &c.,  will  be  very 
considerable  objects. 

"  Male  or  female  slaves,  whether  full  grown  or  not,  we  cannot 
particularly  instruct  you  about,  and  on  this  head  shall  only 
observe  that  pritiie  male  slaves  geneniUy  sell  best  in  market. 
No  people  require  more  kind  or  tender  treatment  to  exhilerate 
their  spirits  than  the  Africans,  and  while  on  the  one  hand  you 
are  attentive  to  this,  remember  that  on  the  other  hand  too  much 
circumspection  cannot  be  observed  by  yourself  and  people  to 
prevent  their  taking  advantage  of  such  treatment  by  insurrec- 
tion, &c.  When  you  consider  that  on  the  health  of  your  slaves 
almost  your  whole  voyage  dei)cnds,  for  all  other  risks  but  mor- 
tality, seizures  and  bad  debts  the  underwriters  are  accountable 
for,  you  will  therefore  particularly  attend  to  smoking  your  ves- 
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8el,  washing  her  with  vinegar,  to  the  clarifying  your  water  with 
lime  or  brimstone,  and  to  the  cleanliness  among  your  own  peo- 
ple as  well  as  among  the  slaves.     As  the  factors  on  the  coast 
Lave  no  laws  but  of  their  own  making,  and,  of  coarse,  such  as 
suit  their  own  convenience,  they,  therefore,  like  the  Israelites  of 
old,  do  whatsoever  is  right  in  tneir  owd  eyes,  in  consequence  of 
which  you  ought  to  be  very  carefiil  about  receiving  gold-dust  and 
of   putting  your  cargo    into  any    but    the    b^t    bands,   or, 
if    it    can    oe  avoided    and    the    same  dispatch    made,   into 
any  hands  at  all  on  any  credit      If  you  find  any  saving  can  be 
made  by  bartering  rum  for  slops  and  supplying  your  people  with 
small  stores,  you  will  do  it ;  or  even  if  you  cannot  do  it  without 
a  loss,  it  is  better  done  than  left  undone,  for  shifts  of  clothes,  par 
ticularly  in  warm  climates,  are  very  necessary.    As  our  interest 
will  be  considerable,  and  as  we  shall  take  insurance  thereon,  if 
any  accident  should  prevent  your  following  the  trade   here 
pomted  out,  let  it  be  your  first  object   to  protest,    publicly,  why 
and  for  what  reason  you  were  obliged  to  deviate.     You  are  to 
have  four  slaves  upon  every  hundred,  and  four  at  the  place  of 
sale,  the  privilege  of  eight  hogsheads  and  two  pounds  eight  shiU 
lings  per  month ;  these  are  all  the  compensation  you  are  to 
expect  for  the  voyage.     Your  first  mate  is  to  have  four  hogs^ 
heads  privilege  and  your  second  mate  two,  and  wages  as  per 
agreement     No  slaves  are  to  be  selected  out  as  privileged  ones,, 
but  must  rise  or  fall  with  the  general  sales  of  the  cargo,  and 
average  accordingly.     We  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  by 
every  opportunity  to  Europe,  the  W  est  Indies  or  any  of  these 
United  States,  and  let  your  letters  particularly  inform  us  what 
you  have  done,  what  you  are  then  doing  and  what  you  expect 
to  do.    We  could  wish  to  have  as  particular  information  as  can 
be  obtained  respecting  the  trade  in  all  its  branches  on  the  coast, 
to  know  if  at  any  future  time  it  is  probable  a  load  of  New 
England  rum  could  be  sold  for  bills  of  exchange  on  London  or 
any  part  of  Europe,  or  for  gold-dust,  and  what  dispatch  in  this 
case  might  be  made.     You  will  be  careful  to  get  this  informa- 
tion fi'om  gentlemen  of  veracity,  and  know  of  tnem  if  any  other 
articles  would  answer  from  this  quarter.     We  should  be  glad  to 
enter  into  a  contract,  if  the  terms  would  answer,  with  any  good 
factor  for  rum,  &a      If  any  such  would  write  us  upon  the  sub- 

i'ect  and  enclose  a  memorandum  with  the  price  annexed,  such 
otters  and  memorandum  shall  be  duly  attended  to.  We  are  io 
want  of  about  five  hundred  weight  of  camwood,  and  one  large 
elephant's  tooth  of  about  eighty  pounds  which  you  will  obtain. 
If  male  teeth  can  be  bought  from  fifteen  to  thirty  pounds,  so  as 
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%D  sell  them  here  without  a  loss  at  three  shillings,  you  may  pur- 
vhsae  two  hundred  pounds.  Should  you  meet  with  any  curios- 
ities on  the  coast  of  a  small  value,  you  may  expend  forty  or  fifty 
gallons  of  the  rum  for  them.  Upon  your  return  you  will  touch  at 
St  Pierre's,  Maitinico,  and  call  on  Mr.  John  Morean  for  your 
further  advice  and  destination.  We  submit  the  conauct' 
ing  of  the  voyage  to  your  good  judgment  and  prudent  man- 
agement, not  doubting  of  your  best  endeavors  to  serve  our  inter- 
est in  all  cases,  ana  conclude  with  committing  you  to  the 
Almighty  Disposer  of  all  events.  We  wish  you  health  and 
prosperity,  and  are  your  friends  and  owners." 

Three  years  after  the  date  of  the  foregoing  lettec,  the  Boston 
rum  manufacturers  and  slave  merchants  had  the  address  to  get 
a  clause  inserted  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  under 
which  they  were  protected  in  their  trafic  till  1808. 

August  21st,  1879. 
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REPUBLICAN  BRIBERY. 


I  have  said  and  now  repeat  that  the  people  of  this  country  will 
never  enjoy  permanent  prosperity  till  our  Government  shall  be 
restored  to  its  first  principles  and  confined  to  its  commercial  and 
diplomatic  prerogatives,  and  the  States  be  left  to  exercise  sover^ 
eignty  over  all  their  civil  and  industrial  interesta  I  have  said 
and  now  repeat  that  knaves  and  a  corrupted  ballot-box  would 
oppose  this  restoration.  Knaves  will  not  only  use  a  huge  cor- 
ruption fund,  but  will  use  the  same  means  that  the  devil  did 
when  he  took  the  Saviour  up  into  high  places.  A  few  cases 
have  recently  come  to  my  knowledge  where  Democrats  were 
offered,  that  if  they  would  fall  down  and  worship  the  Republi* 
can  Moloch,  they  should  have  an  office.  These  offers  are  doubt* 
less  so  numerous  that  dupes  might  find  a  hundred  years  a  long 
time  before  their  turn  would  come.  Or  if  he  should  sooner 
find  himself  hooked  or  entrapped  by  seizing  upon  the  alluring 
bait^  he  would  find  himself  fallen  forever  in  his  own  and  public 
estimation,  and 

**  In  vain  witli  tears  Lis  fall  he  might  de{)lore—  • 

In  vain  look  back  to  what  he  was  before.'' 

It  has  ever  been  the  policy  of  ambitious  knaves  to  aggrandize 
the  few  at  the  expense  of  the  many,  and  that  spirit  has  recently 
been  strongly  developed  throughout  much  of  Europe  and  Amer- 
ica, and  has  deluged  both  continents  in  blood.  Bismarck,  the 
prince  among  talented  knaves,  declares  the  best  Government  to 
consist  of  a  King  and  his  army,  and  the  terrible  oppression 
under  that  system  has  aroused  a  popular  opposition  which  they 
are  pleased  to  call  Communism  and  Nihilism.  And  in  this 
country  an  opposition  to  bayonet  rule  they  are  pleased  to  call  a 
solid  South. 
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The  annual  export  and  import  business  of  the  United  States 
exceed  in  the  gross  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars.  To  aggrand- 
ize the  few  at  the  expense  of  the  many,  a  duty  of  fifty  per  cent 
is  imposed  upon  those  imports,  and  the  wickedest  discrimina- 
tion is  made  in  the  imposition  of  those  duties.  This  policy  on 
BO  large  amounts  of  commerce  has  deranged  and  prostrated  the 
industry  on  both  contine^nts.  For  the  relief  of  that  prostrated 
industry  in  Europe,  the  following  is  published  in  one  of  the 
New  York  papers  of  this  month :  "  Fortunately  for  many  of 
"  those  people  in  Europe,  permanent  relief  will  ultimately  be 
"  found  in  emigrating  to  our  own  open  shores."  While  to  pun- 
ish the  prostrated  and  complaining  industry  in  this  country, 
Republicans  are  calling  for  the  Chinese,  and  are  seeking  to  sub- 
sidize a  steamboat  line  for  that  pui*})ose,  and  are  educating  cer- 
tain of  their  young  men  to  be  their  leaders,  and  their  fraudulent 
President  is  liberally  using  the  veto  in  order  to  put  the  bayonet 
into  the  hands  of  those  Chinese  and  negroes,  millions  of  whom 
they  will  have  established  as  tenants  on  their  two  hundred  and 
ninety-five  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  domain  with  which 
the  favored  few  under  Republican  policy  have  been  aggrand- 
ized. • 

This  Republican  policy  will  be  rivited  upon  us  unless  the 
honest  intelligence  of  the  country  shall  unite  against  it  at  the 
coming  elections ;  and  every  man  should  be  branded  as  infa- 
mous who  should  be  a  distributor  or  a  recipient  of  their  corrup- 
tion fund. 

August  25th,  1879. 
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GOVERNMENT  FAVOR. 


Though  fisheries  have  made  Dations  ricli,  and  those  of  Massa^ 
'chusetts  are  the  best  in  the  world,  yet  in  consequence  of  the 
extreme  poverty  of  those  engaged  in  them,  through  bounties^ 
■drawbacks  and  exemption  from  taxation,  thqy  have  ever  enjoyed 
Government  favor;  and  the  Government  has  recently  paid  five 
millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  consequence  of  those 
poor  fishermen  having  trespassed  upon  the  waters  of  their 
neighbora 

Their  poor  rum-distillers  have  also  enjoyed  the  same  Govern* 
ment  favor,  notwithstanding  they  have  caused  the  slaughter  of 
millions  of  harmless  Africans,  and  carried  millions  into  slavery^ 
and  wrung  the  hearts  of  millions  of  African  mothers  who 
remembered  that  their  (^spring  were  left  near  the  ashes  of  their 
habitations  to  i)erish  with  liungejor  be  devoured  by  wild  beast& 
For  those  poor  rum-distillers  a  special  law  was  passed  to  enable 
them  to  commit  piracy  with  impunity,  and  to  sail  with  cai^goes 
of  slaves  under  tlie  guns  of  the  war  ships  of  nations. 

The  report  upon  commerce  and  navigation  shows  that  those 

poor  rum-distillers  arc  now  sending  annually  nearly  a  million  of 

gallons  of  that  untaxed  rum  to  be  used  in  the  slave-trade  in 

Eastern  Africa,  and  in  consequence  of  which  the  Plymouth 

(Mass.)  Free  Press  of  August  19th  instf  published  the  fol* 

lowing  : — 

"  Captain  Walkce  Burgess  sailed  on  Thursday  in  the  bark 
&a  Gull  for  the  coiist  of  Africa.  The  vessel  is  owned  by  Ma^ 
thew  Bartlett,  of  Boston.  We  trust  Captain  Burgess  will  not 
bring  home  on  this  voyage  a  sample  of  African  fevers  as  he  did 
on  his  last." 

Those  poor  rum-distillers,  through  an  exemption  from  taxa^ 
tion,  arc  enabled  to  monopolize  the  fur-trade  with  the  Indians, 
and  by  chemical  opemtions  to  imitate  all  other  ki^ds  of  liquorsi 
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and  thereby  supply  the  people  of  the  country  with  some  ten 
millions  annually  of  that  rum.  In  consequence  of  their  suffer- 
ings those  poor  fishermen  and  rum-distillers  took  part  with  the 
enemy  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  after  the  la^isc  of  over  half  a 
century  a  Republican  Congress  gave  them  near  a  million  of 
dollars  for  their  expenses  in  behalf  of  the  enemies  of  the 
country. 

The  poor  Massachusetts  manufacturers,  producing  only  five 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  products  annually,  are  made  special 
objects  of  Government  favor,  which,  under  a  tariff  of  fifty  per 
cent,  bestows  upon  them,  partly  incidental  and  partly  protec- 
tive, a  bonus  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars 
annually.  The  poverty  and  piety  of  Schuyler  Colfax  falsified 
the  Oakes  Ames  record,  and  proved  conclusively  that  he  had 
Dot  been  a  participant  in  the  fifty  millious  of  dollars  Credit 
Mobelier  steal,  and  it  must  have  been  a  wicked  burglar  that 
deprived  him  of  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  Govern- 
ment bonds. 

The  poverty  of  our  noble  Senator,  Roscoe  Conkling,  shows 
conclusively  that  he  has  not  stolen  from  the  National  Treasury^ 
for  Mrs.  Sprague  says  he  is  unable  to  jmy  for  his  horse  keeping 
in  Washington. 

And  finally,  the  poverty  of  that  Returning  Board,  which  has 
bestowed  upon  the  country  a  fraudulent  President,  is  proof  that 
ihey  did  not  receive  the  million  of  dollars  in  advance  that  they 
demanded  for  their  ser\'^ica  But  if  they  will  be  patient  till  John 
Sherman's  reconstruction  bayonet  policy  shall  be  established, 
they  will  receive  that  bonus  with  interest.  Or  should  the 
honest  intelligence  of  the  people  prevent  the  immediate  estab- 
lishment of  that  John  Sherman  policy,  some  politiciil  turn  of  the 
wheel  in  the  coarse  of  half  a  century  may  bestow  upon  them  or 
their  posterity  that  fund  in  the  same  way  that  a  Republican 
Congress  paid  the  poor  Massachusetts  fishermen  and  rum-distil- 
lers for  their  treason  in  the  war  of  1812. 

August  28th,  1879. 
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FRUITS  OF  REPUBLICANISM. 


At  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  in  1856,  the  IHbune^ 
with  its  endowment  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  was  to 
give  the  pitch  to  the  music  of  the  whole  subsidized  political  and 
religious  press.  The  New  York  Times  was  selected  to  play 
second  fiddle,  and,  in  order  to  gain  public  confidence,  was  to 
play  only  the  more  gentlemanly  tunes ;  and,  like  Blaine  in  the 
Senate,  was  tolerated  in  telling  some  ugly  truths  in  respect  to 
party  operations.  In  its  issue  of  August  11th,  1879,  it  has  given 
a  history  of  the  origin  and  growth  of  the  party,  the  facts  in 
which,  stripped  of  their  embellishments,  may  be  turned  to  good 
account  in  rescuing  our  Government  from  impending  ruin.  It 
states  that  the  Republican  party  had  its  birth  in  the  West 
and  had  but  a  single  idea,  so  that  the  corrupt  materials  of  all 
other  parties  could  become  members  by  the  adoption  of  that 
single  idea.  It  was  barely  distinguishable  from  Abolitionism, 
which  is  defined  in  this  way :  Abolitionists  were  unqualifiedly 
hostile  to  the  Union  under  the  Constitution,  whereas  the  father 
of  the  Republican  party  was  willing  that  the  Union  under  the . 
Constitution  might  be  allowed  to  exist,  provided  it  could  be 
made  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  New  England  Emigrant 
Aid  Society.  The  father  of  the  party  was  Samuel  C.  Pomeroy, 
assisted  by  old  John  Brown.  They  emigrated  to  the  West 
where  the  party  was  conceived  in  1854  and  born  in  1856.  After 
having  been  nursed  on  blood  and  tears,  it  has  grown  to  most 
gigantic  proportions,  having  absorbed  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  domain.  Republicans,  in 
consequence,  have  grown  passionately  fond  of  the  Union  and  its 
preservation.  They  are  willing  to  adopt  it  as  a  second  idea, 
provided  bayonet  rule  can  be  established  to  secure  to  them  their 
acquisition. 
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In  pursuit  of  the  success  of  their  idea,  John  Brown  got  hung, 
and  why  Samuel  C.  Pomeroj  was  not  sent  to  the  penitentitary 
is  a  subject  for  further  consideration.  The  Emigrant  Aid 
Society  having  obtained  all  the  land  contiguous  to  the  railroads, 
emigrants  can  not  obtain  title  by  possession  and  occupancy  of 
those  lands,  unless  they  go  forty  miles  back  from  those  railroads. 
And  for  the  lands  contiguous  to  the  road,  the  emigrant  must 
pay  to  the  company  ten  times  more  than  the  price  fixed  by  the 
Government 

Instead  of  the  revenues  from  those  lands  going  into  the 
National  Treasury  to  aid  in  the  payment  of  the  mountain  of 
national  debt,  they  go  to  that  Aid  Society  for  a  fund  to  corrupt 
the  ballot-box.  Negroes  and  Chinese,  who,  at  the  expense  of 
the  Government,  may  be  colonized  on  those  lands  instead  of 
becoming  citizens  of  the  United  States,  may  become  the  tenants 
and  dependants  of  the  Aid  Society  who,  under  bayonet  rule, 
may  be  used  to  rob  the  whole  people  of  their  liberties. 

The  heavens  must  have  looked  very  dark  to  Republicans 
when  they  saw  that  if  the  people  were  allowed  to  enjoy  the 
traits  of  their  suflFrages  in  1876,  that  Emigrant  Aid  Society  would 
have  to  be  called  to  accountability,  and,  in  consequence,  with 
the  sword  yet  in  their  hands,  they  used  the  fraudulent  means 
of  retaining  it  through  the  action  of  a  negro-constituted  Return- 
ing Board.  Frightened  by  the  action  of  the  people  in  1876, 
Bepublicans  will  expend  countless  millions  of  their  ill-gotten 
gains  in  corrupting  the  ballot-box  in  future  elections,  and  every 
man  will  deserve  to  be  a  slave  for  life  who  will  consent  to  be  a 
roceipient  or  distributer  of  their  corruption  fund.  That  Emi- 
grant Aid  Society  own  all  that  is  desirable  of  the  public  domain. 
Its  creatures  own  thousands  of  millions  of  the  debts  due  from 
the  State  and  national  Governments,  and  from  corporations  and 
individuals  Through  their  tariff  laws  they  control  the  markets 
for  agricultural  productions,  and  now,  if  Republican  policy  is 
allowed  to  continue  under  bayonet  rule,  every  farmer  who  is  in 
debt  will  at  no  distant  day  become  a  tenant  to  the  creatures  of 
that  Emigrant  Aid  Society. 

August  29th^  1879. 
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POLITICAL  REFORM  AGAIN, 


Reply  to  George  P.  Philip. 


I  extract  the  following  from  Mr.  George  P.  Philip's  note  pub- 
lished in  the  Register  of  the  25th  of  August :  "  In  regard  ta 
"  the  gentleman  to  whom  you  refer  in  your  comments  on  my 
"communication. who  oflFered  to  furnish  me  with  the  names  of 
"  vote  buyers,  the  facts  are  that  I  applied  to  hinr  at  his  home 
"  for  the  names  and  evidence  and  he  declined  to  give  them  to 


me. 


In  that  statement  Mr.  Philip  made  a  very  grave  mistake,  and 
I  will  endeavor  to  refresh  his  memory  after  I  have  made  some 
suggestions  upon  the  subject  that  the  whole  community  can 
profit  by.  It  is  a  conceded  fact  that  to  buy  or  sell  a  vote  is  a 
crime  meaner  than  that  of  the  chicken  thief  and  yet  greater  than 
that  of  murder,  for  it  concerns  the  nation's  life.  The  Columbia 
Repvblican  of  November  21st,  1871,  says :  "  The  corruption  of 
"  the  ballot-box  is  the  crying  evil  of  the  age,  and  fraught  with 
"  more  fatal  consequences  than  robbery.  And  a  thorough  reform 
"  can  never  be  accomplished  until  the  people  again  learn  to 
"  abhor  the  crime  against  the  ballot-box  as  they  did  a  generation 
"  ago,  when  it  was  as  rare  as  murder,  and  the  man  suspected  of 
**  it  was  as  much  despised  and  watched  as  a  pickpocket" 

That  purity  of  the  ballot-box  existed  after  three-fourths  of  a 
century  of  Democratic  ascendency.  It  existed  under  moral 
influences  and  without  any  aid  from  civil  power.  It  wielded 
neither  sword  or  sceptre.  Then  the  Republican  party  sprung 
into  existence  as  I  have  already  suggested.  Its  agents  carried 
its  huge  corruption  fund  from  the  ballot-box  to  the  Presidential 
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chair,  so  that  in  one  short  decade  corruption  engulfed  every 
part  of  our  Government,  and,  in  the  language  of  the  Massacbu- 
ietts  Bureau,  wickedness  and  crime  was  rampant  everywhere, 
and  it  was  rare  that  an  honest  man  could  be  found  in  office.  In 
Ibis  state  of  things  Mr.  Greorge  P.  Philip  proposed  as  the  remedy 
the  Bepublican  policy  of  force,  and  he  got  laws  passed  for  that 
purpose,  both  legislative  and  fundamental,  and  he  became 
appointed  President  of  an  Association  for  the  enforcement  of 
those  laws.  After  a  three  years'  experiment  in  attempting  to 
enforce  those  laws,  he  gave  it  up  in  disgust,  and,  as  he  said  in 
bis  recent  note  tx>  the  Register,  he  considered  the  society  as 
dead. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  Mr.  Philip,  as  President  of  that 
Association,  had  as  constituents  young,  vigorous  and  determined 
men  from  all  parts  of  the  county,  whose  watchfulness  could  not 
£ail  to  detect  the  crimes  committed  against  the  ballot-box,  and, 
if  necessary,  like  the  Kansas  legislator,  to  employ  men  to  take 
the  bribe  and  then  expose  the  briber.  But  with  all  these  facili- 
ties Mr.  Philip  had  given  up  the  matter  as  hopeless  until  he 
received  a  promise  of  assistance  from  an  old  man  outside  of  his 
Association,  and  who  was  standing  on  the  brink  of  the  grave  ; 
and  who  never  attended  political  meetings  nor  even  elections 
except  to  deposit  his  vote.  For  reasons  which  will  appear  here- 
after that  old  man  did  not  give  him  the  expected  information, 
and  he  again  gave  up  the  Association  as  dead,  and,  like  our 
fraudulent  President,  has  doubtless  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  people  of  New  York  are  not  competent  to  control  their  civil, 
industrial  and  political  interests,  and  require  the  aid  of  Federal 
bayonets  for  that  purpose.  The  old  man,  who  promises!  aid  to 
Mr.  Philip,  was  soon  informed,  to  his  disgust,  that  Mr.  Philip, 
as  President  of  that  Association,  had  procured  the  passage  of  a 
law  of  limitations  exonerating  men  from  the  penalty  of  the  crime 
against  the  ballot-box  at  a  very  short  period  after  it  had  been 
committed.  He  was  also  informed  that  the  law  punishing  crime 
against  the  ballot-box  was  not  applioable  to  the  whole,  and  that 
portion  of  the  ballot-box  that  was  exempt  from  the  penality  was 
the  most  important  so  far  as  its  purity  was  concerned,  for  rea- 
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sons  whicli  will  hereafter  appear.    Mr.  Philip  told  the  old  man 
that  he  had  failed  to  get  the  law  of  limitations  passed,  and  there* 
fore  cases  of  crime  within  his  knowledge  were  liable  to  its  pen* 
alties,  and  he  learned  through  him  and  others  that  there  were 
eight  of  those  cases  with  unmistakable  proof.     The  question  was 
whether  to  prosecute  those  cases  at  the  next  term  of  the  courti 
or  to  wait  till  after  the  November  election  and  see  whether  the 
agitation  of  the  subject  had  not  already  produced  the  desired 
reform. 

The  cases  that  the  old  man  was  able  to  present  he  learned  io 
his  mortification  did  not  occur  at  the  elections  which  were  under 
the  provisions  of  the  criminal  law,  and  of  course  he  did  not  pre- 
sent them  to  Mr.  Philip.  It  was  also  understood  at  that  inter* 
view  that  it  required  but  few  cases  to  effect  the  desired  remedy. 
It  was  no  excuse  that  some  of  those  cases  had  failed  to  get 
action  by  the  Grand  Jury,  for  when  the  proof  was  conclusive 
they  were  just  as  open  to  the  action  of  a  second  Grand  Jury, 
and  in  some  respects  more  so. 

The  good  faith  of  Mr.  Philip  may  be  somewhat  questioned  in 
this  case.  Why  did  he  travel  out  of  the  way  to  use  the  Kepub- 
lican  cant  that  Democrats  were  just  as  corrupt  as  Republicans, 
when  in  his  long  experience  he  knew  that  the  ballot-box  was 
kept  pure  for  three-fourths  of  a  century  under  Democratic  ascend- 
ency, and  became  overwhelmingly  corrupt  in  a  decade  of  Repub- 
lican ascendency  ?  Why  did  he  go  out  of  the  way  to  heap  lau- 
,dations  upon  John  A.  Andrew,  when  it  is  a  mercy  to  allow 
oblivion  to  cover  his  name?  Why  did  he  cast  imputations 
upon  William  L.  Marcy,  who,  during  a  long  official  life,  had 
stood  among  our  best  and  purest  statesmen  ?  Why,  in  getting 
a  law  passed  to  punish  crime  against  the  ballot-box,  did  he  have 
the  most  important  part  of  that  box  exempt  from  its  penalty? 
Why,  while  considering  the  enormity  of  the  crime,  did  he  try 
to  get  the  criminals  exempted  from  punishment  in  a  shorter 
period  than  ever  before  existed  in  our  statute  books  ?  Why  did 
he  not  present  the  cases  sijjmitted  to  his  care  as  President  of 
the  Association  by  his  personal  oath  to  the  foreman  of  the 
Grand  Jury,  or  by  his  affidavit  to  the  District  Attorney,  who 
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ought  not  to  take  action  without  such  oath  or  affidavit?  He 
must  have  known  that  Grand  Jurors  were  appointed  by  Super- 
visors, who  were  elected  through  a  ballot-box  which  was 
exempted  from  the  penalties  of  his  statute  and  fundamental 
law,  and  would  therefore  be  acceptable  to  a  Government  officer, 
who  would  eat  with  some  and  drink  with  some,  and  with  some 
wouM  pay  visits  to  houses  of  ill-fame.  In  view  of  all  these  cir- 
cumstances there  will  be  a  strong  impression  that  if  he  had  been 
jealously  in  favor  of  purifying  the  ballot-box,  he  would  have 
acted  more  efficiently. 

There  will  be  an  impression  that  he  is  in  favor  of  the  policy 
which  will  ever  make  the  few  enormously  rich  and  the  many 
abjectly  poor.  There  will  be  an  impression  that  be  has  made  a 
feeble  and  pretended  effort  to  purify  the  ballot-box,  that  his  fail- 
are  may  form  an  excuse  for  establishing  bayonet  rule  over  tho 
States  in  the  whole  country. 

September  Ist,  1879. 
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THE  REPUBLICAN  PARTY. 


Its  History  and  Antecedents. 


-♦-♦'•► 


The  history  of  the  Republican  party,  as  published  in  the  New 
York  Times  of  the  11th  of  August,  1879,  teaches  how  bad  men 
with  a  single  idea  can  unite  the  most  discordant  materiala  in 
producing  infinite  mischief.  Samuel  C.  Pomeroy's  Emigrant 
Aid  Society  was  the  great  idea  of  which  that  party  was  con- 
ceived and  born.  That  idea  united  the  Slave-Trader  with  the  Abo- 
litionist— the  Know  Nothing  with  the  Immigrant — the  Christ- 
ian with  the  Infidel,  and  the  worst  elements  of  the  Whig  and 
Democratic  parties.  The*se  factions  united,  produced  bleeding 
Kansas  and  the  civil  war  with  all  their  direful  consequences. 
In  return  for  such  results  that  party  procured  for  that  society 
the  gift  of  over  two  thousand  miles  of  railroad,  and  two  hundred 
and  ninety-five  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  domain  contigu- 
ous to  those  railroads. 

If  that  party  can  get  the  ascendency  at  the  elections  in  1880, 
they  will  use  the  public  funds  in  colonizing  those  lands  with  ten 
millions  of  negroes  and  Chinese — not  as  freeholders,  but  as  the 
tenants  of  the  Emigrant  Aid  Society.  Under  bayonet  rule  those 
tenants  can  be  made  very  efficient  instruments  in  conferring  upon 
the  Aid  Society  and  the  Republican  party  absolute  control  in 
making  the  few  enormously  rich  and  the  many  abjectly  poor. 
Two-thirds  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  farmers,  and 
they  are  made  to  be  the  great  suffcrera  by  Republican  policy. 
The  same  lands  are  not  now  worth  in  the  market  one-half  of 
what  they  were  in  1860 ;  and  the  productions  of  those  lands, 
which,  in  18G0,  exceeded  all  others  by  thousands  of  millions  of 
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dollars  annually,  are  now  only  half  those  of  the  manufacturers. 
And  the  taxes  now  imposed  upon  those  lands  are  five-fold  greater 
than  they  were  in  1860. 

To  show  the  effect  that  Republican  policy  since  1860  has,had 
upon  agriculture,  I  will  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislative  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor  for  the  years  1871  and 
1872.  On  the  24th  page  of  the  report  for  the  year  1872  it  reads  : 
"  The  cash  value  of  farms  in  Massachusetts  decreased  between 
"  the  years  1860  and  1870  six  millions  eight  hundred  thousand 
"  dollars."  On  the  26th  page  it  reads  :  **  Manufacturers  make 
"  the  prices  of  farm  laborers."  On  the  27th  page  it  reads  that : 
"  A  correspondent  from  Bristol  county  saj's  that  there  are  not 
"  ten  farmers  in  the  town  that  get  their  living  off  their  farms 
"  alone."  A  correspondent  from  Middlesex  county  says  :  "  Not 
"  a  man  in  town  gets  a  living  for  his  family  by  exclusively  cul- 
"tivating*  the  land."  Another  correspondent  from  the  same 
county  says  :  "  But  few  farmers  are  making  more  than  a  living 
"  at  their  business,  and  are  often  obliged  to  work  at  mechanical 
"  work  in  the  winter  in  order  to  pay  taxes."  Another  says 
that :  "  There  is  a  growing  disposition  to  sell  to  those  who  have 
"other  resources  than  the  farm  for  their  support"  A  corres- 
pondent from  Worcester  county  says :  "  Our  farmers  are  driven 
"off  by  high  taxes.  He  first  sells  off  his  wood  and  tim- 
"ber,  and  then  his  farm  to  some  Irishman  on  a  long  credit" 
Another  from  the  same  county  says:  "As  for  raising  farm 
"products  at  a  profit,  it  is  impossible.  All  the  boasting  in 
"newspapers  about  the  profits  of  farming  is  gammon."  A 
correspondent  from  Barnstable  eount}^  says:  "  The  best  farms 
"in  the  county  could  not  be  leased  for  enough  to  pay 
"  taxes  and  interest,  and  keep  uj)  the  fences  and  fertil- 
"  ity  of  the  soil."  The  members  of  the  Bureau  then  say :  "  It 
"  is  the  great  advance  in  the  rate  of  taxation  that  is  the  element 
"  of  the  discouragement  of  the  farmers."  On  the  162d  page  of 
the  report  for  1871  it  reads :  "  There  is  less  and  less  interest 
"  taken  by  the  farmers  in  their  employment  They  consider 
"  their  life  and  lot  a  hard  one,  and  they  feel  restive  under  the 
"  burden  of  taxation."    Another  correspondent  says :  "  As  an 
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"occupation,  farming  has  not  held  its  relative  position  with 
"  other  piirsuits.  Farmers  now,  alas,  have  sunk  in  public  esti- 
mation below  the  tradesman  and  mechanic"  A  correspondent 
from  Berkshire  county  said  :  **  What  is  needed  to  improve  the 
"  farming  interest  is  cheaper  labor,"  and  he  twice  repeats :  "  let 
"  the  Asiatics  come."  Of  course  that  is  the  Kepublicao  and 
Emigrant  Aid  Society  remedy.  This  state  of  the  farming  inter 
est  in  Massachusetts  is  in  the  midst  of  that  institution  that 
Bepublicans  have  built  up  at  public  expense  in  order,  as  they 
have  boasted,  to  promote  the  industry  of  the  country  and  an 
now  seeking  to  use  bayonets  to  perpetuate  Previous  to  1860 
farms  were  worth  twice  their  present  prices.  Purchasers  could 
run  in  debt  for  half  the  consideration  and  pay  that  debt  from 
the  avails  of  the  farm.  Farm  laborers  always  found  employ- 
ment, and  farm  productions,  though  vastly  exceeding  that  of  all 
other  industrial  interests,  always  found  a  market  If,  at  the 
elections  of  1879  and  1880,  the  farmers  would  unite  in  sustaiih 
ing  one  single  idea,  however  they  may  differ  in  all  other  respects, 
they  will  restore  their  former  prosperity.  I  would  pledge  my 
life  on  it  I  would  pledge  a  thousand  lives  if  I  had  them,  and 
power  to  prolong  them  a  thousand  yeara  That  one  idea  con- 
sists in  restoring  to  the  States  and  Territories  sovereignty  over 
all  their  civil  and  industrial  interests,  and  restricting  the  General 
Government  to  its  commercial  and  diplomatic  prerogativea 
Every  candidate  for  office  should  be  pledged  to  the  support  of 
this  one  idea.  That  idea  was  the  great  aim  and  object  of  the 
Union  under  the  Constitution,  and  was  reaffirmed  in  the  compro- 
mise of  1850,  in  which  all  the  greatest  and  best  men  of  the 
nation  and  of  all  parties  were  united.  It  was  its  union  in  favor 
of  the  idea  that  caused  the  historian  of  the  Republican  party  in 
the  Times  to  intimate  that  the  Whig  party  had  ceased  to  exist 
Let  that  idea  be  restored,  and  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  the  peo- 
ple, admonished  by  the  terrible  experience  of  the  past,  will  ever 
abandon  it  It  will  stop  forever  the  policy  of  bounties,  draw- 
backs and  protective  tariffs,  and  in  consequence  all  incentivea 
to  disunion  and  civil  war.  It  will  carry  with  it  the  repeal  of  the 
piratical  law  of  1793.     It  will  stop  forever  the  corrupt  policy  of 
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internal  improvements  by  the  General  Government  It  will 
involve  the  necessity  of  having  corporations  pay  the  Govern- 
ment the  ninety  millions  of  dollars  expended  for  railroads. 
And  it  will  restore  to  the  Government  all  the  unsold  portion  of 
the  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  millions  of  acres  of  the  public 
domain,  for  the  Government  had  no  constitutional  power  to 
make  such  gift  Under  that  idea  the  Government  will  never 
again  undertake  to  decide  who  shall  occupy  the  public  lands. 
For  within  organized  Territories,  as  in  States,  it  would  have  no 
jurisdiction  to  do  so.  And  in  unorganized  Territories  has  no 
other  jurisdiction  over  the  people  than  it  has  on  the  ocean.  This 
policy  would  deny  to  the  General  Government  all  right  to 
impose  taxes  except  to  pay  its  legitimate  debts  and  all  necessary 
accruing  expenses.  Let  the  farmers  then  unite  to  restore  this 
idea,  and  intelligent,  honest  men  of  all  parties  will  be  their 
associates.  And  knaves,  with  a  huge  corruption  fund,  will  be 
their  only  opponents. 
September  Srd,  1879. 
47 
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STATE  AND  NATION. 
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The  imposition  of  a  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound  upon 
imported  teas  was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution. The  gross  amount  of  that  duty  did  not  exceed  $30,000 
annually,  so  that  the  actual  cause  of  the  war  was  the  principle 
that  the  imposition  of  that  duty  involved.  It  was  the  entering 
wedge  of  a  policy  for  taxing  the  people  of  America  for  the  ben- 
efit of  those  of  England,  and  it  was  the  introduction  of  a  policy 
of  Government  interference  with  the  vested  sovereign  rights  of 
the  States  over  their  industrial  and  domestic  interests.  To 
guard  against  similar  encroachments  upon  the  rights  of  States 
by  a  newly-formed  Government,  the  first  provision  in  the 
articles  of  the  Confederation  was  to  reserve  to  the  States  their 
sovereignty,  and  the  only  provision  in  the  Constitution  allowing 
the  Government  to  interfere  with  individual  interests  withm 
States  was  to  secure  for  a  limited  time  exclusive  privileges  to 
authors  and  inventors.  But  with  all  the  cunning  with  which 
the  serpent  stole  into  Paradise,  encroachments  have  been  made 
upon  the  reserved  rights  of  States  till  a  usurper,  with  the  bayo- 
net in  hand,  is  denying  those  rights  altogether. 

By  bounties  and  drawbacks  the  people  of  all  the  States  have 
long  been  taxed  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  annually  for  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  Massachusetts  fishermen.  And  by  draw- 
backs the  people  have  been  taxed  many  thousands  of  dollars 
annually  for  the  benefit  of  Massachusetts  rum-distillers  and 
African  slave-traders.  By  freedom  from  taxation  the  people 
have  been  burdened  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars  annually  for 
the  benefit  of  Massachusetts  rum-distillers,  African  slave-traders 
and  bond-holders.  Under  the  name  of  Credit  Mobilier  the  peo- 
ple have  been  robbed  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars  for  the  benefit 
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of  the  creatures  of  Oakcs  A  rocs,  a  Massachusetts,  citizen.  By  a 
Massachusetts  invented  Syndicate  the  people  have  been  robbed 
of  many  millions  of  dollars  under  a  pretended  sale  to  foreigners 
of  thousands  of  millions  of  Government  bonds,  thereby  depriv- 
ing the  people  of  a  specie  currency  for  a  decade  of  years.  And 
to  cap  the  climax,  under  a  protective  tariff  of  fifty  per  cent,  the 
people  are  taxed  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  annually  for 
the  benefit  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars  of 
Massachusetts  manufactured  goods.  And  for  the  benefit  of  a 
Massachusetts  Incorporated  Emigrant  Aid  Society,  the  people 
have  been  taxed  ninety  millions  of  dollars  in  the  erection  of 
railroads.  And  for  the  further  benefit  of  that  Society  a  gift  has 
been  made  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  millions  of  acres  of  the 
people's  land.  For  the  erection  or  completion  of  a  Northern  and 
Southern  Pacific  railroad,  that  Society  is  only  waiting  the  tri- 
umph of  bayonet  rule  to  grasp  other  hundreds  of  millions  of  the 
people  s  land  and  money. 

This  policy  has  prostrated  the  agricultural,  commercial  and 
whole  industrial  interests  of  the  country,  and  if  the  advocates  of 
that  policy  shall  prevail  at  the  coming  elections,  the  people  will 
have  lost  the  last  shred  of  civil  liberty.  To  secure  the  triumphs 
of  that  policy  its  patrons  will  not  hesitate  to  resort  to  any  con- 
ceivable means  however  wicked.  They  will  corrupt  the  ballot- 
box  by  countless  millions  from  their  stolen  gains.  They  will  be 
most  profuse  in  their  promises  to  all  who  are  vain  enough  to 
desire  an  office.  Good-natured,  irres])onsible  fellows  will  offer 
to  procure  loans  of  countless  thousands  for  those  who  are  bur- 
dened widi  debt,  and,  in  anticipation  of  possessing  themselves 
at  no  distant  day  of  the  cultivated  lands  of  the  country  as  they 
have  of  the  public  domain,  the  Massachusetts  ca])italists  will  no 
doubt  invest  largely  of  their  ill-gotten  gains  in  the  lands  of 
which  their  policy  have  divested  of  more  than  half  of  their  value, 
and  the  value  of  the  products,  of  which,  under  their  tariff  policy, 
is  at  the  mercy  of  their  middle-men.  But  to  insure  the  success 
of  their  policy  these  wicked  and  corruj)t  men  will  not  hesitate 
to  use  professed  Democrats  to  sow  dissensions  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Democracy,  as  they  did  in  18G0.     Therefore  let  me  con- 
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jare  Democrats  not  to  call  up  old  antecedents,  old  grievances, 
but  as  they  love  their  country  and    human    liberty,  in  the 
coming  election  to  stand  undivided  in  the  front  of  their  eoe* 
mies. 
September,  4th,  1879. 
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Avoid  all  Entangling  Political  Alliances. 


■«»»< 


In  1860,  Republicans,  with  a  corruption  fund  of  millions  of 
dollars,  and  having  collected  together  the  corrupt  materials  in 
all  the  States  and  the  odds  and  ends  of  all  parties,  was  only  able 
to  procure  a  little  over  one-third  of  the  suffrages  of  the  people. 
And  yet  they  got  possession  of  the  sword  and  purse  of  the 
nation  through  the  influence  of  men  who,  professing  to  be 
Democrats,  created  dissensions  among  them  and  divided  the 
party 

With  that  swor4  and  purse  Republicans  have  steej^d  the 
nation  in  blood,  heaped  up  mountains  of  debt,  prostrated  the 
industry  of  the  country,  possessed  themselves  of  a  large  portion 
ot  the  national  wealth,  and  are  seeking  to  retain  that  possession 
by  usurpation.  They  acknowledge  their  corruptions  by  their 
profuse  promises  of  civil  service  refrom.  These  antecedents 
should  admonish  Democrats  to  now  present  a  zealous,  undivided 
front  against  Republicanism,  and  should  be  blind  to  everything 
but  the  single  idea  of  restoring  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  for 
which  the  war  of  the  revolution  was  fought  and  the  Federal 
Constitution  was  made.  The  immediate  cause  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  was  opposition  to  the  policy  of  taxing  the  people  of 
the  States  for  the  benefit  of  those  of  old  England.  Every  Dem- 
ocratic vote  at  future  elections  should  be  in  opposition  to  the 
policy  of  taxing  the  people  for  the  benefit  of  the  fishmongers, 
the  rum-distillers,  the  African  'slave-traders  and  the  shoddyites 
of  New  England,  whose  representatives,  under  the  name  of  Dcm- 
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ocrats,  will  now  try  to  distract  and  divide  the  Democracy  at  thdr 
conventions. 

To  guard  against  such  influences  let  me  refer  to  a  scrap  of 
history  :  When  Republicanism  was  in  conception  and  before  iti 
•birth,  its  paternity  was  on  the  one  side,  Knownothingism.  At  that 
period  a  convention,  composed  of  hundreds  of  men,  was  held  in 
the  town  of  Hillsdale,  at  which  a  shrewd  member  gave  notice  of 
the  secret  organization  of  that  party,  and  that  some  of  its  leaders 
were  there  present  intending  to  control  tbe  action  of  that  Con- 
vention, and  he  gave  their  names,  some  of  whom  are  living  to- 
day and  are  active  members  of  the  Republican  party.  That 
exposure  saved  the  Democracy  of  the  town.  Similar  watchful- 
ness may  now  save  the  Democracy  of  the  nation.  Similar  watch- 
fulness would  have  caused  a  more  efficient  President  to  have  been 
elected  over  a  Society  created  to  purify  the  ballot-box.  The 
action  of  that  President  was  so  superlatively  ridiculous  that  it 
will  bear  repetition. 

He  procured  the  passage  of  laws  to  punish  the  corrupters  of 
the  ballot-box,  and  then  attempted  to  procure  the  passage  of  a 
law  to  relieve  them  from  its  penalties  at  the  shortest  possible 
period  after  the  commission  of  the  crime.  By  his  own  showing 
it  does  not  aj)pear  that  either  he  or  one  of  his  constituents  ever 
presented  a  case  to  the  Grand  Jury  in  the  form  the  law  requires. 
What  action  the  Grand  Jury  did  take  upon  informal  represen- 
tations was  defeated  by  the  notorious  blandishment  of  a  Gov- 
ernment officer,  and  he  took  no  notice  of  the  action  of  that 
officer.  When  the  Grand  Jury  neglected  to  take  actipn  upon 
informal  representations  or  in  consequence  of  the  blandishments 
of  a  Government  officer,  he  gave  up  the  Society  as  dead.  With 
eight  well  attested  cases  of  crime  in  his  possession,  he  traveled 
across  the  country  to  get  a  case  from  a  superannuated  old  rhan, 
and  because  he  did  not  get  it  he  again  gave  up  the  Society  as 
dead.  He  attempted  to  apologize  for  the  overwhelming  corrup- 
tion of  the  ballot-box  by  an  imputation  against  one  of  the  purest 
statesmen  in  our  country,  who  died  while  yet  the  ballot-box 
existed  in  its  purity.  He  attempted  to  apologize  for  those  cor- 
ruptions by  charging  the  Democracy  with  being  equally  as  cor- 
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rupt  as  Republicans,  when  it  was  notorious  that  during  Demo- 
cratic ascendency  the  ballot-box  was  pure,  and  that  the  corrup- 
tions have  grown  up  under  the  bayonet  ascendency  of  the 
Bepublican  party.  And  finally,  he  lavished  his  laudations  upon 
tbe  man  who,  more  than  all  others,  has  been  the  author  of  the 
corruptions,  wickedness  and  crime  in  which  the  people  are 
engulfed. 

If  the  Democracy  at  their  conventions  will  nominate  for  office 
good  men  with  single  reference  to  restore  the  Government  to  its 
original  principles  and  purity,  I  have  no  doubt  the  people  are 
prepared  to  elect  them,  and  they -will  restore  the  prosperity  of 
the  people  and  purify  the  ballot-box  without  any  aid  from  bogus 
Presidents  of  Associations  that  die  so  easily.  Having  served 
eleven  times  as  foreman  of  Grand  Juries,  I  profess  to  know 
something  of  their  prerogatives.  They  require  the  District 
Attorney  to  give  them  legal  advice,  and  to  draw  their  indict- 
ments, and  to  try  the  cases  they  present,  and  he  has  no  otlier 
dutiea  He  is  not  allowed  to  be  present  at  their  deliberations, 
or  to  present  complaints  except  by  his  oath  or  aflSdavits  of 
others  in  some  extraordinary  cases.  An  Association  could  not 
have  had  a  very  formidable  existence  that  should  die  because 
the  District  Attorney  had  walked  arm-in-arm  with  one  of  its 
witnesses. 

September  8th,  1879. 
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MASSACHUSETTS ,  AND  VIRGINIA. 


Beyond  their  commercial  and  diplomatic  interests,  the  people 
of  Canada  are  as  independent  of  the  British  crown  as  though  no 
political  relations  existed  between  them.  No  diplomatic  arrange* 
ment  of  the  British  Government,  which  aflfected  the  civil  or 
industrial  interests  of  the  people  of  Canada,  is  ever  allowed  to  be 
enforced  until  submitted  to  the  Qinadian  L^slature  for  ratifi- 
cation. It  is  strange,  indeed,  if  the  people  of  the  individual 
States  of  the  Union  have  not  intelligence  enough  to  be  allowed 
to  exercise  the  same  prerogatives  as  those  of  Canada.  It  is 
strange,  indeed,  that  near  five  millions  of  people  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  with  their  forty-seven  thousand  square  miles  of  ter- 
ritory and  a  commerce  second  only  to  that  of  any  nation  in  the 
world,  have  not  intelligence  enough  to  be  sovereign  over  their 
civil  and  industrial  interests.  It  is  strange,  indeed,  that  a  Sena- 
tor or  any  one  of  the  thirty-three  members  of  Congress  in  the 
State  of  New  York  should  favor  a  policy  that  would  put  the 
civil  and  industrial  interests  of  that  State  in  the  hands  and  und^ 
the  control  of  bayonets  of  men  who  have  no  sympathies  in  those 
interests,  or  who  may  have  sympathies  adverse  to  them,  and 
may  be  the  most  selfish  and  corrupt  of  men.  It 'is  strange  that 
any  intelligent  individual  in  the  State  should  favor  such  a  policy. 
But  it  is  not  strange  at  all  that  Massachusetts  fishermen  and 
rum-distillers  and  shoddyits  should  favor  that  policy,  for  through 
it  they  hope  to  retain  by  arbitrary  power  that  plunder  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually  that  they  have  enjoyed  for  long  years 
under  Eepublican  ascendency. 

In  leference  to  that  subject  it  may  be  profitable  to  compare 

the  antecedents  of  Massachusetts  with  those  of  Virginia.    For  a 

century  and  a  half,  under  the  protection  of  the  British  crown, 

.  Massachusetts  monopolized  the  whole  African  slave-trade  of  the 
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world  During  that  time  Virginia,  by  twenty-three  legislative 
enactments,  tride  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  that 
State.  In  the  first  draft  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
Virginians  made  the  action  of  the  King  in  favor  of  slavery  one  of 
the  grievances,  but  that  clause  was  stricken  out  by  Massachu* 
setts  delegates.  In  the  Federal  Constitution  Massachusetts  had 
the  address  to  get  an  irrepealable  clause  inserted  protecting  the 
African  slave-trade  for  twenty  years,  though  Virginians  opposed 
it  as  a  national  disgrace.  In  the  first  Congress  under  the  Con- 
stitution, Massachusetts  had  the  address  to  procure  the  passage 
of  a  law,  under  which  and  her  rum  she  has  carried  on  with 
impunity  the  African  slave-trade  up  to  this  date,  notwith- 
standing it  had  been  made  piracy  by  the  laws  of  nations. 

To  save  the  people  from  taxation  and  to  pay  the  debts  con- 
tracted in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  Virginia  and  North  Caro- 
lina made  a  free  gift  to  the  Government  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-one  millions  of  acres  of  their  public  domain.  When 
the  nation  was  groaning  under  a  debt  of  thousands  of  millions 
of  dollars  created  in  the  civil  war,  Massachusetts,  with  the  aid  of 
the  Government  overwhelmingly  Republican  in  all  its  branches, 
has  stolen  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  millions  of  aeres  of  the 
public  domain. 

In  both  the  acts  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  in  ceding 
their  domain  to  the  Government,  the  sovereignty  of  the  individ- 
Tial  States  is  recognized,  and  Virginia  manifested  her  opposition 
to  slavery  by  a  provision  that  it  should  be  excluded  from  that 
territory.  In  defense  of  that  State  sovereignty  in  the  civil 
war,  Virginia's  banner  waved  triumphant  over  fifty  battle  fields, 
and  a  half  milliqn  of  slaughtered  Americans  sleep  beneath  her 
soil  But  in  her  final  failure  Republicans  are  claiming  that  the 
sovereignty  of  States  has  been  la&i  and  that  that  principle  has 
been  settled  by  that  civil  war. 

Such  arc  the  antecedents  of  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and 
Virginia.  Now  let  us  look  at  their  public  men.  Virginia  has 
produced  George  Washington,  Thomas  Jefferson,  James  Madi- 
son, James  Monroe,  Thomas  Marshall,  William  11.  Harrison, 
Winfield  Scott,  Robert  E.  Lee,  Stonewall  Jackson  and  Joseph  K 
48 
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Jobnstoit  all  of  world-wide  fama  Had  not  fish,  mm  and  slioddj 
dwarfed  the  intelligence  of  Massachnsetts,  she  might  have 
boasted  similar  names.  She  indeed  produced  a  Webster,  and 
tbej  pensioned  him  while  he  prostituted  his  eloquence  in  apolo- 
gizing for  their  crimes.  But  when  in  1850  be  associated  with  the 
best  and  purest  of  men  of  the  nation  in  recognidng  the  sover- 
eignty of^States  and  the  first  principle  of  our  Government,  thqr 
shut  the  doors  of  Faneuil  Hall  against  him.  Their  most  favored 
names  to  be  immortalized  are  Caleb  Strong,  John  A.  Andrew, 
William  Hull  and  Benjam  F.  Butler.  The  latter  still  survives, 
and  bayonet  rule  in  his  hands  would  be  most  glorioa& 
September  11th,  1879. 
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In  1775,  EDgland  possessed  thirteen  colonies  in  what  now 
constitutes  the  United  States.  To  each  had  been  given  sover- 
eignty over  their  civil  and  industrial  interests,  the  Government 
only  retaining  sovereignty  of  their  diplomatic  and  commercial 
interests,  like  the  relations  now  existing  with  Canada.  Those 
colonies  were  entirely  distinct  and  independent  of  each  other^ 
and  possessed  very  different  cliaracteristica  Connecticut,  New 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  with  what  now  constitutes  the 
State  of  Maine,  were  round-heads  in  politics,  fishermen  by  occu- 
pation and  bigots  in  religion — Maine  being  a  little  the  most 
hilarious,  for,  according  to  the  history  by  the  Rev/ Jeremy  Bel- 
knap, the  men  possessed  the  same  common  interests  in  the 
women  that  they  did  in  their  fishing  boats.  Ehode  Island  abomi- 
nated the  African  slave-trade,  and,  in  consequence,  was  excluded 
from  the  New  England  Confederacy,  and  its  founder  was  com- 
pelled to  flee  from  Massachusetts  to  save  his  life.  New  York 
and  New  Jersey  were  settled  by  the  Dutch,  and  were  tolerant  of 
the  slave-trade ;  but  according  to  Washington  Irving,  abominated 
the  domestic  practices  of  Maine  which  New  Englanders  were 
striving  to  introduce  among  them,  Maryland  was  settled  by 
the  gentlemanly  followers  of  Lord  Baltimore,  who  all  attended 
to  their  own  business  and  let  that  of  their  neighbors  alone.  Penn- 
sylvania was  settled  by  the  followers  of  William  Penn,  but 
abominating  the  slave-trade  they  were  whipped  and  hung,  and 
their  children  sold  as  slaves  if  they  attempted  to  settle  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. Virginia,  North  Carolina  and  Geoi^ia  were  settled 
by  a  people  known  in  England  as  Cavaliers,  and  for  opposing 
the  African  slave-trade  they  incurred  the  inveterate  hatred  of  the 
people  of  Massachusetts.  South  Carolina  was  settled  partly  by 
English  Cavaliers  and  partly  by  French  Uugcnots,  and  being  toi^ 
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erant  of  the  slave-trade,  for  many  years  they  enjoyed  the  favor 
of  the  people  of  Massachusetts. 

In  disregard  of  their  vested  rights,  the  Government  of  England 
commenced  taxing  the  people  of  the  colonies  for  the  benefit  of  those 
of  England,  which  brought  on  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and 
the  formation  of  the  Confederacy  in  which  each  State  reserved 
its  sovereignty.  For  commercial  and  diplomatic  purposes  those 
States  perfected  their  Union  under  the  Constitution,  in  which 
Massachusetts  used  her  influence  over  the  New  England  States 
and  the  influence  of  Charles  Coatsworth  Pinckney  over  certain  of 
the  Southern  States  to  secure  to  her  the  African  slave-trade  for 
twenty  years.  To  avoid  having  that  trade  embarrassed  in  the 
war  of  1812,  she  made  common  cause  with  the  enemy.  Not- 
withstanding the  taxing  the  people  of  the  States  for  the  benefit 
of  those  of  England  caused  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  under  the 
plea  of  poverty  the  people  of  the  States  have  ever  been  taxed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  fishing,  rum-distilling,  African  slave-trad- 
ing interests'of  Massachusetts,  and  are  now  taxed  hundreds  of. 
millions  of  dollars  annually  for  the  benefit  of  their  manufac- 
turers. Conscious  of  the  great  wrong  that  this  policy  imposed, 
the  leading  men  of  the  then  existing  political  parties  who,  by 
their  talents,  patriotism  and  eloquence  had  made  our  Govern- 
ment the  pride  of  nations  and  the  hope  of  the  world,  united  in 
the  compromise  of  1850.  To  defeat  the  object  of  that  compro- 
mise the  Massachusetts  fishing,  rum-distiUing,  African  slave- 
trading  and  shoddy  interests  got  the  New  England  Emigrant 
Aid  Society  incorporated  by  their  Legislature,  under  which  they 
sent  John  Brown,  Samuel  C.  Pomeroy  and  others  to  the  West 
to  conceive  and  bring  into  existence  the  Republican  party, 
under  which  a  corruption  fund  of  millions  of  dollars  was  estab- 
lished, and  William  W.  Stone  and  others  were,  deputed  to 
debauch  Legislatures  and  subsidize  the  press  and  corrupt  the 
ballot-box.  They  succeeded  in  getting  possession  of  the  sword 
and  purse  of  the  nation,  and,  without  the  least  regard  to  consti- 
tutional law,  to  involve  the  people  in  a  most  lamentable  civil 
war,  which  cost  a  million  of  lives  and  ten  thousand  millions  of 
treasure,  and  have  deranged  and  prostrated  the  industry  of  the 
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coantry,  and  bave  conferred  upon  the  creatures  of  the  Emigrant 
Aid  Society  all  of  the  most  valuable  of  the  public  domain,  and 
have  caused  one-third  of  the  wealth  of  the  nation  to  be  debts  to 
be  held  by  the  creatures  of  the  Aid  Society,  and  to  be  paid  by 
taxes  imposed  upon  the  peopla 

To  perpetuate  that  policy  they  have  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Oovernment  a  President  who  had  never  been  elected,  and  who, 
by  his  vetoes,  has  signified  his  determination  to  establish  John 
Sherman's  reconstruction  policy  by  perpetuating  bayonet  rule 
for  all  future  time.  Before  the  birth  of  the  Bepublican  party 
corruption  of  the  ballot-box  was  as  rare  as  murder,  and  the  cor- 
rupter was  shunned  as  a  thief.  Under  the  influence  of  Repub- 
licanism the  ballot-box  is  corrupted  everywhere — no  man  is 
elected  for  his  merit,  but  for  his  money — an  honest  man  in  office 
is  a  great  rarity — and  even  those  who  are  intended  to  use  the 
bayonet  to  purify  the  ballot-box  are  using  their  influence  to 
debauch  Grand  Jurors.  Under  all  these  circumstances  it  is  not 
surprising  that  George  P.  Philip,  though  presiding  over  a  mighty 
Association,  should  have  given  up  the  subject  in  despair.  Let 
not  the  people  despair,  however.  For  if  George  P.  Philip  had 
gone  before  the  Grand  Jury  and,  under  oath,  had  stated  the 
information  he  had  received  in  respect  to  the  corruptions  of  the 
ballot-box,  not  all  the  blandishments  of  a  Government  officer 
would  have  prevented  bills  of  idictment  And  even  his  affida- 
vit to  the  District  Attorney  would  have  produced  the  same 
result  His  n^lect  to  do  either  leaves  a  painful  suspicion  that 
he  was  willing  to  make  his  failure  an  excuse  for  bayonet  rule. 

September  15th,  1879. 


382  FINANCE  AND   POLITICS. 


BAYONET  GOVERNMENT, 


According  to  Prince  Bismarck,  the  best  Govemments  consist 
of  a  King  and  his  army.  According  to  John  Sherman,  the  best 
Government  consists  of  a  President  and  his  bayonets.  In  accord- 
ance with  thUt  idea  he  procured  the  passage  of  the  following 
fundamental  law:  "All  persons  bom  or  naturalized  in  the 
"  United  States,  are  citizens  whose  privileges  or  immunities  can- 
"  not  be  abridged."  Under  that  law  no  dirty,  ragged  man,  black 
or  white,  drunk  or  sober,  can  be  excluded  from  a  lady's  public 
drawing  room.  If  the  question  would  admit  of  adjudication,  it 
would  not  be  prudent  to  submit  it  to  such  Justices  as  Strong 
and  Bradley  as  was  the  legal  tender  question.  It  would  not  be 
prudent  to  submit  it  to  such  men  as  the  eight  whose  fiat  put 
Hayes  in  the  Presidential  chair.  It  would  not  be  prudent  to 
submit  it  to  Hayes  himself  if  it  had  any  political  significance,  if 
his  or  Roscoe  Conkling's  construction  of  law  is  allowed  to  pre- 
vail They  claim  that  neither  the  States  or  Congress  or  any 
other  power  under  our  Government  can  control  the  President  in 
defining  his  prerogative  or  enforcing  it  with  the  bayonet  If 
such  is  the  true  construction  of  the  law  under  our  Government, 
the  President  certainly  can  exercise  all  the  absolute  prerogatives 
of  a  King  and  his  army. 

According  to  a  late  speech  of  Roscoe  Conkling,  it  was  the 
claim  of  the  States  under  which  they  could  protect  a  lady's 
drawing  room  from  the  encroachments  of  a  ruffian  that  drenched 
our  land  in  blood  and  draped  it  in  mourning.  If  such  was  the 
sole  issue  of  the  war,  it  raises  a  question  of  its  merits  North  and 
South.  President  Hayes  has  admitted  that  that  question  may  hon- 
estly be  in  doubt  Without  regard  to  its  merits,  of  the  thousands 
of  millions  of  debt  contracted  by  the  North  in  the  civil  war,  the 
States  of  the  South  are  required  to  pay  their  portion,  while 
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the  Southern  States,  without  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  war,  are 
required  to  pay  their  own  debt  According  to  the  New  York 
Tribune^  endorsed  by  the  Columbia  Republican  of  the  4th  of 
September  inst,  if  the  Soutl^prn  States  should  repudiate  that 
debt  it  would  b^  an  injury  to  all  the  States,  and,  of  course, 
President  Hayes  should  enforce  the  payment  with  the  bayonet 
Those  Southern  States  once  possessed  near  a  hundred  millions 
of  acres  of  the  public  domain,  which  would  aid  materially  in  the 
payment  of  their  debt,  but  they  gave  that  land  away.  They  did 
not  give  it  to  a  Massachusetts  incorporated  Emigrant  Aid 
Society,  but  they  gave  it  to  the  General  Qovernment  to  aid  in  the 
payment  of  the  debt  contracted  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
While  the  Southern  States  were  under  bayonet  rule,  negro  and 
carpet-bag  legislatures,  for  their  private  benefit,  contracted  debts 
of  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars,  a  large  portion  of  which  is 
held  by  Massachusetts  bond-holders  or  rum-distillers,  and,  acord- 
ing  to  the  Tribune^  the  repudiation  of  such  debt  would  be  a  na- 
tional injury,  and  President  Hayes  might  very  appropriately  use 
the  bayonet  to  enforce  its  payment  For  the  discharge  of  such 
duties  Boscoe  Conkling  has  shown  himself  to  be  well  qualified 
to  be  President  Hayes'  successor.  His  late  experience  in  Bhode 
Island  shows  his  moral  qualifications  to  equal  those  of  his  intel- 
lect 

The  Massachusetts  bond-holders,  fishmongers,  rum-distillerSy 
African  slave-traders  and  shoddyites  have  long  been  strivingi 
through  their  ill-gotten  gains,  to  possess  themselves  of  the  State, 
corporate  and  mortgaged  debts  of  the  people  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  through  which,  with  a  corrupt  ballot-box,  they  expect  to 
control  the  State  politically  and  make  the  people  their  depend- 
ents. To  that  end  they  will  make  a  mighty  eflEort  at  the  coming 
election.  Roscoe  Conkling  is  their  tool,  and  the  contest  will  be 
between  his  minions  on  the  one  side  and  the  Democracy  on  the 
other.  The  greatest  hopes  of  those  minions  are  in  a  cor- 
rupt ballot-box  and  in  fomenting  divisions  among  the  Democ- 
racy. 

The  coming  election  may  decide  conclusively  whether  our 
future  Government  shall  be  under  its  original  principles  or  John 
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Sherman's  reconstruction  policy.  It  may  decide  conclasively 
whether  in  our  future  Government  States  shall  have  sovereignty 
over  their  civil  and  industrial  interests,  and  the  General 
Government  be  confined  to  its  ^commercial  and  diplomatic 
prerogatives,  or  shall  consist  of  a  virtual  King^and  his  army. 

Citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York  I  You  have  for  a  century 
been  paying  millions  of  dollars  annually  to  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts in  bounties,  drawbacks  and  duties,  for  which  you  have 
bad  nothing  in  return,  and  the  recipients  of  those  favors  are  now 
striving  to  deprive  you  of  your  liberties.  You  have  forty-seven 
thousand  square  miles  of  territory  and  near  five  millions  of  peo- 
ple, and  a  commerce  almost  the  first  of  the  world,  and  have 
been  for  a  century  a  free  people.  Let  me  now  conjure  you 
not  to  let  a  corrupted  ballot-box  and  feuds,  fomented  by 
knaves,  be  the  means  of  working  your  political  and  iodostrial 
ruin. 

September  22d,  1879. 
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Crooked  Ways  of  Massachusetts. 


It  is  not  quite  time  yet  to  write  a  history  of  the  causes  and 
consequences  of  our  late  civil  war ;  and,  as  we  are  approaching 
one  of  the  most  important  elections  in  our  history,  it  may  not 
be  well  to  notice  too  minutely  the  all-time  selfish  policy  of  Mas- 
sachusetts in  promoting  her  cherished  interests.  I  will  merely 
say  in  brief  that  she  has  ever  made  the  African  slave  trade  one 
of  her  cherished  interests,  and  has  carried  it  on  illicitly  notwith- 
standing it  was  made  piracy  by  the  laws  of  nations.  She  carried 
on  an  illicit  intercourse  with  the  enemy  in  the  war  of  1812,  not- 
withstanding that  a  Union  of  the  States  in  war  was  one  of  the 
most  important  objects  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  She  carried 
on  an  illicit  trade  with  the  Confederate  States  during  the  civil 
war,  notwithstanding  she  was  the  sole  author  of  provoking  and 
commencing  that  war.  She  carried  on  an  illicit  grain-trade  with 
Canada,  for  the  reason  that  the  farmers  of  Canada  are  exempted 
from  the  monstrous  burdens  that  Massachusetts  policy  heaps 
upon  the  farmers  of  the  States.  '  The  farmers  of  Canada  pay  no 
bounties  to  fishmongers  and  rum-distillers.  They  pay  no  fifty 
per  cent,  duty  on  the  imports  taken  in  exchange  for  their  agricul- 
tural exports.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  those  imports  free. 
And  the  farmers  of  Canada  are  free  from  the  debts  which  are 
crushing  the  farmers  of  the  States. 

The  people  of  Massachusetts  have  ever  been  able  to  carry  on 
their  illicit  trade  through  their  address  in  procuring  the  appoint- 
ment of  custom  house  officers  who  would  wink  at  false  invoices. 
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To  perpelnate  this  policy  of  Massachusetts  it  is  their  aim  and 
object  to  use  the  Republican  party,  which  is  their  bantling*ta 
fasten  bayonet  rule  upon  the  people  of  all  the  States.  This 
object  is  the  great  and  important  issue  in  the  coming  election, 
and  during  its  pendency  the  writer  of  the  foregoing  will  yield  to 
importunities  and  give  a  little  of  his  own  history. 

His  paternal  uncle  fell  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Three 
of  his  maternal  great  uncles  also  fell  in  that  war ;  their  surnames 
were  Robinson,  and  one  of  their  descendants  bore  the  given 
name  of  Lucius.  This  writer  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hillsdale 
on  the  30th  of  April,  1802.  His  occupation  has  ever  been  that 
of  a  farmer.  He  received  a  common-school  education,  with  the 
addition  of  two  terms  at  the  Lenox  Academy,  under  the  tuition 
of  the  venerable  Levi  Glezen.  As  those  two  terms  has  exerted 
an  influence  upon  his  after  life  it  may  be  well  to  dwell  upon  its 
incidenta  The  students  exceeded  a  hundred,  mostly  from 
abroad.  Some  died  early,  and  a  few  are  yet  living.  Some  have 
been  specially  distinguished  in  professional  life,  and  all,  without 
exception,  have  left  good  histories.  A  volume  from  which 
much  important  information  has  been  given  to  the  public  was 
obtained  of  one  of  these  students,  who  was  the  last  President  of 
Texas  before  its  union  to  the  States.  Among  those  students  a 
debating  society  was  formed,  in  which  the  subject  of  our  writing 
attracted  some  public  attention.  He  also  wrote  and  delivered 
an  address  from  the  altar  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  which 
received  favorable  notice  from  the  public  press,  and  was  eulo- 
gized in  letters  from  Mr.  Glezen  to  his  parents.  In  his  debates 
his  Democratic  proclivities  became  manifest,  which  brought  him 
into  the  acquaintance  of  those  noble  men  v^ho  have  ever  given 
to  Lenox  her  Democratic  characteristics ;  and  also  to  the 
acquaintance  of  the  amiable  and  eccentric  Billy  Hibbard,  and 
the  venerable  John  Leland,  and  the  long-life  editor  of  the  Pitta- 
field  Sun,  Phineas  Allen.  It  may  be  well  in  future  numbers  to 
notice  some  of  the  subjects  debated  by  those  students,  as  they 
contain  matter  of  interesting  consideration  for  alL 
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A  Friendly  Appeal  to  Tammany* 


Important  subjects  might  forever  pass  unnoticed  unless  the 
attention  was  specially  called  to  them.  In  the  debating  society 
of  the  Lenox  school  he  whose  history  we  are  writing  was  chosen 
to  defend  the  affirmative  of  the  following  Question: — 

"  Are  the  intellectual  faculties  of  all  mankind  bj  nature  equal  f 

He  reasoned  that  the  earliest  stages  of  the  infant  mind  was  a 
perfect  blank — a  parchment  ready  to  receive  impression  through 
the  five  organs  of  sense,  and  in  that  respect  all  were  equal,  and 
the  differences  in  their  future  developments  were  the  fruits  of 
education.  In  part  this  reasoning  is  an  important  truth.  Yet 
phrenology  and  other  physical  causes  and  developments  show 
that  there  is  a  difference  in  the  original  healthful  condition  of  the 
human  mind.  Impressions  upon  the  female  mind  produce  dif- 
ferences in  the  physical  and  mental  condition  of  her  offspring. 
Climate  produces  differences.  Judicious  crossing  produces  differ- 
ences, and  may  be  made  to  improve  both  the  animal  and 
vegetable  world  These  important  considerations  have  been 
the  suggestions  and* are  the  fruits  of  schoolboy  deliberations. 

Another  question  in  which  he  was  chosen  to  take  the  nega- 
tive, was  the  following : — 

"  Is  pride  commendable  ?"  * 

He  took  for  his  arguraient  the  declaration  of  Solomon  :  "  Pride 
^*  goeth  before  destruction,  and  a  haughty  spirit  before  a  fall" 
Also  the  sentiment  of  Alexander  Pope : — 
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"  Of  all  the  causes  which  conspire  to  bind 
Men's  erring  judgment  and  misguide  the  mind. 
What  the  weak  head  with  strongest  bias  rules. 
Is  pride,  the  never  failing  vice  of  fools/' 

He  reasoned  ibat  if  the  great  prhiciple  of  charity  was  substi- 
tuted for  the  natural  selfishness  of  man  through  Divine  aid, 
sought  with  zealous  honesty  of  purpose,  not  a  particle  of  pride 
was  necessary  under  its  most  favored  definition.  And  he  gave 
the  sentiment  of  Alexander  Pope  as  his  further  authority : — 

'*  Whatsoever  nature  has  in  worth  denied, 
She  gives  in  large  recruits  of  mindful  pride." 

These  associations  and  reasonings  he  retains  as  the  interesting 
memories  of  his  schoolboy  days.  While  yet  in  his  boyhood  he 
associated  with  Elder  Samuel  Mallery  in  the  establishment  of  a 
Hillsdale  Library  Association,  which  lasted  many  years ;  soon 
after  which  he  associated  with  a  Mr.  Eggleston  in  plowing,  scrap- 
ing and  rounding  up  the  road  from  the  Austerlitz  line  near  the 
residence  of  Allen  Gildersleeve,  to  the  Copake  line  near  the  res- 
idence of  Leonard  Wagoner,  the  good  effects  of  which  are  still 
visible  after  the  expiration  of  over  half  a  century. 

The  next  prominent  acts  of  his  life  have  such  a  connection  with 
passing  events  of  the  present  time,  that  a  digression  in  favor  of 
a  consideration  of  those  events  may  be  advisable.  We  are 
approaching  a  political  election  which  is  to  decide  whether  States 
shall  retain  that  sovereignty  which,  according  to  Alexander 
Hamilton,  could  not  be  lost  till  the  whole  American  people 
were  deprived  of  their  liberties.  In  this  contest  Lucius  Robin- 
son is  made  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Democracy.  He  may 
have  been  indiscreet  in  his  antecedents,  yet  every  stab  at  him 
now  is  a  stab  at  the  heart  of  the  Democracy,  not  only  in  this 
State  but  in  the  nation.  By  professing  to  be  a  zealous  Demo- 
crat, Benjamin  F.  Butler,  in  1860,  called  in  question  the  antecer 
dents  of  Stephen  A.  Douglass,  and  by  then  dividing  the  Democ- 
racy enabled  the  Republicans  to  get  possession  of  the  sword  and 
purse  of  the  nation,  with  which  they  deluged  the  country 
in  blood,  and  have  prostrated  its  industry,  and  enabled  them  to 
call  in  question  the  sovereignty  of  the  States.    If  now  the  lead- 
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crs  of  Tammany,  by  the  same  means  and  perhaps  from  tlie  same 
motives,  shall  enable  Eepublicans  to  attain  their  object  and 
bring  liberty  to  its  last  gasp,  howesrer  much  I  m|iy  have  vene- 
rated Tammany  in  the  past,  I  shall  desire  to  forget  that  it  ever 
bad  an  existence.  Its  leaders  were  once  among  the  best  and 
purest  men  of  the  age.  Presuming  that  it  conta^'ns  some  such 
still,  to  them  I  address  mjselL 

Issues  vitally  important  not  only  to  this  country,  but  its  reflex 
influence  concerns  the  world,  are  to  be  settled  at  the  coming 
election.  While  the  Democracy  is  facing  Republicaas  upon 
these  issues,  and  those  Bepublicans  are  backed  by  a  tremendous 
corruption  fund,  and  a  t:*emendous  Executive  patronage,  and  a 
mighty  subsidized  political  and  religious  press,  will  you  allow 
that  once  venerated  organization  to  attack  that  Democracy  in  the 
rear?  Let  us  look  briefly  at  the  issues  that  a  e  involved  in  this 
controversy.  A  meeting  to  commemorate  the  biith  of  the 
Bepublican  party,  held  at  Worcestei,  Mass.,  on  the  15th  instant, 
tried  to  show  that  slavery  was  still  an  issue.  But  if  in  my  com- 
munications I  have  not  already  shown  that  that  issue,  as  far  as 
Bepublicanism  is  concerned,  was  one  of  the  most  mischievous 
humbugs  that  was  ever  imposed  upon  an  intelligent  people, 
I  will,  in  the  experience  of  the  individual  whose  histoiy  I  am 
writing,  give  you  further  proof  to  come  to  that  conclusion.  Jhe 
firing  upon  Sumter  was  never  an  issue  between  the  parties. 
But  at  a' future  time  I  may  have  something  to  say  upon  that 
subject  Secession  of  Suites  has  nothing  to  do  with  present 
issues.  Mr.  Webster  settled  that  question  in  1830  is  his  reply 
to  Mr.  Hayne.  He  said  if  the  Government  unquestionably 
encroached  upon  the  rights  of  the  States,  the  States  were  justi- 
fied in  resisting;  but  if  there  was  a  question  about  that 
encroachment,  it  was  to  be  settled  by  the  Courts.  But  the  man- 
ner that  secession  and  the  firing  upon  Sumter  should  be  dealt 
with,  is  a  question  at  issue.  Bepublicans,  in  claiming  that  the 
war  has  settled  the  issue  in  favor  of  the  course  they  have  pur- 
sued, make  this  an  issue :  That  the  President,  upon  his  own 
volition,  can  raise  armies,  invade  States,  prohibit  the  liberty  of 
speech  and  the  press,  suspend  the  writ  oi  habeas  corpus^  disregard 
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the  mandates  of  the  Courts,  and  declare  a  blockade — ^pre- 
rogatives that  no  monarch  in  Europe  would 'dare  to  exer- 
cisa  • 

The  next  issue  between  the  Democracy  and  Republicanism  is, 
the  remedy,  should  the  President  exceed  his  prerogatives. 
Laws  are  a  farce  if  there  are  no  means  of  enforcing  them,  and 
the  Constitution  is  the  fundamental  law  of  our  country.  Accord- 
ing to  Republicanism,  States  cannot  restrain  the  President  should 
he  exceed  his  Constitutional  prerogative.  If  he  has  the  power 
to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  at  his  pleasure,  and  to  disre- 
gard the  mandates  of  the  Court,  as  in  1861,  the  Court  can  not 
restrain  him.  If  he  has  the  power  to  keep  Congress  in  perjjet- 
nal  session,  and  to  veto  all  their  acts  not  in  accordance  to  his 
bidding.  Congress  cannot  restrain  him.  And  yet  the  exercise 
of  this  prerogative  by  the  President  is  an  issue  at  the  coming 
election.  The  Republican  excuse  for  the  exercise  of  these  pre- 
rogatives is  to  purify  the  ballot-box.  The  Tribune  is  already 
suggesting  the  propriety  of  extending  the  exercise  of  that  pre- 
rogative to  the  payment  of  debts,  and  but  one  step  further  will 
carry  it  to  every  man  s  fireside. 

If  there  is  one  particle  of  patriotism  still  burning  in  the  breasts 
of  the  members  of  the  Tammany  Society,  let  me  beseech  them 
notiio  be  made  the  instrument  for  striking  down  the  Democracy 
in  this  contest  When  my  eyes  shall  look  for  the  Ig&t  time 
upon  the  sun  in  heaven,  do  not  be  the  instruments  of  causing 
that  sun  to  be  shining  upon  States  entirely  divested  of  all  power 
to  protect  the  civil  and  industrial  interests  of  their  citizens 

September,  24th,  1879, 
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"  Twas  after  dread  Manassas  day, 

Where  thirty  thousand  yictims  bled. 
Around  the  slaughtered  armies  lay. 
The  dying  mingled  with  the  dead.'' 

• 

The  above  poetic  effusion  sprang  to  my  mind  as  I  saw  in 
Hartford  the  ten  thousand  Connecticut  soldiers,  the  remnant  of 
the  late  civil  war,  with  their  tattered  banners,  'pass  in  review 
before  me  on  the  15th  of  September,  inst.  And  I  wondered 
whether  any  of  those  soldiers  where  present  at  the  battle  of 
Manassas  on  the  30th  of  August,  1862,  and  whether  they  were 
among  the  ten  thousand  prisoners  taken  on  that  occasion,  and 
what  were  their  sensations  when,  standing  amid  the  thousand 
slaughtered  bodies,  they  heard  the  brave  Virginians  say :  "  Go 
home,  boys,  and  don't  invade  us  again  if  you  can  help  it"  And 
what  were  their  sensations  when  they  knew  that  their  0¥na  Gov- 
ernment, within  a  two  hours'  ride  of  that  battle-field,  was  leaving 
over  twenty  thousand  of  their  slaughtered  associates  for  four 
long  days  and  nights,  the  dead  to  rot  and  the  dying  to  suffer — 
and  whether  they  ever  thought  of  the  causes  of  that  war,  and 
how  it  occurred,  and  what  induced  those  brave  Virginians  to 
fight  so  earnestly.  They  were  intelligent  men,  and  therefore 
must  have  known  that  Virginians  did  not  fight  for  slavery,  for 
they  were  opposed  to  it,  and  were  its  victima  It  was  not  the 
firing  upon  Sumter,  for  that  occurred  while  Virginia  had  no 
controversy  with  the  Government  It  was  not  secesion,  for  Vir- 
ginia was  not  a  party  to  that  act,  and  she  only  allied  herself  with 
seceders  when  she  was  compelled  to  protect  her  citizens  from 
being  forced  into  the  army  by  a  Presidential  edict  without  the 
authority  of  Congress — when  she  was  compelled  to  protect  her 
soil  from  a  Presidential  invasion  without  the  authority  of  Con- 
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gress — when  she  was  compelled  to  protect  her  harbors  from  s 
Presideotial  blockade  without  the  authority  of  Congress — whea 
she  was  compelled  to  protect  her  people  and  the  press  in  their 
constitutional  liberty  of  speech — when  she  was  compelled  to  de- 
fend her  people  in  their  constitutional  rights  to  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  till  Congress  should  have  ordered  otherwise — and  when 
she  was  compelled  to  defend  that  State  sovereignty  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  declaration  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  could  not  be 
lost  till  the  whole  American  people  were  robbed  of  their  liber- 
ties. If  those  Connecticut  soldiers  thought  of  all  this,  they  will 
never  consent  that  bayonet  rule  .should  pass  into  the  hands  of 
those  who  forced  upon  Virginia  that  issue. 

**  Feel  the  respect  that  brave  men  feel, 
For  foemen  worthy  of  their  steel." 

This  sentiment  would  naturally  have  occurred  to  the  Connecti- 
cut veterans  at  their  late  gathering  at  Hartford,  if  they  were 
acquainted  with  the  causes  and  circumstances  of  the  war  in 
which  they  served.  The  battle  of  Manassas  on  the  30th  of 
August,  1862,  showed  the  characteristics  of  the  troops  on  both 
sides.  That  the  Northern  troops  fought  bravely  is  proved  by 
the  fact  that  they  left  on  the  battle-field  over  twenty  thousand 
slaughtered  bodies  in  addition  to  ten  thousand  prisoQers ;  and 
they  must  respect  the  bravery  of  their  opponents,  who,  with 
inferior  numbers,  totally  routed  the  Northern  army.  They  also 
must  respect  them  for  their  humanity,  for  they  not  only  set  at 
liberty  the  ten  thousand  prisoners  taken,  but  cordially  assisted 
in  burying  the  dead  and  relieving  the  wounded  of  their  encmiesL 
As  far  as  they  were  able  they  marked  the  graves  of  their  dead 
enemies,  and  sent  by  the  paroled  prisoners  messages  to  the 
friends  of  those  who  were  wounded,  as  an  example  of  which 
reference  may  be  had  to  the  family  of  William  Chamberlain,  of 
Red  Hook.  And  reference  may  also  be  had  to  Messrs  Boyd, 
Winters  and  others  who,  from  the  Internal  and  Treasury  depxirt- 
ments  in  Washington,  went  upon  their  own  responsibility  to  the 
relief  of  those  wounded  soldiers,  and  who  publicly  expressed 
their  astonishment  at  the  generosity  of  their  enemies. 

The  Government  at  Washington  did  not  send  to  the  relief  of 
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those  wounded  soldiers,  because  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  victors 
would  have  been  an  admission  of  the  belligerency  of  the 
war.  It  might  also  have  exposed  the  fact  that  the  issue  of  the 
war  was  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  which  they  thought  then 
it  was  policy  to  conceal,  though  now  admitted  and  made  the 
great  political  issue  between  the  Democratic  and  Republican 
partie&  With  this  issue  distinctly  made,  will  the  veterans  of 
Connecticut  consent  to  be  instruments  to  aid  in  striking  down 
that  Democracy  and  thereby  establish  bayonet  rule  in  the 
country  ? 
September  25th,  1879. 
50 
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WHAT  DID  THEY  FIGHT  FOR  ? 


"  Kow  ten  vm  what  'twas  all  about  T 

Young  Peterklu  he  cries; 
And  little  Wilhelmine  looks  up 

With  wonder- waiting  ejes; 
"  Now  tell  us  all  about  the  war. 

And  what  thej  killed  each  other  for." 

A  Hartford  correspondent  of  the  Berkshire  Courier  describes 
the  array  of  veterans  on  the  15th  of  September  instant,  as  being 
ten  deep  and  three  miles  long,  requiring  hours  to  pass  a  given 
point  Of  coarse  tbey  were  but  a  little  less  than  half  the  slaugh- 
tered bodies  that  the  Government  left  to  rot  on  the  battle-field 
of  Manassas,  and  near  a  score  of  other  battle-fields,  some  napre 
and  some  a  little  less  bloody.  And  all  of  those  horrid  scenes 
would  have  been  concealed  from  public  observation  had  not 
Winters,  Boyd  and  others,  upon  their  own  responsibility,  gone 
down  from  the  Treasury  and  Interior  departments  to  give  relief, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  the  wounded  soldiers. 

It  would  be  very  natural  for  children,  young  like  little  Wil- 
helmine, or  old,  like  myself,  to  inquire :  "  What  they  killed 
"each  other  for?"  By  examination  it  appears  that  Yii^nia 
fought  to  protect  from  invasion  her  soil,  over  which  she  had 
Constitutional  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction,  and  to  protect  her 
people  in  their  Constitutional  right  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corptis. 
On  the  other  hand  the  Government  fought  to  deprive  them  of 
both  those  prerogatives,  and  to  fasten  bayonet  rule  over  them. 
In  other  words,  Virginia  fought  for  Constitutional  Union,  and 
the  Government  fought  for  Reconstructed  Union.  As  Virginia 
failed  in  the  contest,  Constitutional  Union  is  claimed  to  have 
been  lost  As  the  Government  succeeded.  Reconstructed  Union 
is  claimed  to  have  been  established,  and  the  people  are  now 
called  upon  by  their  suffrages  to  affiruL 
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In  that  contest  Yirginia,  thougli  opposed  to  secession,  formed 
an  alliance  with  the  seceded  States,  as  England  did  with  Massa- 
chusetts and  the  Indians  in  the  war  of  1812. 

If  bayonet  rule  is  to  prevail  in  the  future,  the  people  of 
Columbia  county  may  consider  themselves  as  specially  favored. 
For  since  they  have  built  an  armory,  instead  of  foreign  bayoqets 
gleaming  among  them,  they,  at  an  expense  of  a  few  thousand 
dollars,  can  have  those  of  their  own  county,  which,  in  the  com- 
mand of  our  model  marshal,  will  keep  our  ballot-box  perfectly 
pure  and  everything  else  in  perfect  order.  Under  this  arrange- 
ment men  will  pay  their  taxes,  however  much  increased,  with  a 
great  deal  more  cordiality,  and  our  example  will  commend  itself 
to  all  the  other  counties  in  the  Stata  In  that  way  we  can  have 
fifty  thousand  bayonets  for  our  protection  without  any  aid  or 
interference  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  except  the  appoint- 
ment of  marshals.  For  such  a  favor  a  man  must  be  wanting 
very  much  in  patriotism  and  State  pride  who  would  hesitate  to 
have  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent  added  to  his  taxation.  If  we  are 
to  have  a  fishmonger,  or  debauchee,  or  canting  hypocrites,  or  a 
usurper  for  our  President,  it  must  be  a  great  relief  to  have  State 
bayonets  used  for  our  subjugation,  rather  than  those  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Florida,  Or^on,  or  Chinese  or  negroes. 

September  27th,  1879. 
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THE  ISSUE  THEN  AND  NOW. 


-♦«♦> 


Boscoe  ConkliDg,  in  his  late  speech,  said :  "  It  was  tlie  dogma 
Vof  States  rights  that  had  drenched  our  land  in  blood  and 
'^  draped  it  in  mourning,  and  the  same  heresy  now  uplifts  itself 
^'  and  grasps  for  dominion."  This  sentiment  is  indorsed  bj  the 
whole  subsidized  Bepublican  press  ;  and  the  question  need  not 
be  asked  what  was  the  issue  in  our  late  civil  war,  and  what  u 
the  politcal  issue  now  between  the  Bepublican  and  Democratic 
parties  ?  The  issue  then  and  now,  as  admitted  bj  Bepublicans, 
is  whether  States  should  be  sovereign  over  their  civil  and  indus- 
trial interests,  with  the  Government  confined  to  its  commercial 
and  diplomatic  prerogatives,  or  whether  we  should  have  a  recon- 
Btructed  Government,  consisting  of  a  sovereign  President  with 
his  bayonets.  Whether  States  should  have  sovereignty  and 
jurisdiction  over  their  territory,  as  expressed  in  the  act  of  Mas- 
sachusetts conveying  Boston  Corner,  and  that  of  Vermont  con- 
veying a  part  of  the  town  of  Fair  Haven  to  the  State  of  New 
York,  or  whether  the  whole  of  the  United  States  should  be 
under  a  Government  consisting  of  a  King  and  his  army.  The 
act  of  Massachusetts  was  before  the  war,  and  that  of  Vermont 
long  years  since,  and  it  is  most  remarkable  that  those  Bepubli- 
can States  had  not  discovered  that  the  doctrine  of  sovereignty 
and  jurisdiction  in  States  was  a  heresy. 

If  we  are  to  have  such  reconstructed  Government,  it  is  little 
material  who  we  are  to  have  as  King.  Whether  we  are  to  have 
him  who  is  a  prince  among  fishmongers,  or  him  who  glories  in 
his  own  shame,  or  him  who  is  a  fugitive  debauchee,  or  one  of 
those  canting  hypocrites  with  Credit  Mobiliernotorieties,  or  him 
who  caused  an  innocent  woman  to  be  hung  in  order  to  conceal 
the  great  crime  of  his  associates,  or  him  who  had  to  interpose 
his  title  as  foreign  minister  to  avoid  being  in  the  custody  of  a 
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constable,  or  one  of  the  late  cabinet  ministers  or  Senators  who  are, 
or  ought  to  be,  in  penitentiaries,  or  him  who  was  the  author  of 
the  Massachusetts  Emigrant  Aid  Society,  the  gi^eatest  swindle  of 
the  day,  or  him  who  was  the  author  of  the  reconstruction  policy 
which,  according  to  the  declaration  of  Alexander  Hamilton, 
could  not  prevail  till  the  wh6le  American  people  were  robbed  of 
their  liberties,  or  him  who  has  been  the  immortal  usurper  of  the 
Presidential  chair,  or  him  who,  after  having  his  hand  in  the 
National  Treasury  for  a  few  years,  was  enabled  with  a  retinue 
to  rival  princes  in  gorgeous  expenditures  all  over  the  world,  and 
who,  having  been  raised  from  the  tan-yard  to  the  Presidential 
chair,  became,  as  might  have  been  exp^ted,  the  most  subservi- 
ent tool  of  knaves. 

If  bayonet  rule  is  made  to  prevail,  instead  of  selecting  such 
men  as  were  the  makers  of  the  Federal  Constitution  and  the 
authors  of  the  compromise  of  1850,  who  were  pure  above  the 
inventive  ingenuity  of  the  subsidisjed  press  to  impugn.  Republi- 
cans would  select  as  their  standard  bearer  one  of  those  to  whom 
I  have  alluded,  or  one  who  shall  exceed  them  in  cunning  rascal- 
ity. What  else  could  be  expected  from  a  party  founded  upon 
corruption  ?  They  have  ever  been  profuse  in  their  promises, 
and  have  falsified  them  all.  When,  in  1860,  the  expenses  of 
the  Government  was  only  sixty  millions  of  dollars  annually, 
they  called  it  extravagance  and  promised  reform ;  and,  after 
getting  the  power,  they  raised  those  expenses  and  their  contin- 
gents to  over  three  hundred  millions,  and  all  other  expenses  in 
the  same  proportion.  Having  filled  all  official  positions  with 
knaves,  they  have  for  years  promised  civil  service  reform  and 
have  only  increased  in  rascality.  And  they  have  given  up  the 
ballot-box  in  despair  to  be  festered  with  corruption,  because 
they  failed  to  get  a  superannuated  old  man  to  provide  them  with 
a  subject  for  prosecution,  or  because  "  the  Distiict  Attorney 
walked  arm-in-arm  with  a  witness."  They  promised  to  promote 
the  industry  of  the  country,  and  yet  by  their  policy  they  have 
thrown  the  commerce  of  the  country  into  foreign  ships,  and 
prostrated  agriculture  even  in  the  midst  of  those  establish- 
ments which  were  to  be  the  instruments  for  fulfilUng  their 
promisea 
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The  coming  election  may  be  decisive  of  our  fate.  Let,  then,' 
every  one  realize  when  casting  his  vote  that  the  issue  is  whether 
we  shall  have  such  a  Government  as  was  made  by  the  associ- 
ates of  a  Washington  and  a  Jefferson  in  1787  and  affimed  by 
the  associates  of  a  Clay  and  Webster  in  1850,  or  a  bayonet  rale 
Government  conceived  and  patronized  by  the  associates  of  John 
Sherman. 

September  29th,  1879. 
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TREASON  IN  NEW  ENGLAND. 


In  the  war  of  1812,  Massachusetts  made  common  cause  with 
the  enemy.  In  pnrsait  of  that  object  her  Governor  called  an  extra 
session  of  the  Legislature,  which  assembled  on  the  8th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1814,  and  their  only  business,  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Governor,  was  to  appoint  delegates  and  invite 
a  Convention  of  States  for  the  purpose  of  reconstructing  the 
Government  under  an  amended  Constitution.  Such  Convention 
assembled  at  Hartford  on  the  15th  of  December  of  that  yean 
The  only  known  action  of  that  Convention  was  to  pass  seven 
articles  amendatory  of  that  Constitution,  the  sixth  of  which 
was  as  follows : — 

"  No  person,  who  shall  be  hereafter  naturalized,  shall  hold  an^r  civil  office 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  or  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member 
of  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives." 

The  war  having  been  brought  to  a  close  during  the  action  of 
that  Convention,  it  dispersed  after  apologizing  and  throwing  the 
responsibility  of  their  action  upon  Massachusetts  and  the  Legis- 
latures appointing  them.  No  action  has  ever  been  taken  upon 
those  articles ;  but  by  creating  hatred  and  discoid  between  the 
States  and  people  and  by  dividing  parties,  Massachusetts,  for 
thirty-five  years,  convulsed  the  nation  and  robbed  the  treasury 
of  millions  of  dollars  annually  under  the  name*  of  bounties, 
drawbacks  and  protective  tarifb.  In  order  to  put  a  stop  to 
those  robberies  and  establish  harmony  among  the  States  and  peo- 
ple, the  compromise  of  1850  was  made  by  the  action  of  the 
leading  men  of  all  parties  existing  at  the  tima  In  opposition 
to  that  6ompromise,  Massachusetts  commenced  the  conception 
of  a  new  party  in  1854.  It  was  bom  in  1855  under  the  name  of 
"  Know  Nothing."  Its  leaders  denounced  the  Constitution  as  a 
''  covenant  with  hell,"  and  the  national  banner  as  *^  hates  polluted 
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rag ;"  and  their  furiously  avowed  principle  was  the  deprivation 
of  naturalized  foreigners  and  Catholics  of  the  exercise  of  all 
civil  and  political  prerogatives. 

In  1856  they  assumed  the  name  of  "  Republicans."  Of  the 
eighty-six  members  of  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  organiztion  in  the 
town  of  Hillsdale,  twenty-five  are  living  there  and  constitute  the 
leaders  of  the  Republican  party  ;  twenty-eight  have  removed, 
being  Republicans  elsewhere ;  twenty-eight  have  died  being 
members  of  the  Republican  party ;  and  five  renounced  their 
Republicanism,  and  all  but  one  are  living.  By  continuing 
to  create  dissensions  among  the  States  and  people,  and  by 
dividing  parties.  Republicans  got  possession  pf  the  sword 
and  purse  of  the  nation  in  1861,  and  in  violation  of  all  constitu- 
tional provisions  commenced  a  civil  war,  and  claim  by  the  issue 
they  made  in  that  war  and  its  results,  that  our  Government  is 
reconstructed,  consisting  of  a  President  and  his  bayonets — and 
this  issue  is  in  a  few  weeks  to  be  settled  at  the  polls.  In  this 
contest  Republicans  are  arrayed  on  the  one  side,  backed  by  the 
untaxed  wealth  of  the  nation  which  their  policy  has  thrown  into 
their  hands,  and  by  all  the  most  desirable  of  the  public  domain, 
and  by  a  President  not  elected  by  the  people,  with  his  hundred 
thousand  ofiiceholders  under  extortionate  salaries,  and  by  a  sub- 
sidized press,  and  a  ballot-box  which  their  wealth  has  enabled 
them  to  corrupt  On  the  other  side  is  arrayed  the  Democracy, 
with  nothing  but  their  principles  for  their  support 

In  that  contest  will  that  Democracy  suffer  itself  to  be  divided 
through  the  influence  of  men  who  are  doubtless  hired  to  pro-  I 
duce  dissensions  among  them  ?  Will  not  naturalized  citizens 
stand  by  the*  Democracy  in  this  contest?  Will  not  farmers 
stand  by  the  Democracy  in  this  contest,  when  they  must  be 
aware  that  it  is  Republican  policy  that  has  reduced  their  farms 
one-half  in  value,  and  will  continue  in  such  reduction  if  that 
policy  shall  continue  to  prevail?  Will  not  commercial  men 
stand  by  the  Democracy  in  this  contest,  when  they  know  that 
it  is  Republican  policy  that  has  thrown  that  commerce  into 
foreign  ships  ?  Will  not  laboring  men  stand  by  the  Democracy 
in  this  contest,  when  they  must  know  that  it  is  Republican  policy 
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that  has  thrown  millions  of  them  out  of  employment,  and  if  that 
policy  shall  continue  to  prevail  they  will  soon  have  to  compete 
with  Chinamen  who  work  for  a  trifle  and  live  on  rats  ?  Will 
not  tax-payers  stand  by  the  Democracy  in  this  contest,  when  they 
must  know  that  it  is  Republican  policj^  that  has  increased  their 
taxes  four- fold,  and  will  continue  to  increase  them  if  they  shall  tri- 
umph at  the  election  ?  Will  not  clergymen  stand  by  the  Demo- 
cracy, who  believe  that  it  is  our  duty  to  love  our  enemies  and  not 
to  stir  up  strife  between  the  States  and  the  people,  and  who  do 
not  believe  that  civil  war  is  **  unspeakably  glorious  "  and  an 
evidence  that  "  Christ  is  about  to  establish  his  kingdom  upon 
the  earth"?  Will  not  all  intelligent  editors,  who  are  not  sub- 
sidized, sustain  the  Democracy  ?  And  will  not  all  stand  by  the 
Democracy  who  believe  that  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
York  are  competent  to  be  sovereign  over  all  their  civil  and  in- 
dustrial interests,  and  who  are  opposed  to  having  the  people  df 
Massachusetts  and  Oregon  and  Florida  control  their  interests 
through  the  bayonets  of  a  usurper  ? 
October  1st,  1879. 
51 
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OUR  NATIONAL  RESOURCES. 


How    they   are   Stultified   by  Republican 

Policy.- 


Nature  has  made  provisions  to  enable  tlie  people  of  the 
United  States  to  exceed  all  others  in  every  branch  of  human 
fndustry.  The  fisheries  of  New  England  are  the  bes.t  in  the 
world,  and  their  sui)erior  water  power  and  the  intelligence,  inge- 
nuity and  enterprise  of  the  people  qualify  them  to  exceed  all 
others  in  mechanical  and  manufacturing  industry.  The  soil  and 
climate  of  the  Southern  Atlantic  States  enable  them  to  exceed 
all  others  in  the  growth  of  rice,  cotton  and  trop'ical  fruits.  In 
fact  the  long  staple  cottoi^  one  of  the  most  important  agricul- 
tural productions,  cannot  be  grown  elsewhere.  The  vast  extent 
and  fertility  of  soil  and  thousands  of  miles  of  navigable  rivers, 
enable  the  Mississippi  valley  to  exceed  all  others  in  the  growing 
of  wheat  and  other  of  the  most  valuable  agricultural  produc- 
tions. The  vast  Pacific  slope,  with  its  climate,  warm  in  winter 
and  cool  in  summer,  is  unsurpassed  in  many  agricultural  pro- 
ductions, and  exceeds  all  other  countries  in  its  mineral  produc- 
tions, and  its  location  gives  it  unequaled  facilities  for  commerce 
with  Asia  and  the  islands  in  the  Pacific  ocean.  While  the  Mid- 
dle States  exceed  all  others  in  the  variety  of  agricultural  pro- 
ductions, their  central  location,  temperature  of  climate,  superior 
hai'bors  and  facility  of  communication  with  all  the  other  States 
qualify  them  to  exceed  all  others  in  the  commercial  intercourse 
with  the  world. 

Left  to  the  natural  laws  of  trade,  the  prosperity  of  each  of 
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these  industries  contribute  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
all.  Left  to  the  natural  laws  of  trade,  each  and  all  of  these 
industries  will  be  as  sure  to  prosper  as  water  is  to  find  its  leveL 
The  least  national  artificial  interference  with  any  of  these  indus- 
tries will  derange  the  industry  of  all  and  be  specially  injurious 
to  the  commerce  and  miscellaneous  agricultural  interests  of  the 
Middle  States.  This  national  interference  has  long  been  the 
object  and  desire  of  the  people  of  Massachusetta  By  bounties, 
drawbacks  and  enormous  discriminating  duties  upon  imports, 
they  have  laid  all  others  under  contribution  to  themselves,  and 
have  therebv  absorbed*  the  wealth  of  the  nation  with  the  most 
Valuable  portion  of  the  public  domain.  By  fomenting  hatred 
between  the  States,  they  have  involved  them  in  civil  war  and 
have  created  debts  of  which  they,  to  a  great  extent,  are  the  hold- 
ers of  many  thousands  of  millions  of  dollars,  and,  by  their  pol- 
icy, have  thrown  the  weight  of  the  payment  of  tliose  debts  upon 
the  agricultural  industry,  and  thereby  from  a  first  they  have 
reduced  it  to  a  second  rate  interest,  and  to  sink  still  lower  unless 
that  selfish  New  England  policy  shall  be  abandoned. 

The  domestic  and  foreign  commerce  of  the  country  should 
naturally  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Middle  States,  but  the  policy  of 
New  England  has  thrown  it  into  other  hands,  nominally  that  of 
other  nations,  but  perhaps  actually  into  those  of  New  England, 
From  policy  the  national  indebtedness  was  nominally  in  other 
hands,  but  the  silver  bill  showed  it  to  be  in  those  of  New 
England-  For  long  years  the  African  slave-trade  was  made  to 
appear  to  be  in  other  hands,  when  a  little  examination  showed 
it  to  be  in  those  of  New  England,  and  there  can  scarcely  be  a 
doubt  that  the  commerce  of  the  country,  which  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Middle  States  but  which  is,  apparently,  in  the 
hands  of  foreigners,  is  actually  owned  by  the  people  of  the  New 
England  States.  The  people  of  the  Middle  States,  having  thus 
lost  their  commerce,  are  rapidly  losing  all  the  benefits  of  their 
agricultural  facilities.  Instead  of  exchanging  the  miscellaneous 
agricultural  products  for  the  manufactured  products  of  New 
England,  through  false  invoices  and  an  illicit  trade  the  manu- 
facturers of  New  England  procure  a  large  amount  of  their  agri-  ' 
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ctdtural  products  from  the  people  of  Canada,  and  also  to  pay  id 
the  products  of  the  Southern  Atlantic  States  and  the  WesI 
Indies.  It  is  the  same  illicit  trade  by  which  they  have  for  all 
time  carried  on  the  African  slave-trade,  and  trade  with  the  Con* 
federate  States  during  the  civil  war,  using  the  Bermuda  Lslandd 
as  the  base  of  theil"  operations.  The  settled  portion  of  Uppef 
Canada  exceeds  in  extent  New  York  and  all  New  England,  and 
is  in  the  same  latitude  with  them,  and  is  unsurpassed  in  fer- 
tility, and,  by  way  of  the  lakes  and  the  Welland  canal  and  the 
St  Lawrence  river^  is  easily  accessable  to  the  harbors  of  New 
Englandi.  One-half  of  the  agricultural  exports  of  our  country 
are  from  the  Southern  States,  and  one-fourth  are  the  products  of 
the  Mississippi  valley,  while  the  exports  from  the  Middle  States 
Ere  burdened  by  a  duty  of  fifty  per  cent  on  the  imports  taken  in 
exchange.  Thus  curtailed  in  their  domestic  market  and  bur 
dened  in  their  foreign  market,  it  cannot  be  surprising  that  their 
lands  have  shrunk  one-half  in  value,  and  those  farmers  who 
&re  in  debt  are  standing  on  the  brink  of  rurn.  Unless  this  New 
England  Republican  financial  policy  shall  soon  be  changed,  a 
still  greater  ruin  is  impending  over  the  farmers  of  the  Middle 
States. 

In  retaliation  for  the  high  duties  imposed  upon  im'ports,  Euro- 
pean governments  arc  threatening  to  impose  increased  duties 
upon  the  agricultural  exports  of  the  States,  and  the  sagacious 
Lord  Beaconsfield  is  taking  measures  to  vastly  increase  the  abil- 
ity of  Upper  Canada  to  supply  the  markets  of  the  World  with 
surplus  agricultural  productions.  A  section  of  that  territory 
extending  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  being  in  the  samie  latitude  with 
the  State  of  New  York  and  exceeding  in  quantity  the  whole 
United  States  at  the  time  the  Union  Was  formed,  is  just  about  to 
be  thrown  open  to  settlement  and  cultivation.  Unsurpassed  in 
fertility^  it  is  easily  accessable  to  the  Atlantic  ocean  atid  the 
head  waters  of  the  Mississippi ;  and,  having  superior  facilities 
for  their  harbors  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  being  free  from  that 
burden  of  taxation  which  is  overwhelming  the  people  of  the 
States,  and  having  their  imports  free  from  duty  which  are  taken 
in  exchange  for  their  exports,  their  competition  will  sink  the 
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farmers  o{  the  Middle  States  permanently  to  a  mach  lower  state 
than  they  have  yet  arrived  at 

To  be  assured  of  the  facts  I  have  here  suggested,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  read  the  speech  of  Lord  Beaconsfield,  delivered  at 
Aylsbury,  in  England,  on  the  18th  of  September  last  To  avert 
these  oonsequences  the  duties  upon  imports  should  immediately 
be  reduced  to  the  lowest  revenue  standard,  and  the  payment  of 
oar  national  debt  be  imposed  upon  the  incomes  of  those  whose 
enormous  wealth  has  been  the  fruit  of  the  past  wicked  Bepubli- 
can  policy.  Of  course  Republicans  will  fight  such  an  arrange- 
ment to  the  bitter  end,  and  will  lavish  their  millions  in  corrupt- 
ing the  ballot-box.  To  that  end  tbey  have  already  convulsed 
the  Tammany  society,  and  have  got  up  the  Greenback  party, 
the  greatest  humbug  of  the  day.  They  resort  to  these  means  to 
prevent  the  intelligence  of  the  country  from  giving  the  Democ- 
racy the  ascendency,  and  thereby  restoring  national  prosperity, 

October  3rd,  1879. 
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REPUBLICAN    INSPIRATION. 


"  Their  lots  forbade,  nor  circamscribed  alone 

Their  growing  virtues,  but  their  crimes  confined  ; 
Forbade  to  wade  througli  slaughter  to  a  throne, 
And  shut  the  gates  of  mercj  on  mankind." 

Wendell  Philips  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Eepublican 
party,  and  he  says  of  it  that  "  no  party  has  ever  before  fallen  to 
"  such  deptlis  of  disgrace,"  and  it  is  his  opinion  that  "  the  fault  is 
"  one-third  ignorance  and  two-thirds  knavery."  If  Mr.  Philips 
or  any  other  man  thinks  that  the  slave  question  had  anything 
to  do  honestly  in  the  formation  of*  the  Republican  party,  he 
must  either  be  most  profoundly  ignorant  or  more  than  two-thirds 
a  knave.  If  he  thinks  now  that  any  regard  for  the  negro  or  any 
principle  of  humanity  is  an  inspiration  of  the  Republican  party, 
he  must  be  most  profoundly  igjiorant  If  he  thjnks  that  a  love 
for  the  Union  under  the  Constitution  was  ever  an  inspiration  of 
the  Republican  party,  he  must  be  most  profoundly  ignorant "  It 
he  desires  to  preserve  the  Union  under  the  John  Sherman  recon- 
struction policy,  he  must  be  more  than  two- thirds  a  knave.  If 
every  one  of  the  1,800,000  in  1860,  who  gave  their  votes  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  were  not  lovers  of  the  Union  under  the  CSon- 
stitution,  they  were  either  knaves  or  fools.  No  one  will  dispute 
that  the  1,300,000,  who  gave  their  votes  for  Stephen  A.  Douglass, 
were  lovers  of  Constitutional  Union,  as  were  also  the  800,000 
Whigs,  who  gave  their  votes  for  John  BelL  If  any  one  ever 
supposed  that  these  3,900,000  voters  were  opposed  to  Constu- 
tional  Union,  they  must  have  been  most  profoundly  ignorant 
If  any  one  did  not  know  that  of  the  700,000,  who  gave  their 
votes  for  Mr.  Breckenridge,  one-half  were  opposed  to  secession, 
and  those  who  favored  secession  did  so  because  Benjamin  F. 
Butler  and  Caleb  Cashing  made  them  think  that  their  constitu- 
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tional  rights  were  in  danger,  were  inexcusably  ignorant  Any 
men  who  do  not  know  these  facts  are  most  profoundly  ignorant. 
And  now  I  can  most  heartily  concur  with  Wendell  Philips  that 
any  one  who  has  a  knowledge  of  these  facts  and  can  favor  John 
Sherman's  reconstruction  policy,  either  as  a  Roscoe  Conkling 
stalwart  or  a  Rutherford  B.  Haves  conservative,  is  a  most  con- 
summate  knava  Any  man  that  does  not  know  that  avarice 
and  not  humanity  has  been  the  inspiration  of  the  Republican 
party  must  now  be  most  profoundly  ignorant  If  kowing 
that  fact  they  still  support  the  Republican  party,  they  are 
knaves. 

The  Boston  rum-distillers  who,  with  the  Lowell  shoddyites 
were  the  founders  of  the  Republican  party,  knew  the  horrid  suf- 
ferings they  had  been  producing  in  the  African  slavc-trada 
They  knew,  also,  the  sufferings  on  hundreds  of  battle-fields  pro- 
duced by  their  refusing  to  hold  the  usual  intercourse  of  war  with 
their  opponents  for  fear  that  by  so  doing  they  might  commit 
themselves  to  an  acknowledgment  of  belligerent  war,  and  there- 
by put  to  hazard  their  policy  of  a  Reconstructed  Union  at  which 
they  were  all  along  aiming.  In  favor  of  that  special  object  they 
did  not  hesitate  to  leave  twenty  and  thirty  thousand  slaughtered 
bodies  for  days  and  days,  and  in  many  instances  for  all  time,  to 
suffer  and  die,  exceeding  anything  before  known  even  among 
barbariana 

For  one  moment  let  us  call  to  mind  the  horrid  scene  of  such 
a  field  Among  those  suffering  thousands  a  few  hours  would 
produce  fever  and  that  burning  thurst,  which  is  the  most  excru- 
ciating of  suffering,  and  the  cry  of  **  O !  give  me  drink !  give 
me  drink  1"  would  be  raised  by  thousands  of  voices.  When 
expired  hours  and  days  had  caused  commencing  mortification  t<> 
allay  that  fever  and  relieve  that  thirst,  the  cry  would  be :  **  O  ! 
give  me  food  !  give  me  food !"  Such  were  the  scenes  described 
by  Boyd,  Winters  and  others,  of  the  scene  on  the  battle-field  of 
Manassas,  nine  miles  long  and  three  miles  wide.  It  is  in  proof 
that  after  that  exhibit  of  Boyd,  Wiutera  and  others,  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  allow  reports  to  be  made  from  the  battle-fields. 
Such  is  the  price  paid  for  the  purpose  of  changing  Constitutional 
Union  for  bayonet  rule. 
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llepublicans  do  not  rely  upon  the  intelligence  of  the  people  to 
perfect  their  bayonet  rule  at  electionSy  but  they  seek  success  first 
through  a  corrupted  ballot-box,  next  by  hiring  demagogues  to 
divide  the  Democratic  party,  and,  lastly,  by  getting  up  the  hum- 
bug Greenback  party  who,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  picture  of 
their  standard  bearer,  are  rich  in  cheek  but  scant  in  braina  As 
I  hope  for  Divine  favor,  I  say  it  that  we  shall  never  be  a  free 
and  prosperous  peoj^le  unless  Republican  policy  shall  be  entirely 
put  down  in  this  country.  And  I  trust  that  through  Divine  aid 
the  honest  intelligence  of  men  of  all  parties  will  induce  them  to 
unite  in  restoring  the  States  to  their  most  perfect  sovereignty 
over  their  civil  and  industrial  interests,  and  in  confining  the 
General  Government  strictly  to  its  commercial  and  diplomatic 
prerogatives,  and  to  never  allow  it  again  to  interfere  with  the 
industrial  interests  of  the  country  or  to  seek  to  burden  one  dass 
of  people  for  the  purpose  of  bestowing  bounties  upon  otherSi  or 
to  pursue  a  policy  by  which  one  class  of  people  have  to  bear  aU 
the  burdens  of  the  Government,  and  by  which  the  few  are  made 
enormously  rich  while  the  many  are  doomed  to  abject  poverty. 
As  I  hope  for  Divine  favor  I  believe  that  the  fishing,  ram-distil- 
ling and  manufacturii^  interests  of  Massachusetts;  in  order  to 
procure  the  power  permantly  to  tax  all  other  interests  for  their 
own  benefit,  would  not  hesitate  to  wade  through  slaugh- 
ter to  a  throne  and  to  shut  the  gates  of  mercy  on  mankind. 

October  6th,  1879, 
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.  The  clerical  resolution  of  1863  that  read  as  follows :  "  We 
'*  are  the  choice  and  chosen  instruments  for  the  establishment  of 
"  Christ's  Kingdom  upon  the  earth/*  has  proved  to  be  prophetic. 
That  Kingdom  is  not  only  coming,  but  it  is  hera  If  anyone 
has  doubts  upon  the  subject,  let  them  read  the  borrowed  article 
in  the  office-holders*  organ  of  the  2d  of  October  inst  By  it 
they  will  learn  that  that  glorious  consummation  is  the  fruit  of 
the  Republican  party.  It  says :  "  It  was  bom  in  1854,  and  has 
'^accomplished  a  grander  work  than  any  other  party  in  any 
"  number  of  years.  It  saved  the  Union,  which  is  an  imperish- 
"  able  glory.  It  created  enormous  armies  and  a  currency,  and 
•*  carried  to  success  the  grandest  war,  and  made  the  Republic  the 
"  most  powerful  and  strongly-armed  nation  of  the  world.  Its 
"  acts  of  imperishable  glory  will  grow  brighter  and  brighter  in 
"history  so  long  as  history  exists.  It  gave  to  the  Republic 
"  Abraham  Lincoln,  an  equal  with  Washington,  and  Ulyses  S. 
"  Grant,  the  greatest  American  and  the  most  renowned  warrior, 
"  and  has  marvelously  developed  our  industries.  Its  beneficent 
"  influence  is  plainly  evident  everywhere.  It  is  in  all  the  breath 
"of  American  fame,  in  the  very  soul  of  American  glory.  Its 
"  honor  is  the  noblest  part  of  American  history  to  endure  for- 
"  ever  as  a  part  of  glorious  memory." 

If  that  had  been  written  by  Anna  Royal,  or  Brick  Pomeroy,  or 
the  editor  of  the  old  Albany  Microscope^  it  would  have  been  con- 
sidered among  the  richest  of  their  attempts  at  ridicula  IIow 
astonished  President  Hayes  must  be  at  this  glorious  consumma- 
tion at  the  very  time  he  has  been  making  such  loud  professions 
for  civil  service  reform,  and  such  gigantic  efforts  to  establish 
bayonet  rule  in  this  country.  How  jistonished  every  stalwart 
Republican  must  be  when  they  have  been  making  such  loud 
52 
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complaints  that  the  iron  heel  had  been  raised  from  the  becks  of 
prostrate  States.  How  it  must  astonish  the  two  millions  of 
laborers  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  the  tax-payer  when  it 
takes  one-half  his  hard  earnings  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  col- 
lector, and  the  commercial  man  who  has  to  freight  in  foreign 
ships,  and  the  farmer  who  has  no  surplus  earnings  to  pay  the 
interest  on  the  smallest  debt  How  it  must  astonish  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Massachusetts  Legislative  Bureau  who  have  pub- 
lished to  the  world  that  "wickedness  and  crime  is  rampant 
**  everywhere  in  our  country,"  and  that  "  an  honest  man  in 
"  office  is  a  great  rarity."  How  it  must  astonish  Wendell  Phil- 
ips, one  of  the  founders  of  the  Republican  party,  when  he  had 
just  been  publishing  to  the  world  that  the  Republican  party  had 
"  fallen  to  a  greater  depth  of  disgrace  than  any  other  party  in 
" history,"  and  that  "its  fault  consisted  in  one-third  ignorance 
"  and  two-thirds  knavery." 
October  8th,  1879. 
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"  With  thrilling  fife  and  pealing  dmm. 
With  crashing  horn,  they  come,  they  come. 
They  come,  they  come,  they  come, 
They  come,  they  come,  they  come. 
We  see  them  on  their  winding  way. 
Amid  their  ranks  the  moonbeams  play." 

In  1612,  with  less  than  seven  millions  of  white  population  and 
in  resources  ^nd  commerce  comparatively  poor,  the  United 
States,  in  defence  of  her  dearest  interests,  entered  into  a  war 
with  tbe  mightiest  nation  of  the  world,  and  brought  it  to  a  glo- 
rious issue  notwithstanding  Massachusetts  was  in  alliance  with 
the  eoemy.  Now,  with  fifty  millions  of  people  and  with  wealth 
and  commerce  scarcely  second  to  any  nation  in  the  world,  we 
are  rnaking  great  military  displays  and  preparations — drilling 
troops  and  building  armories.  A  vast  ocean  separates  us  from 
other  nations,  and  all  nations  have  a  deep  interest  in  being  at 
paftce  with  us.  We  have  no  controversy  with  any  of  them,  and 
without  any  previous  preparation  we  have  no  cause  to  fear  them 

«  * 

nil  combined.  Then  why  all  this  military  preparation  and  dis- 
play? The  answer  is  plain.  It  is  to  convert  a  Cpnstitutional 
Union  of  States  into  an  Unconstitutional  Union  of  States.  It 
is  to  change  a  Union  of  friendship  into  a  Union  of  force.  It  is 
to  change  a  Union  of  common  and  reciprocal  interests  into  a 
Union  in  which  certain  sections  and  interests  are  plundered  for 
the  benefit  of  other  sections  and  interests.  It  is  to  change  a 
Union  where  industry  and  economy  secures  prosperity  to  all, 
into  a  Union  in  which  the  few  in  indolence  may  become  enor- 
mously rich,  and  th^  many,  however  industrious,  must  be 
doomed  to  abject  poverty.  It  is  to  change  a  Government  base<l 
upon  pure  and  intelligent  suffrages,  into  one  based  upon  bayonets 
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and  a  corrupted  ballot-box.  It  is  to  divert  public  attention 
from  the  mighty  important  pending  issues,  and  to  excite  popu- 
lar enthusiasm  in  iavor  of  the  tlirilling  fife  and  pealing  drum 
and  crashing  horn. 

Napoleon  Bonaparte,  the  greatest  warrior  of  the  world,  said 
the  most  horrible  sight  was  the  battle-field  of  a  defeated  army, 
and  the  next  most  horrible  sight  was  the  battle-field  of  a  victo- 
rious army.  The  gallant  Commodore  Brainbridge  said,  "  if  that 
captured  ship  {Confidence)  looks  more  horrible  than  my  victorious 
shij)  {Saratoga)^  I  do  not  want  to  go  on  board  of  it"  Let,  then,  the 
intelligent  people  of  this  country  rather  turn  their  attention  to 
those  battle-fields  on  which,  in  pursuit  of  a  Reconstructed 
Union,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  slaughtered  victims  were  n^* 
lected  to  suffer  and  die,  rather  than  be  diverted  from  the  most 
important  duty  of  their  lives  by  the  thrilling  fifff  and  pealing 
drum  and  crashing  horn.  Let  them  consider  those  battle-fields, 
and  then  turn  to  the  ample  proofs  that  though  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  nominally  responsible  for  them,  he  was  not  the  actual 
author  of  them,  and  sacritited  his  life  in  trying  to  atone  for 
them.  Let  them  look  at  those  battle-fields  and  realize  that 
knaves  were  the  actual  authors  of  them,  and  that  those  knaves 
are  now  seeking  bayonet  rule  to  consummate  their  final  triumph. 
Let  them  realize  that  if  the  Democracy  is  stricken  down  in  the 
coming  elections,  hope  will  bid  farewell  to. the  world,  and  free* 
dom  will  give  her  final  shriek. 

October  11th,  1879. 
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His  Connection  with  the  Republican  Party. 


"  The  Repablican  partj  gave  to  the  Republic  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  will 
forever  share  Washington's  fame  for  the  purity  of  his  patriotism  and  great- 
ties  in  statesmanship.  That  is  another  imperishable  glorj,  the  like  of  which 
no  other  political  party  has  achieved. " 

The  foregoing  is  copied  from  a  borrowed  "  editorial  "  in  the 
Coluitlbia  Republican  of  the  2d  October  inst  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
a  man  of  great  good-nature,  of  kindly  disposition  and  of  humble 
origin,  with  limited  education,  but  possessed  of  talents  consider- 
ably above  mediocrity.  He  was  a  sincere  friend  of  the  Union  of 
the  States  under  the  Constitution,  with  the  States  sovereign 
over  all  their  internal  interests ;  and,  also,  in  imitation  of  the 
fathers  of  the  American  Revolution,  he  believed  thaj  the  States 
had  a  right  to  withdraw  from  the  Union  when  a  majority  of 
their  people  conceived  that  their  interests  would  be  promoted 
by  such  withdrawal.  In  other  words,  in  principle  he  was  in  the 
strongest  sense  a  secessionist  This  is  his  language  delivered 
in  Congress  on  the  12th  of  January,  1848,  the  President's  mes- 
sage being  under  consideration  : — 

"  It  is  a  most  sacred  right  of  a  people  if  thej  have  it  Government  they  do 
not  like,  to  shake  it  off,  and  in  the  exercise  of  that  right  the  Texans  have 
shaken  off  the  Mexican  yoke."— Irt  /Session  9fHh  Congress,  Congressional 
Qlobe^  page  155. 

When  inaugurated  in  Marcl^  1861,  he  believed  that  the  Gov- 
ernment had  no  right  to  erect  a  fort  within  the  limits  of  a  State 
till  it  had  obtained  the  consent  of  the  State  Legislature  to  do  so, 
as  had  been  practiced  in  all  our  history ;  and  when  so  erected 
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tlie  Government  had  no  rights'over  that  fort  except  sucli  as  were 
granted  to  it  by  the  act  of  the  State  Legislature.  Under  this 
belief  he  considered  South  Carolina  to  be  entitled  to  the  posses- 
sion of  Fort  Sumter  at  all  times  except  for  the  defence  of  Charles- 
ton during  a  foreign  war ;  and  on  the  12th  of  March,  1861,  he, 
with  the  approbation  of  his  Cabinet,  sent  assurance  to  the 
Southern  Commissioners  that  Fort  Sumter  would  be  evacuated 
by  the  Government  troops  in  less  than  ten  days,  which  of  course 
would  have  left  all  questions  between  the  Government  and  the 
States  to  be  settled  by  diplomacy^  legislation  and  the  courts. 
From  that  period  Abraham  Lincoln  ceased  to  be  responsible, 
except  nominally,  for  any  action  of  the  Government,  such 
responsibility  having  passed  into  the  hands  of  seven  State  Gov* 
ernors,  with  John  A.  Andrew,  of  Massachusetts,  at  their  head. 
They  having  the  sword  and  pursd  of  the  nation  in  their  bands, 
and  professing  to  believe  that  the  Constitution  was  a  covenant 
with  hell,  plunged  into  the  civil  war  without  any  regard  to  con- 
stitutional provisions.  These  violations  of  the  Constution  placed 
Mr.  Lincoln  in  their  power  during  his  whole  term  of  offica 
They  thus  posses8ed  all  the  power,  and  being  free  from  respon- 
sibility, will  account  for  all  the  horrors  of  the  four  8\^cceeding 
years. 

When  elected  for  a  second  term  Mr.  Lincoln  was  beyond  their 
power,  and  he  determined  as  far  as  possible  to  atone  for  the  past 
lie  accordingly  scut  Francis  Blair  to  Richmond  to  invite  the 
appointment  of  Commissioners  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace, 
and  he,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Seward,  met  those  Commissioners 
on  shipboard  in  Hampton  Roads  on  the  3rd  of  February,  1865. 
Mr.  Lincoln's  proposition  to  resU^re  the  Union  under  the  Con- 
stitution was  acceded  to  by  the  Commissioners,  but  Congress  had 
passed  an  act  abolishing  slavery  in  the  States,  which  the  Com- 
missioners did  not  feel  themselves  authorized  to  accept.  There- 
fore the  question  was  left  open  for  the  Southern  armies  to  sur- 
render upon  the  conditions  proposed  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  leaving 
the  question  of  slavery  under  that  act  of  Congress  to  be  settled 
by  the  courts.  With  that  understanding  General  Robert  R 
Lee  sent  a  communication  to  General  Grant  proposing  a  sur- 
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render,  whicli  communication  General  Grant  forwarded  to  the 
Government  at  Washington,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  3rd  of 
March,  Mr.  Lincoln  signified  to  his  Cabinet  that  the  terms  of 
Burrender  should  be  the  restoration  of  the  Union  under  the  Con- 
stitution and  oblivion  for  the  past  At  that  announcement  Mr. 
Stanton  arose,  and  with  much  violence  said  to  the  President : 
"  If  that  is  your  policy,  you  had  better  never  be  inaugurated." 
The  President  and  the  rest  of  the  Cabinet  sat  in  mute  astonish- 
ment The  President  was  aware  that  for  the  accruing  many 
hours  he  was  in  the  hands  of  men  who,  in  his  name  for  the  past 
four  years  had  been  deluging  fields  in  blood  and  wrapping 
cities  in  fire,  and  his  action  might  involve  with  them  an  ugly 

.  question  against  his  second  inauguration.  He  therefore  said  to 
Mr.  Stanton :  "  You  are  Secretary  of  War,  write  such  instruc- 
tions as  you  please."  Mr.  Stanton  therefore  wrote  to  General 
Grant:  "Have  no  communication  with  General  Lee,  but  push 
your  military  advantages  to  the  utmost" 

These  instructions  involved  thirty-seven  days  more  of  con- 
tinued fighting,  including  bloooy  battles  at  Averysboro,  and 
Bentonville  and  Five  Forks,  and  the  sacrifice  of  ten  thousand 
lives,  a  number  like  the  recent  gathering  at  Hartford,  which,  if 

•  ten  deep,  would  be  three  miles  long.  In  the  meantime  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  inaugurated.  His  second  term  having  comm^enced, 
he  was  out  of  the  power  of  those  men  who  had  betrayed  him 
into  violations  of  the  Constitution,  and  then  held  it  as  a  rod  of 
iron  over  him.  He  then  sent  instructions  to  General  Grant,  and 
General  Lee^s  army  surrendered  at  Appomatox  Court  House  on 
the  9th  of  April,  upon  the  conditions  that  the  Union  should  be 
restored  under  the  Constitution,  and  that  oblivion  should  cover 
the  past  Five  days  after  that  surrender  President  Lincoln  was 
assassinated  by  John  Wilkes  Booth,  one  of  the  most  impulsive 
men  of  the  world,  and  who  was  a  furious  suitor  of  a  daughter  of 
Senator  John  P.  Hale,  a  stalwart  partisan  of  Mr.  Stanton,  and 
Mr.  Booth  was  on  the  most  intimate  terms  with  a  Mr.  Weach- 
man,  who  was  an  employe  of  Mr.  Stanton  and  a  boarder  at  Mrs. 
Surratt's.  Similar  terms  of  surrender  of  the  army  of  General 
Joseph  E.  Johnston  were  sent  to  General  Sherman,  and  those 
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terms  were  signed  by  the  two  Generals.  But  Mr.  Lincoln  hav- 
ing been  assassinated,  Mr.  Stanton,  as  Secretary  of  War,  would 
not  allow  the  surrender  to  be  made  upon  those  terms,  and  there- 
fore stalwart  Republicans  claim  that  we  are  not  under  the  Con- 
stitutional Union  of  sovereign  States,  but  under  a  Reconstructed 
Union  of  what  were  once  sovereign  States,  but  now  constitute  a 
nation  under  an  unrestricted  President  with  bayonet  rule  pre- 
rogative. And  that  solves  the  mystery  of  why  arsenals  are 
wanted  in  all  the  counties  of  the  St?ite.  The  real  question  at  the 
coming. election  is  whether  Mr.  Lincoln's  Constitutional  Union 
is  to  prevail  in  the  future,  or  the  Reconstructed  Union  of  John 
Sherman.  Corruption  beyond  all  precedent  will  be  put  in 
requisition  in  favor  of  an  expression  to  establish  this  reconstruc- 
tion policy,  and  every  intelligent,  honest  man  should  exert  them- 
selves in  opposition  to  it 

As  matter  of  history  in  this  connection,  I  add  the  articles 
for  the  surrender  of  the  Southern  armies*  dictated  by  Mr.  Lin- 
coln : — 

AKTICLE8   OF    BUBREm)ER. 

Ist.  The  contending  armies  now  in  the  field  to  maintain  their  tiatus  qu4t 
till  notice  is  given,  by  the  commanding  General  of  either  one  to  its  opponent, 
and  reasonable  time,  say  forty-eight  hours,  allowed. 

2d.  The  Confederate  armies  now  in  existence  to  be  disbanded  and  con- 
ducted to  the  several  State  capitols,  there  to  deposit  their  arms  and  pablic 
property  in  the  State  arsenal,  and  each  officer  and  man  to  execute  and  file 
an  agreement  to  cease  from  acts  of  war,  and  abide  the  action  of  both  State 
and  Federal  authorities.  The  number  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  to  be 
reported  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  at  Washington  City,  subject  to  the  future 
action  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  meantime  to  be  used 
solely  to  maintain  peace  and  order  within  the  borders  of  the  States  respect- 
ively. 

3rd.  The  re-organization  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  of  the  sev- 
eral State  governments  on  their  officers  and  Legislatures  taking  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  where  conflicting  State 
governments  have  resulted  from  the  war.  the  legitimacy  of  all  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unit^  States. 

4th.  The  re-establishment  of  the  Federal  Courts  in  the  several  States, 
with  powers  as  defined  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  Congress. 

5th.  The  people  and  inhabitants  of  all  the  States  to  be  guaranteed,  so  far 
as  the  Executive  can,  their  political  rights  and  franchises,  as  well  as  their 
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righli  of  person  and  property,  as  defined  hj  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United 
States  and  of  the  States  respectively. 

6th.  The  executive  aathority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  not 
to  disturb  any  of  the  people  by  reason  of  the  late  war,  so  long  as  they 
live  in  peace  and  quiet,  abstain  from  acts  of  armed  hostility,  and  obey  laws 
in  existence  at  the  place  of  their  residence. 

7th.  In  general  terms  it  is  announced  that  the  war  is  to  cease,  general 
amnesty,  so  far  as  the  Executive  power  of  the  United  States  can  conmiand, 
on  condition  of  the  disbandment  of  the  Confederate  armies,  the  distribution 
of  arms,  and  the  resumption  of  peaceful  pursuits  by  officers  and  men  hith- 
erto comprising  the  said  armies. 

October  13th,  1879. 
53 
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A  REMINISCENCE. 


Religion,  Politics  and-  Bigotry. 


Millin  Sabin  was  a  mucli  respected  student  of  Levi  Glezen. 
He  subsequently  settled  as  physician  in  the  town  of  Tyringham, 
but  by  some  means  having  lost  the  good  will  of  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  most  responsible  inhabitants  of  that  town,  they  sent 
a  most  pressing  request  to  Dr.  Henry  D.  Chapman,  of  Egremont, 
to  go  and  reside  with  them,  which  invitation  he  was  dis].)osed  to 
accept  But  the  Kev.  Gardner  Ilayden  and  other  prominent 
members  of  the  church  in  Egremont,  represented  to  Dr.  Chap- 
man that  to  do  so  would  be  disastrous  to  him,  as  it  would  not 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  clergyman  in  that  town,  and  they 
showed  conclusively  that  the  good  will  of  thei  clergyman,  under 
the  then  existing  laws  of  Massachusetts,  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  success  of  professional  men.  While  these  represen- 
tations prcTcnted  Dr.  Chapman  going  to  Tyringham,  they  called 
np  some  very  uninteresting  memories  of  the  antecedents  of  the 
church  in  Massachusetts. 

It  was  because  Africans  and  Indians  were  barbarians  that  the 
church  justified  their  enslavement  It  was  the  mere  difference  . 
in  creed  and  church  usages  that  the  dominant  clergy  justified 
the  whipping  and  hanging  of  Baptists  and  Quakers,  and  the 
selling  their  children  into  slavery.  To  attempt  to  call  upon  a 
physician  on  Sunday,  who  was  not  a  special  favorite  of  the 
church,  would  subject  the  messenger  to  be  arrested  and  detained 
by  any  person.  To  attempt  to  attend  any  religious  meeting  on 
Sunday,  other  than  the  dominant  church,  exposed  individuals  to 
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arrest  and  detention.  And  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  dominant 
olergyman,  all  other  clergymen  were  subject  to  taxation.  These 
laws  were,  to  some  extent,  in  operation  at  the  time  of  the  occur- 
rence in  Tyringham,  and  two  years  subsequent  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Ely  proposed  to  reconstruct  the  Government,  to  effect  which 
he  proposed  the  formation  of  a  Christian  party  in  politics,  and 
petitions  were  sent  to  Congress  in  reference  to  this  subject  la 
opposition  to  this  policy  a  meeting  was  called  in  the  town  of 
Hillsdale  on  the  23rd  of  February,  1830,  at  which  the  Hon. 
Henry  Loop  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  David  G.  Woodin  was 
chosen  Secretary,  and  a  series  of  resolutions  were  introduced,  in 
support  of  which  John  F.  Collin  addressed  the  meeting  at 
length.  His  address  was  published  in  the  Hudson  Gazette 
and  other  papers,  and  similar  meetings  were  held  in  a  number 
of  other  towns  and  counties  in  the  State,  and  the  views 
taken  at  those  meetings  received  the  favorable  consideration  of 
Congress. 

The  foregoing  may  make  it  interesting  to  take  a  brief  politi- 
cal and  historical  review  of  occurrences  in  this  country.  Under 
the  crown,  Massachusetts  disfranchised  people  for  their  religious 
opinions.  The  sixth  article  of  the  Hartford  Convention  proposed 
the  disfranchisement  of  Catholics  and  naturalized  foreigners. 
And  to  disfranchise  Catholics  and  naturalized  foreigners  was 
the  most  prominently-avowed  policy  of  Republicans  when  bud- 
ding into  existence  under  the  name  of  Know-Nothings.  And 
it  was  the  policy  of  Dr.  Ely  in  1830.  To  carry  out  that  policy 
they  used  the  bayonet  under  the  crown,  and  Massachusetts, 
while  in  alliance  with  the  enemies  of  the  country  in  1814,  put 
twenty  thousand  bayonets  in  the  field  to  carry  out  the  policy  of 
the  Hartford  Convention.  And  Republicans  have  not  only 
expressed  their  approbation  of  the  Hartford  Convention  by 
recently  paying  nearly  a  million  of  dollars  for  the  use  of  their 
bayonets,  but  are  seeking  by  bayonet  rule  to  establish  their  pol- 
icy in  the  country  for  all  time.  The  Hartford  Convention  pol- 
icy was  to  be  produced  by  a  Reconstructed  Union.  That  was 
also  the  policy  of  Dr.  Ely,  and  it  is  the  openly-avowed  policy 
of  the  Republicans.     The  avowed  object  for  the  Hartford  Con- 
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vention  was  that  our  Government  was  mismanaged  by  bad  ttletij 
and  that  was  the  avowed  object  of  the  Republican  party.  The 
managers  of  the  Government  in  the  diflTerent  departments  in  th6 
days  of  the  Hartford  Convention  were  James  Madison,  James 
Monroe,  John  Quincy  Adams,  Henry  Clay,  Albert  Gallatin, 
James  A  Bayard,  and  the  lika  While  the  Hartford  Conven- 
tion men  were  Caleb  Strong,  William  Hull,  and  the  like.  The 
men  who  made  the  compromise  in  1850,  which  the  Republican 
party  was  called  into  existence  to  put  down,  were  Daniel  Web- 
ster, Henry  Clay,  Millard  Fillmore,  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  James 
Buchanan,  Franklin  Pierce,  and  the  like.  While  the  Republi* 
can  reformers  arc  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Robert  C.  Schenck,  Sam- 
uel Pomeroy,  John  Sherman,  James  G.  Blaine,  Roscoe  Conkling, 
James  A.  Garfield,'  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  and  the  like,  of  whom 
a  Massachusetts  Legislative  Bureau  reports  that  "  an  honest 
man  among  them  is  a  great  rarity."  Let  the  suffering,  intelli* 
gent  people  of  the  country  look  at  this  record  before  going  to 
deposit  their  suffrages,  and  they  will  prohibit  knaves  and  cor» 
rupters  of  the  ballot-box  from  establishing  bayonet  rula 
October  23d,  1879. 
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A  FARMER'S    OPINION. 


In  a  letter  to  his  friend,  Mr.  Cunningham,  Robert  Burns  used 
the  following  language :  "  In  my  plow-boy  days  I  could  not 
"  believe  a  noble  lord  could  be  a  fool,  or  a  godly  man  a  knava 
•*  How  ignorant  are  plow-boys."  So  in  my  farmer  associations 
I  could  not  believe  that  any  large  number  of  members  of  Con- 
gress could  be  political  knaves.  But  I  soon  learned  in  my  Con- 
gressional experience  that  farmers  were  very  ignorant  upon  that 
subject  An  amusing  incident  began  to  open  my  eyes  upon 
that  subject  at  a  very  early  period.  On  my  way  to  Washington, 
soon  after  having  left  Philadelphia  a  newsboy  23a8sed  through 
the  train  selling  a  paper  containing  the  great  speech  of  Daniel 
Webster.  Soon  after  a  commotion  occurred  in  the  cars,  such  as 
I  had  never  seen  before  or  since,  and  angry  inquiries  were  made 
for  the  newdboy,  who  had  prudently  left  the  train.  Instead  of 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Webster  delivered  the  evening  previous  in 
Philadelphia,  it  proved  to  be  his  speech  delivered  at  Fapeuil 
Hall  in  1820,  in  which  he  denounced  a  protective  tariff  as  being 
unconstitutional,  and  making  the  few  very  rich  and  the  many 
very  poor.  The  New  Eengland  members  of  Congress  in  the 
train  considered  it  to  be  a  great  imposition  and  manifested  a  dis- 
position to  do  violence  to  the  boy. 

That  incident  did  much  to  open  my  eyes  in  respect  to  the 
characteristics  of  Congressmen.  Their  subsequent  action  in 
respect  to  the  tariff  act  of  1846  contributed  still  further  to 
enlighten  me  upon  the  subject  When  the  annexation  of  Texas 
was  under  consideration,  the  right  of  secession  was  unanimous, 
as  the  example  had  been  set  by  our  fathers  of  the  Revolution* 
The  few  votes  given  against  the  annexation  were  principally 
from  New  England,  and  their  excuse  was  that  slaves  had  been 
teamed  there  after  its  secession  from  Mexico.     This  excuse  con» 
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tributed  to  shake  my  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  Congress* 
men,  as  the  documents  upon  our  tables  showed  that  these  slaves 
had  been  carried  there  through  one  of  the  most  cherished  inter- 
ests of  Massachusetts. 

It  was  my  fortune,  however,  to  be  much  more  extensively 
enlightened  in  respect  to  the  knavery  of  Congressmen  in  my 
experience  in  the  second  session  of  the  twenty-ninth  Congress. 
The  annexation  of  Texas  had  involved  us  in  war  with  Mexico, 
in  which  we  had  taken  possession  of  her  territory,  in  California 
alone  exceeding  nearly  five-fold  that  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
Its  rich  soil,  mild  climate  and  mineral  wealth,  made  its  acquisi- 
tion of  great  importance  to  us ;  and  although  we  had  it  by  con- 
quest, to  avoid  unnecessarily  humiliating  Mexico  and  make  it 
the  basis  of  peace,  a  bill  was  introduced  in  Congress  to  obtain 
our  title  to  it  by  purchase  for  the  insignificant  sum  of  three 
millions  of  dollars.  Mr.  Preston  King,  who«ought  to  get  up  an 
issue  between  the  Democratic  members  of  Congress  of  the  State 
of  New  York  and  the  Administration  upon  the  subject  of  exec- 
utive patronage,  now  sought  to  raise  that  issue  upon  the  subject 
of  slavery,  and  he  persuaded  Mr.  David  Wilmot  to  introduce 
his  proviso  that  slavery  should  not  be  allowed  in  the  territory 
obtained  from  Mexico.  To  convince  me  that  that  proviso  was 
impqrtant,  I  was  visited  in  my  room,  I  was  invited  to  the  rooms 
of  members,  and  I  received  numerous  letters,  and  one  convivial 
meeting  was  held  at  my  boarding  house.  My  answer  to  all  was 
that  Congress  had  only  a  property  interest  in  the  territories,  and 
had  no  legislative  power  in  respect  to  the  people.  The  laws 
now  existing  in  that  territory  will  continue  to  exist  until 
changed  by  the  people  themselves,  and  those  laws  now  prohibit 
slavery  as  much  as  they  do  in  Mai^sachusetts.  Should  slaves  be 
carried  there  they  would  become  free  as  much  as  if  carried  into 
the  States  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  and  therefore  every 
drop  of  blood  or  dollar  that  is  expended  by  protracting  the  war 
upon  that  issue  is  a  wicked  expenditure.  More  than  all  that,  it 
is  ridiculous  to  make  Mexico,  now  comparatively  humiliated  at 
our  feet,  a  party  to  the  slavery  question  among  us.  Finding  me 
unchangeable  in  my  opinions  upon  the  subject,  the  partisans  of 
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tho  proviso  requested  me  to  circulate  their  speeches  among  my 
constituents.  That  proviso  was  just  as  ridiculous  as  it  would 
have  been  to  the  act  agreeing  to  the  transfer  of  Boston  Corners 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  State  of  New  York.  Yet  its  effect 
was  to  protract  the  war  for  another  year,  costing  thousands  of 
lives  and  millions  of  treasure.  Its  further  effect,  as  was  no 
doubt  designed,  has  been  to  divide  the  Democracy,  and  thereby 
throw  the  sword  and  purse  of  the  nation  into  the  hands  of  the 
Eepublicans,  who  have  used  it  to  deluge  the  country  in  blood, 
sacrificing  a  million  of  lives  and  ten  thousand  millions  of  treas- 
ure; and  in  building  up  certain  industrial  interests  at  the 
expense  of  others,  making  the  few  immensely  rich  and  the  many 
abjectly  poor,  and  reducing  agriculture  to  a  second-rate  interest, 
and  throwing  commerce  into  foreign  ships,  and  laborers  out  of 
employment,  and  is  claiming  that  our  Constitutional  Union  has 
been  changed  to  a  Reconstructed  Union  under  bayonet  rula 
They  are  now  using  a  corrupted  ballot-box  and  a  subsidized 
press  and  the  eloquence  of  knaves  in  order  to  perpetuate  that 
bayonet  rule. 

October  25th,  1879. 
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REVOLUTION  AND  REBELLION. 


'*  A  braver  or  more  generous  foe, 
Never  in  battle  was  laid  low  ; 
His  country  called  him  to  the  field. 
And  duty  prompted  him  to  yield 
To  its  command,  although  he  knew 
The  cause  unjust  and  cruel  too/' 

Such  i8  the  language  of  the  poet,  Alexander  Coffin,  Jr.,  in 
respect  to  Colonel  James  Abercrombie,  of  the  British  grenadieiSi 
who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  As  he  was  borne  rao^ 
tally  wounded  from  the  field  he  said  to  his  men  :  **  K  Israel  Put- 
nam falls  into  your  hands,  protect  him  for  my  saka" — Drak£$ 
Biography^  page  3.  The  British  Government,  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, had  attempted  to  deprive  the  people  of  the  States  of  cer- 
tain of  their  chartered  rights  by  bayonet  rule,  which  unjust  and 
cruel  act  produced  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Bather  than  . 
serve  in  that  cruel  and  unjust  cause,  the  Earl  of  Effingh^ 
threw  up  his  commission  in  the  British  army. — 1st  volume 
Solid's  History^  page  301.  William  Pitt  said  in  the  British  Par- 
liament :  "  I  rejoice  that  America  has  resisted,  or  they  would 
have  been  fit  instruments  to  make  slaves  of  us." — Bollaj  page  94 

Seven  Governors  of  States,  with  John  A.  Andrew  at  their 
head,  in  the  name  of  President  Lincoln,  and  without  the  author- 
ity of  Congress,  and  in  violation  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
undertook  to  force  the  people  of  Virginia  into  military  service, 
and  to  deny  them  the  liberty  of  speech  and  the  press,  and  the 
protection  of  the  Courts,  and  the  right  to  the  writ  of  Jiabeas  cor- 
pus^  and  to  hold  commercial  intercourse  with  the  people  of  other 
nations.  This  act  of  the  seven  Governors,  in  the  name  of  the 
Government,  produced  civil  war.  General  Grant,  having  received 
a  military  education  at  the  expense  of  the  Government^  consid- 
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ered  it  his  duty  to  serve  the  Government  in  that  war.  He 
fought  many  battles  and  suffered  many  repulses  and  some 
defeats,  and  under  him  a  half  million  of  lives  were  sacrificed. 
He  was  often  repulsed  when  commanding  vastly  superior  num- 
bers. He  never  gained  a  victory  on  a  contested  field  of  equal 
numbers,  and  only  succeeded  in  the  war  through  vastly  superior 
numbers  and  resources.  He  is  now  receiving  shouts  of  popular 
applause,  and  can  it  be  for  the  cause  in  which  he  served  or  any 
of  his  actions  in  that  cause  ? 

President  Lfncoln,  upon  his  second  election,  sought  to  atone 
for  the  injustice  and  cruelty  of  the  war,  and  thereby  authorized 
General  Grant  to  sign  articles  with  General  Lee  whicU  provided 
for  restoring  the  Government  to  its  original  constitutional  pro- 
visions, leaving  all  questions  between  the  Government  and  the 
States  to  be  settled  by  the  Courts.  For  this  act  President  Lin- 
coln was  assassinated  and  General  Grant  was  made  the  bearer 
of  the  mandate  from  the  head  of  the  War  Department  to  Gen- 
eral William  T.  Sherman,  denying  constitutional  rights  to  the 
people  of  the  South,  and  claiming  as  a  result  of  the  war  that  all 
the  States  were  to  be  under  a  Reconstructed  Government  with 
bayonet  rule.  For  these*  contradictory  acts  is  General  Grant 
receiving  the  shouts  of  the  mob  ? 

'*  A  better  Fanner  ne'er  brushed  dew  from  lawn, 
A  worse  King  never  left  a  realm  undone." 

General  Grant,  no  doubt,  was  an  excellent  currier  and  tanner, 
but  as  President  of  the  United  States  some  of  his  Cabinet  are  in 
penitentiaries  or  deserve  to  be  there,  one  resigned  to  avoid 
impeachment,  one  of  his  foreign  ministers  escaped  arrest  by  a 
constable  by  interposing  his  oSicial  prerogative,  and  all  have 
suffered  more  or  less  from  blemished  reputations,  and  made  it 
proverbial  that  "  scarcely  an  honest  man  can  be  found  in  ofBca'^ 
Under  his  administration  the  commerce  of  the  country  has  been 
thrown  into  foreign  ships,  agriculture  has  sunk  into  a  second- 
rate  interest,  millions  of  laborers  have  been  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment, and  wickedness  and  crime  have  become  rampant  every- 
where ;  and  Xhe  Presidential  chair  is  occupied  by  one  not  elected 
54 


426  FINANCE  AND  POLITICS. 

by  the  people,  and  who  is  seeking  to  fasten  bayonet  rule  upon 
the  States  for  all  future  time.  Is  it  not  then  too  apparent  that 
the  popular  expressions  of  applause  in  favor  of  General  Grant 
are  artificial,  gotten  up  by  those  who  are  aware  how  ready  he  is 
to  become  the  tool  of  those  knaves  who  are  seeking  to  deprive 
the  people  of  their  liberties,  and  who  are  aiming,  by  a  Recon- 
structed Government  and  bayonet  rule,  to  continue  the  policy 
by  which  the  few  are  made  enormously  rich,  and  the  many  are 
doomed  to  everlasting  abject  poverty.  The  only  reputable  vie- 
tories  of  the  Government  troops  in  the  civil  wai*  were  those  of 
Gettysburgh  and  Antietam,  and  not  one  in  a  thousand  know 
even  the  jiames  of  the  Government  commanders  in  those  battles. 
They  are  not  puffed  by  a  subsidized  press,  because  they  aro 
friends  of  Constitutional  Unioni 
October  27th,  187a 
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Thurman  and  Garfield— A  Strong  Contrast. 


■♦♦♦- 


It  IS  now  near  thirty-four  years  since  I  was  favored  with  the 
personal  acquaintance  of  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman.    For  a  time 

"  One  House  contained  as  and  one  Table  fed." 

I  was  also  honored  by  the  personal  acquaintance  and  friend- 
ship of  Governor  William  Allen,  his  father  by  adoption.  I  was 
also  favored  with  the  acquaintance  of  his  mother  by  adoption, 
who  was  a  daughter  of  General  McArtbur,  who,  associated  with 
General  Cass,  exposed  and  brought  to  justice  the  traitor  William 
Hull  Since  that  time  Mr.  Thurman  has  been  filling  the  highest 
judicial  and  l^islative  positions  in  both  State  and  Nation,  and 
is  now  the  conceded  conth>lling  head  of  the  United  States  Sen- 
ate, and  is  conceded  by  even  a  subsidized  press  to  be  one  of  the 
purest  men  of  the  world. 

Now,  to  turn  over  the  leaf : — 

In  April,  1865,  Abraham  Lincoln  was  assassinated,  and  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  by  Congress,  with  Benjamin  F.  Butler  at 
its  head,  nominally  to  investigate  the  circumstances  of  the  assas- 
sination, but  no  doubt  actually  intended  to  conceal,  with- 
out calling  the  committee  together.  Benjamin  F.  Butler  knew 
that  the  policy  of  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  restore  the  Consti- 
tutional Union,  and  that  it  was  the  policy  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Bepublican  party,  with  Edwin  M.  Stanton  at  their  head,  to 
establish  a  Beconstructed  Union.  And  to  attain  their  object  it. 
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became  absolutely  necessary  to  put  President  Lincoln  out  of 
their  way.  John  Wilkes  Booth,  a  spirited  theatrical  dandy,  was 
therefore  made  the  instrument  to  accomplish  their  object  He 
had  become  furiously  attached  to  a  lady  who  ardently  recipro- 
cated that  attachment  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  P.  Hale, 
a  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  who  had  been  a  candidate  for 
the  Presidency  by  the  party  which  had  characterized  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution  as  "  a  covenant  with  hell,"  and  the  national  ban- 
ner as  "  hate's  polluted  rag."  Booth  was  also  intimately  associ- 
ated with  a  Mr.  Weachman,  who  was  an  employe  in  Mr,  Stan- 
ton's department 

Therefore,  a  few  hours  after  an  affectionate  flirtation  with  his 
favorite  lady.  Booth  put  a  bullet  into  President  Lincoln's  head, 
and  fled  to  a  Republican  doctor  to  dress  his  fractured  leg.  To 
conceal  the  crime.  Booth  found  the  men  who  had  employed  him 
raising  a  shout  of  indignation,  and  he  had  nowhere  to  go  and 
nowhere  to  stay,  and  with  a  half  idiotic  companion,  he  took  shel- 
ter in  a  barn  where  he  had  been  shadowed,  and  be  was  shot  and 
his  companion  hung. 

All  this  Benjamin  F.  Butler  knew,  and  doubtless  all  other 
circumstances  of  the  assassination,  without  even  calling  his  com- 
mittee together,  and  in  an  unguarded  moment  he  leaked  a  little 
of  it  out  Provoked  on  the  floor  of  Congress  by  James  A.  Gar- 
field, he  said  to  him :  "  You  caused  Mrs.  Suratt,  rib  innocent 
woman,  to  be  hung  " — and  he  knew  that  it  was  done  to  conceal 
the  crime  of  the  assassination. 

Now  we  will  turn  another  leaf : — 

There  has  been  an  election  in  Ohio,  Mr.  Hayes*  native  Stata 
His  official  patronage  has  been  exerted  in  every  county  and 
town  in  the  State  by  his  Marshals,  Postmasters  and  other  officers. 
The  Blaines,  Shermans  and  other  demagogues  have  stumped  the 
State,  and  countless  millions  have  been  expended  from  a  corrup- 
tion fund.  And  by  these  means,  out  of  a  vote  of  six  or  seven 
hundred  thousand  the  Republicans  have  got  a  small  plurality 
through  which  the  seat  of  Allen  G.  Thurman  in  the  Senate  will 
probably  be  occupied  by  James  A.  Garfield.  And  for  this 
change  the  earth  has  trembled  beneath  Bepublican  cannoui  and 
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the  thrilling  fife  and  pealing  drum  and  crashing  horn  have  been 
heard,  and  the  fantastic  toe  has  trod  to  the  time  of  the  festive 
fiddler  at  the  Armory  for  which  our  tax-payers  are  soon  to  be 
called  upon  to  pay  five  or  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  which  was 
made  to  accommodate  those  bayonets  with  which,  under  Presi- 
dent Hayes^  policy,  our  model  United  States  Marshal  will  keep 
the  ballot-box  j)ure  in  this  county, 
October  Slst,  1879, 
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IMPENDING  DANGERS. 


-♦•♦-- 


We  are  in  the  midst  of  the  jubilation  at  the  rapid  stride  of 
civil  service  reform  made  in  Ohio  by  substituting  for  such  men 
as  Allen  G.  Thurman,  such  men  as  James  A-  Garfield.  When 
demagogues  like  Conkling  &  Company,  with  the  thousands  of 
Government  officers,  including  Postmasters  and  Marshals,  with 
a  corruption  fund  of  millions  of  dollars,  and  a  Greenback  and 
'Tammany  side  issue,  shall  have  effected  a  similar  service  reform 
in  the  State  of  Xcw  York,  we  shall  again  feel  the  earth  shaken 
by  the  booming  of  Republican  cantjOn,  and  the  air  resound- 
ing with  the  shrilling  fife  and  pealing  drum  and  crashing 
horn,  and  the  Hudson  Armory  will  again  be  enlivened  by 
the  gay  fantastic  toe  treading  to  the  time  of  the  festive 
fiddle. 

These  strides  towards  civil  service  reform  are  only  the  precur- 
sors to  still  greater  strides  when  we  shall  see  Benjamin  F.  But- 
ler, or  his  subservient  tool,  Ulyses  S.  Grant,  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  When  the  reform  shall  have  been  consummated 
and  the  two  hundred  and  ninty-five  millions  of  acres  of  land  bor- 
dering upon  the  railroads  owned  by  the  Massachusetts  Emigrant 
Aid  Society  shall  be  colonized  at  the  expense  of  the  Govern- 
ment by  ten  millions  of  Chinese  and  negroes  as  the  tenants  of 
that  Society,  and  when  the  bayonets  shall  be  put  in  the  hands 
x)f  a  half  million  of  those  Chinese  and  negroes,  and  they  be  put 
under  the  lead  of  Chinese  and  negroes  who  are  now  receiving 
military  educations  for  that  purpose,  we  shall  be  a  wonderful 
•quiet  and  free  people,  and  civil  service  reform  will  have  been 
iully  accomplished. 

Other  important  events  are  in  preparation  for  us,  foreshadowed 
by  the  late  speech  of  Lord  Beaconsfield,  and  it  may  be  truly 
«aid  that  **  coming  events  cast  their  shadows  before."    In  conse- 
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qiience  of  our  outrageous  tariflf,  England  has  in  contemplation 
the  restoration  of  her  corn  laws  with  its  sliding  scale.  Having 
Gibralter  at  the  entrance  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Island  of 
Cyprus  at  the  entrance  of  the  Dardanelles,  and  the  Suez  Canal 
connecting  Europe  with  Asia,  and  her  posses^sions  all  over  the 
globe,  and  her  late  treaties  with  Turkey  and  Egypt,  she  has  the 
complete  control  of  the  grain  market  of  Europe.  As  seen  by 
Johnson's  Atlas,  the  agricultural  belt  in  her  Canadian  and 
North  American  colonies  are  thousands  of  miles  long  and  hun- 
dreds of  miles  wide  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  much  wider  on  the 
lakes  and  gulf  coasts,  and  through  its  northern  latitude  having 
some  hours  more  sun  daily  during  the  summer  than  the  States, 
causing  vegetation  to  have  a  much  more  rapid  and  nutritious 
growth,  it  is  capable  of  being  made  the  finest  of  agricultural 
countriea  England  has  in  contemplation  the  spanning  of  it  in 
every  direction  with  railroads  to  be  made  comparatively  free  to 
the  people,  and  to  that  end  she  has  recently  extinguished  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company's  title,  and  immigrants  are  already  flock- 
ing there.  Its  harbors  on  the  Pacific  coast  are  nearer  Asia  than 
those  of  the  States.  Its  harbors  on  the  gulf  coast  are  nearer 
Europe  than  those  of  the  States.  And  by  its  railroads  and  the 
head  waters  of  the  Missouri  river  it  has  easy  access  to  the 
Southern  cotton-growing  States  and  the  West  Indies. 

When  the  civil  service  shall  have  been  fully  established  under 
Benjamin  F.  Butler's  rule,  it  will  be  the  policy  of  Massachusetts 
to  have  Canadian  wool  and  agricultural  products  admitted  into 
the  States  free  of  duty.  Of  course  the  cotton  growers  and  Mas- 
sachusetts manufacturers  will  be  supplied,  with  Canadian  agri- 
cultural products.  The  farmers  in  the  Middle  States,  with  their 
commerce  done  in  foreign  ships,  and  loaded  with  a  debt  of  thou- 
sands of  millions  of  dollars,  and  shut  oift  of  foreign  markets  by 
an  inexorable  tariff  and  its  retaliatory  consequences,  and  embar- 
rassed in  their  home  market  by  a  Canadian  corai>etition,  and 
being  under  bayonet  rule  in  the  hands  of  Chinese  and  negroes, 
will  be  a  very  quiet  peopla  Their  lands  at  no  distant  day  will 
pass  into  the  hands  of  Massachusetts  incori)oratod  companies, 
and  they  will  be  allowed  to  occupy  them  as  tenants  or  slaves. 

November  1st,  187D. 
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As  I  have  already  suggested  that,  yielding  to  importunities,  I 
am  disposed  to  emerge  from  the  obscurity  in  which  it  has  ever 
been  my  choice  to  live,  and  to  give  to  the  world  a  little  of  my 
political  history.  Born  in  Hillsdale  in  1802,  and  having  received 
but  little  beyond  a  common-school  education,  I  have  been  by 
occupation  a  farmer.  Having  listened  in  childhood  to  those 
who  had  passed  through  the  scenes  of  the  Kevolution,  and  hav- 
ing witnessed  in  boyhood  the  treason  of  Massachusetts  Federalists 
in  the  war  of  1812,  I  became  and  ever  have  been,  after  the 
straitest  sect,  a  Democrat.  As  such  I  gave  my  first  vote  for 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins  for  Governor,  as  he  had  been  a  zealous  sup- 
porter of  the  war  of  1812,  while  his  opponent  had  been  in 
alliance  with  those  who  opposed  that  war.  In  1830  my  maternal 
uncle,  Quincy  Johnson,  was  nominated  by  the  Federal  party  for 
the  office  of  Supervisor  of  the  town,  but  being  unwilling  that 
his  name  should  be  used  to  remove  the  cloud  that  hung  over 
the  antecedents  of  the  party,  he  with  my  approbation  announced 
on  the  morning  of  the  election  that  he  would  not  serve  if  elected 
on  that  ticket  This  act  aroused  against  him  all  the  malignity 
of  that  party,  but  he  lived  to  great  age,  and  by  his  industry 
and  economy  acquired  an  ample  competence,  and  much  of  the 
time  filling  important  official  positions.  Universally  respected 
in  life,  his  death  was  as  universally  lamented. 

I  ever  believed  that  ft  was  the  reflex  influence  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion  that  raised  the  people  of  Europe  in  the  scale  of  civi- 
lization above  those  of  other  countries ;  but  its  history  and  rea- 
son taught  me  that  its  immediate  connection  with  the  politics  of 
the  people  was  demoralizing  to  both  religion  and  politica 
Under  this  strong  conviction,  in  November,  1830, 1  addressed  a 
meeting  in  opposition  to  the  Bev.  Dr.  Ely's  proposed  Christian 
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policy  in  politics.  In  1838,  without  my  knowledge  or  approba- 
tion, I  was  nominated  as  a  candidate  for  the  State  Legislature, 
and  was  subsequently  elected.  The  whole  country  was  then 
flourishing  under  Democratic  rule.  Andrew  Jackson  was  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  Martin  Van  Buren  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Silas  Wright  State  Senator,  Aaron  Vanderpoel  Congress- 
man, William  L.  Marcy  Governor  of  the  State,  Azariah  C. 
Flagg  Comptroller,  Greene  C.  Bronson  Attorney-General,  John 
Savage  Chief  Justice,  and  both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
largly  Democratic,  including  men  in  both  branches  who  have 
since  been  distinguished  in  our  country's  history.  Among  the 
opponents  of  the  Democracy  was  William  H.  Seward  in  the  Sen- 
ate. I  had  early  made  his  acquaintance,  and  in  our  legislative 
associations  that  acquaintance  ripened  into  a  personal  friendship. 
And  I  was  among  those  who  seriously  rejoiced  when  he  so 
miraculously  escaped  the  assassin's  hand  for  having  associated 
with  Abraham  Lincoln  in  his  attempt  to  restore  the  Constitu- 
tional Union  of  the  States. 

I  of  course  occupied  but  a  humble  position  in  that  Legisla- 
ture, and  yet  in  some  cases  my  opinions  were  specially  respected. 
I  was  opposed  to  mandatory  laws  controlling  the  action  of 
Supervisors  in  acts  properly  belonging  to  their  discretion,  and 
in  an  evil  hour  I  was  pursuaded  to  yield  that  opinion  in  one 
particular  case.  Had  my  opinion  upon  that  subject  pre- 
vailed, it  would  now  save  us  one-half  of  our  county  expenses, 
some  of  which  are  decidedly  ©lischievous.  I  was  opposed  to 
loaning  the  credit  of  the  State  to  corporations,  or  unnecessarily 
burdening  the  people  with  taxation  even  for  judicious  expendi- 
ture. Therefore  the  people  of  Columbia  county  were  allowed 
five  years  to  pay  a  debt  of  ten  thousand  dollars  contracted  for 
the  erection  of  the  Court  House  and  Jail.  Had  such  economy 
prevailed  to  the  present  time,  and  had  President  Lincoln  been 
permitted  to  act  upon  his  honest  convictions,  it  would  now  save 
to  Columbia  county  the  annual  tax  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  It  would  save  to  the  nation  the  annual  tax 
of  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  It  would  save  to  certain 
iDdustries  the  annual  tax  of  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars  to  be 

55 


434  FINANCE  AND   POLITICS. 

bestowed  upon  other  industries.  It  would  have  saved  the  coun- 
try from  the  terrible  affliction  of  a  corrupted  ballot-box.  It 
would  have  saved  the  country  from  this  ridiculous  controversy  in 
favor  of  a  Reconstructed  Union  under  bayonet  rule.  It  would 
have  saved  the  country  from  the  sacrifice  of  a  million  of  lives  and 
ten  thousand  millions  of  treasure.  It  would  have  saved  us  from  the 
reputation  of  being  rampant  in  wickedness  and  crime.  It  would 
have  saved  us  from  the  reputation  of  having  most  official  posi- 
tions filled  with  knaves.  It  would  have  saved  us  from  having 
millions  of  men  thrown  out  of  employment  and  driven  into 
crime  for  a  subsistence 

I  was  eleven  times  made  foreman  of  Gh^nd  Juries,  daring 
which  time  the  District- Attorneys  were  allowed  no  other  prerog- 
atives than  to  give  legal  advice  and  issue  subpoenas  when 
ordered  by  the  Board,  and  to  draw  and  prosecute  indictments. 
There  would  have  been  no  objections  to  his  walking  arm-in-arm 
with  witnesses,  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  be  present  in  the 
Board  during  its  deliberations,  nor  was  he  permitted  to  use  any 
influence  upon  a  Grand  Juror.  Even  a  United  States  Marshal, 
if  he  had  attempted  to  use  dram-shop  or  brothel  influence  with 
Grand  Jurors,  would  have  found  himself  in  the  custody  of  a  con- 
stable in  spite  of  his  official  prerogative  One  officer  was 
indicted  upon  his  own  complaint  and  fined  by  the  Court 

I  was  seven  times  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors, and  the  uniform  tax  of  only  four  mills  on  the  dollar  is  a 
sufficient  comment  of  the  economy  of  the  Board  during  those 
years,  and  my  eyes  moisten  as  I  look  back  upon  the  scores  of 
men  with  whom  I  was  then  associated  and  who  have  now  passed 
beyond  the  bounds  of  time.  During  those  years  not  a  man  for 
one  moment  would  have  entertained  so  preposterous  an  idea  as 
the  expending  thousands  of  dollars  for  the  erection  of  a  County 
Armory,  but  in  imitation  of  other  counties  all  would  have 
united  in  a  petition  to  the  Legislature  for  the  repeal  of  such  an 
obnoxious  law. 

In  a  correspondence  with  Silas  Wright  in  the  Senate,  and 
Robert  McClellan  in  the  House,  I  gave  an  opinion  decidedly  in 
opposition  to  the  tariff  act  of  1842.     But  they  excused  them- 
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selves  for  voting  in  favor  of  that  act,  because  it  was  made  an 
appendage  to  the  appropriation  bills  and  thereby  became  a  neces- 
sity. In  1844,  without  my  approbation,  I  was  nominated  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress,  and  subsequently  elected.  On  my 
way  to  Washington  in  the  fall  of  1845,  I  was  advised  by  a 
prominent  Democrat  in  the  city  of  New  York  to  make  an  early 
acquaintance  with  Preston  King,  whicl)  I  did,  and  at  a  meeting 
at  Mrs.  Hamilton's  Mr.  King  called  our  attention  to  the  fact  that 
there  were  twenty-one  Democractic  members  from  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  that  if  we  acted  as  a  unit  we  could  control  the 
action  of  Congress,  and  he  moved  that  we  should  all  unite  in  sus- 
taining the  policy  of  a  majority  of  the  New  York  members,  and 
his  motion  was  unanimously  adopted.  He  then  stated  that  New 
York  had  nothing  like  its  proportion  of  Executive  patronage, 
and  he  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait 
upon  the  President  to  claim  our  rights  upon  that  subject,  and 
his  motion  was  adopted.  The  President  in  reply  to  that  com- 
mittee said  he  was  not  then  prepared  to  take  that  subject  into 
consideration,  which  reply  the  committee  reported  to  a  subse- 
quent meeting  at  Mrs.  Hamilton's.  Mr.  King  then  moved  that 
we  should  unitedly  oppose  the  policy  of  the  Administration,  to 
which  I  replied  that  I  had  been  elected  by  the  Democracy,  and 
that  the  President  was  our  standard  bearer,  and  so  long  as  his 
policy  was  in  accordance  with  Democratic  principles  my  constit- 
uents would  expect  me  to  sustain  him.  Mr.  King's  motion  was 
accordingly  voted  down. 

In  March,  1846,  Congress  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  subject  of  rivers  and  harbors  being 
under  consideration,  a  member  from  Massachusetts  commenced 
a  speech  upon  the  subject  of  a  protective  tariff  and  was  called 
to  order.  The  Chairman  decided  that  the  committee  being  nom- 
inally upon  the  state  of  the  Union,  the  speaker  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  subject  under  consideration  as  he  would  have  been 
in  the  House,  and  was  therefore  not  out  of  order,  and  upon 
appeal  the  decision  of  the  Chairman  was  sustained.  The  gen- 
tleman therefore  having  concluded  his  speech,  I  replied  to  him, 
and  in  consequence  I  was  invited  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
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mittee  upon  Ways  and  Means  to  unite  with  tHem  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a  tariff  bill,  the  passage  of  which  I  advocated  in  the  July 
following.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  I 
spoke  as  follows : — 

HARBORS  AND  RIVERS. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  TTnion  on 
the  biU  making  appropriations  for  certain  Harbors  and  Rivers. 

Mb.  COLLIN  addressed  the  committee  as  follows  : — 

Mr,  Chairman : — When  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was 
called  to  order  upon  the  discussion  of  this  bill,  I  voted  in  favor 
of  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  because  I  consid^ 
ered  his  matter  totally  irrelevant  to  the  subject  in  debate.  But 
upon  mature  deliberation,  and  from  the  arguments  of  the  gen- 
tleman, I  consider  its  matter  very  pertinent,  and  its  considera- 
tion ought  to  have  an  important  influence  upon  the  action  of  the 
House  upon  this  subject.  Sir,  if  it  is  expedient  to  pass  laws 
restricting  commerce,  why  should  this  House  expend  money  to 
facilitate  it?  In  order  to  sustain  the  gentlenian's  doctrine,  he 
labored  to  prove  that  the  repeal  of  the  English  corn  laws  would 
not  benefit  the  American  farmer :  first,  because  the  require- 
ments of  the  English  market  were  so  limited  and  uncertain ; 
and,  secondly,  because  of  the  competition  of  nortiiern  Europe. 
In  answer  to  these  objections,  I  will  read  from  a  memorial 
printed  by  order  of  the  United  States  Senate  in  1842,  doc.  Na 
839,  page  89  :— 

"  There  is  an  impression  very  extensively  prevailing  in  this 
**  country  that  even  the  establishment  of  free  trade  in  provisions 
"  would  scarcely  benefit  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  United 
"  States,  because  the  markets  would  be  controlled,  and,  in  fact, 
*'  chiefly  supplied  from  the  nearer  regions  around  the  Baltic  and 
"  the  Black  seas,  where  the  difference  of  freight  and  the  cheap- 
"  ness  of  production  could  give  a  decided  advantage.  It  is  not 
"  strange  that  consideration  of  the  price  of  labor  and  the  dis- 
"  tance  of  transportation  should  produce  this  impression  ;  but  it 
"is  quite  fallacious,  for  the  cheapness  of  lana  in  this  coqq- 
**  try,  with  the  greater  skill  in  management,  more  than  counter- 
"  balances  the  low  price  of  labor,  and  the  perfection  of  our  sys- 
"  tem  of  internal  transportation  and  of  freight  by  sea  will  enable 
"  the  farmer  of  the  Northwest  to  deliver  his  wheat  and  flour  at 
"Liverpool,  in  fact  cheaper  than  any  other  country.  Only 
"  remove  the  obstructions  so  as  to  create  a  regular  demand,  that 
^  our  farmers  may  know  what  to  depend  on,  and  they  would 
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*•  control  the  markets  of  England  for  all  the  competition  of  the 
"  world  beside." 

This  opinion  of  the  memorialist  is  sustained  by  incontroverti- 
ble statistics*  Among  these  statistics  are,  that  one  century  ago 
England  was  an  exporter  of  breadstufis ;  now,  her  limitea  ter- 
ritory is  vastly  inferior  to  her  supply.  Her  population  has  in- 
creased at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent  in  every  ten  years ;  and  for  the  last 
fifty  years  she  has  required  a  regularly  increasing  supply  of  for- 
eign provisions,  till  it  has  now  amounted  to  an  actual  deficiency 
of  over  fifty  millions  of  bushels  of  grain  annually.  The  average 
price  of  wheat  in  her  market  during  these  fifty  years  has  been 
about  seventeen  shillings  per  bushel.  The  average  price  paid  in  for- 
eigh  markets  has  been  about  nine  shillings  per  bushel.  Upon  ex- 
amination of  her  consuls,  she  ascertained  that  northern  Europe 
could  not  supply  her  deficiencies,  and  that  the  supply  from  that 
source  could  not  be  sensibly  increased.  These  investigations  show 
that  wheat  of  a  superior  quality  can  be  delivered  from  Chicago 
within  ten  cents  per  bushel  as  low  a  rate  of  expense  as  it  can 
be  from  those  regions  in  Europe  where  most  of  that  grain  is 
grown.  Did  not  the  duties  both  ways  interpose,  (on  the  grain 
out  and  return  goods,)  the  average  market  price  of  England  for 
the  past  fifty  years  would  admit  of  wheat  being  worth  at  Chi- 
cago $1.33  per  bushel.  With  these  estimates,  I  leave  this  sub- 
ject, and  gentlemen  can  examine  it  at  pleasure  from  the  docu- 
ment on  file.  I  come  now  to  a  brief  consideration  of  what  the 
effects  of  the  duties  we  impose  upon  imports  has  upon  the  price 
of  our  agricultural  products  generally.  Let  us  suppose  that  two 
grain  markets,  the  one  situate  one-third  farther  from  us  than  the 
other,  should  be  the  markets  for  all  our  grain,  the  freight  to  the 
one  market  to  be  twenty  cents  per  bushel,  and  that  to  the  other 
thirty  cents :  it  will  not  be  disputed  that  grain  bought  for  the 
nearer  market  would  net  ten  cents  per  bushel  more  to  the  pro- 
ducer than  that  bought  for  the  most  distant  market  Now  let  us 
suppose  that  a  cargo  of  grain  bought  for  the  nearer  market  should 
find  it  could  only  be  sold  for  goods,  and  those  goods  were  liable 
upon  return  to  a  duty  of  20  per  cent :  if  the  importer  should  acer- 
tain  that  by  continuing  on  to  the  more  distant  market  he  could 
-exchange  for  goods  that  would  be  duty  free,  would  he  not  con- 
tinue OQ  to  the  fartherest  market,  and  thereby  sacrifice  his  ten 
cents  freight  to  avoid  his  twenty  per  cent  duty  ?  Most  certainly 
he  would.  And  in  the  purchase  of  a  suosequent  cargo,  he 
would  take  care  to  purchase  at  the  lower  price  in  order  to  sell  in 
the  more  distant  market  Does  not  this  prove  that  the  duty 
imposed  upon  imports  has  a  direct  tendency  to  lessen  in  our 
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markets  the  price  of  our  exports  7  Iq  confirmation  of  this  doc* 
trine,  gentlemen  may  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  they  will  there  find  that  the  price  of  almost  every 
article  of  our  exports  for  every  port  on  the  globe  was  a  large 
per  cent  less  the  year  after  the  passage  of  the  tariff  act  than  they 
were  the  year  befora  And  I  think,  sir,  it  will  not  be  contro- 
verted, and  is  susceptible  of  proof,  that  the  prices  of  our  sur* 
plus  to  foreign  markets  control  the  prices  of  our  whole  produc" 
tions  at  home. 

A  word  now  as  to  the  consumption  of  provisions  by  the  people 
of  Massachuseti&  W  ould  that  people  consume  more  if  the  tariff 
were  higher,  or  less  if  the  tarin  were  lower?  Does  the  tariff 
improve  the  appetite,  enlarge  the  capacity  of  the  stomach,  or 
strengthen  the  digestive  organs?  The  people  of  Massachusetts 
comprise  near  one-twentieth  of  our  population,  and  we  rather 
expect  of  them  to  consume  near  one-twentieth  of  the  provisions 
consumed  in  this  country — tariff  or  no  tariff  By  the  gentle- 
man*B  estimate  they  only  consume  about  one- fourth  more  wheat 
than  is  estimated  for  the  residue  of  our  population,  which  must 
be  conceded  to  be  a  moderate  estimate  lor  an  advocate  of  high 
protection. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  in  approving  of  the  construction 
of  harbors ;  and  from  that  point  there  is  a  total  disagreement 
between  us.  I  believe  those  harbors  should  be  to  facilitate  our 
intercourse  with  the  world  ;  he  thinks  their  use  should  be  circum- 
scribed by  laws  that  embarrass  very  much,  and,  in  some  cases, 
prohibit  their  usa  In  connection  with  this  subject  the  gentle- 
man discovers  two  phenomena,  and  upon  these  phenomena  he 
builds  a  theory,  from  which  he  draws  certain  rules  of  political 
economy.  To  my  comprehension  the  abandonment  of  those 
rules  of  political  economy  would  cause  those  phenomena  to  dis- 
appear, and  his  theory  to  fall.  These  phenomena  are,  first,  that 
our  surplus  agricultural  productions  have,  for  some  years  past, 
ceased  to  bear  a  due  proportion  to  our  increase  of  population  ; 
and,  secondly,  that  England,  under  her  peculiar  circumstances, 
has  only  required  annually  for  her  consumption  ten  millions  of 
bushels  of  toreign  wheAt  Now,  sir,  it  is  just  this  gentleman*s 
system  of  political  economy  that  has  produced  both  these  phe- 
nomena. Bv  the  passage  ot  laws  prohibiting  us  in  the  partici- 
Eation  with  England  in  those  things  in  which  Providence  to  her 
as  been  most  bountiful,  she  has  been  driven  from  the  participa- 
tion with  us  of  the  fruits  of  our  fertile  fields  and  genial  climate. 
Both  have  been  precipitated  into  a  false  position,  checking  the 
prosperity  of  both.     England  has  been  driven  by  this  policy  to 
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war  with  nature  for  the  sustenance  of  her  population.  A  thou- 
sand ships  are  now  receiving  guano  from  the  isles  of  the  Pacific  ; 
and  fertilizing  matter  is  sought  for  over  the  face  of  the  earth  to 
force  v^etation  into  unnatural  existence  We,  too,  by  this  pol- 
icy, are^riven  into  unnatural  pursuits,  and  our  agriculture  lan- 
guishes. Within  the  last  few  years  immense  thousands  of  the 
agricultural  population  of  the  State  of  New  York  have  been 
made  fugitives  to  other  climes  by  the  operation  of  these  laws. 
Remove  the  restraints  upon  our  mtercourse  with  the  world,  and 
our  agriculture  is  susceptible  of  any  increase  which  circum- 
stances will  justify.  Bemove  those  restrictions,  and  England 
will  become  the  consumer  of  our  more  cheaply-raised  vegetable, 
rather  than  continue  the  war  upon  nature  to  produce  them  her- 
self. 

It  would  seem  to  be  according  to  the  dictates  of  political  econ- 
omy that  Government  should  extend  all  reasonable  facilities  to 
communications  with  the  world,  so  that  the  redundant  fruits  of 
one  country  may  be  exchanged  for  the  redundant  commodities 
of  another.  Providence,  in  its  wisdom,  has  seen  fit  to  bestow 
on  our  people  a  fertile  soil  and  a  congenial  climate,  and  on 
another,  ricn  minerals,  commodious  water-power,  and  all  the 
facilities  for  producing  goods  cheaply.  Wisdom  would  seem  to 
dictate  that  Government  should  create  facilities  for  a  free  and 
reciprocal  interchange  of  commodities  among  men,  and  thereby 
make  mankind  the  participants  of  the  blessings  bestowed  upon 
them  throughout  the  world.  Under  our  Constitution,  it  would 
seem  to  be  the  province  of  the  General  Government  to  provide 
reasonable  facilities  of  communication  with  foreign  countries, 
and  the  peculiar  province  of  State  Legislatures  to  provide  those 
facilities  with  one  another.  But,  sir,  a  different  aoctrine  is  in 
the  ascendant  in  this  country.  Laws  are  now  in  existence  pro- 
hibiting in  some  things,  and  embarrassing  in  all,  this  reciprocal 
intercourse,  which  the  laws  of  nature  seem  to  justify  and  com- 
mand. If  the  doctrine  now  prevailing  is  correct,  if  the  waves  of 
the  Atlantic  would  justify  this  breaking  of  the  laws  of  nature 
and  of  human  right,  then,  sir,  the  waves  of  the  Ohio  or  of  Erie 
would  justify  that  same  policy.  If  it  is  good  policy  to  make 
laws  deranging  and  destroying  this  reciprocal  exchange  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  it  is  equally  go<S  policy  to 
destroy  the  reciprocal  exchange  of  the  fruits  of  Ohio  for  the 
goods  of  Massacnusetts.  If  this  is  to  be  our  policy,  instead  of 
opening,  obstruct  the  channels  of  your  rivers.  Instead  of  build- 
ing new  harbors,  demolish  those  you  hava 

Among  the  early  arguments  adduced  in  favor  of  the  passage 
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of  protective  tariff  laws,  was  the  infancy  of  manufactures.  The 
continuance  of  those  laws  are  now  claimed  for  their  antiquity. 
To  repeal  them  is  now  asserted  to  be  an  abandonment  of  an 
established  system  of  our  Government.  I  well  recollect,  sir, 
that  in  my  early  acquaintance  with  the  politics  of  thelBountry, 
this  protective  tariflt  was  a  subject  of  earnest  debatei     On  the 

})art  of  its  advocates  it  was  contended  that  the  infancy  of  manu- 
actures,  and  an  inability  to  compete  with  cheap  foreign  labor, 
rendered  protection  from  Government  necessary  to  enable  man- 
ufactures to  exist.  It  was  not  then  contended  but  that  certain 
interests  would  be  burdened  by  this  policy  ;  but  the  assurance 
was  given  that  the  necessity  for  the  law  would  only  be  tempo- 
rary, and  that  by  it  great  and  lasting  benefits  would  accrue  to  the 
whole  country.  In  opposition  to  this  policy,  it  was  then  urged 
that  it  was  a  tax  imposed  upon  the  people  for  the  sole  benefit  of 
one  class  of  men,  and  was  equally  inconsistent  with  the  Constitu- 
tion and  sound  policy ;  that  its  tendency  was  to  diminish  the 
industry,  impede  the  prosperity  and  corrupt  the  morals  of  the 
people.  It  was  also  urged,  that  if  a  great  interest  was  built  up 
m  our  country  by  special  legislative  favor,  that  favor  could 
never  be  withdrawn,  would  never  be  relinquished  without  a 
struggle.  It  would  be  capable  of  concentrating  large  numbers 
in  favor  of  certain  political  objects,  and  of  wielding  the  influence 
of  great  wealth  ;  and  that  ambitious  and  corrupt  men,  who  would 
oppose  them  in  their  feebleness,  would  become  their  allies  in 
their  strenght,  and  would  thereby  become  dangerous  to  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  peopla 

The  protective  policy  prevailed.  A  quarter  of  a  century  has 
since  transpired,  and  how  have  the  promises  of  the  one  been  ful- 
filled and  the  predictions  of  the  others  been  verified  ?  Are  we 
now  relieved  from  the  burdens  which  those  laws  imposed  ?  No, 
sir.  We  have  now  what  the  recipients  of  those  favors  and  their 
political  allies  are  pleased  to  call  a  protective  tariff,  higher  than  was 
ever  before  imposed  in  this  country,  and  higher  than  now  exists  in 
any  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  We  are  now  urged  to  the 
continuance  of  this  policy.  For  its  continuance,  have  we  not 
seen  the  corrupting  influence  of  wealth  wielded  and  numbers 
combined  ?  Have  we  not  seen  politicians  associated,  and  candi- 
dates for  oflSce  pledged  to  this  policy  almost  before  their  expres- 
sions of  its  inexpediency  have  died  upon  their  lips?  Have  we 
not  heard  claimed  for  the  credit  of  an  American  tariff  all  that 
the  ingenuity  of  man  has  devised  in  Europe,  Asia,  Africa  and 
America  ?  For  ifc^  continuance,  have  we  not  seen  put  in  requi- 
sition all  the  sophistry  that  human  intellect  can  devise,  and  all  the 
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misrepresentation  that  human  depravity  can  be  induced  to  utter  ? 
Has  not  truth  itself  been  perverted  to  have  the  weight  of  false- 
hood ?  Do  we  not  now  hear  its  advocates  on  this  floor  and  else- 
where express  themselves,  that,  rather  than  the  repeal  of  the 
tariff  law  of  1842,  they  would  prefer  that  our  cities  should  be 
burned,  our  people  overwhelmed  with  taxation,  and  our  fields 
drenched  in  blood  ?  That  these  laws  are  unnecessary,  inexpe- 
dient, injurious  and  oppressive  to  the  industry  and  prosperity  of 
our  country,  and  dangerous  to  our  liberties,  is  what  I  now  pro- 
pose to  demonstrate  That  they  are  unconstitutional,  I  honestly 
Delieve ;  but  the  proof  on  this  part  of  the  subject  I  leave  to 
abler  hands. 

But  as  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  early  in 
this  session,  took  occasion  to  remark,  that  to  question  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  protective  tariff  policy  was  a  new  and  extra- 
ordinary doctrine,  I  will  avail  myself  of  the  present  opportunity 
to  say,  that  a  statesman  must  be  a  very  unsafe  leader  in  matters  of 
political  economy  who  has  studied  the  history  of  this  subject  so 
little  as  not  to  know  that  its  constitutionality  has  been  at  all 
times  a  matter  of  question.  Gentlemtn  not  unknown  to  fame 
have  long  since  given  very  able  opinions  upon  this  subject  A 
certain  Abbott  Lawrence,  of  late  letter-writing  notoriety,  in 
1821,  wrote  and  read  certain  resolutions  denying  their  constitu- 
tionality, and  charging  them  as  being  destructive  to  the  morals 
and  industry  of  the  peopla  A  certain  Daniel  Webster  addressed 
a  meeting  on  that  occasion,  in  a  manner  to  do  himself  much 
credit ;  and  he,  too,  denied  the  constitutionality  of  those  laws. 
That  opinion  was  certainly  long  entertained  by  that  talented 
^ntlman ;  for  in  a  speech  in  the  United  States  Senate,  in  1830, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  referring  to  his  speech 
of  1821,  hS  repeated :  "  I  said  then,  and  now  say,  that,  as  an 
"original  question,  the  right  of  Congress  under  the  revenue 
"  laws  to  pass  acts  for  the  protection  of  manufactures,  is  a  ques- 
"  tionable  authority.''  In  explaining  the  charged  inconsistency 
of  his  speech  of  1821  and  his  vote  of  1828,  he  claimed  that  the 
tariff  ot  1828  was  not  an  original  question,  but  an  amendment 
of  an  act  in  existence ;  and  he  voted  so  to  modify  it  as  to  make 
it  the  least  injurious  to  his  constituents.  The  tariff  act  of  1842 
was  passed  by  a  Congress  and  under  circumstances  to  render  it  a 
peculiar  subject  of  distrust. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  told  us  upon  this 
floor,  that  he  was  compelled  by  that  Congress  to  vote  for  a  bill 
taking  forty  thousand  dollars  from  the  Treasury,  and  applying 
it  in  a  way  to  corrupt  the  press  and  people,  in  order  that  an 

•  56 
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appropriation  bill  might  pass.  It  is  a  well-nown  fact,  that  thia 
very  tariff  bill,  which  one  vote  in  either  branch  of  Congress 
would  have  defeated,  was  voted  for  by  many  members,  in  order 
that  a  revenue  bill  might  pass.  To  have  failed  to  pass  at  that 
session  either  an  appropriation  or  a  revenue  bill,  would  have 
been  attended  with  consequences  which  I,  hope  there  are  few  in 
this  country  would  wish  to  see  realized.  A  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures first  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  it  was  subse- 
quently adopted  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Among  the  communications  received  by  that  Committee  upon 
Manufactures,  and  from  which  they  drew  their  details  and  rea- 
sons in  favor  of  that  bill,  was  one  from  the  Glenham  factory,  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  As  the  matters  contained  in  that  com- 
munication more  particularly  relate  to  the  agricultural  interests, 
I  shall  make  it  the  particular  subject  of  my  comments.  That 
Committee,  and  certain  other  members  of  Congress,  conceived 
that  communication  to  contain  strong  reasons  in  favor  of  a  pro- 
tective tariff,  while,  for  the  same  reasons,  1  come  to  a  diametri- 
cally opposite  conclusion.  I  think  I  can  show  to  this  House, 
that  it  contains  reasons  Strong,  conclusive,  unanswerable,  that  no 
such  tariff  bill  should  then  have  been  passed,  or  should  now  be 
continued.  That  communication  reported  the  dividends  in  that 
establishment  to  have  been  about  4^  per  cent  annually,  for  a 
long  term  of  years  ;  and  the  Committee  came  to  the  conclusion, 
that  legislative  means  should  be  adopted  to  increase  those  divi- 
dends. A  little  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  most  of 
those  companies  do  their  business,  will  teach  that  dividends 
made  have  very  little  to  do  with  the  accruing  profits.  At  the 
commencement  of  such  a  business,  it  is  most  usual  to  be  on  bor- 
rowed capital,  and  most  of  the  profits  are  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  debt ;  and,  of  course,  small  dividends,  if  any,  are  mada 
If  not  in  debt,  the  partnership  loans  its  profits  on  mortgages  or 
invests  them  in  stocks  for  the  common  benefit,  thereby  'saving 
the  expense  and  trouble  of  individual  investments.  In  the  pro- 
gress of  their  business  the  parties  draw  from  the  concern  the 
supplies  necessary  for  their  individual  expenditures,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  upon  invoicing  and  settlement,  each  gives  his 
note  to  the  partnership  for  the  amount  of  their  individual  indebted- 
ness. When  dividends  arc  made,  they  are  usually  to  settle  these 
individual  matters,  and  only  to  the  amount  necessary  to  do  so; 
that  this  may  have  been  the  practice  of  the  establishment  under 
consideration,  seems  to  be  proved  by  the  statement  itself,  when 
it  shows  by  its  details,  that,  in  the  year  1841,  the  profits  were 
actually  four  or  five  times  the  amount  of  the  dividends  made. 
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la  one  year,  a  loss  is  reported,  and,  to  my  judgment,  it  is  evi- 
dence of  a  profitable  business,  when,  under  its  contingencies,  but 
one  year  in  nineteen  accrues,  when  the  expenses  do  not  exceed 
the  income.  In  that  period  of  time,  the  increase  of  buildings, 
the  repairing  of  water-power,  or  the  replacing  of  new  or  improved 
machinery,  each,  in  any  one  year,  may  have  been  expected 
to  have  exceeded  the  annual  income  oi  a  very  profitable  busi- 
ness. 

Sir,  I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  this  Committee  to  the 
details  of  the  business  of  1841.  The  capital  stock  was  $140,000. 
The  expenses  of  that  year  in  carrying  on  the  business,  including, 
among  everything  else,  transportation  to  market,  insurance  and 
interest  on  investments,  was  about  $144,000.  Taking^  the 
medium  of  the  prices  of  actual  sales,  and  the  income  was 
$186,000 — $42,000  of  profits  over  and  above  the  interest  on  the 
investments — an  actual  profit  of  thirty-five  per  cent  Ought  not 
that  to  have  satisfied  reasonable  men  ?  Ought  it  not  to  have 
satisfied  unreasonable  ones  ?  Could  there  have  been  stronger 
proof  that  no  legislative  aid  was  required,  or  that  the  country 
ought  not  to  have  been  taxed  for  their  protection  ?  I  come  now, 
sir,  to  a  fact  still  more  conclusive.  The  manufacturers  of  this 
country  have  their  raw  material  for  less,  their  provisions  less,  their 
taxes  less  and  their  water-power  cheaper  than  those  of  Europe ; 
the  European  manufacturer  has  also  to  incur  the  contengencies 
and  expense  of  bringing  his  fabrics  across  the  Atlantic.  In  all 
this  the  American  has  the  advantage.  European  labor  may  be 
and  doubtless  is  the  cheapest ;  and  it  is  upon  this  fact  alone 
that  the  American  now  predicates  his  claim  to  protection.  Now, 
fiir,  by  the  details  in  that  communication,  it  is  shown  that  the 
labor  constituted  twenty-four  per  cent  of  the  expenditure ;  that 
of  the  cost  of  the  material  twenty-four  per  cent  was  labor.  Can  any 
comprehension  be  so  stupid  as  not  to  discover  that  a  revenue 
duty  of  twenty-four  per  cent  would  place  the  American  manu- 
facturer above  that  oi  the  European,  on  this  subject,  even  though 
the  labor  of  the  European  had  cost  nothing. 

Sir,  can  I  be  mistaken  in  claiming  this  to  be  evidence 
unanswerable  upon  this  subject?  It  is  evidence,  sir,  taken 
from  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  and  stands  an  immortal  record  in 
the  archives  of  this  House.  From  this  branch  of  the  subject 
another  idea  is  suggested.  No  one  will  contend  that  the  laborers 
in  this  country  get  greater  wages  than  are  necessary  to  their 
support  And  yet  his  provisions  cost  him  less,  and  the  rent  of 
his  habitation  less  than  that  of  the  European.  And  while  the 
American  is  free  from  taxation,  the  European  is  taxed  for  every- 
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thing — ^the  food  he  eats,  the  clothes  he  wears,  and  is  taxed  for 
carrying  on  the  very  business  from  which  he  draws  his  support 
Sir,  why  is  the  American  laborer  barely  able  to  live  ?  Simply, 
sir,  because  of  the  high  price  he  is  required  to  pay  for  the  goods 
which  comprise  a  large  proportion  of  the  expenditure  for  the 
support  of  nis  family.  We  are  now  asked,  sir,  to  continue  in 
force  laws  which  create  a  necessity  for  high  wages,  and  then  to 
justify  those  laws  upon  the  ground  that  wages  are  so  high.  I 
will  next  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  effects  the  business  of 
that  factory  has  upon  agriculture.  According  to  the  minute  cal* 
culation  of  that  communicant,  (and  he  challenged  contradic- 
tion,) that  factory  alone  gave  imployment  to  $1,400,000  of  agri- 
cultural capital.  The  development  of  that  fact  had  a  startling 
eflect  upon  the  Committee ;  and  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  proclaimed  it  in  triumph  upon  this  floor.  Now,  sir, 
let  me  inquire  into  the  results  of  the  employment  of  so  much 
agricultural  capital  The  communication  gives  the  items  of  all 
the  income  from  that  capital,  and  when  all  Was  told  it  amounted 
to  $84,000 — showing,  sir,  that  it  produced  only  half  as  much 
income  as  was  produced  by  one-tenth  of  the  amount  of  manufac- 
turing capital. 

But  the  income  of  a  business  is  not  the  criterion  of  the  profits 
of  a  business,  unless  taken  in  connection  with  the  expenditure. 
In  the  case  of  the  manufacturer  the  items  are  given,  and  show  a 
profit  of  thirty-five  per  cent ;  and  that,  too,  under  the  minimum 
valuation  of  the  compromise  act  As  to  agriculture,  the  expeu- 
ditures  are  not  given  ;  and  I  avail  myselt  ot  my  experience  as 
an  agriculturist  to  supply  the  deficiency.  In  the  cultivation  of 
land  it  is  not  unfrequent  that  the  owner  and  the  laborer  divide 
the  crops.  In  those  cases,  if  the  owner  pays  all  the  contingent 
expenses,  the  laborer  takes  one-third.  If  the  contingent  expen- 
ses are  equally  born  by  each,  then  the  crop  is  equally  divided 
If  the  laborer  pays  all  contingent  expenses,  he  takes  two- 
thirds.  It  takes  the  two-thirds  of  agricultural  income  to  pay 
contingent  expenses  and  labor.  One-third  of  $84,000  is  $28,O00l 
From  which  deduct  the  taxes  which  the  landowner  is  always 
required  to  pay,  and  which  averages  in  New  York  fifty  cents  on 
the  hundred  dollars,  and  it  wovld  leave  the  net  income  of  that 
$1,400,000  to  be  $22,000,  or  1^  per  cent  It  is  hardly  to  be 
credited,  but  is  no  less  true,  that  the  facts  here  presented  are  on 
record  in  this  department,  and  furnished  by  the  framers  of  the 
act  of  1842,  and  taken  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  that  act 
Thirty-five  per  cent  to  the  manufacturer,  and  1^  per  cent 
to  the  farmer.    And  yet  a  law  was  passed  taxing  the  farmer  for 
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the  benefit  of  the  manufacturer,  and  we  are  now  asked  to  con- 
tinue that  law.  But,  sir,  this  is  not  the  end  of  that  picture. 
Under  the  operation  of  the  tariff  law,  let  us  suppose  that  factory 
to  be  doing  only  the  amount  of  business  it  did  in  1841,  and  giv- 
ing employment  to  the  same  agricultural  capital.  What,  now, 
is  the  result  ?  For  the  same  amount  of  productions  they  are 
now  paying  at  preient  prices  $22,000  less  than  they  did  in  1841. 
On  the  article  of  wool  alone  there  is  a  loss  of  near  $20,000 ; 
178,000  pounds  of  wool  having  been  used  in  that  year  at  42^ 
cents  per  pound,  and  the  same  wool  selling  now  at  31  cents  per 

E>un(L  Who  profits  by  this  loss  on  the  farmer^s  products? 
very  dollar  goes  into  the  treasury  of  that  company  increasing 
their  profits.  Such  is  the  terms,  sir,  upon  which  it  is 
proposed  to  consume  in  this  country  all  our  agricultural  pro- 
ductions. 

Sir,  one  more  consideration  in  relation  to  this  communication. 
It  states  the  pncc  paid  to  laborers  to  be  from  seventy-five  cents 
to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day.*  This  is  plausible  in 
amount ;  but  when  it  is  considered  that  the  laborer  boards  him- 
self; that  he  buys  of  his  employer  his  goods  and  provisions  at  a 
rate  .fifty  per  cent  above  the  market  price,  it  is  not  presump- 
tions to  conclude  that  no  laborers  are  required  to  work  more 
hours,  have  less  time  for  relaxation,  and  receive  poorer  pay  than 
those  engaged  in  manufacturing.  I  have  been  informed,  and 
upon  authority  upon  which  I  think  I  can  rely,  that  not  unfre- 
quently  it  is  a  part  of  the  contract  with  the  baborers  that  they 
are  to  get  their  supply  of  goods  and  provisions  from  their 
employers ;  and  where  the  employers  do  not  keep  store-houses, 
they  make  contracts  with  those  who  do,  and  thereby  have 
returned  to  them  a  part  of  the  enormous  profits  charged  to  the 
laborers.  Sir,  with  this  part  of  the  subject  I  have  done.  Such 
is  the  picture  from  which  the  law  of  1842  is  drawn.  Such,  sir, 
is  the  picture  to  which  some  gentlemen  on  the  floor  of  Congress 
then  appealed  in  terms  of  exultation.  Some  of  them,  doubdess, 
were  themselves  deceived — were  mistaken.  But,  sir,  I  think  the 
experience  of  a  few  years,  and  the  developments  made  and  to  be 
made,  will  not  now  permit  gentlemen  to  be  mistaken  so  cheaply. 
Because  the  farming  interest  has  been  passive  thus  far,  gentle- 
man need  not  imagine  that  it  will  always  remain  so.  Let  the 
farmers  but  understand  their  rishts  and  the  sources  of  their 
oppression,  and  they  will  rise  in  tneir  strength  and  avenge  them- 
selvea  To  many  of  the  gentlemen  who  may  still  persist  in  the 
maintenance  of  these  unequal  laws,  the  seats  that  now  know 
them  here  will  soon  know  them  here  no  more. 
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Sir,  one  idea  more  in  relation  to  the  Glenham  factory.  If  the 
laborers  in  that  factory  receive  from  it  three-fourths  of  their 
wages  in  goods  and  provisions,  at  only  a  profit  to  the  seller  of 
thirty  per  cent,  the  mctory  would  thereby  be  a  gainer  of  $7,000,  ' 
or  a  profit  on  her  capital  stock  from  that  source  of  five  per  cent 
This  would  reduce  the  per  centage  for  labor  to  19  per  cent  The 
reductions  on  the  price  of  agricultural  productions  since  1842, 
affords  a  profit  to  that  factory  of  about  16  per  cent,  which,  added 
to  the  percentage  for  goods  and  provisions  to  laborers,  makes  a  net 
profit  from  these  two  sources  oi  twenty-one  per  cent  in  addition 
to  the  profits  heretofore  estimated.  Whence  are  the  enormous 
profits  to  the  manufacturers  derived?  Foreigners  do  not  pay 
them.  They  do  not  come  from  the  air  or  the  elements.  They 
are  not  the  spontaneous  productions  of  matter.  No,  sir ;  they 
are  paid  by  those  laboring  millions  whom  gentlemen  seem  so 
ardent  in  their  professions  to  protect  From  the  arguments  of 
the  advocates  oi  protection  it  wouM  seem  to  be  an  unsettled 
question  with  them  whether  by  protection  anybody  is  benefited  ; 
and,  if  so,  who  ?  They  «iy  that  high  duties  make  cheap  goods, 
and  then  that  high  duties  will  make  dear  wool.  High  duties 
will  not  tax  the  consumer  of  goods,  but  high  duties  will  tax  the 
consumer  of  wool.  They  say  that  manufacturers  cannot  sustain 
themselves  at  the  prices  of  goods  without  high  duties,  and  by 
imposing  those  duties  the  goods  will  be  lower,  and  then  they  can 
sustain  themselves.  They  say  you  must  lay  a  tax  to  make  labor 
high,  and  then  justify  the  tax  in  consequence  of  the  high  price 
of  labor.  If  amidst  these  contradictions  it  should  chance  to  be 
ascertained  that  somebody  is  taxed  and  others  are  the  receivers 
of  the  tax,  it  will  then  be  ascertained  that  of  those  who  pay  the 
tax,  the  poor  laborer  pays  as  much  as  the  man  worth  thousands ; 
and,  of  the  recipients  of  the  tax,  he  of  $100,000  receives  ten 
times  as  much  as  he  of  $10,000.  Here,  sir,  is  the  beauty  and 
consistency  of  these  taxes,  inexplicable  in  all  their  ruinous 
effects  to  their  advocates  themselves. 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the  House  briefly  to  the  effect 
that  the  tariff  has  had  upon  the  wool-grower.  When  the  tariff 
bill  was  under  consideration,  and  on  flie  12th  of  July,  1842,  an 
honorable  gentleman  from  Vermont  (for  which  he  has  the 
thanks  of  one  humble  hearty  moved  an  amendment,  providing 
that  a  liberal  duty  be  imposea  upon  the  importation  of  all  foreign 
wool  He  statecl  that  large  exportations  of  fine-wooled  bucks 
had  been  made  to  Buenos  Ayres  for  the  purpose  of  growing  fine 
wool,  (and  our  records  show  that  many  of  those  bucks  cost 
twenty  dollars  per  head.)    He  stated  that  fourteen  millions  of 
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pounds  of  wool  from  that  source  had  been  imported  into  this 
country  in  one  year,  and  much  of  it  equal  to  our  finest  wool. 
He  stated,  that  under  the  high  duties  imjxjsed  upon  goods,  the 
wool-grower  could  not  stand  that  competition.  His  amendment 
was,  however,  voted  down.  He  then  proposed  to  amend  so  that 
whatever  duty  was  imposed,  the  valuation  should  be  made  in 
our  own  ports  ;  (aware,  no  doubt,  of  certain  managements  which, 
if  I  again  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  this  subject  when  it 
shall  be  more  legitimately  before  the  House,  I  will  endeavor  to 
explain.)  He  was  again  voted  down.  The  arguments  adduced 
in  opposition  to  his  amendments  are  well  worthy  the  considera- 
tion of  this  House  and  the  people  of  this  country.  It  was  con- 
tended, in  opposition  to  those  amendments,'  that  their  effect  was 
to  impose  a  tax  upon  the  poor  manufacturer  for  the  benefit  of 
the  rich  wool-grower.  It  was  contended  that  those  amendments 
would  not  protect  labor,  but  only  the  growth  of  sheep ;  and  it 
the  wool-grower  could  not  stand  the  competition,  then  let  them 
abandon  the  business  and  go  at  something  else.  This,  sir,  was 
the  friendship  displayed  by  the  tariff  men  in  1842  for  the  agri- 
cultural interest,  and  it  stands  recorded  in  our  library  in  both 
the  Olobe  and  Intelligencer,  How  much  cause  we  must  now  have 
to  sympathize  with  that  same  class  of  men  in  their  agonizing 
fears  for  the  agricultural  interest,  under  their  apprehension  of 
the  repeal  of  the  English  corn-laws  or  the  modification  of  our 
tariff.  But,  sir,  the  consequences  of  their  policy  are  about 
developing  themselves.  The  wool-growing  interest  is  now  tot- 
tering upon  the  precipice  of  destruction.  With  it,  the  beginning 
of  the  end  has  commenced.  Twenty-four  millions  of  pounds  of 
foreign  wool  have  been  imported  to  this  country  during  the  past 

J^ear — an  amount  within  five  millions,  or  at  larthest  ten  mil- 
ions  of  pounds  of  all  the  wool  used  by  the  manufacturers  of  the 
country.  Of  the  balance  of  domestic  wool,  .three  millions  of 
pounds  has  been  exported,  a  portion  has  been  used  in  our  fami- 
lies, and  the  residue  is  on  the  hands  of  the  growers,  or  is  in  the 
storehouses  of  the  purchasers.  With  this  surplus  on  hand — 
with  an  accumulated  crop  conling  in  of  at  Icivst  forty-five  mil- 
lions of  pounds— and  with  a  probable  impoHation  for  the  year  to 
come  of  some  thirty  millions  of  pounds  of  foreign  wool — nothing 
can  save  the  wool-growing  business  from  destruction  as  a^  mar- 
ketable business  but  the  repeal  of  the  tariff  of  1842.  That 
would  open  to  us  an  opportunity  of  selling  our  surplus  wool  to 
the  English  market,  which  requires  an  annual  supply  of  seventy 
millions  of  pounds  of  foreign  wool.  Thtit  would  enable  us  to 
sell  to  them  our  wool,  without  being  prohibited  by  the  high 
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duties  now  imposed  upon  the  goods  we  must  Docessarilj  take  in 
exchanga 

I  will  now  briefljr  notice  the  interests  of  the  mechanics.  The 
friends  of  high  duties  characterize  them  with  the  aristocratic  title 
of  manufacturers.  But  while  they  are  thus  participants  in  the  name 
they  are  denied  participation  in  the  plunder.  While  they  are 
sought  to  be  made  tools  of  by  sycophantic  flattery,  they  are 
made  deeply  to  participate  in  the  oppressions  which  those  laws 
inflict.  In  the  auties  imposed  by  tne  tariff  act  of  1842,  the  hat- 
ter was  left  to  the  minimum  valuation  of  the  compromise  act; 
and  the  duties  on  some  of  the  fabrics  of  the  shoemaker  were 
actually  reduced.  None  but  those  who  wrought  the  fabrics  of 
the  manufacturer  had  the  rates  of  duty  increased.  The  employ- 
ers of  the  mechanics  are  the  farmers,  and  can  they  exf)ect  from 
them  a  liberal  patronage  when  reduced  to  the  poverty  they  are 
obliged  to  struggle  with  for  a  bare  subsistence  ?  When  they  are 
compelled  by  necessity  to  live  in  .*»hanties  raised  perhaps  by  their 
own  hands,  and  to  look  with  swelling 'hearts  upon  their  own  rag- 
ged, barefooted,  bareheaded  offspring,  can  it  be  expected  that  they 
can  give  employment  liberally  to  mechanics  ?  No,  sir.  Remove 
from  them  the  oppressions  of  your  restrictive  laws,  and  give 
them  a  chance  to  compete  unshackled  in  the  markets  of 
the  world,  and  you  will  at  least  add  10  per  cent,  to  their 
$1,000,000,000  of  productions.  You  would  add  $1,000,000,000 
annually  to  their  means  of  rising  from  their  indigence  to  compe- 
tence, and,  if  desired,  to  luxury.  Then  would  the  raising  of 
comfortable  mansions  and  the  enjoyment  of  comfortable  cos- 
tumes by  the  millions  of  this  class  of  our  citizens  give  a  lib- 
eral employment  to  the  industrious  ingenuity  of  our  mechan- 
ics, and  vastly  increase  the  consumption  of  the  manufacturers' 
goods. 

In  conclusion,  T  will  devote  a  few  suggestions  more  particu- 
larly to  the  subject  under  consideration.  To  some  of  the  views 
of  the  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  and  Alabama  upon  this 
subject,  I  dissent^  as  going  to  an  extrema  But  I  do  it  in  great- 
est kindness.  To  such  doctrines,  though  in  the  extreme,  by 
counterbalancing  a  rtiuch  more  dangerous  extreme,  I  believe  we 
owe  much  that  remains  to  us  of  our  violated,  mutilated  Consti- 
tutiop.  To  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  permit 
me  to  say  that  I  believe  them  subversive  of  all  our  fundamental 
laws.  To  the  whole  bill  under  consideration,  peri^onallv,  I  have 
a  favorable  feeling ;  but  as  a  member  of  this  House,  I  cannot 
vote  for  the  whole.  Had  not  the  rule  been  altered,  and  had  it 
depended  on  my  vote,  the  bill  was  already  lost     For  much  of 
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it  I  am  disposed  to  vote  now.  For  the  modification  of  the  tariS 
I  have  an  ardent  desire ;  but  rather  than  accept  either  of  these 
laws  upon  terms  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  let 
both  be  lost  Sir,  I  vote  for  no  bill  upon  the  merits  of  another. 
If  I  thought  a  majority  of  this  Congress  were  actuated  by  other 
than  such  motives,  I  would  vote  in  favor  of  a  resolution  for  its 
adjournment  to-morrow.  With  the  light  that  the  people  have 
upon  the  subject,  I  would  trust  to  them  to  supply  our  places 
with  men  who  will  wipe  from  our  statutes  those  laws  which  are 
the  sources  of  our  oppression.  A  few  more  years  of  suffering, 
and  I  much  mistake  the  intelligence  of  the  people,  if  the  influ- 
ence of  sophistry  does  not  give  place  to  reason ;  and  the  laws 
which  now  oppress  us,  will  only  be  remembered  as  a  blot  upon 
our  history. 

The  bill  having  received  a  single  amendment  in  the  Senate, 
was  returned  to  the  House  for  its  concurrence ;  it  being  so  near 
the  close  of  the  session,  a  single  day's  delay  of  such  concurrence 
would  have  defeated  the  bill  for  want  of  time,  and  at  a  meeting 
at  Mrs.  Hamilton's,  Mr.  George  Rathbone  moved  that  the  New 
York  members  unite  in  opposition  to  taking  the  question  upon 
concurring  with  the  Senate.  I  replied  to  Mr.  Bathbone,  and 
bis  motion  was  voted  down  and  saved  the  bill,  and  it  passed 
into  history  and  became  a  part  of  the  policy  of  the  compromise 
of  1850.  On  the  passage  of  the  bill  on  the  3rd  of  July,  Mr. 
Bang,  with  his  friends,  adhered  to  their  pledge,  and  voted  as  a 
unit  in  favor  of  its  passage.  On  the  vote  of  concurrence  with 
the  Senate  amendment  on  the  29th  of  July,  Mr.  King,  with  four 
of  bis  associates,  bolted  their  pledge  and  voted  with  the  opposi- 
tion. 

In  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  amendatory  of  the  tariff  law  of  1842, 
on  the  19th  of  June,  1846, 1  spoke  as  follows : — 

Mr.  Chairman — We  have  received  amon^  our  documents  some 
statistics  collected  under  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  which  it  is  there  shown  that  in  1844,  while  the  products 
of  labor  in  agriculture  is  $175  per  man,  the  products  of  the 
woolen  manufactures  in  that  year  was  $1,205.50  per  individual, 
including  both  men  and  women.  These  statistics  show  us  that 
it  requires  eight  times  as  much  labor,  and  five  times  as  much 
capital  in«a  given  amount  in  agriculture,  as  are  required  in  the 
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same  amoant  in  the  manufacture  of  woollen  goods.  Each  of  the 
other  protected  interests  do  not  vary  very  materially  in  this  esti- 
mate from  that  ot  the  woollen  manufacturea  If  it  should  be 
argued  that  manufactures  require  protection  iq  consequence  of 
the  cheap  interest  on  capital  in  Europe,  it  must  be  answered, 
that  agriculture  has  five  times  greater  reason  to  require  it  If  it 
fihoula  be  argued  that  manufactures  require  protection  in  conse- 
quence of  the  high  price  of  labor,  it  must  be  answered  that  agri- 
culture has  from  six  to  eight  times  greater  reason  to  require  it 
for  the  same  cause.  And  yet  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
is  gravely  debating  whether  the  country  ought  not  to  be  taxed 
for  the  benefit  of  manufactures.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  Stewart,]  in  advocating  that  tax,  says  it  is  no  party 
question.  Sir,  it  should  never  have  been  made  a  party  question. 
Gentlemen  should  never  have  dignified  it  by  the  name  of  an 
American  (question.  It  is  a  question,  sir,  that  has  more  the 
characteristics  of  the  Arab — it  is  a  great  question  of  plunder. 

Those  works  upon  history  and  moral  science,  which  have  at 
all  times  been  used  in  our  schools^  have  taught  that  commerce 
lias  exerted  the  strongest  influence  in  raising  men  from  barba- 
rism to  civilization  ;  that  those  nations  who  have  been  the  most 
commercial  have  been  the  most  distinguished  for  their  intelli- 
gence, social  virtues,  enterprise,  wealth  and  strength.  In  proof 
of  this  position,  we  are  referred  to  the  Phoenicians,  Tyreans, 
Greeks  and  Carthagenians  of  the  ancient  world ;  at  a  later 
period,  to  that  of  Venius,  which,  with  limited  territory  and 
small  population,  while  she  enjoyed  the  whole  commerce  of 
Europe,  stood  the  bulwark  against  the  power  of  the  Turk,  which 
was  tnen  threatening  the  world  with  suojugation.  Holland,  too, 
through  the  power  created  by  her  commerce,  long  contested  with 
England  the  empire  of  the  sea.  Spain  and  Portugal,  while  com- 
mercial nations,  astonished  the  world  by  the  fruits  of  their  enter- 
prise Each  of  these  nations,  upon  failing  to  retain  their  com- 
mercial ascendency,  have  sunk  in  the  scale  of  nations.  England 
owes  her  power  and  wealth  to  her  successful  efforts  as  a  com- 
mercial nation.  This  view  of  the  subject  has  not  only  been 
taught  in  our  schools,  but  has  been  entertained  by  nations  ;  and 
the  great  effort  of  Governments  have  been  to  secure  universal 
commerce,  and  to  outrun  competition  in  this  pursuit  Those 
.efforts  were  checked  by  the  long  vindictive  wars  at  the  close  of 
the  18th  and  the  commencement  of  the  19th  centuries.  In  those 
conflicts,  commerce  being  most  valuable,  was  most  readily 
assailed.  The  wealth  derived  from  commerce  being  the  strong 
sinew  of  war,  to  destroy  that  commerce  was  to  clip  Vae  wings  of 
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tbe  enemy.  In  pursuance  of  this  object,  France,  under  Bona- 
parte, founded  the  continental  system.  England,  through  a  sim- 
ilar policy,  became  the  tyrant  of  the  sea,  and,  in  consequence, 
we  oecame  involved  in  the  conflict  France,  deprived  of  her 
commerce,  began  to  tax  nature  to  raise  in  her  climate  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  tropics.  England,  deprived  of  the  resources  of  con- 
tinental Europe  and  of  America  for  her  breadstufis,  began  a  con- 
flict with  nature  to  try  to  raise  them  herself.  We,  too,  had 
Adopted  many  artificial  substitutes  for  those  facilities  which 
nature  or  circumstances  had  seemed  to  deny  us.  Such,  sir,  was 
the  state  of  things  found  to.  be  in  existence  at  the  establishment 
of  universal  peace  in  the  year  1815.  In  each  nation  large  cap 
itals  had  been  invested,  through  the  necessity  of  the  case,  m 
enterprises  which  must  have  been  sacrificed,  by  coming  into 
equal  competition  with  those  more  favored  by  nature  and  cir- 
cumstances in  the  same  pursuits.  In  many  instances  Govern- 
ments had  invited  these  investments  of  capital,  and  could  not 
in  justice  see  them  srcrificed.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
first  laws  of  any  magnitude  were  passed,  securing  a  monopoly  of 
interest  to  any  one  class  of  men,  and  throwing  embarrassments  in 
the  way  of  commercial  enterprise  and  prosperity.  But,  sir, 
these  restrictive  laws  were  never  intended  to  be  permanent 
They  were  only  intended  to  remain  till  men  bad  indemnified 
themselves  for  their  capital  invested,  and  then  to  either  abandon  or 
pursue  them,  as  circumstances  and  experience  would  justify.  It 
was  with  such  views  as  these  that  the  patriotic  Democracy  of 
the  country  favored  and  passed  the  laws  of  1816  and  1824. 
Since  1830,  the  same  Democracy  conceived  that  the  experiment 
had  been  tried  long  enough  ;  that  the  country  had  endured  tax- 
•ation  for  a  privileged  class  as  long  as  justice  and  experiment 
could  require. 

But  a  new  state  of  things  was  found  to  have  been  created  in 
the  country.  Those  protected  interests  were  found  to  have 
become  strong  and  mighty  as  political  engines.  Like  the  tiger 
that  has  tasted  blood,  appetite  had  been  provoked  to  keenness 
by  indulgenoa  Thev  had  so  long  enjoyed  contributions  upon 
the  people  that  they  began  to  consider  them  as  their  birthright, 
and  demanded  tbeir  continuanca  Then,  sir,  was  formed  the 
unholy  alliance,  which  we  have  had  since  to  contend  with.  The 
opponents  of  the  late  war — the  opponents  of  the  remedies  to 
heal  the  wounds  of  the  war — the  opponents  of  the  Democracy 
and  of  protection  to  feeble  interests  and  patient  industry — allied 
themselves  with  those  protected  interests  which  had  been 
warmed  into  strength  by  the  acts  of  the  Democracy.    On  the 
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one  side  offices  and  honors  were  to  be  the  marriage  gift ;  and  to 
the  other  was  to  be  bestowed  the  dower  of  lasting  plunder  upon 
the  peopla  Sir,  the  farmers  of  this  countir  are  taunted  as  hay* 
ing  oeen  dupes  and  fools  for  ever  having  tolerated  the  protective 
tariff  policy,  if  it  is  not  important  to  continue  it  in  all  futate 
time.  Sir,  the  farming  interest  tolerated  it  in  the  first  instance 
from  motives  of  purest  patriotism.  They  did  it  as  a  means  to 
heal  certain  of  the  wounds  which  were  the  consequences  of  war. 
From  the  same  motives  which  induced  them  to  allow  of  its 
adoption,  they  now  require  its  abandonment,  and  for  still  another 
reason,  that  of  stopping  the  corrupting  influences  which  that 
policy  is  infusing  through  all  our  institutions.  Fools  and  dupes 
indeed  t  Strong  language  to  be  used  against  a  class  of  men  toat 
I  know  possess  intelligence  and  ability  to  redress  themselves 
when  ag^eved.  Where,  sir,  were  ever  found  greater  exhibi- 
tions of  judgment  and  love  of  liberty,  than  have  been  found 
among  the  agriculturists  of  a  country?  What  class  of  men 
have  been  more  ready  to  assert,  or  more  potent  in  maintaining 
it  ?  Borne,  as  a  republic,  attained  her  greatness  when  the  Gen- 
erals that  led  her  armies  were  taken  from  among  the  cultivators 
of  the  soil.  It  was  the  peasantry  of  Italy  that  bore  her  con- 
quering eagles  to  the  remotest  parts  of  the  eartL  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  peasants  of  the  Grampian  hills,  King  John  would 
never  have  signed  the  magna  diarta.  It  was  the  peasantry  of 
England  that  shook  of  the  tyranny  that  the  Tudors  had  trans- 
mitted to  the  Stuarts.  And,  sir,  I  need  not  assert  to  this  Ilouse 
that  the  agricultural  interest  certainly  did  its  share  in  procuring 
our  liberties  in  the  war  of  the  Eevolution.  Sir,  1  have  associ- 
ated with  farmers  in  their  toils  in  the  snows  of  winter,  and  in 
the  heats  of  summer.  I  know  their  patient  industry,  and  the 
strict  economy  necessary  to  sustain  them  in  their  busings.  I 
know  their  ardent  love  of  liberty ;  their  intelligence  and  their 
ability  to  apply  the  remedy,  when  made  conscious  that  their 
rights  are  invaded.  And  let  me  tell,  gentlemen,  that,  unless  the 
oppressions  of  the  present  restrictive  laws  be  removed,  that  rem* 
edy  will  be  appliea.  Sir.  I  will  now  consider  some  of  the  most 
prominent  arguments  adauced  in  favor  of  the  restrictive  policy. 
First,  then,  distinctions  are  attempted  to  be  drawn  between  ^e 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  North,  and  those  of  the  South  ;  the 
East,  and  those  of  the  West,  in  this  Union.  The  statesmen,  the 
institutions,  the  whole  interests  of  the  South,  are  held  up  as  objects 
of  execration  ;  and  gentlemen  here,  in  making  statistical  calcu- 
lations upon  the  productions  of  the  country,  have  openly 
avowed  tnat  those  of  the  South  ought  not  to  be  taken  into  the 
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account  I  have  seen  with  regret  that  the  poison  of  these  influ- 
ences have  taken  to  deep  a  hold  upon  the  prejudices  of  mem- 
bers hera  Let  gentlemen  consider,  that  the  lathers  of  the  South 
and  North  were  brother  pioneers  in  settling  the  wildernesses  of 
this  country  ;  that  their  brave  hearts  beat  side  by  side  in  achiev- 
ing our  libierties ;  that  their  statesmen,  with  equal  talent,  equal 
patriotism,  and  as  fe^  weaknesses,  united  in  forming  our  present 
institutions,  and  stand  ready  to  maintain  them.  But,  sir,  if 
patriotism,  love  of  country,  love  for  the  Union,  and  reminiscences 
of  the  past,  are  not  sufficient  to  deter  gentlemen  from  this  unwise 
policy,  let  me  appeal  to  their  interesta  I  am  ready  to  admit 
that  the  exports  of  the  South  exceed  those  of  the  North.  But,  sir, 
the  commercial  men  of  the  North  do  most  of  this  export  busi- 
ness. In  return,  they  send  to  the  South  a  portion  of  the  geods 
taken  in  exchange,  by  which,  together  with  such  products  of  the 
North  as  are  required  in  the  South,  this  excess  of  exports  is 
equalized,  and  frequently,  if  not  at  all  times,  the  balance  of  trade 
is  in  favor  of  the  people  of  the  North.  I  will  ask  of  gentlemen 
to  point  out  a  single  year  when  in' this  exchange  the  balance  has 
been  against  the  NortL  In  my  examinations  I  have  never  dis- 
ooverea  such  yean      Sir,  the  people  of  the  North  enjoy  the 

Profits  of  exchanging  Southern  exports  with  foreign  countries. 
'hey  also  enjoy  the  profits  of  paying  for  these  exports,  by  sell- 
ing to  the  South  the  goods  and  productions  of  the  North,  with 
all  the  attendant  benefits  of  the  exchange.  Let  it  not  be  said 
that  these  reciprocal  advantages  to  the  people  of  our  common 
country  should  be  embarrassed  or  destroyea  upon  the  shrine  of 
personal  cupidity,  party  malevolence,  or  sectional  prejudica  Sir, 
an  argument  is  adduced  by  the  friends  of  the  present  tariff,  that 
protection  to  manufactures  gives  employment  to  industry,  and 
creates  consumers  for  home  productions.  By  the  census  of  1840, 
88,000  men  were  employed  in  producing  $66,000^00  worth  of 
cotton  and  woollen  gooas.  By  the  report  upon  our  commerce 
and  navigation  in  1841,  commerce  employed  117,000  men,  and 
our  imports  in  American  ships  were  $113,000,000. 

From  these  facts  it  will  be  understood,  that  for  every  man  who 
gains  employment  in  manufactures  through  the  aid  of  protec- 
tion, two,  at  least,  lose  employment  in  commercial  pursuits. 
For  every  consumer  of  home  productions,  created  by  manufac- 
tures, two,  at  least,  are  lost  to  us  by  the  diminished  commerce 
of  the  country.  Mr.  Webster  asserted  this  fact  in  his  Faneuil 
Hall  speech,  and  our  records  show  it  to  be  trua  It  is  asserted, 
that  unless  manufactures  arc  protected  against  the  influence  of 
commerce,  their  business  will  be  prostrated,  and  they  will  be 
broken  down. 
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By  the  census  of  1840,  $20,000,000  worth  of  woollen  goods 
were  manufactured  in  this  country,  and  six  millions  of  dollars 
worth  were  imported.  To  protect  that  $20,000,000  against  this 
$6,000,000  is  what  gentlemen  claim.  By  a  ifurther  examination, 
gentlemen  will  find  that  they  have  mistaken  their  enemy.  Their 
camp  had  been  invaded  from  another  quarter,  and  their  citadel 
stormed.  These  invaders  are  no  less  than  the  American  women. 
By  looking  at  that  same  census,  on  page  409,  it  will  be  seen 
that  over  $29,000,000  worth  of  goods  were  manufactured  in  our 
families.  Pulling  out  the  thread  with  the  fingers,  treading  the 
loom  with  the  feet,  and  throwing  the  shuttle  with  the  hand,  oar 
noble  women  competed  with  botn  commerce  and  the  jennies  and 
power-looms  of  the  manufacturers,  and  exceeded  both.  Their 
fabrics  are  now  to  be  found  in  many  pafts  of  our  country ;  and, 
taking  into  consideration  their  quality,  are  afforded  at  as  cheap 
a  rate  as  those  produced  by  the  manufacturers.  By  the  census 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  females  have  manufactured  by 
hand  in  that  State,  during  the  past  year,  7,090,089  yards  of  cloth. 
These  noble  women  ask  no  protection  other  than  that  love  and 
affection  to  which  their  virtues  so  eminently  entitle  them.  And 
will  gentlemen  urge  here  that  their  families  ought  to  be  taxed 
for  the  benefit  of  manufacturers?  Let  such  doctrine  be  aban- 
doned, and  save  us  the  necessity  of  blushing  for  our  country. 
It  is  said,  sir,  that  by  extending  legislative  aid  to  manufacturers, 
men  will  abandon  agriculture  to  engage  in  manufacturing,  and 
thereby  diminish  producers,  and  increase  consumers.  It  cer- 
tainly appears  extraordinary  to  urge  the  passage  of  laws  to  divert 
men  from  their  natural  pursuits,  and  impel  them  to  such  as 
require  protection  to  exist  But  since  it  is  suggested,  let  me 
inquire  how  it  is  to  be  dona  Gentlemen  ought  not  to  recom- 
mend a  measure  unless  they  know  how  it  is  to  be  accomplished. 
Is  it  intended  to  oppress  agriculture,  so  as  to  drive  men  from  its 

{mrsuits?  Or  are  manufactures  to  be  placed,  in  point  of  privi- 
^es,  so  far  above  them  as  to  allure  them  to  it  i  Let  gentle- 
men answer,  and  in  the  meantime  we  must  conclude  that  both 
these  causes  are  aimed  at,  in  order  to  produce  the  effect  sug- 
gested. It  requires  capital,  skill  and  experience,  in  order  to 
engage  in  manufactures,  and  not  one  in  ten  thousand  of  our 
agriculturists  possess  the  tastes  or  qualifications  for  embarking 
in  them.  This  very  argument,  then,  shows  that  such  laws  are 
directly  intended  to  be  a  lasting,  ruinous  and  tyrannical  oppres- 
sion upon  the  agriculturists  of  the  country.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stewart,]  in  his  late  speech 
upon  the  harbor  bill,  stated  that  in  importing  $10,000,000  worth 
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• 

of  woollen  goods,  (as  wool  was  one-half  of  the  cost  of  the  mate- 
rial,) we  imported  $5,000,000  worth  of  foreign  agricultural  pro- 
ductions. Let  me  examine  this  argument  upon  his  premisea 
Suppose  two  pieces  of  woollen  goods  be  sold  in  our  marlcet,  each 
at  the  same  price,  the  one  imported  and  the  other  of  home  man- 
ufacture. On  the  imported  article,  suppose  the  duty  to  be  only 
thirty  per  cent  If  paid  by  the  foreigner  it  is  a  Ibonus  to  us. 
If  paid  by  the  consumer,  it  is  still  so  much  American,  it  being  a 
part  of  its  value,  and  hav4ng  gone  into  the  treasury.  Add  to 
this  twenty-five  per  cent  commissions  to  our  commercial  men, 
being  also  a  part  of  the  value  of  the  goods,  and  you  make  the 
imported  article  fifty-five  per  cent  American.  As  most  of  our 
home  manufactured  goods  are  made  of  foreign  wool,  (24,000,000 
having  been  imported  the  past  year,)  according  to  the  gentleman's 
argumelt,  fifty  per  cent  of  the  home  manufacture  goods  is 
foreign,  the  imported  article  being  five  per  cent  more  American 
than  that  of  home  manufacture.  To  which  did  the  gentleman 
mean  to  apply  his  argument  of  foreign  I  foreign  I  !  foreign  !  1  f 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says:  "But  finally  the  whole 
*'  question,  so  interesting  to  the  American  people,  turns  upon  a 
"  simple  question  of  fact  Do  protective  duties  ultimately 
"  increase,  or  reduce,  the  prices  of  the  articles  on  which  they  are 
"  levied  ?"  He  denied  the  riffht  of  the  enemies  of  the  tanff  to 
assume  these  facts,  and  called  on  them  for  the  proof.  He  said 
these  facts  lie  at  the  foundation  of  the  whole  question.  Now, 
sir,  I  intend  to  show  that  much  more  important  considerations 
are  depending  on  this  question  ;  but  as  the  gentleman  has  sug- 
^  gested  that  the  settlement  of  that  one  fact  would  settle  the  whole 

Juestion,  I  will  endeavor  to  settle  that  fact  to  his  satisfaction, 
have  sufficient  statistical  proof,  but  time  will  not  permit  them 
to  be  presented  hera  I  may  get  them  published  for  the 
consideration  of  those  who  may  be  interested  in  examining 
thenu 

One  item  from  these  statistics  I  will,  however,  now  present : 
The  duty  on  bar  iron  is  twenty-five  dollars  per  ton.  By  the 
report  upon  commerce  and  navigation,  th6  difference  between 
the  price  of  bar  iron  jn  foreign  ports  and  the  estimated  value  in 
our  commercial  cities,  is  thirty  dollars  per  ton.  The  price  of 
freight  is  five  dollars  per  ton,  leaving  the  duty  to  make  exactly 
the  oalance  of  the  excess  of  prica  Will  any  gentleman  presume 
to  deny  that  that  iron  would  be  twenty-five  dollars  per  ton 
cheaper  to  the  consumer  if  the  duty  were  taken  off?  Can  the 
gentleman  ask  for  higher  proof  than  this  ?  If  this  does  not  sat- 
isfy the  gentleman,  I  will  give  his  own  words  in  proof  of  the  fact 
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he  calls  for.  -He  tells  us  in  one  plaxse,  that  to  reduce  the  duty 
to  twenty  per  cent  upon  iron  would  extinguish  the  fires  of 
every  furnace  and  every  forge  in  Pennsylvania.  In  another 
place  he  tells  us  that  reciprocal  free  trade  would  be  ruinous  to 
Pennsylvania,  because  her  iron  and  other  manufactures  are  car- 
ried on  mostly  by  manual  labor.  Now,  sir,  in  the  name  of  com- 
mon sense,  how  is  the  reduction  of  duties  to  produce  such 
momentous  effects  upon  the  iron  manufactures  of  Pennsvlvaniaj 
if  the  eflFect  of  reducing  the  duties  ^buld  not  be  to  reduce  the 
price  to  the  consumer  ?  Does  not  this  consideration — this  argu- 
ment of  his  own — satisfy  the  gentleman  ?  But,  sir,  I  deny  that 
the  reduction  of  duties  will  be  attended  with  the  consequences 
that  the  gentleman  suggests  to  the  iron  manufacturers  of  Penn- 
sylvania. I  deny  that  any  necessity  exists  for  these  protective 
duties ;  and  I  will  here  show  that  1  am  correct  in  that  conclu- 
sion. By  the  census  of  1840,  there  were  in  the  United  States 
1,599  furnaces,  bloomeries,  forges  and  rolling  mills.  There  were 
30,497  men  employed  in  them,  and  in  the  mining  operations ; 
there  were  $20,432,131  invested  in  those  establishments ;  there 
was  manufactured  in  that  year  $26,365,060  worth  of  their  mate- 
rial Now,  the  gentleman  says  that  the  labor  is  nine-tenths  of 
the  cost  of  that  material  Suppose  we  admit,  for  the  sake  of  the 
argument,  that  each  of  the  men  employed  received  for  his  wages 
and  board  $400  per  year — which  estimate  I  believe  to  be  26  per 
cent  too  high — and  then  add  to  this  price  of  labor  the  one-tenth 
estimated  by  the  gentleman  for  other  expense,  and  the  gross 
amount  would  be  $13,543,111,  leaving  an  actual  profit  on  the 
capital  stock  of  $12,821,949,  or  over  60  per  cent  Will  the  gen-  • 
tleman  say  that  20  per  cent,  profit  ought  not  to  be  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  manufacturers  ?  W  ill  he  say  that  we  ought  to  Ins- 
tate to  give  the  two  thousand  manufacturers  an  extra  40  per 
cent,  to  be  taxed  upon  the  residue  of  our  twenty  millions  of 
people  ?  As  the  estimated  value  of  the  iron  products  was  the 
American  market  valuation,  I  will  give  the  valuation  in  the  for- 
eign  ports,  with  the  five  dollars  per  ton  added  for  freight 
Upon  that  basis  of  valuation  the  iron  products  for  1840  would  have 
b^n  $20,385,203.  After  deducting  the  above  estimated  expense, 
there  would  still  be  a  net  profit  of  $6,842,092 — a  profit  of 
83i  per  cent,  without  the  imposition  of  one  per  cent  duty.  But 
if  gentlemen  are  not  satisfied  with  these  calculations,  I  will  give 
them  yet  another  upon  a  different  basis.  It  is  claimed  that  it  is 
in  consequence  of  the  high  price  of  labor  that  these  manufac- 
turers require  protection.  By  the  census  estimates,  it  takes  the 
labor  of  four  and  a  half  men  in  mining  and  the  other  employ- 
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ments  in  the  manufacture  of  $4,000  worth  of  iron.  By  the 
same  estimates,  it  takes  fifteen  men  to  produce  $4,000  worth  ia 
each  of  the  mechanic  arts,  and  twenty-three  men  to  produce  the 
same  amount  in  agriculture. 

Gentlemen  will  not  dispute*  this  record;  and  can  they 
unblushingly  claim  that  -those  mechanics  and  farmers  ought  to 
be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  those  manufacturers,  and  that,  too, 
upon  the  ground  of  the  high  price  of  labor  to  the  manufacturer 
By  the  census  estimates,  3,719,951  men  were  employed  in  agri- 
culture, and  $651,215,960  worth  of  products  were  the  avails  of 
their  labor. 

These,  sir,  are  the  documentary  estimates  of  the  labor 
employed  in  the  productions  of  agriculture.  I  have  dwelt  par^ 
ticularly  upon  the  subject  of  iron,  and  have  shown,  I  think, 
most  conclusively  that  it  needs  no  protection — no  discriminatioa 
in  its  favor.  I  have  done  so,  sir,  because  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  placed  it  in  the  foreground.  He  claims  to  be 
particularly  acquainted  with  its  manufacture,  and  is  represented 
as  being  largely  interested  in  it  He  is  also  represented  as  being 
a  lawyer,  and  is  eminently  qualified  to  present  its  claims  to  pro- 
tection in  the  most  favorable  light  With  these  qualifications, 
taken  in  connection  with  an  intemperate  zeal  for  tariff  protec- 
tion for  manufactures,  when  his  own  representations  show  most 
.clearly  that  no  such  protection  is  required,  such  representations 
of  his  should  have  with  us,  as  evidence,  a  high  consideration. 
Sir,  it  is  beyond  controversy  that  iron  needs  no  other  pro- 
tection than  that  incidently  accruing  from  revenue  dutiea 

And,  sir,  each  of  the  other  protected  interests  under  the  act 
of  1842,  requires  it  less  than  iron.  In  the  manufacture  of  wool- 
len goods,  less  in  numbers  are  required  in  a  given  amount  than 
are  required  in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  and  a  large  proportion 
of  that  number  are  females.  In  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
goods,  though  a  larger  proportionate  number  is  required  than  in 
the  manufacture  of  woollen  goods,  yet  a  much  larger  proportion 
are  women.  In  the  manufacture  of  leather,  though  their  raw 
material  is  much  more  expensive,  and  the  proportionate  expense 
of  labor  greater  than  in  the  other  manufactures,  yet  a  memorial 
has  been  sent  us,  signed  by  manufacturers,  respectable  in  char- 
acters and  nunJ^ers,  representing  that  they  require  no  extra  pro- 
tection. Sir,  I  have  shown  that  the  protective  policy  of  1842 
was  unnecessary.  That  it  was  unnecessary  was  obvious  at  the 
time  of  its  adoption.  The  manufacturers,  at  a  great  expense, 
have  got  up  a  fair  here,  expressly  to  show  that  they  can  manu- 
facture as  ingeniously,  and   more  cheaply,  than    £uroj)eanS| 
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thereby  proving,  beyond  cavil,  that  protection  to  them  ww 
unnecessary.  Mr.  Webster,  in  his  speech  at  the  agricultural  fair 
at  Rochester,  in  September,  1843,  said :  "  That  to  talk  of  pro- 
'^  tection  to  manufactures  was  a  misnomer.  It  was  not  what  was 
"  needed.  It  was  agriculture"  that  needed  protection."  And 
yet,  sir,  manufacturers,  while  showing  that  they  need  no.  protec- 
tion, are  peremptorily  claiming  it.  Mr.  Webster^  in  his  Balti- 
more  speech,  after  showing  what  would  be  protection  to  agricul- 
ture, doubted  whether  it  should  be  obtained,  because  it  took 
protection  from  manufacturea  In  other  words,  protection  to 
agriculture,  which  needed  it,  should  not  be  extended,  because  it 
took  protection  from  manufactures,  which  he  has  admitted  did 
not  need  it.  By  the  act  of  1842,  even  the  protection  of  revenue 
duties  was  denied  to  agriculture  on  wool,  b^ause  it  was  claimed 
to  be  against  the  interests  of  manufactures,  which  it  is  admitted 
need  no  protection.  Such,  sir,  is  the  consisteacy  of  this  doc- 
trine of  protection. 

This  doctrine  of  protection  is  uot  only  unnecessary,  but  it  i» 
mischievous,  and  has  visited  many  important  evils  and  wrongs 
upon  the  people  of  the  country.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania tells  us  that  wool  constitutes  one-half  the  cost  of  the  cloths 
into  which  it  is  manufactured.  The  report  of  the  Glenham  fac- 
tory shows  that  it  constitutued  more  than  one-half  the  cost  of 
the  cloth.  But  now,  under  the  operation  of  the  act  of  1842, 
American  wool  does  not  constitute  to  exceed  one-fifth  of  the 
cost  of  the  cloths  manufactured  here.  By  the  act  of  1842,  wol- 
len  goods  had  forty  per  cent  protection,  and  the  imported  wool 
but  five  per  cent  An  honorable  member  of  this  House  (a  pro- 
tectionist from  prejudice,  and  a  Whig  in  principle)  has  shown 
me  on  this  floor  samples  of  that  imported  wool^  which  had  paid 
a  duty  of  only  five  per  cent,  equal  in  fineness  to  three-fourths 
blood  merino  wooL  By  this  discrimination  against  wool,  the 
manufacturers  gain  annually  $5,000,000,  and  the  farmers  sustain 
the  loss  of  that  $5,000,000.  The  farmers  of  New  Yord  produce 
about  one-third  of  the  wool  of  the  country,  and  of  course  sustain 
one-third  of  the  loss.  The  district  which  I  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent produces  about  one-thirtieth  of  the  proportion  of  the 
States,  and,  of  course,  sustain  about  one- thirtieth  of  the  loss — ^a 
sura  sufficient  to  pay  the  whole  contingent  expenses  taxed  upon 
that  district  This,  sir,  is  one  of  the  unjust  consequences  of  that 
law. 

It  is  strange,  sir,  that  it  should  ever  have  been  claimed  that 
an  increase  of  duties  ^lid  not  increase  the  price  of  goods  to  the 
iconsumer.    To  question  it  is  preposterous,  and  the  subject  is 
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one  that  needs  not  to  be  left  to  abstract  reasoning,  but  is  suscep- 
tible of  actual  demonstration.  Those  who  contend  that  the 
price  is  not  increased  to  the  consumer,  say  that  the  foreigner 

Says  the  duty.  Now,  in  order  to  have  the  foreigner  pay  the 
uty,  the  price  of  imported  goods  must  fall  in  the  foreign  mar- 
ket to  the  amount  of  the  increase  of  duty.  By  comparing  the 
prices  of  those  foreign  imports,  upon  which  the  duties  were 
increased  by  the  act  oi  1842,  in  our  commercial  records,  in  sevea 
cases  out  ot  eight  it  will  be  found  that  the  foreign  valuation  on 
those  imports  was  higher  in  1845  than  it  was  in  1841.  In  most 
of  the  cases  where  there  has  not  been  an  actual  increase,  the 
price  has  remained  stationary.  This,  sir,  proves  beyond  cavil, 
that  the  foreigner  pays  no  part  of  those  increased  auties.  By 
an  examination  of  that  same  commercial  record,  it  will  be  seen 
that  upon  those  products  upon  which  the  duties  have  been 
increased,  in  nine  cases  out  oi  ten  there  has  been  a  correspond- 
ing increase  in  the  price  in  our  commercial  cities ;  showing  con- 
clusively that  the  increase  of  duties  not  only  taxed  the  consumer 
on  the  imports,  but  on  the  whole  of  such  productions,  whether 
of  foreign  or  of  home  manufacture.  But,  sir,  this  increase  of  duties 
produces  to  the  people  of  this  country  a  greater  injury  than  the 
increased  price  of  goods  to  the  consumer.  That  injury,  sir,  is  the 
reduction  in  price  upon  all  the  fruits  of  agricultural  labor.  I 
have  made  an  estimate  from  our  records  of  the  difference  in 
price  upon  almost  all  the  productions  of  agriculture  between  the 
years  184:1  and  1845,  and  I  will  have  published,  for  the  mlor- 
mation  of  the  people  of  this  country,  the  result.  I  have  made 
an  estimate  of  the  amount  exported,  the  loss  on  the  whole  amount 
of  each  article,  and  tlie  loss  per  cent  on  each.  The  gross 
amount  of  exports  (estimated)  is  $75,954,528.  The  gross  loss 
to  the  farmers  is  $32,839,939,  or  an  annual  loss' of  forty-three 
per  cent  As  the  price  in  our  commercial  cities  is  the  criterion 
of  price  to  the  home  consumer,  when  the  price  in  our  commercial 
cities  is  forty-three  per  cent,  less,  how  much  do  the  farmers  lose 
on  their  $1,000,000,000  worth  of  productions  ?  I  leave  to  gen- 
tlemen to  estimate  and  answer.  The  advocates  of  high  duties 
«ay  the  country  is  prosperous.  I  say  that  agriculture  was  never 
more  oppressed  than  it  has  been  under  the  operation  of  the 
tariff  act  of  1842,  and  I  leave  to  the  record  to  decide  between 

In  the  year  1841,  agriculture  was  suffering  a  most  unparal- 
leled depression.  One  of  the  avowed  objects  of  the  tariff  act 
was  to  raise  agriculture*  from  this  depression.  How  far  that 
object  has  been  obtained  by  the  proposed  remedy  let  the  follow- 


460 


FINANCE    AND  POLITICS. 


iDg  table  demonstrate.  In  the  one  column  is  placed  the  attlonnt 
of  the  different  products  exported  in  1845,  and  in  the  other  the 
defidiency  for  which  such  product  sold  less  than  it  would  have 
done  at  the  prices  of  1841 : — 


PB0DUCT8 


Wheat  floup *.. 

Com 

Com  meal 

Wheat 

Pork,  hams  and  lard.... 

Ginsenfl^ , 

Pot  and  pearl  ashes.... 

Potatoes 

Apples 

Flaxseed  

Hops 

Wax 

Beef,  tallow  and  hides. 

Butter  and  cheese 

Rice I 

Cotton 

Tobacco ., 


KXPORTKD 

OR08B  L088 

IK  1S45. 

$5,H08.593 

$647,831 

411.741 

78,230 

641,552 

147,566 

336,779 

30,310 

2,991,284 

568,243 

177,146 

165,717 

1,210.496 

605,248 

122,926 

7,375 

81,306 

17.074 

81,978 

214.602 

90,341 

54,204 

234.794 

7,043 

1,926.807 

497,311 

878,865 

21,971 

2,160,456 

172,836 

51,739.643 

24.599.530 

7,469,819 

5,004.778 

$75,954,528  $32,839,859 

This,  sir,  is  the  evidence  of  that  prosperity  so  much  vaunted 
on  this  floor.  This,  sir,  is  the  fruit  of  that  tariff  so  loudly 
lauded  here.  Let  gentlemen  examine  their  records,  one  of 
which  is  on  their  table,  and  the  other  in  their  library,  and  they 
will  convince  themselves  that  though  manufacturei*s  are  heap* 
ing  up  their  millions,  the  country  is  suffering ;  that  the  law  giv- 
ing bounties  to  manufacturei-s  is  sapping  the  very  foundation  of 
the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Let  us  suppose  the  goods  produced  by  the  different  protected 
interests  to  be  annually  $200,000,000  worth.  The •  protective 
duties  average  from  forty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  per 
cent,  and,  it  is  claimed,  must  not  be  reduced  to  twenty  or 
thirty  per  cent,  or  the  manufacturers  will  be  ruined.  Is  not 
this  an  admission  that  they  not  only  receive  the  thirty  per  cent 
above  what  they  would  receive  were  it  not  for  the  duties,  but  at 
least  a  portion  towards  the  whole  amount  of  the  duties  imposed  ? 
Let  us,  then,  suppose  that  those  protected  interests  receive  only 
the  benefit  of  the  minimum  protective  duty,  which  is  forty 
per  cent  This,  then,  would  give  to  them,  and  would  be  a  tax 
upon  the  consumer,  annually,  of  $80,000,000.  Through  the 
effect  of  the  increased  discriminating  duties  $32,800,000  is  lost 
upon  our  exports,  and  at  least  $125,000,000  is  lost  on  the  home 
consumption.     Through  thjit  discrimination  $5,000,000  is  lost  ou 
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wool ;  and,  in  all  probability,  between  two  and  three  millions  of 
dollars  will  be  reduced  on  the  value  of  the  wool  of  this  season 
below  the  reduced  value  of  the  wool  of  the  last  In  1840  it  was 
estimated  that  the  number  of  men  engnged  in  the  industrial  pur- 
Buits  was  4,629,307.  This  system  of  protective  duties  taxes 
annually  $250,000,000  upon  4,600,000  men  for  the  benefit  of  the 
residua  Now,  these  estimates  look  large,  and,  were  it  not  for 
the  record-proof,  would  be  incredible.  But  our  records  show 
them  to  be  true,  and  I  think  gentlemen  will  not  attempt  to  con- 
trovert them.  Why,  sir,  should  we  have  seen  such  alarm  here, 
lest  these  protective  duties  should  have  been  exchanged  for 
Oregon  ?  What  could  have  induced  gentlemen  to  perfer  war 
with  England  rather  than  have  these  duties  reduced?  War 
with  England  would  not  only  cost  us  much  blood,  much  injury 
to  our  commerce  and  our  commercial  cities,  but  cost  us  millions, 
annually  of  treasure.  And  yet  the  friends  of  this  protective  pol- 
icy— these  representatives  ot  a  favored  few — prefer  this  war 
with  England  rather  than  the  reduction  of  duties.  In  charity 
to  these  gentlemen  we  will  not  suppose  that  a  small  considera- 
tion would  have  influenced  this  choice.  It  would  be  an  impu- 
tation upon  them  to  suppose  that  a  consideration  less  than 
$250,000,000  annually  would  induce  them  to  prefer  such  calami- 
ties upon  their  country. 

But,  sir,  perhaps  the  most  important  consideration  upon  this 
subject  of  discrimination  in  duties  is,  the  corruptions  tkat  it  is 
infusing  among  the  people,  and  the  wild  extravagance  that  it  pro- 
duces in  the  whole  operations  of  our  Government  When  by 
legislation  we  bestow  annually  hundreds  of  millions  upon  a  par- 
ticular class  of  pur  citizens,  can  we  be  surprised  that  the  highest 
corruptions  should  be  witnessed  at  our  polls  ?  Ought  we  not  to 
fear  that  ere  long  it  will  visit  even  our  halls  ot  legislation  ?  W  hen 
a  powerful  class  of  our  citizens,  backed  by  a  great  political  party, 
find  it  to  their  interests  that  the  pecuniary  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  large ;  that  every  possible  call  should  be  created 
upon  the  National  Treasury  to  increase  the  necessity  for  high 
duties — can  it  be  expected  that  the  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  other  than  wasteful  ana  extravagant  ?  Let  men 
talk  of  economy  ;  every  effort  that  can  be  made  by  the  friends 
of  economy  can  only  palliate,  but  never  be  effective,  till  the 
foundation  of  the  disease  be  removed.  The  history  of  one  single 
session  of  Congress  under  the  present  system  of  duties,  would 
be  a  volume  of  immense  instruction  upon  this  subject.  Uave 
we  not  heard  it  made  the  boast,  that  the  calls  upon  the  Treas- 
ucy  would  not  allow  of  a  modification  of  the  tariff?    Have  we 


462  FINANCE  AKD  POLITTCS. 

not  seen  every  effort  made  to  cause  this  prediction  to  be  troe,  by 
causing  these  caUs  to  be  large  ?  What  appropriations,  of  what^ 
ever  character,  have  been  asked  for,  that,  when  voting  bo  that 
their  names  do  not  go  upon  the  record,  these  friends  of  a  protec- 
tive tariff  have  not  been  found  voting  for  ? — what  calls  upon 
the  Treasury  proposed,  that  these  gentlemen  have  not  favored  ? 
After  having  endeavored  to  infuse  moral  courage  into  the 
hearts  of  our  enemies,  by  telling  them,  from  our  halls  of  l^isla* 
tion,  that  their  cause  was  just,  and  that  they  deserved  honor 
for  promoting  it  !^ — after  having  attempteS  to  damp  the  moral  cour* 
age  of  our  soldiery,  by  telling  them  that  our  cause  was  unjust 
and  infamous,  and  picturing  to  them  in  glowing  colors  the  visi- 
tations of  Providence,  by  pestilence  and  the  sword  ! — after  hav- 
ing attempted  in  this  way  to  chill  their  hearts  and  paralyze 
.  their  arms,  they  are  very  willing  to  put  something  into  their  pock- 
ets, by  imposing  new  burdens  upon  the  Treasury.  With  these 
men  moral  courage  is  nothing,  money  everything.  With  ibem 
patriotism  should  not  be  in  the  heart,  but  in  the  pocket  With 
them,  though  they  encourage  our  enemies  and  dampen  the  courage 
of  the  champions  of  our  country,  it  is  deemed  an  act  of  patrio* 
tism  in  those  who  can  devise  new  calls  upon  the  Treasury,  and 
impose  new  burdens  upon  the  people.  Sir,  in  advocating  unre- 
stricted commerce,  I  have  been  charged  with  advocating  British 
interests.  In  justice  to  myself  and  the  cause  I  am  advocating, 
I  will  call  the  attention  ot  the  House  to  our  commercial  inter- 
course with  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies  for  the  past  lew 
years;  and  upon  this  examination  I  will  submit  the  matter  to 
the  consideration  of  the  people  and  their  Representatives  here.  In 
1841,  England  and  her  colonies  bought  of  our  productions  to 
the  amount  of  $62,366,402,  for  a  part  of  which  we  took  their 
goods ;  but  a  balance  was  left  in  oar  favor  of  $12,600,000.  In 
1842  they  bought  of  us  $61,720,876,  with  a  balance  in  our  favor 
of  $17,400,000.  In  1843  they  bought  of  us  $46,901,830,  with  a 
balance  in  our  favor  of  $17,700,000.  In  1844  they  bought  of 
us  $60,064,545,  with  a  balance  in  our  favor  of  $11,000,000. 
Now,  in  these  estimates  the  imports  are  valued  in  the  foreign 
market,  and  the  exports  in  our  home  market  The  advance 
prices  between  the  liome  valuation  on  our  exports  and  the  pri- 
ces for  which  they  sold  in  the  foreign  market,  constitute  the 
commissions  which  sustain  our  commerce.  In  our  sales  to  Great 
Britian  and  her  colonics,  these  commissions  probably  amount  to 
between  fifteen  and  twenty  millions  annually. 

Now,  sir,  it  will  be  seen  by  this  record,  that  we  sell  to  Eng- 
land   and    her  colonics  annually  $60,000,000  worth  of   our 
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productions,  and  have  annually  a  balance  of  trade  of  about 
$15,000,000  in  our  favor.  In  the  doing  this  business  employment 
is  found  for  60,000  of  our  citizens,  who  are  paid  by  Englishmen 
out  of  the  commissions  estimated.  It  provides  us  a  market  for 
the  supplies  consumed  by  this  60,000  men,  for  which  English- 
men pay  out  of  those  commissions.  Our  citizens  get  a  good 
interest  on  $60,000,000  of  capital  invested  in  this  business, 
which  Englishmen  pay  out  of  their  commissions.  This,  sir,  is 
called  British  interests  by  the  advocates  of  protection.  To  tax 
the  people  $250,000,000  annually  for  the  benefit  of  manufactur- 
ers ;  to  give  to  manufacturers  the  power  to  buy  all  our  agricul- 
tural productions  at  their  own  price ;  to  compel  the  people  to  buj 
all  their  goods  of  the  manufacturers  at  the  manufacturers'  price,  is 
what  they  call  American  interests.  Upon  these  definitions  of 
the  terms,  I  am  willing  to  submit  the  question  to  the  considera- 
tion of  my  countrymen.-  It  is  objected  to  the  revenue  bill  now 
under  consideration,  that  it  will  not  produce  revenue  enough  to 
meet  the  large  appropriations  made.  In  answer  to  this  objec- 
tion, I  say,  first,  that  the  opponents  of  this  bill  have  striven  in 
favor  of  calls  upon  the  Treasury,  very  much  as  though  they 
wished  to  increase  the  strength  of  this  argument  To  prevent 
recurrences  of  this  kind  is  one  important  reason  why  this  act 
should  be  substituted  for  the  act  of  1842.  Tn  the  second  place, 
I  say  that  the  bill  under  consideration  would  produce  as  much 
revenue  as  would  accrue  under  the  act  of  1842.  By  the  exist- 
ing act,  high  duties  are  imposed  upon  a  part  of  our  imports,  and 
low  duties  or  no  duties  are  imposed  upon  the  residue.  Now,  to 
render  these  more  equal,  and  subject  to  a  more  moderate  dis- 
crimination, would  not,  as  a  matter  of  course,  materially  alter 
the  revenue  accruing.  If  it  made  any  alteration,  it  would  be  to 
increase  rather  than  diminish  the  revenue.  Without  an  increase 
of  imports,  the  revenue  would  not  diminish  sensibly ;  and,  as 
England  is  about  to  take  the  duties  off  from  our  agricultural 
productions,  if  we  reduce  the  duties  on  such  imports  as  are 
taken  in  exchange  for  our  exports,  have  we  not  reason  to  antici- 

i)ate  that  both   exports  and  imports  will  be  greatly  increased  ? 
]f  so,  have  we  not  reason  to  anticipate  a  greatly  increased  rev- 
enue? 

When  the  duties  are  not  protective  to  manufacturers,  they 
raise  a  clamor  that  the  consumer  is  taxed  by  the  duty.  Does  it 
make  any  difference  to  the  consumer  whether  he  is  taxed  for 
bis  hat  rather  than  his  coat,  for  his  food  rather  than  his  cloth- 
ing ?  No,  sir.  When  the  tax  must  be  paid  it  makes  no  differ- 
ence.    If,  however,  when  he  is  taxed  for  his  hat  and  food,  he 
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onlj  has  to  pay  the  tax,  but  when  taxed  upon  his  coat  or  clothes 
he  is  not  only  required  to  pay  the  tax,  but  has  the  whole  value 
of  his  labor  reduced,  then  he  will  see  the  propriety  of  having 
the  duty  levied  upon  his  food  rather  than  his  clothing.  When  he 
sees  that  in  paying  a  tax  to  the  importer  on  his  clothes,  he  is 
required  to  pay  four  times  as  much  in  addition  to  the  home  pro- 
ducer, but  in  paying  that  tax  on  his  food  he  only  pays  the  tax 
on  the  imports,  he  will  then  see  the  propriety  of  paying  the  tax 
upon  his  food  rather  than  his  clothing.  In  accordance  with  this 
view  of  the  subject,  less  duties  ought  to  be  imix)scd  upon  imports 
which  are  taken  in  exchange  generally  for  our  exports,  and 
higher  duties  ought  to  be  imposed  on  those  imports  not  so  taken 
in  exchanga  Such  a  system  of  discrimination  would  be  protec- 
tion to  the  farmers  who  need  it  We  are  told  by  Mr.  Nathan 
Appleton,  in  his  criticism  upon  the  report  of  Mr.  Secretary  Wal- 
ker, that  the  reason  that  high  duties  were  not  imposed  upon 
wool  by  the  act  of  1842  was,  that  our  country  did  not  produce 
enough  to  supply  the  manufacturers.  Now,  I  say — ^and  it  is 
susceptible  of  proof — that  the  manufacturers  have  never  con- 
sumed one-half  of  the  wool  grown  in  this  country.  And  I  say 
further,  that  if  a  fair  and  reliable  market  can  be  procured  for  it, 
the  wool-errowers  of  the  country  will  double  the  quantity  of  wool 
produced  in  any  thVee  years  that  it  can  be  required.  By  the  cen- 
sus of  1840,  there  was  about  35,000,000  pounds  of  wool  grown 
in  this  country.  There  was  over  $29,000,000  worth  of  cloths 
manufactured  in  our  families  during  that  year,  and  only  about 
$20,000,000  worth  made  by  the  manufacturers.  There  has  been 
7,090,087  yards  of  cloth  made  in  our  families  in  New  York  the 
past  year.  Will  it  be  disputed,  then,  that  over  half  the  wool 
grown  in  this  country  is  consumed  in  our  families  ?  If  we  can 
aflford  to  manufacture  one-half  the  wool  by  hand,  can  not  the 
manufacturers  afford  to  manufacture  the  other  half  by  their 
machinery,  without  requiring  the  country  to  be  taxed  annually 
$12,000,000  to  pay  them  for  doing  so?  They  now  make  annu- 
ally about  $30,000,000  worth  of  goods  upon  which  the  present 
duty  of  40  per  cent  would  produce  $12,000,000.  Let  gentle- 
men who  vote  for  that  tax  rcUcct  that  for  that  vote,  more  than 
all  others,  they  must  account  to  their  constituents.  The  flum- 
mery heretofore  used  by  politicians  will  not  be  received  in  justi- 
fication of  such  vote.  Let  manufacturers  cease  to  ask  bounties 
of  the  Government.  Let  them  pay  a  liberal  price  to  the  farmers 
for  their  wooL  Let  them  sell  their  cloths  at  a  fair  Valuation, 
and  they  can  have  the  benefit  of  manufacturing  all  the  wool  of 
the  country.     But  until  they  cease  to  ask  for  bounties  of  the 
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Governmeot,  and  until  they  are  disposed  to  deal  with  the  far- 
mers upon  just  and  reasonable  principles,  they  must  expect  to 
be  embarrassed  by  the  formidable  competition  of  female  hand 
labor. 

It  is  also  objected  that  wool  ought  not  to  have  as  high  duties 
imposed  for  its  protection  as  the  goods  into  which  it  is  fabricated, 
because  it  is  the  raw  material  of  the  manufacturer.  Now,  sir, 
the  raw  material  of  the  farmer  and  mechanic  is  the  clothes  they 
wear,  the  goods  they  consume  and  the  tools  they  use.  I  will 
submit,  sir,  that  while  the  labor  to  the  mechanic  and  farmer  is 
from  three  to  six  times  greater  than  it  is  to  the  manufacturers, 
whether  they  ought  not  to  have  their  raw  material  at  low  rates 
of  duty,  rather  tlian  the  manufacturer.  Let  gentlemen  answer 
which  needs  the  greatest  relief  from  the  burdens  of  the  Govern- 
ment— which  needs  the  most  protection  on  the  fruits  of  their 
labor. 

It  is  said,  sir,  because  goods  are  cheaper  now  than  they  were 
twenty  years  ago,  it  is  the  cflFect  of  an  American  tariff.  The 
answer  does  not  seem  to  satisfy  gentlemen,  that  the  price  has 
fallen  on  the  unprotected  as  mucli  as  it  has  on  the  protected 
goods  during  that  time.  I  will  therefore  submit  another  sugges- 
tion upon  the  subject  The  American  manufacturer  has  enjoyed 
legislative  protection  for  the  last  twenty-live  years.  The  Eng- 
lish manufacturer  has  suffered  legislative  oppression  during  the 
same  time.  The  American  manufacturer  has  had  cheap  provi- 
sions. The  English  manufacturer  has  had  to  purchase  that 
which  is  dear.  The  American  manufacturer  has  had  only  tb 
pay  light  taxes.  The  English  manufacturer  has  had  to  pay 
those  which  are  enormously  high.  The  American  manufacturer 
has  had  his  raw  material  cheap.     The  English  manufacturer 

Eaid  dear  for  his.  The  American  manufacturer  of  pig  iron  has 
ad  a  protective  duty  of  nine  dollars  per  ton.  The  English 
manufacturer  has  had  only  the  benefit  of  a  revenue  duty  of 
$2  50  per  ton.  The  American  manufacturer  of  woollen  goods 
has  had  a  protective  duty  of  40  per  cent  The  English  manu- 
facturer has  had  only  the  revenue  duty  of  15  per  cent  The 
American  manufacturer  of  cotton  goods  has  had  a  protective 
duty  of  100  i)er  cent.  The  English  manufacturer  has  had  only 
the  revenue  duty  of  10  per  cent  Now,  sir,  after  a  lapse  of 
twenty-five  years,  durinsj  which  time  the  American  has  been 
protected  and  the  Englishman  oppressed,  the  American  is  ask- 
ing protection  against  the  cheap  goods  of  the  Englishman. 
Which,  then,  has  had  the  greatest  influence  in  cheapening  goods, 
protection  or  oppression  ?      The  bill  under  consideration  propg- 
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ses  to  leave  for  the  benefit  of  manufacturers  $60,000,000  anna- 
ally  of  protection.  But,  sir,  they  are  demanding  of  us  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  eighty  or  ninety  millions  heretofore  enjoyed — a 
difference  of  twenty  or  thirty  millions  annually  to  a  few  thou- 
sand men.  Is  not  this,  sir,  a  startling  suggestion  7  Oaght  not 
a  question  of  that  character  be  settlea  at  once  ?  Ought  it  ever 
again  to  be  an  open  question?  Are  oar  polls  safe  under  such 
an  inducement  to  a  few  thousand  men  ?  Are  our  halls  of  legis- 
lation safe  ?  Does  it  not  strike  the  imagination  with  alarm,  tnat 
while  we  are  considering  this  subject,  this  city  is  invaded  by 
swarms  6f  this  privileged  class  of  men  ?  Who  has  not  listened 
to  the  insidious  influences  that  are  brought  to  bear,  to  divide, 
distract  and  destroy  our  unity  of  action  ?  To  the  Northern  man 
it  is  whispered,  that  a  particular  portion  of  the  bill  is  favoritism 
to  the  South.  To  the  Southern  man  it  is  whispered  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  bill  is  too  favorable  to  the  North.  To  the  Western 
man  it  is  whispered,  that  the  East  receives  too  much  favor  from 
the  hands  of  the  Government.  Let  the  friends  of  freedom,  of 
equal  right*?,  of  our  national  prosperity,  avoid  the  consequences 
01  these  diabolical  influences.  Let  them  lay  aside  every  sec- 
tional consideration,  and  have  only  the  interests  of  the  whole 
country  in  their  view  as  the  leading  star  of  their  action.  Let 
them  not  expect  perfection  in  the  bill  now  before  us,  but,  being 
satisfied  with  doing  away  with  the  dangerous  evil  of  the  present 
svstem  of  discrimination,  leave  to  future  legislation  to  remedy 
the  minor  errors  we  may  now  make.  If  we  shall  act  with  such 
motives,  I  am  sure  we  shall  pass  this  bill,  and  shall  thereby 
deserve  the  thanks  of  our  constituents. 

It  is  said,  that  if  manufacturers  are  protected, *they  will  protect 
the  farmers..  God  forbid  that  we  should  be  left  to  such  protec- 
tors. We  have  heard  of  their  exercise  of  protection  in  dismiss- 
ing from  their  employ  those  laborers  who  have  exercised  the 
rights  of  freemen,  by  casting  their  suffrage  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  their  own  judgments.  Give  them  or  any  other  privileged 
class,  to  dole  out  to  us  our  measure  of  prosperity,  and  how  long 
would  it  be  before  they  would  be  exercising  that  power  in  con- 
trolling our  actions  in  politics,  and  even  our  consciences  in 
religion,  according  to  any  dogma  their  caprices  may  induce  them 
to  adopt  ? 

Sir,  I  have  shown  that  agriculture  needs  protection,  if  any 
interest  needs  it  It  may  be  asked,  how  is  agriculture  to  lie 
protected  ?  I  answer,  abolish  all  laws  that  tend  to  the  cor 
ruption  of  our  people  and  Government  Lop  off  all  useless  bur 
dens  from  our  Treasury.     Confine  our  appropriations  to  such 
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objects  as  the  Constitution  clearly  allows,  and  are  justified  by 
strong  expediency.  Eeduce  the  whole  action  of  our  Qovern- 
meut  to  tne  strictest  principles  of  economy.  In  the  imposition 
of  duties,  lay  them  lightest  on  those  imports  for  which  we 
exchange  our  agricultural  productions,  and  highest  on  those  for 
which  we  do  not  so  exchange  In  discriminations,  let  them  be 
greatest  on  those  staple  articles  of  agriculture  with  which  any 
imported  article  competes.  Foist  not  upon  agriculturists  the 
burden  of  any  petted  interest  In  fine,  give  them  but  a  fair 
field  in  the  markets  of  the  world,  and  they  will  ask  at  your 
hands  but  little  favor.  They  will  never  be  found  besieging 
your  legislative  halls,  asking  to  be  allowed  to  be  the  plunderers 
of  the  people. 

If  in  our  system  of  collecting  $30,000,000  of  revenue,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  tax  upon  the  consumer,  we  depreciate  the  value  of  that 
portion  ot  our  agricultural  products,  of  which  we  export  nearly 
$40,000,000  annually,  is  not  that  an  evil  well  worthy  the  consider- 
ation of  our  National  Legislature  to  try  to  avert  ?  If,  in  our  sys- 
tem of  collecting  $30,000,000  of  revenue,  we  depreciate  the  value 
of  that  portion  of  our  agricultural  products  consumed  at  home 
$125,000,000  annually,  is  not  that  an  evil  well  worthy  the  con- 
sideration of  our  National  Lefjgislature  to  try  to  avert?  If,  in 
our  system  of  collecting  $30,000,000  of  revenue,  we  tax  the 
industry  of  the  country  $80,000,000  annually  for'the  benefit  of 
manufacturers  who  need  it  not,  and  are  not  etititled  to  it  even  if 
they  did,  is  not  that  an  evil  well  worthy  the  consideration  of  the 
National  Legislaturo-to  try  to  avert?  If,  in  our  system  of  col- 
lecting $30,000,000  of  revenue,  we  are  spreading  the  wildest  cor- 
ruption among  the  people,  and  the  most  wasteful  extravagance 
in  the  operations  of  the  Government,  is  not  that  an  evil  well 
worthy  the  consideration  of  the  National  Legislature  to  try  to 
avert?  Let  gentlemen  who  hail  as  Whigs  consider  whether, 
under  the  importunities  of  those  who  revel  in  the  spoils,  wrested 
from  the  fruits  of  the  toil  of  their  constituents,  they  will  try  to 
fasten  those  evils  upon  the  nation.  Let  gentlemen  who  hail  as 
Democrats,  consider  whether  they  will.fail  in  their  duty  in  this 
hour  of  their  country's  n^ed,  and  not  strive  to  rescue  by  the 
locks  the  sinking  liberties  of  the  peopla 

Sir,  the  cloud  of  war  that  threatened  us  about  Oregon  is  dissi- 
pated. Our  gallant  soldiery  has  almost  conquered  a  peace  with 
Mexico.  If  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Government  have 
been  large,  they  will  never  be  less  till  we  have  done  away  with 
the  present;  inducements  to  extravagance.  Then  why  is  not  this 
the  most  {proper  time  for  the  revision  of  our  system  pf  duties? 
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We  need  not  hesitate  because  we  may  get  their  scale  too  low. 
It  is  much  better  to  get  them  too  low  than  to  leave  them  too 
high.  It  is  much  easier  to  raise  than  it  is  to  reduce  a  scale  of 
duties.  If  the  scale  of  duties  should  chance  to  be  placed  too 
low,  and  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  should  tnereby  ex- 
ceed the  income,  a  short  period  of  economy  would  extinguish  the 
debt  that  would  thus  be  created.  Such  economy  once  paid  a 
national  debt  of  accumulated  millions,  and  produced  a  large  sur- 
plus in  the  Treasury.  It  would  do  so  again,  with  a  commerce 
unembarrassed  by  restrictive  laws.  It  has  been  said  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hudson]  that  agriculture  has 
not  retained  its  proportion  to  the  growing  population  of  the 
country.  The  same  may  be  said  of  commerca  It  is  not  dis- 
puted that  both  have  lost  their  position  through  the  influence  of 
the  tariff,  and  it  is  even  claimed  that  such  an  effect  is  an  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  continuance  of  the  tariff.  Sir,  it  is  our 
duty  so  to  legislate  that  agriculture,  the  mechanic  arts  and  com- 
merce may  assume  that  position  in  the  onward  progress  of  our 
country  that  nature  designed  for  them.  The  eyes  of  millions  of 
our  countrymen  are  upon  us,  anxiously  expecting  at  our  hands 
relief  from  the  evils  which  our  pfesent  revenue  laws  have 
imposed  upon  them.  While  our  brave  countrymen  upon  the 
Rio  Grande,  amidst  scenes  of  blood,  have  been  nobly  doing  their 
duty,  let  us  not,  in  the  midst  of  ease,  prove  recreant  to  ours ; 
but,  uninfluenced  by  the  censures,  importunities  or  clamor  of 
the  corrupt,  the  avericious  or  the  selfish,  let  us  firmly  and 
unitedly  discharge  the  important  trust  ^J^mmitted  to  us  of  a 
thorough  revision  and  modification  of  the  existing  tariff  laws. 

I  am  asked,  sir,  why  I  do  not  abandon  agriculture  and  go  to 
manufacturing  myself:  I  answer,  that  my  hairs  are  beginning 
to  bleach  under  the  influence  of  the  years  I  have  spent  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  It  is  an  employment  to  my  taste ;  I  delight 
to  see  the  mighty  power  of  Providence  displayed  in  the  germi- 
nating and  pushing  vegetation  to  its  maturity.  In  our  land  of 
freedom,  ana  favored  as  we  are  in  soil  and  climate,  I  do  not  wish, 
by  oppressive  legislation,  to  be  driven,  in  my  years,  from  the 
employment  of  my  choice,  the  employment  or  my  ancestors,  to 
engage  in  pursuits  the  minutia  of  which  I  should  yet  have  to 
learn,  and  in  which  I  have  no  desire  to  engaga  If  a  Govern- 
ment, representing  those  who  should  be  free,  is  disposed  to  heap 
oppressions  upon  the  farmers  of  the  country,  1  am  disposed  to 
suner  the  oppressions  with  them  till  wiser  counsels  shall  prevail 
in  our  halls  of  legislation.  But  as  I  love  my  country,  my  voice 
fihall  ever  be  raised  in  protestations  against  these  oppression& 
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t  am  asked  whether,  in  visitine  the  manufactarera'  fair,  I  am 
not  disposed  to  favor  laws  which  give  bounties  to  men  who  are 
able  to  show  such  evidences  of  wealth  and  voluptuousness.  I 
answer,  that  all  the  pomp  of  royalty,  all  the  splenaor  of  the  Tuil- 
leries,  would  not  reconcile  me  to  the  oppressions  of  a  monarchy. 
Nor  will  the  gorgeous  display  of  manufacturers  ever  reconcile 
me  to  oppresson  to  myself,  or  to  its  being  inflicted  upon  my 
countrymen.  If  that  display  of  wealth  has  been  wrung  from 
the  sweat  and  toil  of  our  laboring  millions,  it  is  now  high  time 
that  our  Government  should  adopt  a  policy,  that  labor  may  be 
rewarded  by  the  fruits  of  its  own  industry. 

Previous  to  the  election  of  1844,  very  flattering  inducements 
were  held  out  to  Democratic  candidates  for  Congress  if  they 
would  give  secret  assurance  that  they  would  support  the  tariff 
policy  of  1842.  During  the  first  session  of  the  Twenty-ninth 
Congress,  a  very  strong  lobby  offered  very  flattering  induce- 
ments to  Democratic  members  to  favor  the  tariff  policy  of  1842. 
Previous  to  taking  the  vote  of  the  3rd  of  July,  a  delegation  of 
the  friends  of  Mr.  King  waited  upon  me  in  my  room,  and  gave  me 
all  the  stereotype  reasons  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  the  tariff  of 
1842.  To  which  I  replied  that  I  was  opposed  to  that  policy  for 
a  variety  of  reasons,  among  which  were :  Firsts  That  it  was  a 
most  dangerous  violation  of  tlfe  Constitution  for  Congress  to 
pass  such  an  act,  expre-sly  interfering  with  the  industry  of  the 
people  within  the  States ;  Second^  It  was  the  grossest  injustice 
to  tax  one  class  of  people  for  the  purpose  of  bestowing  benefits 
upon  others ;  Thirds  It  created  hatred  between  ccrtaiij  classes  of 
people  and  certain  States,  leading  to  division  and  civil  war; 
Fourth^  It  would  lead  to  very  extravagant  expenditure,  in  order 
to  create  a  necessity  to  impose  high  duties ;  and  Fifths  I  cited 
Mr.  Webster^s  Fancuil  Hall  speech  in  1820,  in  which  he  said 
that  such  tariff  policy  would  make  the  few  very  rich  and  the 
many  very  poor,  and  would  lead  to  every  species  of  corruption. 
The  delegation  gave  me  credit  for  my  sincerity,  and  every  one, 
including  David  Wilmot  who  accompanied  them,  voted  with  me 
in  favor  of  the  tariff  bill  of  1846,  under  which  every  industrial 
interest  of  the  country  prospered  for  the  succeeding  sixteen 
yeara 
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In  1861,  Republicans  got  possession  of  the  sword  and  purse 
of  the  nation,  and  to  restore  and  perpetuate  the  tariflf  policy  of 
1842,  was  one  of  the  strongest  inducements  to  the  civil  war,  and 
has  done  more  than  all  other  causes  to  derauge  the  industry 
of  the  country,  and  to  depress  agriculture,  and  to  throw  com- 
merce into  foreign  ships,  and  to  corrupt  the  ballot-box,  and  to 
make  wickedness  and  crime  rampant  among  the  people,  and  to 
fill  official  positions  with  knaves,  and  to.  change  our  Union  from 
a  league  of  friendship  to  one  of  force,  and  to  change  our  Consti- 
tutional Union  into  a  Reconstructed  Union  under  bayonet  rula 
If  Republicanism  is  allowed  to  continue  to  prevail,  agriculture 
has  got  to  sink  still  lower,  industry  will  become  more  deranged, 
and  crime  more  rampant  And  Republicanism  will  continue  to 
prevail  unless  the  people  can  do  away  with  a  corrupted  ballot- 
boX)  and  can  withstand  the  allurements  and  blandishments  of  a 
hundred  thousand  office-holders,  and  the  sophistry  and  falsehoods 
of  the  subsidized  political  and  religious  press.  They  must  not 
allow  themselves  to  be  deceived  by  a  fictitious  flourish  of  prom- 
ised prosperity,  for  it  is  one  feature  of  Republican  policy  to  cre- 
ate a  flare  of  prosperity,  to  be  paid  for  by  a  corresponding  depres- 
sion. The  power  to  do  so  is  one  of  the  objectionable  characteris- 
tics of  Republicanism.  The  people  should  not  be  deceived  by  the 
cry  that  Democrats  are  just  as  corrupt  as  Republicans^  fur  it  must 
be  notorious  to  them  that  a  knavish  act  will  destroy  a  Democrat 
with  his  party,  while  ingenious  knavery  gives  to  Republicans 
their  moat  desirable  characteristic.  Democrats  should  not  be 
discouraged  by  temporary  defeats,  but  should  continue  to  fight  on 
and  fight  ever,  and  trust  to  Providence  for  ultimate  success. 
They  Bhoidd  not  be  discouraged  because  certain  of  their  leaders 
allow  themselves  to  become  the  tools  of  their  opponents,  like 
Dewitt  Clinton,  in  1824,  and  Preston  King,  in  1847,  and  Ben- 
jamin F.  Butler,  in  1860,  and  certain  individuals  at  the  present 
tima  Let  the  honest  intelligence  of  the  country  but  once 
achieve  success,  and  get  possession  of  the  sword  and  purse  of 
the  nation,  and  the  experience  of  the  past  will  secure  a  long  and 
prosperous  future,  and  it  will  become  a  favor  to  Republicans  to 
have  their  name  and  their  policy  allowed  to  pass  into  oblivion. 
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The  communications  in  the  Eegister  and  Gazette  call 
attention  to  the  facts  which  indisputable  history  and  pub- 
lic documents  prove  to  be  true,  that  the  people  of  Massachusetts 
have  ever  monopolized  the  African  slave-trade,  commencing  in  * 
1620,  when  they,  as  fishermen  in  Holland,  sent  the  first  slave 
ship  to  this  country,  up  to  this  very  year.  Their  trade  was  on 
the  west  coast  of  Africa  and  with  the  West  Indies  up  to  1865, 
and  on  the  east  coast  of  Africa  with  the  East  Indies  ever  since. 
Indisputable  history  and  public  documents  show  conclusively 
that  the  slaves  obtained  through  the  African  slave-trade,  Massa- 
chusetts politicians  have  used  to  stir  up  hatred  between  the 
States,  and  to  gratify  their  avaricious  greed  by  the  enactment  of 
laws  bestowing  bounties  upon  their  fisheries,  and  drawbacks 
upon  their  fish  and  rum  exported,  and  free  list  exemptions  from 
duties  on  their  imports,  and  enormous  duties  imposed  on  the 
imports  of  others,  which  have  been  made  to  operate  to  give 
enormous  profits  to  Massachusetts  manufacturers.  History  and 
authentic  documents  show  that  the  slavery,  which  has  been 
made  from  the  fruit  of  the  Massachusetts  slave-trade,  has  been 
the  means  by  which  the  Massachusetts  Incorporated  Emigrant 
Aid  Society  has  obtained  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  millions 
of  acres  of  the  most  valuable  portion  of  the  public  domain,  and 
shows  also  that  it  was  the  sole  cause  of  the  civil  war  with  all  its 

• 

baneful  consequences.  It  shows  also  that  the  negroes,  which 
are  the  fruits  of  that  African  slave-trade,  form  the  only  excusQ 
for  reconstructing  our  Govemnient  and  establishing  bayonet 
rule  in  our  country.  And  now  I  would  not  hesitate  to  pledge 
my  life,  that  if  Republicans  shall  succeed  in  getting  the  control 
of  the  Government,  the  people  will  be  taxed  countless  millions 
in  colonizing  those  negroes  upon  the  lands  of  the  Massachusetts 
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Emigrant  Aid  Society,  and  that  those  negroes  under  fcayonent 
rule  will  be  used  to  arbitrarily  promote  Massachusetts  avarice 
and  greed,  as  slaves  composing  the  Prctorian  guard  at  Home 
were  used,  and  slaves  composing  the  Sterlitzes  of  Biissia  were 
used,  and  slaves  composing  the  Janezaries  of  Turkey  were 
used. 

These  communications  must  also  excite  curiosity  to  know 
why  Weachman  has  not  been  used  to  unravel  the  mystery  and 
explain  the  circumstances  of  President  Lincoln's  assassination^ 
and  whether  he  is  not  now  rolling  in  wealth  somewhere,  or  to 
*  prevent  his  making  revelations  has  fallen  by  the  assassin's 
hand.  These  communications  must  excite  curiosity  to  know 
whether  to  prevent  Atwater  from  giving  the  true  history  of 
Andersonville,  he  may  not  now  be  sleeping  beneath  the  waters 
of  the  Pacific  ocean.  These  communications  must  excite  curi- 
ositv  to  know  that  if  the  horrors  of  the  Manassas  battle-field  are 
not  true  to  the  letter,  as  published  in  the  most  respectable  news- 
papers in  our  country,  why  Boyd,  Winters  and  the  other 
employes  of  the  Government  departments,  upon  whose  author- 
ity that  history  has  been  given,  have  not  been  called  upon 
to  explain.  Ceilainly  a  transaction  by  our  Government  more 
terrible  and  disgraceful  than  ever  before  appeared  in  history, 
even  by  savages,  deserves  explanation  if  explanation  is  possible. 

With  these  antecedents  of  the  Eepublican  party,  how  it  must 
astonish  the  future  historian  that  respectable  men,  from  ambi- 
tion, avarice  or  any  other  motives,  could  have  been  induced  tp  give 
aid  and  comfort  to  that  party  ;  and  that  historian  will  be  apt  to 
come  to  the  same  conclusion  with  Wendell  Phillips  that  "Repub- 
"licans  are  composed  of  one-third  ignorance  and  two-thirds 
"  knavery."  *  With  such  a  party  in  the  ascendant,  it  will  not  be 
surprising  that  hope  for  a  season  shall  bid  the  world  farewell, 
and  that  freedom  in  this  country  shall  give  her  final  shriek. 

November  7th,  1879. 
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No  one  would  ever  desire  bayonet  rule  who  were  not  infla- 
enced  by  avarice  and  ambition,  the  wicked  sources  of  all  evil ; 
and  under  such  rule  the  happiness  or  misery  of  the  people  were 
never  of  any  account  The  history  of  the  world  proves  this,  and 
the  history  of  the  wars  of  the  present  generation  amply  confirm 
it.  The  ambition  of  a  monarch  caused  the  Crimean  war,  costing 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  lives  and  immense  millions  of  treasure, 
to  be  paid  at  the  expense  of  the  sweat  and  toil  of  the  people. 
The  same  reason  caused  the  war  which  wrested  Slesvig  and 
Holstein  from  Denmark.  That  act  caused  the  war  between 
Prussia  and  Aujatria — their  monarchs  could  not  agree  about  the 
division  of  the  spoila  It  was  also  the  remote  cause  of  the  war 
between  Germany  and  France.  And  the  aggrandizement  of  a 
monarch  was  the  cause  of  the  late  war  between  Russia  and  Tur- 
key, in  which  a  winter  campaign  was  the  most  terrible  in  history. 

The  avarice  of  the  manufacturers  of  Lowell  and  the  rum-dis- 
tillers of  Boston  caused  our  late  civil  war,  and  induces  them  now 
to  seek  to  establish  bayonet  rule  in  this  country.  What  did 
they  care  for  the  millions  of  lives  sacrificed  in  that  war  ?  What 
did  they  care  for  the  countless  thousands  of  mangled  individ- 
uals left  neglected  for  long  days  and  nights  upon  the  battle- 
fields ?  What  did  they  care  for  the  thousands  of  millions  of  the 
people's  money  expended  in  that  war?  What  do  they  care  for 
the  thousands  of  millions  of  indebtedness  contracted  in  that  war 
that  the  people  have  yet  to  pay  ?  They  care  so  little, for  those 
expenses  and  that  debt,  that  when  the  war  was  virtually  at  an 
end,  and  they  had  a  million  of  men  in  the  field,  they  called  for 
a  half  million  more,  in  order  to  tax  eight  hundred  dollars  for 
each  by  way  of  commutation,  the  avails  of  which  go  into  the 
pockets  of  knaves.     They  express  great  sjrmpathy  for  the  n^ro 

60 
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as  an  excuse  for  the  bayonet  rule  they  are  seeking  to  impose. 
How  much  sympathy  have  they  and  their  ancestors  for  centuries 
felt  for  those  millions  of  harmless  negroes  that  they  have  caused 
to  be  taken  from  their  genial  climate  and  peaceful  homes  to 
spend  the  residue  of  their  lives  under  the  overseer's  whip  ?  How 
much  sympathy  have  they  felt  for  the  millions  slaughtered  in 
the  capture  of  those  slaves  ?  How  much  sympathy  have  they  felt 
for  the  millions  of  African  mothers  who,  manacled  in  the  holds  of 
the  slave  ships,  amidst  filth  and  malaria,  as  they  thought  of  their 
helpless  infants  who  were  left  to  perish  near  the  ashes  of  what 
had  been  their  homes  ?  What  do  they  now  care  for  the  agricul- 
tural interest  in  this  country,  which,  while  they  impose  enor- 
mous taxes  upon  it,  their  policy  has  sunk  to  a  second-rate  inter- 
est ?  What  do  they  care  for  the  commerce  which  their  policy 
has  thrown  into  foreign  ships  ?  What  do  they  care  for  the  mil- 
lions of  laborers  who  their  policy  has  thrown  out  of  employment  ? 
They  care  so  little  for  the  agricultural  and  industrial  interests 
of  this  country,  that  if  England,  as  she  now  contemplates,  8h9uld 
open  an  agricultural  region  sufficient  to  supply  the  deficiencies  of 
the  world,  they  would  cause  those  products  to  be  put  on  the  free 
list  for  their  accommodation ;  while  the  farmers  of  their  own 
country,  deprived  of  a  market,  would  be  subject  to  enormous 
taxation  and  tariff  duties  upon  their  imports  higher  than  was 
ever  before  enforced  upon  any  peopla  This  policy,  of  course, 
would  soon  reduce  them  to  helpless  poverty.  To  keep  them 
quiet  in  that  position,  the  bayonet  will  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
millions  of  negroes  colonized  upon  the  lands  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Emigrant  Aid  Society.  Like  all  other  slaves  to  a  despots 
ism,  the  farmers  and  laborers  will  have  to  submit  quietly  to  their 
fate.     To  free  them  from  that  despotism — 

•*  The  thandering  drum,  the  trumpet's  swelling  soond, 
^    Will  never  form  the  long  embattled  line." 

They  will,  of  course,  submit  quietly  to  that  peculiarly  Recon- 
structed Union.  How  strange,  how  passing  strange,  that  an 
intelligent  people  under  any  circumstances  should  have  allowed 
a  party  to  succeed  at  the  late  elections,  who  are  seeking  to 
destroy  the  liberties  of  the  people  in  order  to  promote  their 
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Wicked  avarice  and  ambition.  Can  it  be  that  age  has  so  far 
blurred  my  intelligence  that  I  am  laboring  under  a  mistake  upon 
this  subject  ?  My  only  comfort  is  that  we  are  in  the  hands  of 
that  wise  Providence — 

"  Who  moves  in  a  mjsterioafl  waj 
His  wonders  to  perform; 
He  plants  His  footsteps  on  the  sea 
And  rides  upon  the  storm." 

November  10th,  187a 
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BUTLER   AND  GARFIELD. 


In  the  undignified  war  of  words  upon  the  floor  of  Congress, 
between  James  A.  Garfield  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Mr.  Gar- 
field charged  Mr.  Butler  with  having  been  corked  in  a  bottle 
and  fed  by  a  spoon,  to  which  Mr.  Butler  replied  that  Mr.  Gar- 
field had  caused  an  innocent  women  to  be  hung.  Mr.  Butler 
had  been  charged  in  public  papers  with  a  want  of  military  capac- 
ity, and  for  a  disposition  to  appropriate  other  peoples'  silver 
ware  to  his  own  use.  And  Mr.  Garfield,  in  his  charge,  would 
seem  to  have  expressed  a  belief  in  those  imputations.  And  Mr. 
Butler,  in  charging  Mr.  Garfield  with  causing  an  innocent 
woman  to  be  hung,  would  seem  to  intimate  that  Mr.  Garfield 
did  it  for  wicked  purposes,  while  knowing  the  woman  to  be 
innocent,  and  of  course  his  high  religious  profession  was  but 
canting  hypocrisy.  Mr.  Butler,  as  Chairman  of  a  committee  to 
investigate  that  subject,  may  be  presumed  to  have  known  all 
about  it  He  knew  that  a  Mr.  Conover  had  been  paid  an  enor- 
mous price  by  the  Government  to  give  false  testimony  in  thati 
case,  and  had  been  detected  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  his 
perjury.  He  knew  that  Mrs.  Suratt's  daughter,  on  her  knees, 
had  stated  to  President  Johnson  her  mother's  innocence,  and 
besought  him  to  save  her  life ;  and  he  knew  that  President  John- 
son dare  not  interpose  his  prerogative  for  that  purpose,  as  per- 
jured witnesses  could  easily  have  been  obtained  to  charge  him 
with  causing  the  assassination  for  the  purpose  of  securing  to 
himself  the  Presidential  chair. 

The  only  evidence  which  has  come  to  my  knowledge  connect- 
ing James  A.  Garfield  with  the  execution  of  Mrs.  Suratt  con- 
sists :  Firsts  In  his  position  in  the  Cowt  that  tried  her  ;  Second^ 
In  the  charge  of  General  Butler,  whose  position  on  the  commit- 
tee to  investigate  circumstances  of  the  assassination  of  President 
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Lincoln,  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  knowing  more  upon  the 
subject  than  any  other  living  man ;  Thirds  that  at  least  one  false 
witness  was  actually  employed  at  Government  expense  in  the 
trial  of  Mrs.  Suratt,  and  the  only  testimony  connecting  her  in 
that  assassination  was  of  a  most  questionable  character ;  Fourth^ 
the  only  proof  connecting  her  in  the  assassination  consisted  in 
her  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Mudd,  to  whom  Booth  fled  on 
account  of  his  fractured  1^ ;  FiJUi^  Dr.  Mudd  was  then  and  has 
ever  since  been  a  prominent  Bepublican,  and  Bepublicans  are 
more  than  suspected  as  being  the  authors  of  the  assassination ; 
Sixths  Dr.  Mudd  was  only  temporarily  punished  for  his  connec- 
tion with  the  assassination,  while  Mrs.  Suratt  was  hung  for  her 
mere  acquaintance  with  him.  And  what  is  most  extraordinary, 
was  that  Weachman  was  not  examined  as  a  witness,  when  the 
assassins  would  have  been  strangers  to  each  other  had  he  not 
introduced  them  as  subsequently  appeared  in  the  trial  and 
acquittal  of  the  son  of  Mrs.  Suratt  And.] what  is  the  strongest 
circumstance  in  the  case  is  that  President  Lincoln  was  determ- 
ined to  restore  Constitutional  Union,  when  Bepublicans  were  as 
determined  to  create  a  Reconstructed  Union,  to  effect  which' it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  put  a  period  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  exis- 
tence. Beyond  these  circumstances  I  know  nothing  to  implicate 
Mr.  Garfield  in  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln  or  in  the 
execution  of  Mrs.  Suratt  And  beyond  these  circumstances,  I 
exonerate  him  from  all  chai*ga 
November  13th,  1879. 
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Mr.  Samuel  J.  Tilden  ia  a  remarkably  unpopular  man,  and 
for  three  reasons  ;— 

FirsL — ^He  was  active  in  the  prosecution  of  William  M.  Tweed, 
the  boss  of  the  Tammany  Society. 

Second, — He  did  not  pay  internal  tax  enough  in  support  of  a 
war  commenced  by  the  President  without  the  authority  of  (3on- 
gress,  and  prosecuted  in  order  to  reconstruct  the  Government 
80  as  to  meet  the  approbation  of  those  who  considered  the  Con* 
Btitution  to  be  "  a  covenant  with  hell." 

Third, — Some  of  his  friends  had  opened  a  cipher  correspond- 
ence with  a  partly  Negro-Constituted  Returning  Board,  which 
possessed  the  power  and  had  put  up  the  Presidency  at  auction. 

The  reflex  influence  of  that  unpopularity  lost  to  the  Democ- 
racy many  thousand  votes  at  the  late  election,  and  seventy  thou- 
sand Democrats  voted  for  the  incorruptable  John  Kelly. 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Ulysses  S.  Grant  is  a  most  remark- 
ably popular  man  for  many  reasons ; — 

First — He  was  the  bearer  of  a  message  from  Edwin  M.  Stan- 
ton, Secretary  of  War,  to  General  William  T.  Sherman,  instruct- 
ing him  not  to  receive  the  surrender  of  an  army  except  upon 
terms  to  meet  the  approbation  of  those  who  wished  to  recon- 
struct the  Government,  and  who  considered  the  Constitution  to 
be  "  a  covenant  with  helL" 

Second. — By  his  duplicity  he  has  shown  himself  to  be  the 
ready  tool  of  knavea 

TJdrd, — His  military  capacity :  On  his  way  to  Richmond  by 
way  of  Fredericksburgh,  with  a  constantly-reinforced  army  of 
only  two  hundred  thousand  men,  he  fought  against  sixty  thou- 
sand in  the  Wilderness,  and  at  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  and 
at  North  Anna,  and  at  Cold  Harbor,  and  though  repulsed  every 
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time,  he  lost  less  than  a  hundred  thousand  men,  and  was  never 
entirely  defeated  Again,  from  July,  1864,  to  May,  1865,  with 
only  an  army  of  two  hundred  thousand  men,  he  lay  in  fron^  of 
Richmond  on  a  line  thirty  miles  long  and  opposed  by  an  army 
of  forty  five  thousand  men,  and  he  lost  less  than  a  hundred  thous- 
and, having  lost  less  than  five  thousand  of  them  in  trying 
to  get  through  a  breach  he  had  made  by  mining. 

Fourth. — His  gentleqfianly  qualifications:  He  quietly  laid 
aside  his  segar,  when  told  by  the  doorkeeper  that  smoking  was 
not  allowed  in  the  Senate  chamber. 

FiJUu — His  discrimination  in  respect  to  men's  characters :  Ho 
selected  as  a  representative  to  the  Court  of  St  James,  a  man  who 
had  the  intelligence  to  tell  a  constable  who  was  about  to  arrest 
him  that  he  was  a  foreign  minister,  and  if  he  had  done  anything 
to  make  him  amenable  to  the  laws  it  was  a  matter  for  his  Oor- 
ernment  to  settla  He  selected  one  cabinet  officer  who  was  sent 
to  the  penitentiary  for  crime ;  and  another  who  resigned  to 
avoid  impeachment;  and  all  others  of  such  character  that  a 
Massachusetts  Legislative  Bureau  reported  that  "  wickedness 
'*  and  crime  was  rampant,  and  an  honest  man  in  office  was  a 
"  great  rarity." 

Sixth, — His  integrity  :  He  signed  the  Credit  Mobilier  bill  by 
which  his  cronies  pocketed  fifty  millions  of  the  people's  money. 
He  signed  the  Syndicate  bills  by  which  men  received  a  commis- 
sion for  sending  near  two  thousand  millions  of  Government  lia- 
bilities abroad,  while  the  actual  ownership  remained  at  home. 
He  signed  the  salary-grab  bill  which  doubled  his  own  salary, 
while  near  one-half  of  the  members  of  Congress  refused  to  receive 
a  share  of  the  disgraceful  spoils.  Under  his  administration  civil 
service  has  not  sunk  so  low  but  there  is  some  hope  of  reform, 
and  people  do  not  quite  despair  at  the  corruptions  of  the  ballot- 
box. 

Seventh. — Under  the  policy  of  his  partisans,  agriculture  has 
not  sunk  much  below  a  second-rate  interest,  and  commerce  has 
not  lost  much  over  two-thirds  of  its  shipping  interest,  and  not 
much  over  two  millions  of  men  have  been  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment 


480  FINANCE   AND   POLITICS. 

Eighth. — As  a  stalwart  Republican  he  put  an  iron  heel  upon 
the  necks  of  prostrate  States,  and  installed  a  President  who  had 
not  been  elected  by  the  peopla 

NiniL — Since  he  has  been  to  China,  he  can  declaim  other 
people's  comtxjsitions  so  as  to  read  remarkably  well. 

For  all  these  qualifications  he  is  receiving  the  shouts  of  the 
mob,  while  Mr.  Tilden  is  suffering  under  their  execraUons, 

November  18th,  1879. 
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Some  of  its  Legacies. 


♦  •» 


In  July,  1864,  the  United  States  Government  had  a  millioQ 
men  in  the  field,  a  third  more  than  Napoleon  Bonaparte  ever 
had  when  at  war  with  all  Europe.  Those  troops  had  the  undis- 
puted control  of  the  whole  valley  of  the  Mississippi  General 
Sherman,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  thousand  men,  had  just 
commenced  his  march  from  Chatanooga  to  the  Atlantic  ocean. 
General  Grant,  who  had  the  supreme  comniand  of  all  the  Gov- 
ernment armies,  lay  before  Richmond  with  an  army  of  two  hun- 
dred thousand  men,  with  only  forty-five  thousand  men  to 
oppose  him  at  that  point,  and  less  than  one-fifth  of  his  numbers 
to  oppose  at  any  other  point  He  signified  to  the  Government 
that  he  needed  five  hundred  thousand  more  men,  and  Congress 
ordered  a  draft  for  that  purposa 

In  pursuance  of  that  call  for  troops,  on  the  26th  of  July  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  Columbia  county  passed  a  resolution 
authorizing  the  payment  of  four  hundred  dollars  for  each  vol- 
unteer or  substitute  to  fill-  the  quota  apportioned  to  the  county, 
to  be  paid  upon  the  certificate  of  a  Provost  Marshal,  or  any  reg- 
ular commanding  officer  of  the  Government ;  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  carry  into  effect  the  resolution.  That  commit- 
tee met  an  agent  of  General  Benjamin  F.  Butler  in  Poughkeep- 
sie,  and  he  demanded  eight  hundred  dollars  for  substitutes  to 
fill  that  quota^  which  demand  was  acceded  to,  making  in  the 
gross  the  splendid  sum  of  four  hundred  millions  of  dollars  to  go 
into  the  pockets  of  General  Grant  and  General  Butler,  and  the 
leaders  of  the  Eepublican  party,  which  has  enabled  General 

61 
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Grant  with  a  retinue  to  rival  Princes  in  gorgeous  display 
over  the  whole  world,  and  enables  General  Butler  to  sport  his  mil- 
lions, and  has  supplied  a  corruption  fund  to  enable  the  Republi- 
can party  to  reconstruct  the  Union  and  establish  bayonet  rule 
over  the  people.  It  was  a  magnificent  sum,  too,  to  be  imposed 
upon  a  people  who  had  just  expended  half  their  wealth  in  a  war 
got  up  to  enable  the  manufacturers  of  Lowell  and  the  rum-dis- 
tillers of  Boston  to  revolutionize  the  Government  under  which 
a  partially  negro-constituted  Returning  Board  has  set  the  Presi- 
dential chair  up  at  auction,  and  Republicans  have  bid  it  oflF. 

If  the  occupant  of  that  chair,  or  some  Grant  or  Butler  succes- 
sor of  him,  should  employ  a  Conover  or  Eliza  Pinkston  to  swear 
that  certain  negroes  had  been  denied  access  to  a  lady's  drawing 
room,  he  could  cite  a  Constitutional  amendment  as  his  authority, 
and  without  authority  of  Congress,  order  armies  to  be  raised  and 
States  invaded,  and  blockades  to  be  declared,  and  writs  of  habeas 
corpus  to  be  suspended,  and  mandates  of  the  courts  to  be  disre- 
garded, and  persons  imprisoned  for  exercising  liberty  of  speech  ; 
and  he  could  cite  as  authority  the  action  of  seven  Governors  in 
the  name  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1861.  If  Congressmen  should 
speak  in  opposition  to  that  policy,  banish  them  from  the  country 
as  was  done  to  Valendingham.  Serve  Judges  in  the  same  way, 
and  let  a  batch  of  Bradleys  and  Strongs  occupy  their  places.  If 
Congress  should  attempt  to  pass  acts  interfering  with  these  pre- 
rogatives of  the  President,  let  him  veto  them.  If  States  should 
claim  a  sovereign  right  to  protect  their  people  from  this  arbi- 
trary power  of  the  President,  drench  their  fields  in  blood  and 
wrap  their  cities  in  fire. 

To  pay  the  expenses  incun*ed  under  these  Presidential  pre- 
rogatives, he  could  veto  any  law  that  Congresg  might  pass  to 
lessen  the  burdens  that  farmers  arc  required  to  bear  by  way  of 
enormous  duties  upon  imports  taken  in  exchange  for  their 
exports,  or  which  they  have  any  occasion  to  consume.  And  he 
could  veto  any  act  to  impose  duties  upon  the  imports  that  man- 
ufacturers or  rum-distillers  or  fishermen  have  occasion  to  con- 
sume or  are  taken  in  exchange  for  their  exports.  He  could 
veto  any  internal  tax  imposed  upon  a  hundred  thousand  hogs- 
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lieads  of  Boston  i;um,  or  any  law  repealing  the  internal  tax  of 
ninety  cents  per  gallon  upon  whiskey  distilled.  He  could  give 
discretionary  powei-s  to  his  Assessors  to  impose  taxes  upon  the 
incomes  of  some,  while  others  vastly  more  wealthy  might  be 
exempted,  for  which  he  could  cite  innumerable  examples  under 
the  reign  of  the  seven  Governors.  And  if  in  subsequent  years 
it  could  be  made  to  appear  by  legal  construction  that  the  vic- 
tims had  not  paid  tax  enough,  he  could  cause  them  to  be  prose- 
cuted for  the  balance  in  accordance  with  an  eminent  example 
DOW  pending. 
November  2ith,  187a 
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ROBBERY   IN   THE    NAME    OF 

"  PATRIOTISM." 


I  have  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  July,  1864,  at  the 
request  of  General  Grant,  the  Government  called  for  five  hundred 
thousand  troops  at  the  time  it  had  a  million  in  the  field,  being 
the  greatest  number  employed  by  any  nation  at  one  time  since 
the  days  of  Xerxes.  I  have  called  attention,  too,  to  the  fact 
that  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Columbia  county,  by  resolu- 
tion, authorized  the  payment  of  five  hundred  dollars  for  each 
substitute  to  fill  the  county  quota,  and  that  under  the  demand 
of  the  agent  of  Generals  Grant  and  Butler  eight  hundred  doHars 
for  each  was  allowed,  and  as  that  commutation  was  not  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  Congress  it  did  not  go  into  the  Treasury,  but 
went  into  the  pockets  of  the  Generals  and  the  political  party 
under  which  they  acted.  I  now  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  whole  quota  of  five  hundred 
thousand  men  had  been  commuted  for  at  the  same  price,  in 
October  1874  I  procured  an  official  statement  from  Great  Bar- 
ringtcn*  which  informed  me  that  their  commutation  was  at  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  each.  It  informed  Ine  that  their 
population  was  3,920,  and  their  taxable  property  $2,263,799 ;  and 
that  though  their  population  was  twice  that  of  Hillsdale,  and 
their  wealth  over  four-fold  greater,  their  expends  by  way  of 
commutation  during  the  war  was  less  than  half  of  that  of  Hills- 
dale. 

I  call  attention  to  another  fact:  that  the  Government  Asses- 
sors exercised  the  discretionary  power  to  call  upon  whom  they 
pleased,  and  to  exempt  whom  they  pleased  in  the  pay- 
ment of  five  per  cent  upon  their  net  incomes.  In  the  exer- 
cise of  that  prerogative  I  can  cite  a  notable  case  where  men 
whose  farms  lay  side  by  side,  the  wealthier  one  was  exempted 
and    the    other    taxed,   and    beside    the    ordinary  call    was 
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required  specially  to  state  all  the  persons  from  whom  he  had 
received  income,  and  whether  in  his  own  right  or  as  the  trustee 
of  others*  He  made  such  answer  and  tendered  an  income 
account  of  forty  years  standing.  In  that  income  for  which  he 
was  taxed  the  five  per  cent  was  the  ^le  of  a  cow  for  twenty- 
six  dollars,  for  which  in  even  exchange  he  had  given  a  blind 
neighbor  one  worth  seventy  dollars.  Some  twenty-four  poor 
men  had  paid  commutation  on  the  first  draft,  and  to  aide  them  in 
doing  so  the  subject  of  this  writing  sold  to  Frederick  Miles  a  thou- 
sand dollars'  worth  of  standing  timber.  On  that  sale  he  was  taxed 
five  per  cent,  the  recollection  of  which  sharpens  his  pen  even  at 
the  present  time. 

As  the  Government  is  now  prosecuting  men  who,  under  legal 
construction,  did  not  quite  pay  tax  enough  upon  their  incomes 
during  the  war,  it  would  be  interesting  and  instructive  if  Con- 
gress would  authorize  a  committee  to  ascertain  whether  there 
had  been  one-tenth  enough  tax  paid  upon  the  four  thousand 
millions  of  manufactured  productions  annually  accruing  during 
the  years  of  the  war.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  how 
much  tax  was  paid  upon  the  sixty-five  thousand  dollars,  of  pro- 
ductions of  one  man  in  the  town  of  Stockport,  which  was  a  mat- 
ter of  newspaper  boast  As  Mr.  Miles  is  a  member  of  Congress, 
it  would  doubtless  give  him  pleasure  to  state  how  much  tax  he 
paid  upon  his  sixty  thousand  dollars  of  annual  prdductions ; 
and  particularly  so  since  the  fruits  of  that  tax  is  likely  to  entail 
upon  us  a  Reconstructed  Union  under  bayonet  rula 

During  a  thousand  years  of  the  existence  of  the  glorious  old 
Koman  Republic,  a  dictator  was  only  once  appointed  for  a  limi- 
ted time,  and  then  for  any  violation  of  law  he  was  compelled  to 
show  its  necessity  in  order  to  be  exonerated.  It  will  be  a  doubly 
glorious  time  for  the  people  of  the  United  States  when,  under  a 
Reconstructed  Union  and  the  precedent  set  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  civil  war,  we  shall  have  a  perpetual  dictator  account- 
able to  nobody.  How  happy  it  will  make  the  fishermen,  rum- 
distillers  and  manufacturers  of  Massachusetts.  Qpunties,  draw- 
backs and  protective  tariffs  can  then  easily  be  made  to  receive 
the  whole  fruits  of  the  industry  of  the  nation  into  their  })ockets. 

November  28th,  1879. 


486  FINANCE  AND   POLITICS. 


A   WAR    RECORD. 


■♦•■•- 


Particularly  Appertaining  to  the  Patriots 

of  Massachusetts. 


Bounties  to  Massacbusetts  fishermen  produced  a  surplus  of 
fish.  The  only  market  for  tliat  surplus  was  an  exchange  for  an 
inferior  article  of  West  India  molasses.  The  only  use  of  that 
molasses  was  a  distillation  into  Boston  rum.  The  only  foreign 
market  for  that  rum  was  the  African  slave-trade.  The  slaves 
thus  obtained  was  the  cause  of  the  civil  war,  and  forms  the  only 
excuse  for  a  Reconstructed  Union*  To  fill  the  ranks  in  the 
civil  war  the  bounties  taxed  upon  Hillsdale  was  $77,593,  and 
the  bounties  taxed  upon  Columbia  county  was  $1,687,126 — ^a 
sum  that  would  have  been  a  little  startfing  to  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  of  1834,  who  provided  five  years  to  enable  the 
county  to  pay  a  loan  of  ten  thousand  dollars  in  tlje  erection  of 
the  Court  House  in  Columbia  county. 

Bounties  to  Massachusetts  fishermen  was  the  first  violation  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  which  permitted  the  (General  Govern* 
ment  to  interfere  with  the  industries  of  the  States.  That  led  to 
the  violation  of  the  Constitution  by  way  of  drawbacks,  protec* 
tive  tariffs  and  a  system  of  internal  improvements.  These  have 
been  the  source  of  a  corrupted  ballot-box,  a  corrupted  civil  ser* 
vice,  a  filling  official  positions  with  knaves,  a  subsidizing  the 
press  and  pulpit,  a  deprivation  of  the  Government  of  the  most 
valuable  portion  of  .the  public  domain,  a  stirring  up  hatred 
between  the  States  and  people,  causing  secession  and  civil  war, 
and  finally  a  reconstruction  oi^  the  Union  under  bayonet  rulci 
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after  having  sunk  agriculture  to  a  second-rate  interest,  and 
thrown  commerce  into  foreign  ships,  and  thrown  millions  of 
laborers  out  of  employment 

If  the  people  will  rise  in  their  strength  and  integrity,  and 
throw  oflF  the  whole  Republican  policy  by  restricting  the  Gen- 
eral Government  to  its  original  constitutional  prerogative  over 
commerce  and  diplomacy,  and  restore  the  States  to  their  sov- 
ereignty over  their  internal  interests  and  industry,  they  will 
make  the  people  of  the  States  united  and  happy  and  prosperous 
in  all  their  interests,  and,  like  the  Republics  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  give  them  a  glorious  existence  of  thousands  of  years  in 
the  future. 

November  29th,  1879. 


ERRATA. 


-♦-♦■< 


23. 

30. 

55. 

«t 

55. 

56. 

56. 

62. 

63. 

70. 

89. 

91. 

41 


Page    9. — Second  line,  second  paragraph,  read  18530  instead  of  1850. 
•Eleventh  line,  fourth  paragraph,  read  act  instead  of  aid. 
-In  quotation  from  Homer,  read  *'  Like  them  to  vanquish." 
-Sixth  line,  second  ])aragraph,  read  renernil  instead  of  unreserved. 
-Fifth  line,  fourth  paragraph,  read  '*  that  State  "  instead  of  thla 

State. 
-Seventh  line,  read  maddest  instead  of  boldest. 
-The  ])ara^raph  commencing  on  the  ninth  line  is  a  quotation  from 

Eliot's  Di'bati^H. 
-Third  line,  read  enlarged  instead  of  undergo. 
-Thirteenth  line,  second  paragraph,  read  construction  instead  of 

Constitution. 
-Eighth  line,  second  paragraph,  read  John  P.  Hale  instead  of 

John  N.  Hale. 
-Third  line,  third  paragraph,  read/zr^/?  instead  of  French. 
-Sixth  line,  read  Jlualro  instead  <if  Ilulaco.     Same  line,  read  Pa- 

milUt  instead  of  Parnilia. 
93. — Seventh  line,  second  paragraph,  read  *'  Faiti:uU  Ilall  "  instead  of 

Fanuel  Hall. 
-Sixth  line,  read  proffSMionn  instea<l  of  fnissessions. 
-Fifth  line,  read  "Matthews  vs.  Mr  Shea"  instead  of  Matthews 

vs.  The  State. 
-First  line,  read  appeared  instead  of  ap])eBl. 
-Twelfth  line,  third  paragraph,  read  *' fifty  jK^r  cent."  instead  of 

fifteen  per  cent. 
-Second  line,  read  endowment  instead  of  endorsement. 
-Ninth  line,  read  "  religion  t/i  "  instead  of  religion  is. 
-Third  line,  second  paragraph.  r«*a<l  perjnrUfi  instead  of  forgeries. 
-Tenth  line,  read  "  Danid  Curry  "  instead  of  David  Curry. 
-Twelfth  line,  read  **  ica^*  amendable  "  instead  of  was  not  amend- 
able. 
-Ninet«*enth  line,  read  after  instead  of  before. 
-Fifth  lin«»,  nmd  ttectMftiMt'  instead  of  ac<'eptable. 
-Xinth  line,  read  zeaJnumly  instead  of  jealously. 
-First  line  of  second  quotation  from  Po])e,  read  whatever  instead 

of  whatsfK'ver. 
-Third   lim*,   second   paragraph,    read    "Five  Oakn"'   instead   of 

Five  Forks. 
-Twelfth  line,  read  Botta'n  instea<l  of  Bolla's.     Fourteenth  line 

same  page,  read  Botta  instead  of  BoUa. 
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